
Black Christmas for Blair 
Mandelson and Robinson 
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Left Peter Mandelson at the DTI yesterday afternoon; Downing Street announced his resignation at 12.30. Right Geoffrey Robinson leaving the Treasury; his resignation was announced at 3.40pm 


David Rose/ John Vbos 


; ' * TONI’ BLAIR was reeling last 
; night from his worst crisis since 

! - becoming Prime Minister after 

** the resignations oF Peter Man- 

i rr-" — ^yv'nd Geoffrey Robinson, 

• tv, iof nis senior ministers. 

! - Mr Mandelson, one of Mr 

! Blair’s closest friends and allies, 

i stunned the political world by 

; nti quitting as Secretary of State 
j _ for Trade and Industry over the 
j £373,000 personal loan he took 

| from the millionaire Mr Robin- 

{ son to help him to buy a 

j £475,000 house in Notting Hill, 

j west London, in 1996. 

j Three hours later Mr Robin- 

i son resigned as Paymaster- 

j GeneraL He had already de- 

; cided to stand down after 

ir^straas because of a string 
| ot SscI os ures about his busi- 

; ness affairs before he became 

| a Treasury minister. But he 

I brought forward his an- 

[ nouncement as Mr Mandelson 

;• became engulfed in controver- 

■ sy over the loan. 

• The loss of Mr Mandelson is 

J a devastating setback to the 

i Prime Minister, as he is one of 


the principal architects of New 
Labour. Cabinet ministers fear 
Mr Blair’s image will be tar- 
nished by his departure and 
that he will will badly miss Mr 
Mandelson’s advice on political 
strategy. Mr Blair was told by 
Mr Mandelson he felt wretched 
and angry with himselL 
Mr Mandelson hopes he has 
limited the damage by resign- 
ing 48 hours after details of the 
loan emerged. But ministers 
fear further damaging revela- 
tions about Mr Robinson’s fi- 
nancial links with Gordon 
Brown, the Chancellor 
Mr Robinson is believed to 
have funded Mr Brown’s Com- 
mons office in the run-up to last 
year's general election, and 
the Tories will table questions 
over their relationship when 
Parliament returns next 
month, as they step up attacks 
on “cronyism" at the heart of 
the Blair administration. 

Mr Blair made dear that he 
hoped Mr Mandelson would 
return to his government one 
day, telling him in a letter that 
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he believed that, in the future, 
“you will achieve much, more 
with us". 

One option would be for Mr 
Mandelson to run Labour’s 
campaign at the general elec- 
tioa possibly as party chair- 
man. But he is thought unlikely 
to win back a cabinet post until 
he has won re-election in his 
Hartlepool constituency. 

Mr Blair told Mr Mandelson: 
“It is no exaggeration to say 
that, without your support and 
advice, we would never have 
built New Labour." 

The Prime Minister sought 
to stabilise his government last 
night by appointing two of Mr 
Mandelson’s fellow mod- 
ernisers to cabinet posts. The 
new TVade Secretary is 
Stephen Byers, already in the 
Cabinet as Chief Secretary to 
the Treasury. That post goes to 
Alan Miiburn. the Health Min- 
ister, who wins promotion to the 
Cabinet 

Mr Byers and Mr Milbum 
are seen as the “Blair and 
Brown" of their generation. 


■ David Aaronovitch 

■ Leading article 


They both entered the Com- 
mons in 1992 and, like the 
Prime Minister and the Chan- 
cellor eight years earlier, 
shared an office at Westminster 
An emotional Mr Mandelson, 
who said he loved his job at the 
Department of TVade and In- 
dustry, insisted last night that 
he had not broken the law or the 
rules on the conduct of minis- 
ters. But he admitted he had 
made “a lapse of judgement" in 
taking the loan and not telling 
DTI officials about it on enter- 
ing the Cabinet in July, when 


“alarm bells" should have rung 
in his head about how the link 
would look to outsiders. 

He said: “The price 1 have 
paid is a high price, but it bas 
been a necessary one to restore 
people's confidence in govern- 
ment and politics as a whole 
and also my own integrity. 

“Through my own mis- 
judgement I have allowed the 
impression to be created of 
wrongdoing and I am not going 
to allow that charge to be laid 
against a government that I 
care about more than anything 


else in the world." Mr Mandel- 
son said people would have 
“different views" about his 
arrangement with Mr Robin- 
son. Some would say he was en- 
titled to take a loan from a 
friend, while others would think 
“this is a whopping great loan 
and he’s living beyond his 
m eans ”. 

Mr Robinson said he had 
been subjected to “a persistent 
and unfair ” set of allegations 
about his business affairs, 
which “had come to a point 
which was not acceptable any 
more”. However, Downing 
Street suggested Mr Robin 
son. like Mr Mandelson, should 
have informed his civil ser- 
vants about the loan. 

Downing Street said there 
would be no inquiry into the 
leaking of the Robinson loan to 
Mr Mandelson, despite specu- 
lation that it was linked to the 
feud between him and Mr 
Brown. “I do not believe in the 
conspiracy theory," said Mr 
Blair's official spokesman. 

Peter Lilley the deputy Tbiy 


He felt in his bones the show was over 
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RESIGNATION, at least it 
had a touch of dass. One of 
Peter Mandelson’s most valu- 
able assets has always been to 
judge where a story is going, 
and yesterday he used it once 
again in the service of the party. 

He felt in his bones on Tues- 
day night that the show was 
over and he told the Prime Min- 
ister so. After a night’s sleep, he 
had not changed his mind and 
he didn't bang about 
You could tell when Terry 
Lewis, the unreconstructed 
Old Labour MP for Broms- 
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grove, congratulated him 
warmly for his honourable de- 
cisiveness and wished him - 
without irony- a happy Christ- 


mas, that the party has never 
liked him quite as much as yes- 
terday. This matters because on 
it may rest his chances of even- 
tually making a comeback. 

His decision to borrow from 
Geoffrey Robinson a sum that 
would take many of his con- 
stituents a lifetime to earn, 
and then to keep it secret, was 
a colossal misjudgement, and 
he was right in the interests of 
himself and the Government to 
go. Not only that; but had he 
tried to stay, it would have been 
much more difficult for Mr 


Blair to part with Mr Robinson, 
as Mr Mandelson and Mr Blair 
undoubtedly recognised. - 
What happens to him now? 
He wfll rediscover the life oo the 
back benches that he led from 
1992-94. He will speak and write 
on Europe, and do some trav- 
elling, “exporting Blairism" as 
he puts it He has always had a 
yen to run a large organisation, 
perhaps in the private sector. 
But he has never managed to 
stay away from politics for long, 
and he is not that likely to leave 
now. He is entitled to enjoy him- 


self But if he is sensible he will 
resist the temptation to fly so 
dose to the sun with his rich and 
powerful friends that he loses his 
appetite for the hard and 
un^amorous graft of backbench 
politics. 

Having ruefully told the ed- 
itor of the Hartlepool MaU yes- 
terday that he will have more 
time to spend in his con- 
stituency, he would be well ad- 
vised to do just that Mr Blair 
will regard his departure as a 
grave loss - for his advice, for 
his friendship in the notori- 


ously friendless world of high 
politics, and for what 
he symbolised. He was an 
oddly reassuring figure to the 
middle ground of politics out- 
side the party -not because he 
was loved, but because his 
sheer presence made the 
idea that the Labour left 
would reassert itself so pre- 
posterous. Ebr all these rea- 
sons, Mr Blair will want him 
bade perhaps running the next 
election campaign, and per- 
haps in the Cabinet after that 
Now it's Up to him 
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The Independent wishes its 
readers a happy and peace- 
ful Christmas. In common 
with other national news- 
papers. we shall not be 
publishing on Christmas 
Day, but we shall be back 
on Boxing Day with a 
three-section paper, includ- 
ing the Magazine and the 
quiz of the year. 
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leader, called for an indepen- 
dent investigation to reassure 
the public th3t no other minis- 
ters had undisclosed links with 
Mr Robinson. “Public confi- 
dence in the Government’s in- 
tegrity has been sorely 
undermined. Ifthey dither now, 
and more comes out, they will 


never be believed again." 
Paddy Ashdown, the Liberal 
Democrat leader, said Mr Man- 
delson made an honourable de- 
cision. His exit is a setback to 
Mr Ashdown, as Mr Mandelson 
was one of the strongest sup- 
porters of closer Labour- 
Liberal Democrat links. 



At 1 6, Mary ran away from a life of abuse. Today 
she is homeless. Could you sleep easy on Christmas 
Eve knowing she was shivering in a bus shelter? 

You can help keep Mary, and thousands of vulnerable 
people like her, safe and warm over Christmas. With 
£25 from you. Crisis can provide a warm bed, hot 
meals, clean clothes and someone to talk to at one 
of our shelters. 

As the days count down to Christmas, nearly 10,000 
homeless people are counting on Crisis. We’re counting 
on you. Our service depends on public donations. So 
please send your £25 today — in time to help us buy 
the bedding, food and clothes we need to bring Mary 
in from the cold. 


Countdown to Christmas 


I Yes, I’ll keep homeless people warm: | 

j □ £ 1 5 □ £25 □ £50 [D£25(rother£ * 

j 1 enclose a cheque made payable to Crisis. OR debit my: 

| □ Visa D MasterCard D Switch* other ■ 

Card no. / // // // // // // // // 1 
- t Last three digits of Switch card no 1 1 Switch issue no. 1 ! 

Expiry dare i ... Signature i 

I * Gffa of C250 or more are worth almost a third extra to us under Gift Aid I 

Name (caps) rtr/Mrc/Ms _ | 

Address 


Postcode . 


~ - CRISIS i 

freephone donation line 0800 038 48 38 

| Crisis, FREEPOST, Room 1 52. London El ISR DHI9I « 

^ /ou da M w rum rtcnninin frus eshar nkmn (hvnu. ptec Od D ^ 1 036513 ^ j 
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No regrets. Robbie Williams and the 
faces of 1998. Plus the quiz of the year 
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Shocked MPs 


applaud swift 



decision to go 


Westminster Reaction 


THE RESIGNATIONS of Peter 
Mandelson and Geofrey Robin- 
son were greeted with scarce- 
ly concealed delight by the 
Tbries and a mixture of relief 
and genuine sadness among 
stunned Labour MPs. 

The stark contrast in the 
mann er of the two departure, 
one after 12 months and the 
other within 48 hours of alle- 
gations first surfacing, struck 
politicians from all parties. 

MrMandelson’s resignation 
came as a shock to MPs who be- 
lieved he had carried out a 
reasonably efficient damage- 
limitation exercise in a series 
of media interviews on Tuesday. 

Even left-wingers, many of 
whom had rubbed their hands 
with glee at the farmer secretary 
of state's discomfort, were im- 
pressed by his swift decision. But 
the delays over Mr Robinson's 
removal won him few friends. 

The deputy Tory leader, 
Peter Lflley called fera full and 
independent inquiry into the 
events and claimed that it was 
’‘extraordinary” that the Prime 
Minister had not concluded in 
both cases that rules had been 


By Paul Waugh 


broken. “The whole affair has 
shown that ministers have 
gone out of their way to hide 
their links with Geoffrey Robin- 
son. We now need dear assur- 
ances that no other minister 
has received any kinds of fi- 
nancial support from him or 
owe him any obligations for any 
support he has given them.'’ 

Other members of the Shad- 
ow Cabinet were less states- 
manlike in private, "life can 
hardly believe our luck,” said 
one. “Christmas has come 
early,” said another. 

The liberal Democrat 
leader; Paddy Ashdown, who 
sawMrManddsonasakeyalty 
in his grand project to realign 
the left of British politics, said 
he had made an “honourable 
and correct” decision to re- 
sign. ‘All of us who value pro- 
bity and the conduct of public 
duty would like to think that we 
would have done the same 
tiling. \fe have almost forgotten 
what it is like to see ministers 
resigning,” he said. 

Ihe Liberal Democrat MP 


Charles Kennedy a member of 
the Commons Standards »nd 
Privileges Committee that rep- 
rimanded Mr Robinson over as- 
pects of his business affairs, 
said the minister’s 55-second 
apology to the House proved he 
had to go. 

That apology was inade- 
quate and subsequently he and 
Peter Mandelson became like 
two rock climbers tied togeth- 
er against the face of over- 
whelming odds. When one fell, 
it came as no surprise that both 
would be dragged down.” 

Paul Flynn. Labour MP for 
Newport West, said the resig- 
nations had finafy succeeded in 
clearing out the “mess” that 
bad dogged the Government 
“It’s right they should go. After 
the Bemie Ecclestone affair 
and Derek Draper; we are los- 
ing that reputation as a sleaze- 
free party,” be said. 

“There’s a feeling that we 
are too fond of luxury lifestyles 
and we are too dose to big busi- 
ness and lobbyists. We should 
put some dear pink water be- 
tween ourselves and them.” 

Clive Soley, chairman of the 


18.48 


Geoffrey Robinson being interviewed on the BBC yesterday 


Parliamentary Labour Party, 
said many MPs would regret Mr 
Mande Ison’s resignation but 
saw Mr Robinson's departure as 
inevitable. “The party will be sad 
about losing Peter's talents, but 
there is an element of reassur- 
ance around that we are serious 
about living up to the High stan- 
dards we set ourselves.” 

Rhodri Morgan, MP for 
Cardiff Wist and a leading con- 


tender for Fhst Secretary of the 
Welsh Assembly, said Tony 
Blair’s decision to accept Mr 
Mandelson’s resignation must 
have been his most difficult to 
date. “We are all going to sleep 
easier because if it had carried 
on festering horrendously over 
Christmas the Government 
would have suffered,” he said. 

Martin Bell, the Indepen- 
dent MP for Hatton elected on 


an anti-sleaze ticket, said of Mr 
Mandelson: “Common sense 
tells you that when yon get a 
loan of this size, you declare it 
- that’s the lesson to all MPs, 
if in doubt, declare it” 

The author and journalist 
Robert Harris, one of Mr Man- 
delson’s closest friends, said 
that he was sure the former 
secretary of state would one day 
return to front-line politics. 


“He’ll be back because he is 
SUch a political animal and 
he’s so important in a party not 
exactly budding with talent 
After a gribihle paflaDOC, 
return." 

However, the enmities 
stirred up by Mr Mandelson’s 
abrasive political style, togeth- 
er with continuing inquiries 
into the loan deal, make a 
speedy comeback improbable. 


One union official, who re- 
fused to be named, reflected the 
anger felt by some in the labour 
movement over plans to water 
down the Government’s plans 
for union recognition. 

“Mandelson has done us no 
favours over the last few 
months and I am sure a lot of 
ordinary trade unionists will 
be very happy to see him go,” 
he said. 


Most spectacular in long line of political downfalls 


THE RESIGNATIONS of Peter 
Mandelson and Geoffrey Robin- 
son represent one of toe most 
spectacular ina long line of Par- 
liamentary downfalls. 

They may lack the spice of 
toe Profumo. Parkinson and 
Mellor affairs but in terms of 
sheer political impact yester- 
day's events will rank promi- 
nently in the history of 
ministerial departures. 

One of toe most notorious 


by Paul Waugh 
and Linus Gregoriadis 


government resignations was 
that of Sir Charles “three-in-a- 
bed” Diike, a minister in the 
Gladstone administration of 
1882. Diike was forced to quit 
his post as local government 
minister in 1886 when he was 
died in a divorce case by his 22- 
year-old sister-in-law, Virginia 
Crawford. Mrs Crawford ac- 


cused him of seducing her and 
teaching her “every French 
vice in toe book”. 

Sex reared its head again in 
1963, when John Profumo, the 
Secretary of State for Wan car- 
ried out what is possibly the 
most famous resignation this 
century. Profumo left toe Con- 
servative government after 
lying to the House of Com- 
mons about having sexual re- 
lations with Christine Keeler, a 


History of Scandals 


call-giri, who was also having an 
affair with a Soviet naval at- 
tache in London. 

Labour scandals tended to 
centre on more lofty affairs, 
such as the 1967 departure of 
James Callaghan, toe Chancel- 
lor; after Prime Minister Harold 
Wilson devalued the pound. 

In 1983, Cedi Parkinson, toe 


Secretary of State for Trade and 
Industry, was forced to resign 
after the disclosure of his affair 
with Sara Keays, his former sec- 
retary. The furore surrounding 
his resignation, which was re- 
luctantly accepted by Margaret 
Thatcher: ruined Conservative 
celebrations after a landslide 
general election victory. 


Mrs Thatcher’s own downfall 
in 1990 was hastened by the de- 
parture of both Nigel Lawson. 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
and Sir Geoffrey Howe, Foreign 
Secretary after two momentous 
resignation speeches in toe 
Commons. 

Sex scandal soon reap- 
peared in 1992, when David 
Mellon Heritage Secretary, re- 
signed after disclosures about 
an affair with Antonia de San- 


dman actress, and his failure 
to declare a paid holiday from 
Mona Bauwens, daughter of a 
high-ranking Palestine liber- 
ation Organisation official 
The key charge of sleaze 
against John Major's govern- 
ment took off two years later 
when Neil Hamilton, Corpo- 
rate Affairs minister; was ex- 
posed for accepting cash for 
asking questions in the House 
of Commons. 


In 1995, Jonathan Aitken re- 
signed as Chief Secretary to the 
Treasury to concentrate on his 
legal battles with toe media 
over allegations concerning his 
business activities. 

Tony Blair’s only cabinet res- 
ignation until yesterday had 
been that of Ron Davies, SeovSt 
tary of State for Wales, whs fe y 
in October over a "serious lapse 
of judgement” on Clapham Com- 
mon, south London 
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at fin*. Thb wfli dear but it will become rather wet and windy this afternoon. A 
strong south-vwsierTy wind. Max temp 7-8C (45-46F). 
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Source- The Met OMm Calls durged at 
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Christmas Bay will be mild but rather wet In the south. Elsewhere will have show- 
ers, but any snow a likely ro be confined to the mountain peaks of Scotland. On 
Badng Day wet and possibly very windy weather win sfxeadnartfw-astwards 


SEMI FINALS 

Christmas Eve 24th December at 3.45pm 
Christmas Day 25tn December at 4.50pm 
Boxing Day 26th December at 4 iQprn 


TRAVEL 


FINAL 

Sunday 27th December at 3.35am 
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tones btth ways and a SO rnph speed «nw m 


lores UraS i$t January 1999 
Bristol: MS J 18-19. Major RoadwMcs on 
Arammoi Bridge. lin» 1st Jawaiy zaoi. 
Lancashire: M6 Between 227 Sartfehato 
J ZB Lsytond. Fteadworte: coraraftow and a 


jjjtoyih soesfl frmt arther stoo cl Chamot* 
Rchard Servers. Unti iah Ffefruaiy 1999. 
total HWraNre: Ml Between J&LoBwuse 
Interchange (M62j and J43 Stourton. 
Roadworio and a Sony* speed fcrtt 
Unto 31si Gecantoer 1996 
Cumbria: M6 J37 KendaL RoadmV; car- 

S rettocad to 2 lanes boBi ways with 
3peed ferail mite setfh« the kjrc- 
18th January 1999. 

A* ftoadwaoh: Call 0336 401777 far the 
Vses tool aid nadona traffic news. Source; 
me Automobile Association. Coils charged 
* 50p per nun {toe VAT}. 
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A BOOK about toe weather has 
become this year’s essential 
Christinas stocking filler in 
Canada. The Ice Storm, which 
has sold almost 100.000 copies 
since it was published last 
month, charts the -worst storm 
in Canada s history. 

The storm, which hit last 
January, toppled more than 
1,000 electricity pylons and af- 
fected three million people 
including 700,000 left without 
power for more than a month. 
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The move upmarket that led to a 
cabinet minister’s fall from grace 
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BY ANDREW GRICE 
j Political Editor 

-PETER HAS got new friends - 
be has joined the salon ten- 
dency" one of his dose allies 
complained shortly after last 
year’s general election. “Fbr 
some reason, he is impressed 
with the Saatchis and the 
Charles and Carla Powell seL 
He should remember his roots." 

An integral part of Mr Man- 
delson’s new life was his new 
1*475, 000 house in Notting Hill 
one of the smartest neigh- 
bourhoods in west London. His 
move puzzled the many friends 
who had lived near him in Is- 
lington; they wondered why 
the New Labour stronghold in 
Ni was no longer good enough. 

But few of them would have 
guessed that his move upmar- 
ket would sow the seeds of his 
rapid and astonishing fall from 
grace yesterday, only five 
months after entering the Cab- 
inet as Secretary of State for 
Jb Trade and Industry'. 

Friends did wonder where 
the money for the new house 
had come from. They had no 
idea that he had turned to Ge- 
offrey Robinson, a milli onaire 
Labour MP languishing on the 
backbenches in 1996 when the 
fateful £373,000 loan was sealed, 
who later became Paymaster- 
General At the time, details of 
Mr Robinson's offshore trusts 
and business links with the 
media tycoon Robert Maxwell 
had not emerged. Tb Mr Man- 
delson. he seemed safe. 

The two men agreed to keep 
their astonishing arrangement 
a secret At the time, it suited 
them both. With hindsight Mr 
.21 Mandelson admits he should 
have told Tbny Blair- and, cru- 
- dally his top tivil servant at the 
Department of Ikade and In- 
dustry <DTD when he won pro- 
motion to the Cabinet in July. 

The dark secret returned to 
haunt Mr Mandelson this 
month as he heard rumours 
about the contents of a hostile 
biography of him by Paul Rout- 
ledge. the Mirror columnist to 
be published in the new yeac 
The word was that the book’s 
-jjjunique selling point" was the 
"Kobinson loan. 

Reports also reached Mr 
Mandelson that Charlie Whelan 
- his sworn enemy, press sec- 
retary to the Chancellor; Gordon 
Brown, and a close friend of 
both Mr Routledge and Mr 
Robinson - had boasted over 
drinks with journalists that he 
had “got the story out". Mr 


The Road to Resignation 
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Theories abound about who told the press of Peter Mandelson’s loan from Geoffrey Robinson, and why 


Mandelson assumed this meant 
that Mr Whelan had tipped off 
Mr Routledge about the loan. 

In the event, the stoiy sur- 
faced before the boob in both Mr 
Kou Hedge's newspaper and The 
Guardian on Hi esday. Mr Whe- 
lan strongly denies that he was 
the source, and the Brown cairp 
suspects that Mr Mande Ison's 
allies may have launched a pre- 
emptive strike against the Rout- 
led ge biography aimed at 
“getting the story out of the way” 
during Parliament's Christmas 
recess. The Mandelson camp 
dismisses the idea that it leaked 
the damaging revelation as “too 
ludicrous for words". 

On Wednesday last week. 


Mr Mandelson got wind that the 
story was about to break. On 
Thursday, his office at the DTI 
tipped off Alastair Campbell the 
Downing Street press secretary 
and a friend of Mr Mandelson’s 
as they are the Prime Minis- 
ter’s two most influential allies. 

Mr Campbell told Mr Blair; 
who responded by looking anx- 
iously at his watch: he was about 
to make a Commons statement 
on the previous night's bombing 
of Iraq. None the less, he ordered 
that Sir Richard Wilson, the 
Cabinet Secretary, should in- 
vestigate whether Mr Mandel- 
son bad breached the code of 
conduct for ministers. 

Sir Richard concluded that 


Mr Mandelson had “insulat- 
ed" himself against any conflict 
of interest by standing down 
from handling the DTI inquiry 
into Mr Robinson's business ac- 
tivities in September. 

Mr Blair hoped that would be 
the end of the matter and. in 
any case, had his hands foil with 
Iraq. But Mr Mandelson spent 
an anxious weekend, at first in 
his Hartlepool constituency 
and then at his Notting Hill 
home. He feared that the only 
reason his ticking timebomb 
had not gone off was the air 
strikes on Iraq. 

Discussing his fightback 
strategy with close friends, in- 
cluding Mr Campbell, he hoped 


he would be able to survive the 
storm about to break around 
him. “It was perfectly legitimate 
for Geoffrey to help me. He is 
just a generous soul. He gave 
me a loan I will repay in due 
course, with interest," Mr Man- 
delson said. 

At 5pm on Monday, he knew 
the stray would break the fol- 
lowing morning, and prepared 
fora groeffing 24 hours of media 
interviews, starting on BBC 
TV’s Newsnight programme on 
Monday. As details from the 
first editions emerged, he knew 
he had a fight on his hands to 
keep his job. “I was reeling," he 
told one friend lb another ally, 
the doyen of political strategists 


conceded* “This was a veiy big 
operation against me" 

As Mr Mandelson contin- 
ued his frantic round of media 
interviews on Tuesday morn- 
ing, Mr Campbell told West- 
minster journalists that Mr 
Blair was standing by Mr Man- 
delson. Another Downing 
Street official told them; “Ybu 
won’t be getting any red meat." 

Privately, though, an ex- 
hausted Mr Mandelson be- 
lieved he was fighting a losing 
battle. He feared that yesterday 
morning's newspapers would 
be bad and his media instincts, 
as usual were right 
He telephoned Mr Blair at 
Chequers at 10pm on Tuesday. 


Polly BorlandjKatz 

confessing toa “misjudgement" 
in not telling his dvD servants 
about the Robinson loan when 
he moved to the DTL He said the 
affair was damaging the repu- 
tation of the Government and the 
Labour Party and because of 
their close relationship, feared 
it would also damage Mr Blair. 

Mindful of Mr Biair’s 
promises to “clean up" politics 
after the years of “Tbry sleaze", 
Mr Mandelson told him: “We 
can't be like the last lot." 

He was also mindful of the 
way that Tory ministers facing 
allegations of personal or fi- 
nancial sleaze tried desper- 
ately to hang on to office, only 
to resign after prolonging the 


government's agony. At least if 
be resigned quickly he might be 
able to safeguard his integrity. 

Mr Mandelson feared that at 
the DTI he was in the wrong de- 
partment to do an effective job 
after the disclosures. He knew 
the media were bound to judge 
his performance against the 
background of the Robinson af- 
fair - and to seek more dam- 
aging revelations. 

He probably calculated that, 
as a backbencher, it would be 
easier to withstand the barrage 
of allegations about his private 
life, which he expects in the 
Routledge biography. 

Mr Blair, who by now had 
time to digest a foil report by 
Downing Street officials on the 
affair, was pessimistic about his 
friend’s prospects but reluctant 
to abandon him. He told Mr 
Mandelson to “sleep on it" and 
not make a final derision until 
the morning. But both men 
knew he would have to resign. 
“We knew the game was up," 
one close ally admitted. 

Rumours that Mr Mandelson 
might resign began to circulate 
at Westminster after Jack Cun- 
ningham, the Cabinet’s en- 
forcer, appeared to distance 
the Government from him in a 
BBC Radio 4 interview yester- 
day morning, admitting that 
mistakes had been made. 

Press speculation that Mr 
Mandelson may have misled 
the Britannia Building Society 
by not revealing the Robinson 
loan when he obtained a mort- 
gage showed that the storm 
was for from dying down. How- 
ever, this was not mentioned 
when Mr Mandelson rang Mr 
Blair at 10am yesterday and 
told him: “In the cold light of 
day, it is clear I have to resign." 

“Peter’s mind was made up. 
He was very upset but he felt 
it was the right thing to do," Mr 
Blair's spokesman said This 
time, a sad and subdued Prime 
Minister did not stand in his way. 



Dear Tony, I can’t believe I am writing this letter 


This is the text ofthe letter sent 
by Peter Mandelson to the 
Prime Minister yesterday: 

“Dear Tony, I can scarcely 
believe I am writing this letter 
to you. As well as being one of 
my closest friends you are a 
close colleague whose leader- 
ship and political qualities I 
value beyond all others. 

“As you have, l have re- 
flected overnight on the situ- 
ation concerning the loan I took 
from Geoffrey Robinson and I 
have decided to resign from the 
Government 

“As 1 said publicly yesterday, 
I do not believe that I have done 
anything wrong or improper. 
But I should not with all can- 
dour, have entered into the 
arrangement I should, having 
done so, told you and other col- 
leagues whose advice I value. 
And I should have told my per- 
manent secretary on learning 
of the inquiry into Geoffrey 
Robinson, although I had en- 
tirely stood aside from this. 

“I am soriy about this situ- 
ation. But we came to power 
promising to uphold the high- 
est possible standards in pub- 
lic life. We have not just to do 


so, but we must be seen to do 
so. 

“Therefore with huge regret 
I wish to resign. I am very 
proud of the role I played in 
helping you and previous lead- 
ers of the Labour Party to 
make our party electable and 
to win our historic victory last 
May. I am proud of the trust 
you placed in me both at the 
Cabinet office and at the DTL 

“In just 18 months you have 
helped to transform this coun- 
try and the Government has 
made huge progress delivering 
on our manifesto and its pro- 
gramme of modernisation. 

“I will always be a loyal 
Labour man and I am not pre- 
pared to see the party and the 
Government suffer the kind of 
attack this issue has provoked. 

“You can be assured, of 
course, of my continuing 
friendship and total loyalty. 

Yours ever; Peter." 

This is the text of the Prime 
Minister’s reply to Mr Man- 
delson's letter of resignation: 

“Dear Peter; you will know 
better than anyone the feelings 
with which I write to you. You 
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Peter Mandelson’s letter of resignation ... 


GEOFFREY ROBINSON 


... Followed by Geoffrey Robinson's words of regret 


and I have been personal 
friends and the closest of po- 
litical colleagues. 

“It is no exaggeration to say 
that without your support and 
advice we would never have 
built New Labour. 

“It was typical of you, when 
we spoke last night, that your 
thought was for the reputation 
of the Labour Party and the 
Government and that you be- 


lieved that since there had 
been a misjudgement on your 
part, then, as you said to me 
*we cant be like the last lot’ and 
that what we are trying to 
achieve for the country is more 
important than any individ- 
ual 

“But I also want you to 
know that you have my pro- 
found thanks for all you have 
done and my belief that in the 


future, you will achieve much, 
much more with us. 

Yours ever; Tony." 

This is the text of Geoffrey 
Robinson’s resignation letter 
to the Prime Minister. 

“Dear Tony, I am writing to 
ask you to accept my resigna- 
tion from the Government. 

“I have enjoyed the work of 
the last 18 months and have 


welcomed in particular the op- 
portunity to work on the eco- 
nomic strategy that is 
designed to secure the re- 
newal of our country. But as 
you know, I have been sub- 
jected to a persistent - and I 
believe unfair - set of allega- 
tions about my business affaire. 

*T have already accepted re- 
sponsibility and have apolo- 
gised to the House of 


Commons for oversights in 
the past concerning registra- 
tion of interests. 

“But although ray affairs 
have been under full political 
and media scrutiny for more 
than a yeac it is dear that I 
have not misused my position 
either as an MP or minister 

“I have done nothing wrong 
in any of these areas and I will 
vigorously defend myself 
a gains t any allegations. 

“In the case of the loan to 
Peter Mandelson, I merely 
considered myself in 1996 as 
someone in a position to help 
a long standing friend, with no 
request for anything in return. 

“There comes a time when, 
after more than 12 months of 
a highly charged political cam- 
paign, the point has been 
reached when I feel that it is 
no longer right that you or your 
Government should be affect- 
ed by or have to contend with 
these attacks. 

“I will always remain total- 
ly loyal to the Government 
and will continue to support it 
in whatever way I can in the fu- 
ture. 

Yours. Geoffrey." 


This is the text of the letter 
from the Prime Minister to 
Geoffrey Robinson: 

“Dear Geoffrey, thank you 
for your letter. I accept your de- 
cision with regret. I know that 
you have felt these past 
months hounded by the cam- 
paign against you. 

*! want you to know, how- 
ever; that what I remember 
and thank you for. is your im- 
mense contribution to the 
Government. 

“The windfall tax which 
helped fund the New Deal for 
the unemployed: the reform of 
the corporate tax system; the 
saving of the coal industry; the 
agreement with the private 
sector to give the biggest boost 
to science we have ever given 
to Britain; the reimigoration of 
the Private Finance Initiative; 
for all your business sense 
and helpful advice, we thank 
you. 

“You have performed the 
task of public servant with 
great dedication in circum- 
stances of extraordinary diffi- 
culty. I look forward to working 
with you in the future. 

Yours ever, Tony." 
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From left: Peter Mandelson at the 1990 Labour conference in Bladbpool; at Disney World, Florida, this year seeking ideas for the Mmemuam Dome; and with Tony Blair at a Dome photocall John Voos/Justtn Sutcliffe/Sean Dempsey 


A political triangle that fell apart 


C’r 






-,V ;: 

'W " 


PETER MANDELSON may have 
moved from asset to liability in 
the last few days. But several 
of those close to Tony Blair 
were last night making IMe ef- 
fort to pretend that his depar- 
ture was other than a serious 
blow to the Prime Minis ter 

FUU of internal tensions it 
may be but the modernising 
fraction of the Cabinet is not so 
large that it can lose one of its 
three founder members, how- 
ever controversial. 

Mr Mandelson is a figure 
who generates so many myths 
that it is hard to separate the 
legend from reality. He was by 
no means the only architect of 
the Labour Parly's moderni- 
sation. But he has, like Mao's 
comrades in 1948, a pretty spe- 
cial place in the history of the 
long march back to electabili- 


By Donald MacIntyre 


ty begun by Neil Kinnockwhen 
he became Labour leader in 
1983. 

Indeed if anyone should take 
the blame, or credit for the rise 
of Peter Mandelson it is Neil 
Kinnock, who backed his ap- 
pointment by the National Ex- 
ecutive Committee as director 
of communications in 1985. 

Mr Mandelson proved an 
invaluable ally to Mr Kinnock 
and others in the then Labour 
leader's heroic struggle to re- 
verse the huge set-backs to 
the party’s popularity inflicted 
by the surge of Beruiism five 
year earlier 

Strange as it seems now. 
Ibny Blair, and to a lesser ex- 
tent Gordon Brown, were once, 
at least in one respect, mr 


Manddson’s proteges. Mr Blair, 
especially, was “trained up" by 
Mr Mandelson in the art of han- 
dling the media - a highly im- 
portant skill for a man who 
would become the most media 
conscious of post-war Prime 
Ministers. 

Each of the m, as Mr Man- 
delson started to see as early 
as the 1987 election, were not 
only the most talented politi- 
cians of their generation but 
were also developing a far- 
reaching vision for how Labour 
could once again become the 
natural party of government 

In policy terms, Mr Mandel- 
son was nowhere near as in- 
ventive as either Mr Brown and 
Mr Blair But his consistency as 
a Labour Party revisionist and 
his signal expertise in devising 
a media “line to take" on any 


THE RISE TO INFLUENCE 


particular issue, his ability to 
compress it into a soundbite 
which would lodge in the pub- 
lic mind, and his knowledge of 
which journalists would be 
most receptive to which mes- 
sage, were all invaluable assets 
to his more senior colleagues. 

From 1988 to 1990 and again 
from 1992 to 94 the men in- 
creasingly worked together 
until they were acting as an al- 
most inseparable trio. 

The traumatic period of un- 
certainty over whether Mr 
Brown or Mr Blair would run as 
leader in the wake of John 
Smith's death famously sowed 
the seeds of toe enmity between 
Mr Brown and Mr Mandelson, 
who became convinced that of 


his two moderniser friends it 
was Mr Blair who looked the 
likely winner 

But while one side of one of 
the most remarkable triangles 
in British politics was frac- 
tured, the other two sides - be- 
tween Mr Brown and Mr Blair 
and between Mr Mandelson 
and Mr Blair- remained intact 

Mr Blair regarded Mr Man- 
detson as too controversial a fig- 
ure within the Labour Party to 
make hhn an open member of 
his leadershi p campaign team. 
But as “Bobby” he performed 
a clandestine and central role 
in the campaign, giving his 
usual mixture of media, tacti- 
cal and strategic advice. And he 
continued to do so, along with 


Gordon Brown, up to and in- 
cluding the general election 

While Mr Brown was in over- 
all charge of fee campaign and 
its strategy, Mr Mandelson bad 
spent toe best part of two years 

planning jts ffiprfiairi fs While 
nn n tinning , along mntfi the than 

Shadow Chancellor; to give a 
stream of political advice. And 
with the help ofPhiEp Gould, the 
man he brought in to provide re- 
search, after he was appointed 
director of communications in 
1985. Mr Mandelson also gave 
polling advice. 

It seemed baffling to many in 
a party which took the best part 
of a decade to shake off its deep 
suspicion of, and hostility to- 
wards, the press that someone 
whose initial skills and experi- 
ence were in media relations 
should come to assume such 


importance- But that overlooks 
two important points. Chid is the 
nature of oppositions, for whom 
the media is virtually the only 
weapon, apart from parliament, 
at their disposal And the sec- 
ond is, as Mr Mandelson bad 

been one of the fi rst prom inent 

Labour figures to realise, the 

Marshall MrT jihan- psqiip truth 

that in modem politics it is im- 
possible to separate the medi- 
um from the message. Just as 
the good salesman whose prod- 
uct is thought to be unsafe, or 
useless, goes bad: to his boss- 
es and tells them to change the 
product, so tiie political media 
man begins to exercise and in- 
fluence in policy. 

This helps to explain not 
only Mr Mandelsan's role, but 
the steadily increasing-impor- 
tance of his oldfriend Alastair ' 


Campbell in the Prime Mm& 
ter’s inner counsels. Mr Man- . 
delson provided not only advice, 
but in the notoriously friendless 
world of high politics, friend- ' 
ship. Last but not least he was 
a lightning conductor. As the 
leadership’s most unpopular 
figure he was stole to do down 
its enemies and take the heat 
by being its public defender 
when it got into trouble. And in 
all this Mr Mandelson had a re- 
visionist clarity which dated at 
least from his time as a Lam- 
beth councillor in the early 
1980s. •' 

. Mr Mandelson has never 
been short of faults but incon- 
sistency hasn’t been one of 
them-Tbere will no doubt be ju- 
bilation in many quarters (rf tiie 
- Labour -Party this Christmas. 
But not in Ten Downing Street 


ifip 
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The millionaire businessman who wanted to help 



<r~* 


GEOFFREY ROBINSON gave up 
his hold on Treasury office after 
surviving months of speculation 
and controversy abou t his busi- 
ness background. 

It was finally an act of gen- 
erosity that brought him down, 
and Downing Street was quick 
to absolve the millionaire busi- 
nessman from blame. “Geoffrey 
is not a tepee” the Prime Min- 
ister's official spokesman said. 
“He has been a Labour member 
of Parliament for a very long 
time and he is somebody who is 
very generous.” 

However, it was the continu- 
ing questioning of Mr Robinson's 
business links and his secret 
funding of Gordon Brown's pri- 
vate office in opposition that 
made his resignation inevitable. 

Disclosures are still emerg- 
ing of the undisclosed sums he 
gave to the Smith Political 
Economy Unit, created after the 


By Colin brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


numeration which he denied ROBINSON'S DEFENCE 


death of the party leader John 
Smith, to give support to Mr 
Brown as Shadow Chancellor 
before the 1997 general election. 

Mr Robinson’s penthouse in 
Park Lane, central London, 
has regularly been used tty the 
Chancellor and his advisers. Eld 
Balls and Charlie Whelan, for 
planning meetings and watch- 
ing football on television, with 
the support of room service 
from the Grosvenor Paris hoteL 

The “charges” against Mr 
Robinson include: 

■The Department <rf Trade and 
Industry inquiry into allega- 
tions of possible accounting of- 
fences by Hollis Industries pic, 
a Maxwell company of which 
Mr Robinson was chairman. 
The accounts showed the chair- 
man receiving £200,000 in re- 


ever receiving; 

■The Committee on Standards 
and Privileges which said, in a 
report in January, that his in- 
terests toe Orion Thist “would 
have been better registered” al- 
though he was cleared of 
breaching the rules of the 
House; 

■ Onl8 November the com- 
mittee found he had broken the 
rules of the House by foiling to 
register his share-holding in 
StenbeQ Ltd, through which 
be paid staff salaries at the New 
Statesman. He was censured 
and forced to make a personal 
apology in the Commons,- 

■ And the Parliamentary Com- 
missioner for Standards has 
been asted to investigate his fail- 
ure to register his business re- 
lationship with Robert Maxwell 
between 1987 and 1991. 

Born in Sheffield, the son of 



Mr Robinson and his wife, Marie-Elena 


a furniture manufacturer. Mr 
Robinson was managing di- 
rector of Jaguar Cars by the age 
of 33. before winning his seat for 
Coventry North Wfest in 1976. 


He made his millions from 
TTansTec, a Midlands company 
he founded specialising in toe 
transfer of ideas from univer- 
sity to the shopfloor. 


During his time at Jaguar: he 
met Joska Bourgeois, a Belgian 
millionairess who gave him the 
backing that enabled him to 
found HansTtec. After her death 
aged 81, she left him another for- 
tune, which be placed in an off- 
shore trust 

His growing wealth made en- 
emies in toe Labour Party and 
he fought off a Bennite attempt 
to oust him from his seat With 
toe collapse of toe left, toe 
Blairites saw his value. He was 
appointed Paymaster-General 
in May last yean to spearhead 
the drive to bring private fi- 
nance into public schemes. He 
refused to draw his ministeri- 
al salary. “He was a bit naive, 
and like a fish out of water in 
politics,” said a minister. “But 
he didn't draw a salary. He 
didn’t need all this aggro. He 
just (fid it because be wanted to 
make contribution.’' 


The Tories - stung by toe 
“sleaze” allegations against 
them - scrutinised his business 
dealings and found a number of 
examples where he had foiled 
to malm proper or full disclo- 
sures to the House. They found 
he had offshore holdings worth 
an estimated £30m. 

The writing was on toe wall 
for Mr Robinson when Mr Blair 
decided against using his sump- 
tuous Ihscan villa last summer 
for his family holiday, having en- 
joyed its attractions the previous 
year “tt marked foe card far Ge- 
offrey,” said a ministerial source. 
“He was very put out and puz- 
zled but be recognised he was 
drawing too mud) flak and Blair 
was distancing himseJ£” 

The Prime Minister’s in- 
stinct was to drop Mr Robinson 
from the Government in his 
July reshuffle and replace him 
with Geoff Hoon, the Lord 


Chancellor’s spokesman in the 
Commons, but Mr Brown 
fought to keep Mr Robinson in 
his Treasury team. 

The Chancellor and the 
multi-millionaire had become 


Cl 


firm friends. He was appointed}' 
to 


to the Treasury team 
a business vitality to toe Blair 
government 

Mr Robinson’s business in- 
sight brought him some sur- 
prising affies within the Cabinet 
One of his strongest supporters 
was John Prescott the deputy 
Prime Minister; who privately 
found his knowledge of business 
invaluable in dealing with the 
private sector to finance public 
transport schemes. 

“He came up with new ideas 
and if John came up with ideas, 
he would not reject them. He 
would say. 'Let's talk about it\V 
and find a way of making them 
work.” said a Whitehall source. 


The rise of Blairites 
with modern ideas 


The Cabinet reshuffle 


TOW BLAIR reaffirmed his au- 
thority over his Cabinet yes- 
terday with the promotion of the 
moderniser. Stephen Byers, to 
toe post of Secretary of State for 
Trade and Industry. 

It was a dear signal that toe 
Prime Minister wants Mr 
Byers to continue with the pol- 
icy direction taken by Peter 
Mandelson over the semi-pri- 
vatisation of the Post Office and 
trade union recognition. 

Mr Mandelson angered Gor- 
don Brown, the Chancellor by 
refusing to fully privatise the 
Post Office, opting instead for 
greater commercial freedom 
within the public sector. 

Geoffrey Robinson is expect- 
ed to be replaced as Paymaster 
General by Geoff Hoon, Lord 
Irvine’s ministerial spokesman 
in the House of Commons. The 
Lord Chancellor was said to be 
resisting the pressure to allow 
his junior minister to be moved 
by Mr Blair, but was expected 
to be overruled. 

Mr Hoon. a well-liked rain- 


by Colin Brown and 
Paul Waugh 


ister and a lawyer was pencilled 
in for the post last July, but was 
kept in his position as Com- 
mons spokesman for the Lord 
Chancellor’s department after 
a successful rearguard action 
by Mr Brown to stop Mr Robin- 
son being sacked. “There are 
few people who can get on with 
Lord Irvine like Geoff Hoon, 
and he doesn’t want to lose him, 
but it looks like he will be over- 
ruled,” said a Whitehall source. 

Alan MDburn, the Minister of 
State for Health, was promot- 
ed into the Cabinet by Mr Blair 
to replace Mr Byers as Chief 
Secretary to the Treasury. 

Mr Mflbum. 40, is regarded 
as hard-headed and a Brown 
supporter - which may have 
cost him the Cabinet promotion 
last July - but he regards him- 
self as much a moderniser as 
Mr Byers, who is a dose friend. 

There was speculation last 
night in Whitehall that Mr Blair 


will replace Mr Mil bum as 
health minister with John Den- 
ham, the minister of social se- 
curity; a Blairite who did much 
of the spade work on the reform 
of pensions before Frank Field 
resigned last July from the 
task of “thinking the unthink- 
able” Since then. Mr Denham 
has won his spurs as the num- 
ber two to Alistair Darting, the 
. Social Security Secretary. 

Mr Mflburn will be able to 
mark a double celebration to- 
morrow. Christmas Day is also 
the second birthday of his sec- 
ond son, Danity He has anoth- 
er son, Joe, aged seven, with his 
partner; Ruth BrieL Mr Milbum 
takes his parental responsibil- 
ities seriously. He has been 
seen pushing a pram to his of- 
fice and at party conferences. 

He stayed up all night writ- 
ing toe White Paper on health 
reforms to be introduced in 
April, and the onty way he could 
stay awake was to play rap and 
soul music, loudly, in his office, 
causing a few raised eyebrows. 




-aclli 




The promotion of Mr Byers 
to the DTI was the latest stage 
in a political career that can 
justly be described as “mete- 
oric”, making him tipped as a 


Stephen Byers (left), the newSecretaiy of State for TVade and 

dl his grasp of policy media ere should concede trade union rw_- t . , 

savvy and ability to rise effort- recognition. Mr Byere is likelv H*iy«? lte ^ Blairite creden- 
lessty without making too many to face a Commons rebellion bv ^.^old MP can, 

enemies has led some to com- Labour MPs over the cfetoii ™ f 00 frequently does, claim that 

pare him with Mr Blair. toe BID. The TUC last nishtsaffi Ckgrouad Proves that he 

future leadership candidate. He has Inherited a contro- it looked forward to worW f aot some MiUbank clone Ob* 

— — The MP for tyneside North vereial compromise over trade with Mr Byers “Next wa 6 with the metropolis His 

mark as shrewd questioner on readied the Catenet this sum- union recognition. Mr Mandel- promises to be an historic vm of politics came in the 

mer, just six years after enter- sou upset toe unions, who fear for trade unions with the Fhfr North East, where he was one 

mg Parliament to become the forthcoming Harness at ness at Work Bill due in i am ,' ? f , *y°ung bloods” whe^* 

Chief Secretary to the Treasury. Work legislation will give too ary and with the ““S* 14 off both right-wingers^ 0 

A former law lecturer and much power to an arbitration opportunities for social n, rt . Stents to lead North TV 

leader of North Tyneside Coira- body to decide which employ- nership,” a statement said ” esldecouncfl - “That put steel 

_ _ U “1 my back-hnn* 
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Mr MUburn is expected to 
give his successor a hard 
grilling over the finances at the 
Department of Health. “He 
thought he was over-generous 
towards the GPs,” said a friend 
last night Mr Mflburn made his 


Vr 


toe PuMre Accounts Committee 

after winning his Darlington 
seat in 1992 and bis skills at 
probing public finances will be 
well used in the Treasury. 


toy back-bone,” he said later. 
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Crucial questions remain over loan 


jj'; fo' ANDREW VERITY 

CRUCIAL QUESTIONS remain 
over whether Peter Mandelson 
correctly declared the £373,000 
loan from Geoffrey Robinson 
when he applied for a mortgage 
for his Notting H31 home. 

Mortgage experts also sug- 
gested yesterday that a loan 
without regular interest 
repayments, as Mr Robinson 
had agreed with the former 
trade secretary, would nor- 
mally be considered a “gift". 

Under the normal proce- 
dures of the Britannia Building 
Society, which granted the 
mortgage, Mr Mandelson was 
required to sign a declaration 


stating he had not arranged any 
other loan, second mortgage or 
improvement grant in connec- 
tion with the property’ in 
Northumberland Place. 

He was also required to cer- 
tify that all the details he had 
given on Britannia's mortgage 
application form were correct. 
Mr Mandelson has said he 
could not recall whether he 
declared the loan when he 
applied to borrow £150,000 in 
late 1996. Britannia Building 
Society said it was legally 
barred from answering ques- 
tions on his application because 
of the Data Protection Act. 

Mortgage lenders usually 
insist on being told of any out- 


mortgage Mystery 


standing loans held by a bor- 
rower; to let them assess the 
risk that the mortgage appli- 
cant will become unable to 
keep up repayments. 

A spokesman for Britannia 
said: “Anyone who applies fora 
loan with Britannia is required 
to give us details of all their 
financial commitments. We 
always need to establish 
whether or not a customer is 
My able to repay." 

When a mortgage repre- 
sents only a small fraction of a 
property’s value, lenders also 
expect to be informed of how 


the borrower is funding die 
rest of the purchase. While 
gifts from relatives are 
accepted, commercial loans 
are frowned upon. 

Building societies will occa- 
sionally waive some of their nor- 
mal lending criteria to VIPs, 
but will stm cany out certain 
vital checks- 

Raflure to disclose a sub- 
stantial second loan, secured 
against the same property, 
would trigger immediate con- 
cern, because it would prevent 
the lender forcing a sale should 
the borrower default. 


In. his letter to Elizabeth 
FQltin, the new parliamentary 
commissioner for standards. 
Mr Mandelson daimed his loan 
from Mr Robinson was not a 
gift, in spite of Mr Robinson’s 
agreement not to demand reg- 
ular interest payments. 

Mr Mandelson said the 
agreement was that part of the 
loan would be repaid by the sale 
of his former property. The 
remainder was to be repaid 
upon the sale of the house in 
Northumberland Place- 

According to mortgage 
experts, loans would normally 
be considered a “gift" if the 
lender had waived the right to 
regular repayments, as Mr 


Robinson had Under Mr Man- 
delsorfs arrangement, inter- 
est owed to Mr Robinsavat the 
Midland Bank base rate of &25 
per cent, would not be repaid 
but added to the value of the 
loan. By now; the loan amount 
has risen to more than £420,000.- 
By 2006 Mr Mandelson would 
owe Mr Robinson £883,908. 

Mr Mandelson said Mr 
Robinson would also be at lib- 
erty to register a charge over 
the property; giving him the 
right to force a sale if the for- ' 
mer minister defaulted. 

A search of the Land Reg- 
istry for the property in 
Northumberland Place con- 
firms Mr Robinson has not 



DM Peter. Mandelson abide by Britannia’s rules? 

exercised his right to register mortgage from the Bntanma 
a charge on the property. ■ Building Society, placed on the 
The only charge is for the property in November 1996. 



Dream of following 
grandfather ends 

MILLENNIUM DOME 


Peter Mandelson at the Dome. He wanted to mastermind a national festival, as Ms grandfather Herbert Morrison had done in 1951 


UNTIL yesterday; when peo- 
ple talked of Mandelson's folly 
they were referring to the Mil- 
lennium Dome. 

Now that the Secretary of 
State for Hade and Industry 
has resigned, the “tacky theme 
park” and “white elephant” 
has lost its most passionate 
supporter: 

Fteier Maadeison cast him- 
self as thesavionraf the Dome, 
like his grandfather Herbert 
Morrison, who masterminded 
the 1951 Festival of Britain 
whfle carrying out his duties as 
Clement Attlee'S Ebreign Sec- 
retary Mr Mandelson wanted to 
prove that he too could organ- 
ise a national extravaganza. 

His political opponents felt 
his position conflicted with his 
duties as Secretary of State for 
Trade and Industry. 

The Dome will now be over- 
seen by- Chris Smith, the Sec- 
retary of State for Cotture, until 
a replacement can be found. 
Stephen Bayfe& the former 
creative director pfetheDotofe' 
who resigned thfo year overpo- 
litical interference in the pro- 
ject and a fall-out with Mr 
Mandelson, saicb “It does 
amuse me hugely that the year 
began with my resignation and 
epdsjriihlii& I don't wapttoapt 
pear to be gloating britL." 


By Kate Watson-smyth 

Mr Mandelson's role in the 
Dome was as the holder of the 
Government's single share in 
the New Millennium Experi- 
ence Company CNMEC) which 
organises the prefect in Green- 
wich, south London. But his 
departure raises serious ques- 
tion, over the ability of the 
time foratee fbemfllionsfram 
private business needed to 
ndife the prefect wort It is also 
morts questionable that the 
Dome will be ready on time. 

Mr Mandelson always main- 
tained he saw no conflict be- 
tween his political and his 
Dome roles. The assurance 
came because he was aware 
British Airways was one of the 
sponsors of the Dome and that 
the Department of Trade and 
Industry was one of the bodies 
due to rule on the possible 
threat to. competitiveness of 
BA's proposed link-up with 
Axria&Buf^iines. 

flre N^EC, however; in- 
sisd^-MrMdnddson was not 
involved in negotiating or 
procuring sponsorship con- 
treats for fee Dome. “All coo- 
tracts were handled by the 
NMEC in-house sponsorship 
team,” the company said last 
night 


But Peter Ainsworth, the 
Conservative spokesman on 
culture said: “The news that 
Peter Mandelson has relin- 
quished his responsibility for 
the Millennium Dome is the 
best Christmas present the 
New Millwmiiim Experience 
Company could have bad. 

“Ever since Mr Mandelson 
took control, the project has suf- 
fered from allegations of con- 
flicting interest, made worse by 
his appointment as Hade and 
Industry Secretary earlier this 
year." 

Jennie Page, the ■chief exec- 
utive of the NMEC, said that de- 
spite Mr Mandelson’s departure 
it was business as usual “He 
has devoted a great deal of 
time and effort to the Dome, for 
which everyone here is ex- 
tremely graMuL" she said. The 
NMEC says it is dose to gath- 
ering all the £l50m sponsorship 
it needs for the Dome, due to 
open on 31 December 1999. 

Whether -Mr Mandelson at- 
tends toe celehrations remains 
to.be seen. He has said the 
Dome will be a chance to “re- 
flect on the pride we have in our 
past and the confidence we 
have in our future". Unfortu- 
nately for him, it may simply 
provide a chance to reflect on 
Ms downfall. 


It’s a loss for us, too, say 
the voters of Hartlepool 


1 V 


The Constituency 


BY DARK'S SA.VA1 


THERE HAS always been an 
irony in Peter Mandelson's 
choice of parliamentary seat 
Since his election to Parliament 
in 1992. Labour's ultimate mod- 
erniser has represented a de- 
pressed north-eastern town 
whose image is the epitome of 
the traditional Labour Parly 
But while there is no greater 
enmity than between two sides 
toe same political party there 
was no dancing on the streets 
of Hartlepool yesterday. 

The consensus was that 
while Mr Mandelson appeared 
to be tiie victim of arrogance, 
the resignation of the lore! MP 
from such a powerful position 
could only be a loss for the town. 

Philip Ash. -17. a bus driven 
said: “It's a shame. He has done 
a good job for Hartlepool I think 
his resignation is just to please 
everyone else, there was a lot of 
pressure on him to quit and it will 
please the Opposition as he is the 
strength of the party." 

The enmity between old and 



Mandelson's other home attracts interest North News 


new Labour should in theory be 
simmering in Hartlepool but 
many traditional supporters 
have been converted by Mr 
Mandelson's devotion to con- 
stituency matters. “Despite 
being one of the busiest figures 
in government he doesn't ne- 
glect his constituents," said 
Peter Barron, editor of the 
Hartlepool Mail. "He has done 
very well as an MP He is still 


very visible in toe town despite 
all his other commitments.” 

But Mr Barron felt Mr Man- 
delson was right to resign. “He 
was in a position where he had 
no choice. I just cant believe he 
could have been so naive. 

“There vriD be mixed feelings 
about toe resignation, but this 
is a traditional working class 
northern town and the whole 
concept of a loan ... as large as 


that for a Labour MP will be so 
alien to foe people of Hartlepool 
that most will think [resigna- 
tion] was the right thing to do." 

The ambrvaience a the re- 
action towards Mr Mandelson 
has deeper roots than Labour 
Party factionalism. Hartlepool 
onceabywcrd for post-industrial 
desolation, has undergone 
something of an economic re- 
covery of late. As Stephen Mc- 
Cormack, 28, a factory worker, 
said yesterday: “I thought he 
should have stuck it out He has 
done a lot for BartlepooL” 

However, the positive views 
are not unanimous. Melanie 
Sonnick, 22. a shop assistant in 
toe town, said: “AH he has done 
for Hartlepool is bring us bad 
publicity" 

Though it wfl] be tittle con- 
solation to the fallen minister: 
whose preferred constituency 
encompasses the cappuccino 
coves of Notting Etifl.it is the ul- 
timate irony that his prompt 
resignation may actually boost 
his standing in a town where old 
Labour values die bard. 
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Headlines helped downfall 


Press Reaction 


a CAREER of manipulating the 
media to his advantage came to 
naught yesterday as newspa- 
pers united in their condem- 
nation of Peter Mandelson. 

Downing Street’s decision to 
accept his resignation yester- 
day morning was influenced by 
the vitriol poured on the min- 
ister and the Government by 
the morning's newspapers. 

The Daily Mail led the at- 
tack. with a front page that 
screamed “Master of Decep- 
tion". Its leader likened the 
minister to Icarus, a man 
bought down by his soaring 
$£de. R condemned govern- 
ment “cronyism’' and raised 
the spectre of Robert Maxwell 
and his links not just with 


8y Paul McCann 
M edia Editor 


Geoffrey Robinson, but with 
other Labour heavyweights. 

Even the Labour-support- 
ing Mirror weighed in, de- 
scribing Mandelson’s JbUe de 
grandeur. “The Government 
underestimated bow it would 
impact on the public," said ed- 
itor Piers Morgan yesterday. 
“They were hoping because he 
did nothing illegal he would get 
away with ft. The press re- 
alised how such a large sum 
would disgust the public." 
Under the headline “A crisis of 
arrogance and greed", The Mir- 
ror also attacked cronyism. 

The Express led with the 


headline “How he hid the 
truth”, and accused Mr Man- 
delson of offering only “token 
regrets". In The Times he was 
compared to Becky Sharp from 
the novel Vanity Fair, both 
have a “flaw” of wanting to 
“lead the high life on virtually 
no money". 

The Guardian stopped short 
of calling for Mr Mandelson's 
resignation, but lamented his 
poor judgement and reported 
on the private “glee” of many 
Labour MPs at his discomfort 

Certain elements recurred in 
yesterday’s coverage. Almost 
all papers traced Mandelson's 
rise from a humble cottage to 
his recent status as king of 
Nineties cooL The other device 


no one could resist was com- 
paring his Notting HM home 
with those of his constituents. 
The Mail claimed he could 
have bought nine bouses In 
Hartlepool with toe borrowed 
money, The Mirror said it was 
30, 77cc Telegraph said it was 36 
and The Sun said he could 
have bought a whole street 
The Sun's front page com- 
bined two quotes from Tbny 
Blair speeches: “We are on the 
side of ordinary people against 
privilege. We must be purer 
than pure.” If that was so, 
asked The Sun,“how the hell 
can Mandy stay?” It seems 
that after seeing yesterday's 
front pages, Tony Blair asked 
the same question. 
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Mickey eclipsed by 
Disney’s own Pooh 
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“MERRY CHRISTMAS. Pooh!” 
said Christopher Robin. 
“■fouVe been such a generous 
beat; such a kind bear; you de- 
serve pots and pots of honey!" 

“Oh, thank you!" exclaimed 
Pooh as he helped himself to 
a smackereL “Mmm," he said, 
licking his lips. “What a very 
sweet Christmas this is!" 

And so the world's favourite 
cuddly bear heralds the festive 
season, surrounded by aC his 
friends from the Hundred Acre 
Wood. There is snow outside, 
and Pooh is wearing a Santa 
hat and scarf! It doesn't sound 
much like A A Milne. But 
that’s because it isn’t A A 
Milne, except by the vaguest of 
associations. This is Disney 
FOoh, a revamped version of 
the original Bear of\fery Little 
Brain as conceived for the 
multimedia age, and - to judge 
by his performance in shopping 
rnall$ across the United States 
- a monstrously successful 
marketing exercise. 

Ann Braybrook’s seasonal 
book The Sweetest Christmas, 
“based on the Pooh stories by 
A A Milne”, is just one of a 
slew of spin-offs Hying out of 
the shops and into toddlers' 
bedrooms this yean At every 
turn parents are confronted 
with Pooh books, Pooh videos, 
PDoh clothing. Pooh satchels 
and school bags. Pooh sheets, 
Pooh toothbrush holders and 
Pooh soap dispensers. 

According to Disney Pooh is 
bigger than any of its spin-offs 
from A Bug’s Life or Tby Story 
or The Lion King. He's even 
bigger than Mickey Mouse. 
Winnie the Pooh is currently 


BY ANDREW GlJMBEL 
in Los Angeles 



the number two licensed toy 
tine in America, with only Bar- 
bie pipping him to the post 

“Pooh belongs to every- 
body” says John Singh of Dis- 
ney's consumer products 
division in an attempt to 
py plain a phenomenon that 
has sky-rocketed in just two 
short years. Mostly his success 
is a reflection of Disney's 
extraordinary marketing mus- 
de and an assiduous corporate 
courtship that stretches back 
more than half a century. 

As early as the Forties, Walt 
Disney entered tortuous 
negotiations for the rights to 
the Pooh menagerie, dealing 
with both A A Milne’s estate 
and Dutton Publishing, which 
issued the books in America. 

When a deal was eventually 
struck in 1964, Disney trod 
carefully; giving up on the idea 
of a full-length feature and 
opting instead for a series of 
short films that adhered 


closely to the original stories. 

From the outset, however; 
E H Shepard’s illustrations 
were redrawn as Walt Disney 
decided, in quintessential Hol- 
lywood fashion, that -Winnie 
the Pooh didn’t took enough 
like Winnie (he Rjoh. No longer 
Christopher Robin's raggedy 
bed companion, Pooh became 
a smiling Californian sort of 
bear with for as golden as the 
honey he so loved to eat 

In time, as Disney invented 
whole new plotlines to put 
Pooh on TV, he developed a 
very Wtest Coast psychobabble 
sensibility which involved lots 
of hugging and affirmations of 
friendship. He also acquired a 
skimpy bright red T-shirt that 
on one less chubby th an he 
might have been accused of 
looking downright sexy. 

For 30 years, Disney sub- 
contracted the merchandising 
of FOoh to Sears Roebuck but 
that all changed in 1996. 

Disney had developed into 
a world-class entertainment 
conglomerate with access to 
television stations, shops and 
a string of toy-making con- 
tractors kept busy by its never- 
ending series of big screen 
hits. It took over the mer- 
chandising itself and the Pooh 
machine went into overdrive. 

In deference to parents with 
memories of the original sto- 
ries, Disney tias put out a line 
of toys called Classic Pooh, 
which more dosely resemble 
tfaeE H Shepard originals, but 
to most American kids Winnie 
the Booh is Disney Pooh and 
they wouldn't want him any 
other way. 
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Pooh and friends in the Disney cartoons which portray Pooh as a golden, Califor- 
nia-styie bear, a for cry from E H Shepard’s original drawings (top left) 
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HALOGEN LAMP 

AN 221929 

• Low voltage - 
maximum safety 

• Extendable & adjustable head 

• Includes bulb 


A4 COLOUR FLATBED SCANNER 

MODEL NO. MUSTEK AOOCP SCANECniBS AN3J8830 

• Single pass scanning 

• 30 bit colour 

• Scanning software included 


CBEAVURES 3 
GAME SOFTWARE 

AN H 76363 

• Sequel to best-idling Creatures 

• Fun far all the family 
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TTHST CHAIR 

ANSI 1969 

■ Manual seat height 
adjustment 

• Back height adjustable 

• Swivel action 
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CORDLESS PHONE 

• ANSWER MACHINE 

MOOH.NO SPRS150 AK33I530 

• Range up to 50m inside, 
300m outside 

• LCD display 

■ 88 hours standby 

• 50 min recording time 
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WORKSTATION 

MODa NO. BJTE AN32KUJ2 

• Keyboard and printer shelves 

• Beech laminate worle surface 

• Silver coated steel hanewpik 
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EPSON COLOUR 
INKJET PRINTER 

MOOB.NO X40AN321I74 

• 720 dpi photo realistic 

• 4 ppm black and 
2. 5 ppm colour text 
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OLYMPUS HANDHELD 
DICTATION MACHINE 

MODtt NO. 700 AN 322 693 

• 17 (tours battery life on 
continuous play 

• Swhchable tape speed 
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A WOMAN whose parents were 
killed in a notorious IRA bomb- 
ing chained herself to a gate at 
the Maze prison near Belfast 

yesterday in protest against the 
release of republican prisoners 
for Christmas. 

Those who were given 10-day 
parole yesterday included Sean 
KeHy the IRA prisoner whose 
bomb killed both Michelle 
Williamson's parents. Kelly 
slipped away, avoiding Ms 
Williamson, who later said: 
“Kelly is an even bigger mur- 
dering coward than I thought 
he was.” 

The incident illustrated the 
sensitivity over prisoner re- 
leases, which form part of the 
Good Friday Agreement More 
than 200 permanent releases 
have already taken place undo: 
the agreement 

Yesterday it was the usual 
Christmas paroles. Those re- 
leased were associated with 
some of the most notorious in- 
cidents and darkest days of ^ vi- 
olence of the Roubles. 

Sean Kelly, for example, was 
hfans elf almost killed in the 
Shankfll Road fish shop attack 
m 1993, when an IRA bomb detr 
onated prematurely Inning a 
colleague and nine Protestant 
civilians. Other IRA. prisoners 
on parole include Patrick 
Magee - or the “Brighton 
bomber” - who was jailed for 
the 1984 bomb in the Grand 
Hotel which billed five people 
attending the Conservative 
Party's annual conference. 

On the loyalist side, those 
who will spending Christmas at 
home include Michael Stone, 
tiie Ulster Defence Assbda- . 
turn gunman who killed three 
people attending a republican 
funeral in Belfast in 1988, and 
Johnny “Mad Dog” Adair. 
Adah; who was regarded as the 
head of the UDAs assassination 


BY David mcKittrick 

Ireland Correspondent _ 


squads, was the IRA’s target in 
the Shankill Road bombing. 

Under the terras of the Good 

Friday Agreement all prison- 
ers affiliated to the major para- 
military groups can expect 
permanent release by mid- 
2000. While technically they 
can be recalled to prison at any 
time, this is considered unlike- 
ly except if there is a return to 
wholesale violence or if they are 
seem to become involved again 
in terrorist activity. 

Unionist critics of the agree- 
ment, together with the Con- 
servative Rarty have called for 
a halt to releases unless the 
IRA begins to decommission 
weapons. The Government’s 
position, however; is that the re- 
leases were specified in the 
agreement and have since been 
endorsed in the referendum. 

The Northern Ireland Sec- 
retary, Mo Mowlam, said yes- 
terday: “It’s not easy to go 
through the kind of changes , 
that are taking place as a result 
of the agreement. The accel- 
erated release of prisoners is 
tough, not just for those with 
families or friends who have 
been murdered, hut I think its 
bitter for everybody; a bitter pill 
to swallow.” 

Opposition to the releases 
has also come from police rep- 
resentatives on both sides of 
the border. In the republic, 
four men convicted of killing 
members of the Gardai have 
been freed - under protest 

As part of the conditions for 
releases in the north, all pris- 
oners must not make any pub- 
lic comment, appear at any 
demonstration or involve them- 
selves in any sort of behaviour 
which could cause distress to 
victims or victims’ relatives... 
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No charges for 
Bridgewater 
Four police 
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SEVEN POLICE officers who 
woe alleged to have fabricated 
evidence that led to the false 
conviction of the Bridgewater 
Fbur are not to be charged by 
the Crown Prosecution Service. 

Solicitors for the Pour said 
yesterday's announcement by 
the CPS “beggared belief” and 
even David CaJvert-Smith, the 
new Director of Public Prose- 
cutions, said he appreciated 
the decision could be seen as 
“difficult to understand”. 

Ann Whelan, the mother of 
Michael Hickey, one of those 
■wrongly convicted, said the 
CPS action was “horrendous, 
outrageous, and deplorable". 
She vowed to fight on. 

Supporters of the wrongly 
convicted men had expected po- 
I lice officers to face charges 
after the Court of Appeal raised 
“grave concerns’' last year over 
the police investigation. 

Michael Hickey, Vincent 
Hickey and Jim Robinson were 
freed by the court after spend- 
ing 17 years in prison. Pat Mol- 
loy, the fourth man convicted of 
murdering the newspaper boy 
Cari Bridgewater died in prison 
in 1981. 

Eight detectives - one of 


By Ian Burrell 
H ome Affairs Correspondent 


whom has s in ce died -were im- 
plicated in the Court of Appeal 
ruling delivered in July last 

year over the way Staffordshire 

Fblice gathered evidence in the 
case. 

But Mr Calvert-Smith said 
there was no realistic prospect 
of convicting the officers. He 
pointed out the Court of Appeal 
had access to material that 
would not be admissible in a 
criminal trial. 

Allegations focused on 
claims that Pat Mollqy con- 
fessed to being at the scene of 
the crime only after being 
shown records of a forged 
interview with co-defendant 
Vincent Hickey. 

James Nichol, the solicitor 
representing all three freed 
men, said there was clear evi- 
d«ice against at least two of the 
officers who had signed state- 
ments denying a lake interview 
report had been drawn up con- 
cerning Michael Hickey, a fact 
contradicted by scientific tests 
proving the existence of the re- 
port and which formed the 
pLank of the appeal case. 
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Suppliers 
call for 
fluoride 
in water 


FLUORIDATION OF Britain’s 
water supplies moved closer 
yesterday, as the water indus- 
try called for a change in the 
law to hand over the decision to 
health authorities. 

Water UK, which represents 
the country's water utility com- 
panies, delighted campaigners 
and medical bodies by sug- 
gesting the decision on whether 
to add fluoride should no longer 
be made by the water firms and 
instead be taken on medical, not 
commercial grounds, after pub- 
lic consul tation. 

Such a move would almost 
certainly increase the number 
of people drinking fluoridated 
water, which has been shown to 
cut the incidence of tooth decay. 
About 10 per cent of the popu- 
lation, 5.5 million people, cur- 
rently have fluoride added to 
their water, mainly in the West 
Midlands and the North East. 

Fluoride occurs naturally in 
all water supplies and in some 
places, such as Hartlepool the 
level is high enough to provide 
protection. In other areas, 
where the natural level has 
been topped up artificially, 
decay rates have fallen. 

Over the past decade. 55 
requests have been made by 
health authorities to water 
companies to add fluoride but 
all have been turned down due 
to fears of legal action by anti- 
fluoride groups, who have 
claimed that fluoridation 
amounts to mass medication 
and is in breach of civil liberties. 

Last week a judicial review 
ruled that North umbrian Water 
had the right to refuse to extend 
fluoridation of its supplies 
under current legislation. The 
Government indicated its back- 
ing for fluoridation in a Green 
Paper on public health in Feb- 
ruary, whirls tn be followed by 
a White Paper in the new year. 


By Jeremy Laurance 
Health Editor 


Last month, the Acheson 
report into health inequalities, 
commissioned by the Govern- 
ment, also called for wider flu- 
oridation. Yesterday. Pamela 
Taylor, chief executive of Water 
UK, said the law was a “mess” 
and reform was overdue. 

The 1985 Water Fluorida- 
tion .Act left responsibility with 
the water companies. That 
should be switched to health au- 
thorities, who should be 
required to carry out full pub- 
tic consultation, she said. 

She said she had written to 
Tfcssa JoueU, the Health min- 
ister, seeking an urgent meet- 
ing in the new year. “The next 
step rests with the Govern- 
ment," she said. 

The proposal was welcomed 
by the British Medical Associ- 
ation and the NHS Confedera- 
tion. Sheila Jones of The 
National Alliance against Den- 
tal Health Inequalities, repre- 
senting 31 medical dental and 
voluntary organisations, said: 
“The water companies are fac- 
ing up to the reality that this 
Government is not going to 
put up with the industry in the 
way the previous one did. 

“They have seen the writing 
is on the wall” 

Opponents warned that flu- 
oridation can cause dis- 
colouration of tooth enamel 
and have long-term conse- 
quences for health. John Gra- 
ham of the National Pure Water 
Association said: “I think Water 
UK will effectively be facilitat- 
ing the aims of the pro- 
fluoride lobby in government” 

He added: “What we want is 
an independent public inquiry 
into the effects of fluoride in tap 
water No one has anything to 
fear from that” 



Doreen Taylor, 66, and her mother, Emily Hayward. 97. When she is not caring for her mother, Mrs Taylor helps Age Concern Andrew Fox 

A smile is the only reward I need’ 


By Kate Watson-Smyth 


AT THE age of 66, Doreen T&y- 
lor should be enjoying her re- 
tirement and allowing others to 
look after her. Instead, she 
spends her time looking after 
her mother and running a day 
centre for the elderly. 

Mrs Taylor is the warden at 
the Friends Meeting House in 
Wolverhampton and. in any 
spare time, works as a volun- 
teer for Age Concera 
“It takes up all my time but 
I really enjoy it,” she said. “I 
have never thought of mon ey as 
the most important thing and 
the joy on the old people's foces 
when they come to the day 
centre or I take them out for 
lunch is compensation in itself” 
Every day at 7.30am she dri- 
ves to her mother's house, pre- 
pares breakfast and dresses 
her. “It used to be quite quick 
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to do. but now she is 97 and I 
am usually there until about 
10am,” she said. 

On Tuesdays she goes home 
via die market, where she buys 
food for lunch at the day centre, 
which opens every Wednesday. 
“We have about 24 people in 
each week and it is the highlight 
of their week, because many of 
them aren't very mobile. I have 
another volunteer to help and 
we make them lunch or some- 
times take them out in the Age 


Concern ambulance to the 
country or to the pub for lunch.” 

At 3.30pm, when the centre 
doses, Mrs Taylor deans up 
and folds the tables before 
going home and making tea for 
herself and her husband, Den- 
nis, 67. Then she returns to her 
mother’s house to give her 
supper and get her ready for 
bed “She stays with me three 
days a week, which makes 
things easier but she is very at- 
tached to her little flat and I am 
determined she will be able to 
stay there as long as she wants. 

“I don't mind looking after 
her. She (fid so much for us as 
children and it seems only right 
that I should try and repay 
some of that 

“I film to be busy and I shall 
keep on doing this as long as I 
can. I feel proud I can do some- 
thing to help these people and 
that’s all the reward I need” 


HOW YOU CAN HELP 


YES ! would like Co support 

The Independent Christmas Appeal 

Make a credit card donation 

CALL NOW 

Freephone 0800 00 99 66 

lines open every day, 7am - 7pm 

Afiemduvely, enclose a Cheque/ Postal Order/ CAP Voucher (delete as 

appropriate) for £ made payable to The Independent Christmas Appeal 

Name — 

Address 


Postcode 


Please post this form with your cneque/postal crder/CAF noucher to. 

The Independent Christmas Appeal, Ace Concern 
England, Freepost ABA, London. SW16 AYX. 

80% of all monies raised tti rough The Independent Christmas Appeal will support the 
vital wort that Are Concern England carries out. As trie host charily Age Concern 
England wW distribute (n equal shares 20% ol all funds raised to St Christopher's 
Hospice and Action on Elder Abuse tall registered charine) 
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Longer 
life for 
childless 
women 


By Steve Connor 
Science Editor 


PEOPLE WHO are genetically 
destined to live a long life are 
also more likely to have fewer 
children, according to a study 
of 33.000 European aristocrats. 

Scientists who analysed the 
longevity and family size of 
aristocrats born between 1740 
and 1875 have discovered evi- 
dence to suggest that those who 
lived longer did so because 
their bodies were less suited to 
rearing offspring. 

The findings fit in with a the- 
ory of Darwinian survival, 
which says that some animals 
are genetically programmed 
to die young and have many off- 
spring whereas others are less 
fertile and so live longer 

Rudi Westendorp, of Leiden 
University in the Netherlands, 
and Ibm Kirkwood, of the Uni- 
versity of Manchester obtained 
the records of 19,830 male and 
13,667 female aristocrats to 
compare life spans against the 
ages when they had children, in 
addition to family size. 

FTofessor Kirkwood a bio- 
logical gerontologist, was test- 
ing his “disposable soma 
theory", which predicts that 
any investment the body - or 
soma - makes in ensuring fer- 
tility and reproduction is di- 
verted away from repairing the 
continual damage caused by 
the ageing process. This “trade 
off" has already been estab- 
lished by experiments on fruit- 
flies, which show that individual 
animals who are genetically 
programmed to have a long life 
are less fertile than those des- 
tined to die young. 

The scientists found a clear 
correlation between extended 
longevity and small family size. 
Almost half the women who 
surpassed 81 had no children, 
yet fewer than one-third who 
died before this age were child- 
less, they report in the journal 
Nature. 

“We are not saying those 
people who choose to have 
fewer children are more likely 
to live longer,” Professor Kirk- 
wood said. “It is not conscious, 
but a biological trade-off be- 
tween having offspring and liv- 
ing longer." 


A 

Bedsit rapist becomes subject of first legal exclusion order 


A RAPIST released from jail has 
been banned from visiting parts 
of Manchester and all the city's 
universities at night after police 
yesterday obtained the first 
“curfew order” to come from a 
„ British court 

The ruling by Alan Berg, a 
Manchester stipendiary mag- 
istrate, restricts the move- 


By Jason Bennetto 
Crime Correspondent 

meats of Michael Gordon, 35, 
known as the Bedsit Beast 
after he raped two students at 
knifepoint He was jailed for 12 
years in 1990 for attacks on the 
women, aged 20 and 25, after 
breaking into their bedsits 


while they slept. He had 
prowled the area at night to se- 
lect his targets. 

Police told the court yester- 
day that they had seen Gordon 
recently looking into windows 
and wandering the streets in 
the area where he committed 
the attacks. They believed he 
was searching for a new victim. 


The court ruled that Gordon 
still posed a risk and made him 
the subject of a Sex Offenders 
Order, under legislation that 
came into force at the beginning 
of this month. 

The civil ordec which runs 
for eight years, bans Gordon 
from much of the southern 
part of the city between 10 pm 


and 7am, excepting his home in 
the Rusholme area, which is in- 
side the “exclusion zone". It 
also bans him from the premis- 
es and grounds of Manchester's 
three universities. A breach of 
the order could lead to a max- 
imum five-year jail term. 

He returned to the area in 
March after being released 


from a bail hostel to which he 
was sent after serving eight 
years of his jail sentence. 

Officers told the court they 
had seen Gordon peering 
through bedsit windows at 
night and then running away 
shoeless on tip-toe. 

When he was arrested he 
had a sexually explicit audio 


tape with him, which appeared 
to have been made during an 
encounter with prostitutes. 

Detective Sergeant Chris 
Lowe, who helped to jail Gor- 
don in 1988, told the court “1 am 
under no doubt whatsoever 
that Mr Gordon is using peep- 
ing activities to target victims." 

Gordon's probation officer; 


Penny Jones, described him as 
“cool and calculating". 

Mr Berg said: “I have no hes- 
itation in concluding an order 
is necessary in protecting the 
public from serious harm from 
him" 

Wayne Jackson, represent- 
ing Gordon, said an appeal 
would be lodged immediately. 
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Israelis hit by 
revenge blitz 


THOUSANDS OP residents of 
northern Israel were spending 
a second night in bomb shelters 
last night, after Katyusha rock- 
ets fired from southern 
Lebanon rained down on their 
homes, wounding 13 civilians. 

EGzboIlah, the Islamic shia 
“Party of God” militia, was 
retaliating yesterday for an 
Israeli air strike on Tuesday, 
which killed a Lebanese 
woman and her six children in 
the Bekaa valley of eastern 
Lebanon. Israel apologised for 
the bombing, blaming the 
tragedy on technical malfunc- 
tion or pilot error The crew; it 
said, was aiming at a radio 
transmitter 300 yards away 
from the woman’s home. 

Hizbnllah, which has been 
waging a hit-and-run war of at- 
trition since 1985 with Israeli 
troops occupying a self-pro- 
claimed “security zone" inside 
Lebanon, was not appeased. 

“Once again," it said after 
yesterday’s rocketing, “the 


BIT ERIC SILVER 
in Jerusalem 


resistance has fulfilled its 
promise to protect our terriUsy 
and our civilians. 

“Science must be answered 
by violence. Their blood must 
be spilt for ours." 

According to Reuters, 28 
civilians have now been killed 
in the confrontation this yean 
almost all of them Lebanese. 
The guerrillas lost 37 fighters 
and Israel 20 soldiers in the 
same period 

The Katyusha surface-to- 
surface rockets wreckeda bank 
and houses in Kiiyat Shmona, 
a favourite target for such 
attacks, and cut electricity sup- 
plies, brut most of the Israeli 
casualties were light Antici- 
pating the revenge operation, 
the army had ordered the pop- 
ulation into shelters. 

Lebanese security sources 
said 60 rockets were fired 

“There is tremendous dam- 


age to property" Haim Barin'- 
vai, Kiiyat Shmona’s mayor; 
said, “but the people wereinthe 
shelters. We were realty for 
this situation. The rockets fell 
at the very hour the children 
are driven to school. Fm glad 
they stayed home today." 

This week’s violence has 
revived rails in Israel for the 
government to withdraw the 
army from southern Lebanon. 
Yossi Beilin, a minister in the 
last Labour administration, 
said yesterday: “There is no 
need to stay in a security zone 
that is not ours, which has not 
succeeded in preventing 
Katyusha or other problems, or 
the Mfflng of soldiers.” 

■ In Gaza yesterday, Yasser 
Arafat’s Palestinian Authority 
S hpilth Ahmed Vafsan, 

the spiritual leader of Hamas, 
from house arrest Sheikh 
Yassin was confined to his 
home on 29 October after one 
of the group's suicide bombers 
attacked an Israeli school bus. 



•fi 


' 1*" 
'3 


A child salutes during the ftineral In Baalbek yesterday of a Lebanese woman and her six children killed in an Israeli air raid Reuters 
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'S&entMgftfforyou-. 


.FUgo and get Mum 


~what do you mean you’re not 
towing turkey? 


no Vicky's down south, 
but Johnb here-. 


just a mo, Susies 
somewhere^. 


FUgo and wake 
up your Dad-. 


-.Fm handing you 
over to Unde Peter, 


^ytntrbroOterishm,4 
wish him Happy Chrimbo 



little Sean wants to teS 
you about his new bike-. 


$ r sayheQotoyour 
cousin Sal-. 


-.hang on, Gran& 
coming to the phone. 


-.yotfre right, there is 
hotkihgonTV- 


Unde Vic wants a word 


-.FM drug Aunt Em away 
from the ivaskmgitp-. 


On 



for no more than 50p. 


On Christmas Day and New Year’s Day with BT you can phone whoever you like in the UK, for as long as you like, and youll never pay 
more than 50p for the call. That’s right - local and long distance calls. So, forget about the turkey for a few minutes and pick up the 
phone for a good old natter. This offer is just one more reason for being with BT. 




FRONTLINE 

BETHLEHEM 


O little town 
of bickering 


OPFEn Mi TO INLAND CALLS. INCLUDING HOME HIGHWAY CALLS. MADE BY ALL HESlOENTW. AND BU9N6SS ADVANTAGE CUSTOMERS. NORMAL RATES APPLY TO ALL OTHEN CALLS INCLUDING MON- GEOGRAPHIC NUWEW i7g 03«. 0C5. <M«. 007a 09901. 


YASSER ARAFAT a devout 
M uslim, hymned it as the 
birthplace of the Prince of 
Peace. Bill Clinton came 
seeking salvation and a first 
Family photo-op. But the little 
West Bank town of Bethle- 
hem is on a front line within 
a front line within a front 
line, the confrontation zones 
between Jew and Arab, Mus- 
lim and Christian, Rome and 
Byzantium. 

Yhi fed the tension first as 
you drive in from Jerusalem, 
five miles away. Armed Israeli 
troops man a checkpoint 
“Prepare all documents,” ad- 
monishes a sign in Hebrew, 
Arabic and English, The 
queue of vehicles is longer 
coming out than going in. 

Rachel’s Tomb, much fre- 
quented by barren women 
yearning for children. Looks 
more like a fortress these 
days than a biblical shrine. 
After Israel evacuated Beth- 
lehem just before Christmas 
three years ago, the tomb re- 
mained under Jewish control, 
but on the fringe of Palestin- 
ian territory. The army built 
a mock-Herodian bastion and 
posted more soldiers. 

Whenever angry young 
Palestinians want to resur- 
rect the intifada, this is the 
arena. Rachel’s Tbmb, where 
the road forks left into Beth- 
lehem, is their front line. 

The Palestinian police man 
no checkpoints. Across the di- 
vide, it is as if Bethlehem has 
written off Christmas 1998. 
Manger Square, once the 
world’s most sacred carpark, 
looks more like the world’s 
most sacred building site. 
This year has been mort- 
gaged to the millennium. 

“Two thousand years ago," 
boasted the mayor, Hanna 
Nasser; “a turning point in 
history took place here." To 
mark and market tire an- 
niversary, the Palestinian 
Authority is spending $l30m 
(£78m) of worldwide dona- 
tions on a facelift Manger 
Square is being paved mid 
landscaped, long neglected 
roads resurfaced “They’ll be 
Lucky if they’re finished by 
2500," said my Arab driver. 

An oppressive stone and 
cement police station, built by 
the British in 1938 and 
manned successively by 
British, Jordanian and Israel 
occupiers, has been replaced 
by a huge hole in the ground. 

A Nativity museum arid peace 
centre is planned for the site. 

Hotels and hostels are 
going up for the 3 million pil- 
grims expected between 
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Raisinga star in the 


Christmas 1999 and Easter 
2001. “Bethlehem," said the 
mayor; a Catholic business- 
man, “should be a Mecca for 
Christians." 

The irony was deliberate. 
Bethlehem is a Christian holy 
city with a growing Muslim 
majority. Mr Nasser acknowl- 
edged that 65 percent of his 
30^)00 citizens are Muslims, 
only 35 per cent Christians. 

The sixth-century Church 
of the Nativity at one end of 
Manger Square is echoed by 
a mosque at the other Know- 
ing which side Bethlehem’s 
bread is buttered, the Pales- 
tinian Authority has decreed 
the mayor and deputy mayor 
will always be Christian. 

“Christmas Message is 
Justice and Peace," pro- 
claims a banner near Nativ- 
ity Church. “Christ is the 
Saviour” It is signed: “Fhtah, 
the Palestinian National lib- 
eration Movement" Fatah, 
Yasser Arafat’s power base, 
is renowned for many things, 
none of them pacifism or 
Christian piety. 

Inside the church, the third 
front line is set in stone It is 
no accident that midnight 
mass, televised around the 
worid «mi Christmas Eve is re- 
layed not from the Emperor 
Justinian's Byzantine basilica 
but from a modern Catholic 
church built alongside it In 
the Holy Land, sites spell sta- 
tus. The tug of war between 
the Catholic and Orthodox 

churches goes back at least as 
far as the Crusades. 

“In an extraordinary dis- 
play of tolerance," wrote the 
Dominican scholar Father 
Jerome Murphy- O’ C onnor in 
his Oxford guide to the Holy 
Land, ^the Crusaders and 
Byzantines co-operated in 
the restoration of the church 
between 1165 and 1169." 
Mutual tolerance has been 
hard to come by ever since. 

A few years ago, when the 
Israelis still governed Beth- 
lehem, rain started pouring 
through the 12th-century 
root It had been under dis- 
pute for a century after the 
Turks removed some of the 
lead for ammunition. The 
churches could not agree 
who should fix it 
At the request of the Ar- 
menians and Catholics, a 
Jewish official stepped in, 

hiring a Muslim contractor to 
wat the roof with white plas- 
tic- The Israeli taxpayer foot- 
ed the £30,000 bill. The 
Greeks registered their “dis- 
may" at the intrusion. 

Eric Silver 
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Ex-Nato chief guilty of corruption 


THE FORMER Nato secretaxy- 
■ general WHly Claes, was given 
#i three-year suspended jail 
sentence yesterday at the end 
of Belgium's biggest political 
corruption trial of recent years. 

Mr Claes and two other for- 
mer minister were found guilty 
after a bitterly fought, four- 
month hearing seen by many as 
an indictment of the Belgian po- 
litical establishment 

The three-year suspended 
jail sentence was handed down 
by the county's most senior 
court in Brussels, which con- 


by Stephen Castle 
in Brussels 

victed Mr Claes of corrupt deal- 
ings in two defence contracts 
awarded when he was econom- 
ics minister in the late Eighties. 

The court also gave two-year 
suspended sentences to former 
defence minister Guy Coeme 
and the former head of the 
French-speaking wing of the 
Belgian Socialist Party CPS;, 
Guy Spitaets. The same sen- 
tence was meted out to Serge 
Dassault head of France’s Das- 


sault aviation company, which 
was at the heart of one set of 
bribery accusations. He and Mr 
Claes were each fined 60,000 Bel- 
gian francs (£1,070). Ei gh t other 
former aides and associates 
were convicted and received 
suspended sentences of up to 
two years. 

Although Mr Claes did not 
benefit personally, the court 
ruled that be must have known 
donations to his party were 
linked to the contracts. It con- 
cluded that in 1988, Mr Claes 
had to know that when the Ital- 


ian company Agusta SpA lad for 
a contract for 46 army heli- 
copters. it was discussing a 
bribe for the Flemish-speaking 
Belgian Socialist Party (SPi. 
The presiding judge ruled that 
in the Agusta case, the accu- 
sation of passive corruption has 
been proven for Willy Claes". 

He said Mr Claes and others 
bent the contract rules at the ex- 
pense of the rival bidder, 
France’s Aerospatiale SA. The 
court also found that a donation 
of Bfr60m (Cl. 07m) from Das- 
sault Aviation SA was linked 


to an aircraft equipment deal. 

The Agusta and Dassault 
bribes were paid to Belgium's 
Flemish -speaking and French- 
speaking socialist parties 
through secret Swiss and Lux- 
embourg bank accounts. In 1989 
Belgium outlawed such corpo- 
rate donations to political 
parties. 

The trial in the 1 5-judge high 
court came after the parlia- 
mentary immunity of Mr Claes 
and others had been been lift- 
ed. Prosecutors had to prove 
only that the Agusta and Das- 


sault “gifts” were timed so 
closely to the awarding of con- 
tracts that Mr Claes and the 
others knew they were bribes. 

Despite the length of the 
Agusta-Dassault hewing, it pro- 
duced little new evidence. It 
opened in September amid a dis- 
pute about whether the huge 
body of evidence should be trans- 
lated into Dutch as well as 
French. The origin of the hear- 
ing lies in the murder in 1991 of 
Andre Cools, a former socialist 
minister assumed to have known 
of the financial wrongdoing. 


Mr Spitaels commented: “Of 
course we received money from 
companies, but there was never 
an act of corruption. This truth 

I will defend until my last breath, 

if only for the honour of children 
and grandchildren.'’ 

Mr Claes became Nato 
secretary-general in September 
1994 but resigned when the in- 
vestigation into his role in the 
Agusta case became increas- 
ingly intense. Fbr Mr Coeme, a 
francophone Socialist, this was 
the second corruption- 
related trial in two years. 
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South Korean riot police arresting a monk yesterday at Cbogye Buddhist temple in Seoul, where there is a long-running dispute between Buddhism factions 


Choo Youn-KcmgfAFP 


Willy Claes: Bent the roles 


Buddhist 
temple 
stormed 
by police 


By robin Bui. man 
in Seoul 

SOUTH KOREAN police raided 
the headquarters of the coun- 
try's main Buddhist sect yes- 
terday to enforce a court order 
against dissident monks who 
had been occupying part of tbe 
temple grounds for more than 
a month. 

By the time the raid was 
over at least one riot policeman 
had been rushed to hospital 
with serious injuries, two 
monks had slashed themselves 
and threatened suicide and the 
temple’s administrative build- 
ing had been scorched. 

Police said 18 people, main- 
ly police, were in hospital while 
76. including 53 monks, were ar- 
rested. At 4am local time, 6,000 
riot police began gathering 
around the temple. More than 
L000 were in the grounds when 
the raid began. 

Monks occupying the ad- 
ministrative building placed 
jugs of petrol along the build- 
ing’s ledges and threatened 
suicide via loudspeakers if the 
police tried to storm the 
building. 

The raid was the latest chap- 
ter in a violent power struggle 
in the election of leadership of 
the Chogye Order of Buddhism. 
Dissident monks last month 
drove out supporters of the 
former leader Song Wol-ju 
when he announced his candi- 
dacy fora third four-year term. 
Dissidents said that violated a 
limit of two terms imposed in 
1994. (Reuters' 


Jazz singer conquers Ministers complain to 
Russia’s racial bigotry BBC over Iraq news 


By Phil reeves 

TWENTY-FIVE years ago. give 
or take a week or two, Tim 
Strong had a chance meeting 
with Aretha Franklin. He was 
an awkward and unknown 18- 
year- old, one of nine children 
from a blue-collar family in 
. /’jfsburg, Pennsylvania. She 
was... well the Queen of Soul. 

An aspiring musician, with 
an unusually powerful voice, he 
was sitting at the piano at a re- 
hearsal studio in New York 
when Franklin wandered up 
and asked him to sing. Suddenly 
overwhelmed by nervousness, 
he declined. "I made a lot of 
mistakes back then, and that 
was one of them,” he recalls. 

Since then, both his nerves 
and his career have taken a 
turn for the better. They have 
done so in the unlikely setting 
of the former Soviet Union, 
where jazz was once banned as 
Jj^jversive, and black artists 
•*5re - and still are - few and 
for between. 

After moving to Moscow 
three years ago, where his wife 
was posted as a diplomat with 
the New Zealand embassy, 
Strong, 45, has become an ac- 
claimed performer who pulls 
crowds in clubs and concert 
halls across 11 time zones. 

Acclaimed is no exaggera- 
tion. Not long ago, 10,000 peo- 
ple turned out to see him in 
Akademgorodok. The Moscow 
Tribune newspaper has hailed 
Strong as “arguably the great- 
est jazz singer in Russia today”. 
Art Troitsky, a Russian com- 
mentator and music critic, says 
he is the greatest blues per- 
former in the land. “Not since 
Paul Robeson in the late 1940s 
has an African-American 
singer created such a sensation 
injvhat was once the Soviet 
* declared Newsweek. 

This is no small achieve- 
ment in a society where atti- 




Tfm Strong: Acclaimed across 11 time zones 


tudes to race range from igno- 
rance and low-level xenophobia 
to tbe rabid views of the small 
but growing for right Abuse 
and attacks against black for- 
eign students are depressingly 
commonplace; a few months 
ago, a US marine was badly 
beaten by young racist Rus- 
sians in a Moscow park. 

Tim Strong could scarcely 
have failed to be aware of such 
problems but he says he has 
never experienced any threat- 
ening instance of ra c is m di- 
rected specifically at him. 
There have, however, been mo- 
ments of outright crassness : for 


Russians tend to ask if he is 
Whoopi Goldberg’s brother. 

“People in Russia are just 
not sensitive to race,” he said, 
sitting in his spacious apart- 
ment in central Moscow. “I re- 
member I was in a mafia-type 
joint and this guy asked me to 


‘sing those nigger songs. Ybu 
know the ones.’ he said. Songs 
like ‘Summertime’. 

“But, you know I have been 
walking on this tight rope all my 
life. I have seen everything 
from the ignorant but well- 
meaning to the downright in- 
sensitive on both sides, both 
black and white. It is just 
garbage that comes out of clut- 
tered minds.” 

Nurtured for years in the 
jazz, blues and theatre scene of 
New York, Strong is a protege 
of the drummer-vocalist 
jazzman. Grady Tate. But he 
has also become something of 
a pioneer in his own right with- 
in a society starved of his kind 
of work. 

Ebr years jazz was banned by 
Soviet leaders, who regarded it 
as subversive and a threat to 
the empire’s high art Music 
fens were forced to make Dlidt 
and primitive recordings using 


old X-rays stolen from medical 
clinics. And even relatively late 
on in the USSR's history, when 
the Party was relaxing its con- 
trols, jazz and rock still 
had a reputation for being 
shady, a symptom of Western 
decadence. 

As late as 1974. plans to 
open a new jazz cafe in Gorky 
Park foundered because the 
Communist top brass disap- 
proved, ensuring that Moscow 
remained without any public 
place offering live jazz or rock. 
Even when the cafes began to 
vibrate to the rhythms of Otis 
Redding and Aretha Franklin, 
the Russians - ever fearful 
that individualisra would cor- 
rode the principles of Commu- 
nist collectivity - remained 
cautious. 

Hedrick Smith, in his 1975 
boob The Russians, describes 
attending a jazz lecture that i 
was illustrated by musical ex- 
tracts. About 1,000 young 
people filled the hall. “Not once 
(5d a single head bop in rhythm. 
Not one pair of fingers was 
snapping or clicking to the 
music. No feet were tapping. No 
spontaneous applause broke 
out. People were studious, 
immobile, un expressive.” 

Some of this retentive ap- 
proach is still to be found even 
in today's liberated Moscow. 
“There is a handful of Russian 
jazz musicians who can truly 
swing,” says Strong. “But for 
the most part there is stiD a very 
austere approach, to put it po- 
litely. It is just a rhythmic thing. 
Black people have taught the 
world how to swing, but the 
Russians were so far removed 
here for so long, that they have 
come along the slowest" 

However, they are m a k in g 
progress. At a recent perfor- 
mance by Tim Strong in 
Moscow, the crowds, young 
and old, seemed to be swinging 
along just fine. 


THE GOVERNMENT has ad- 
mitted trying to exert pres- 
sure on tbe BBC to toe the line 
in its coverage of the bombing 
of Iraq. 

Robin Cook, Foreign Secre- 
tary, George Robertson, Sec- 
retary of State for Defence, and 
the Prime Minister's spokes- 
man have all contacted the 
BBC informally to express their 
“disquiet" about the corpora- 
tion’s reporting of the conflict 

The Government’s behav- 
iour echoes similar Conserva- 
tive complaints about Kate 
Adie's coverage of the 1986 
bombing of Libya. It has been 


By Paul McCann 
Media Editor 

criticising the BBC for a lack 
of “health warnings" on news 
reports coming out of Bagh- 
dad. 

The corporation, the Gov- 
ernment fell could have done 
more to tell viewers its reports 
from bombed sites in the dty 
were subject to Iraqi govern- 
ment censorship. 

A Downing Street spokes- 
man said yesterday: “There 
hasn't been a formal complaint 
and, if there was one, it wouldn't 
come from the Prime Minister 


in person. But there has been 
disquiet Alastair Campbell 
Robin Cook and George 
Robertson have had conversa- 
tions with the BBC." 

The BBC's chief executive of 
news, Tony Hall, is believed to 
have been the target of the Gov- 
ernment’s pressure. 

The government spokesman 
noted that Sky's reports from 
the Iraqi capital had made 
clear they were sent under 
Iraqi restrictions. 

A spokesman for the BBC 
denied any pro-Iraq bias and 
said all of its bulletins had 
made clear that reports from 


Baghdad were subject to 
restrictions on where reporters 
could go. 

Meanwhile in Washington 
the National Security Adviser. 
Sandy Berger, said the Clinton 
administration would keep eco- 
nomic pressure on Iraq unless 
it gets rid of its remaining 
chemical and biological 
weapons. 

“The sanctions regime that 
has already cost Saddam 
$120bn [£73bn] will stay in place 
without change until there is 
verified compliance," Mr Berg- 
er said in an address at the 
National Press Club. 


Man-hunt traps 
rail blackmailers 


GERMAN TRAIN passengers 
breathed a sigh of relief yes- 
terday as police announced the 
capture of two blackmailers 
who had tried to hold the na- 
tional railway company to ran- 
som by sabotaging the tracks. 

After an unprecedented 
man-hunt involving Tornado 
jets, military satellites and hun- 
dreds of troops, anti-terrorist 
units seized one of the extor- 
tionists at a Bavarian service 
station. The suspect a 46-year- 
old man from eastern Ger- 
many, had turned up to collect 
a DMlOm <£3.7m) ransom. 

Investigators say he con- 


by Imre Kajracs 

in Bonn 

fessed to three attacks last 
week on rail lines running from 
Berlin. The extortionists, call- 
ing themselves “Friends of the 
Railways”, had placed obstacles 
on the track. A Swedish freight 
train was derailed, but no one 
was hurt After his capture on 
Tuesday, the man said he had 
placed bombs in several railway 
stations. No bomb was found. 

Yesterday morning, a second 
man was arrested. Police say 
one of tbe two held a grudge 
against the railway company. 


David Aaron ovitch 

a Blair is determined not 
to drop body parts into 
the press piranha tank 


IN BRIEF 

Help floods in for Texan octuplets 

AS THE world’s first surviving octuplets kept up their 
struggle to survive, the babies' family was inundated yes- 
terday with offers of infant supplies. Doctors at the Texas 
Children’s Hospital in Houston said the children re- 
mained in a critical condition, with few signs of change 
since birth. Their mother, Nkem Chukwu, is recovering 
from the Caesarean birth of seven of the babies. 

US to expel Cuban diplomats 

THE US State Department plans to expel three Cuban 
diplomats at the United Nations in New York for alleged 
espionage. 1116 department gave the Cuban mission 24 
hours to argue against expelling the three but it received 
no response. The case was connected to the arrest of 10 
alleged Cuban agents in Miami in September. 

Jail for giving son ‘illegal’ name 

A NORWEGIAN woman was jailed for two days for giving 
her son a name the authorities did not like. Kirsti Larsen. 
46, had refused to pay a fine imposed for choosing the 
name “Gesher" for her 13th child, born in 1995. Norwe- 
gian authorities have a list of approved children's names. 
Gesher is Hebrew for “bridge". 

Banana sentencing put on hold 

ZIMBABWE’S HIGH Court yesterday delayed until next 
month the passing of a sentence on the former president 
Canaan Banana. Banana, 62, returned to Zimbabwe last 
week after jumping bail and fleeing to South Africa when 
he was convicted last month of 11 offences of sodomy. 
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Briefing 


BMW denies merger talks 

BMW YESTERDAY denied it had held merger talks with any 
rival car mak ers or that it was under pressure from its 
controlling shareholders, the Qandt family, to seek an 
alliance. There have been reports linking BMW to a 
possible merger with its German counterpart Volkswagen 
or Fiat of Italy. 

The de nial came as fresh speculation emerged in the 
United States about a possible link-up between Fbrd »nH 
the Swedish car maker Volvo. A Volvo spokesman 
confirmed that it was discussing the possibility of co- 
operation with a number of car makers but declined to go 
into details. Meanwhile BMW said it would take a decision 
in the next four to five months on a £ibn investment in a 
replacement for the Rover 200-400 series, which is due to 
be built at Longbridge in Bir mingham 

Pendragon takes over rival 

PENDRAGON, the car 
dealership chain, yesterday 
announced the takeover of 
its rival Evans Halshaw, in 
an £S3.7m deal which will 
create the UK’s largest 
motor retailer. The Derby- 
based company, led by chief 
executive Trevor Finn 
(left), launched an agreed 
260p-a-share bid for Evans 
and said it had already 
received acceptances from 
shareholders controlling 
33.6 per cent of the group. Evans closed up 5p to 26lp. 
Pendragon was unchanged at 151.5p. 

Body Shop buys German stores 

BODY SHOE the environmentally friendly cosmetics 
company, yesterday bought out Cosmo Trading, a privately 
owned firm which runs the franchises on 20 of Body Shop’s 
73 stores in Germany, the chain’s fifth biggest market Body 
Shop is paying DM20m (£7.lm) for the chain, which made a 
profit of DM2.67m in 1997. 

Managers to buy Mappln & Webb 

THE MANAGEMENT of Mappin & Webb, the upmarket 
jeweller, was last night poised to buy the company from 
the Asprey Group for an undisclosed sum. The buyout 
team, led by the Mappin & Webb manag ing director 
Judith Pffldngton, was also set to acquire Watches of 
Switzerland, the Rolex retailer and the pawnbrokers 
TM Sutton. EA Barker and Nathan & Co, also part of 
privately-owned Asprey. 
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MPC vote opens way for 
more interest rate cuts 
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HOPES OF a new year cut in UK 
interest rates were given a 
boost yesterday after demerged 
that the Monetary Policy Com- 
mittee voted unanimously to 
reduce rates earlier this month 
amid concerns about slowing 

consumer expenditure. 

Eight of the MPC members 
voted to cut rates by 0.5 per- 
centage points to 6.25 per cent, 
with Willem Bui tec the Dutch 
academic, again urging the 
committee to cut by 0.75 points. 

The minutes of December's 
MFC meeting, released yes- 
terday, revealed that members 
was particularly concerned 
about slowing consumption, re- 
flected in weak retail sales 
figures, as well as the rapid 
build-up of stocks. 

The weakening domestic 
economy, combined with slower 
growth overseas, meant that 
“the downside risks had in- 
creased since the previous 
meeting". 

Numerous committee mem- 


By Lea Paterson 


bers believed further interest 
rate cuts would be required in 
the coming months to prop up 
the weakening UK econcnw re- 
igniting hopes of another cut in 
rates in early January. 

Until yesterday, a January 
rate cut had been thought un- 
likely following the release last 
week of stronger than-expected 
figures for November retail 
sides. 

Adam Cole at HSBC Securi- 
ties said: “In the absence of 
these minutes, it seemed sen- 
sible to believe the MPC would 
sit on its hands in January. Now 
it looks like rates could foil 
again next month." 

Hopes of lower interest rates 
helped the FTSE 100 share 
index to dose up 65.5 prints at 
5908.8. Sterling ended the day 
marginally lower against the 
German mark at DM2.8095. 

The minutes - which give the 
voting records of each com- 


mittee member and a sum- 
mary of the arguments - 
revealed the MPC was split into 
three camps. 

The first, assumed to consist 
solely of Mr Bui tec believed that 
an immediate cut more than 
0.5 points was justified both fay 
the rapid deterioration of the 
economy and the low level of 
rates elsewhere. 

The second, thought to in- 
clude DeAnne Julius, the for- 
mer chief economist at British 
Airways, expressed concern 
that a cut of more than 0.5 
points could unnerve the 
markets. 

The third camp, though to 
consist of Eddie George, the 
Bank of England Governor and 
most of the Bank staff, thought 
a 0.5-point cut was appropriate, 
given the data flow during 
November. 

The minutes also reveal that 
the committee bad a detailed 
discussion about the “neutral 
level" of interest rates - that is, 


the Level that neither depresses 
nor stimulates the economy. 
Analysts interpreted this as a 
recognition by the MPC that the 
overall stance of monetary 
policy had been too tight, and 
speculated that the committee 
would continue to cut rates, 
even if the economic data 
improved. 

Kevin Darlington at ABN 
Amro said: “The minutes were 
more about when rates would 
come down further than 
whether they [the MPC] had hit 
the right rate now." 

Meanwhile, a survey by the 
Institute of Management re- 
vealed that Britain's managers 
were gloomy about the out- 
look for next year. Fifty-five 
per cent of managers did not 
expect an early recovery in 
global economic conditions. 

Separate figures from the 
Credit Card Research Group 
showed that credit and debit- 
card spending fell 1.3 per cent 
in November. 


Trade gap respite 
is only temporary 


BRITAIN’S TRADE deficit with 
the rest of the world nar- 
rowed in October from record 
levels in Septembez; although 
analysts said a recent surge 
in cheap imports meant the 
improvement in the trade po- 
sition was only temporary, 
writes Lea Rtterson. 

The UK’s deficit on traded 
goods was a I ower-than -ex- 
pected £i.6bn in October ac- 
cording to official figures 
released yesterday down from 
£L5bn in September Trade in 
services appeared little 
affected by the weak interna- 
tional economy, and yielded a 
healthy surplus of £l.lbn. 

The overall trade deficit 
for October was down to 


£0.5bo from £1.5bn in the pre- 
vious month. 

Brian Wilson, the Trade 
Minis ter, said: “These figures 
suggest the September fig- 
ures were well out of line and 
that Britain's exporters are 
continuing to fore reasonably 
well in the face of extremely 
difficult world conditions." 

However; most economists 
were gloomy about the outlook 
for UK trade, and p re limi- 
nan' indications for November 
were worse than City expec- 
tations. According to the Of- 
fice for National Statistics, 
the deficit in traded goods 
with countries outside the EU 
widened to £l.8bn in Novem- 
ber from £1.4bn in October. 


Greene King 
backs Wolves’ 
Marston bid 


WOLVERHAMPTON & DUDLEY 
took a big step towards winning 
the battle for control of 
Marston, Thompson & Ever- 
shed, the regional brewer; as it 
clinched a deal yesterday that 
removes a potential rival bid- 
der from the field. 

If its bid succeeds W&D, 
will immediately sell 170 of 
Marston’s pubs to Greene 
King, the Suffolk brewer; for 
about £80m. In return, Greene 
King has pledged not to table 
a rival offer for Marston unless 
a new bidder enters the fray. 

The deal will also bolster 
W&D's balance sheet, allowing 
it to raise the cash part of its 
offer. Observers had worried 
that the bid was stretching 
W&D’s balance sheet to dan- 
gerous levels. 

The news knocked Marston 
shares, which dipped 8p to 
287J5p. Greene King rose 2p to 
5i7.5p. W&D shares rose 6p to 
422.5p, taking the value of the 
group’s cash and shares bid to 
28 lp per Marston share. 

“This is good news for 
everyone except Marston, and 
an increased bid of around 10 
percent by Wolves would prob- 
ably be acceptable to most in- 
vestors,” said Nigel Pophaxn, 
an analyst at stockbrokers 
Teather and Greenwood. 

But Marston immediately 
hit back at W&D, suggesting 
the sale would incur a capital 
gains tax charge and dilute the 
group's earnings. “This is a 
poor deal driven by a need for 


BY PETER THAL LARSEN 

cash,” a spokesman said. 

Earlier this month share- 
holder pressure forced 
Marston to abandon a plan to 
sell 569 tenanted pubs in a 
securitisation deal with 
Nomura, the financial group. 
Aborting the deal is believed to 
have cost the company up to 
£20m in underwriting and ad- 
visers’ fees. 

Ralph Findlay, W&D finance 
director; said Greene King had 
approached the company 
about selling the pubs after the 
initial bid was launched. He 
said the 170 pubs were outside 
the Granada and Tyne-Tees 
television areas where most 
W&D pubs are based “Our 
focus is on running the pubs 
and brands in a geographical 
area where we have a strong 
presence,” he said 

Under the deal, Greene 
King will buy 100 tenanted 
pubs and 70 managed pubs for 
about £80m if W&D takes con- 
trol of Marston. The pubs, 
which are scattered across the 
South of England made oper- 
ating profits of about £8m on 
turnover of £36m in the year to 
September. 

“When Wolverhampton 
launched their bid we had a 
variety of options open to us, 
one of which was a counterbjd," 
said Tim Bridge, Greene King 
chief executive. “This oppor- 
tunity to buy made a lot of 
sense.” 



If W&D wins its battle for control of regional brewer Marston, it will immediately 
sell 170 Marston pubs to Suffolk brewer Greene King Kvmn Bradiey/Page One 


SFA expels five members for rule breaches 


THE SECUZUTTES and Futures 
Authority, the stockbrokers’ 
regulatoi; yesterday expelled 
five members and suspended 
one for separate breaches of its 
rules. 

Andrew Gibson, a trader 
formerly employed by Refco 
Overseas Ltd, entered into a 
series of artificial transactions 
in early 1997 to boost his desk’s 
six-month profit figures, there- 
by inflating the bonus pool in 
which he had a 40 per cent 
stake. 


BY ANDREW VERITY 

Mr Gibson, who has been 
dismissed by Refco, was 
expelled from the SFA, barring 
him from working as a trader: 
He was ordered to pay the 
SFA’s costs of £4,400. 

Andrew Peter Evenden, a 
former trader at Bank Boston 
NA, was expelled for conceal- 
ing losses on his book by mis- 
marking positions between 
October 1996 and September 
1997. He must pay SFA costs of 


£5,000. 

Frank Ntim, a deputy man- 
ager at Ghana Commercial 
Bank, was expelled and fined 
£5,200 for failing to co-operate 
with SFA demands for details 
of his bank accounts. Mr Ntim 
had misappropriated £5,202.46 
from a dormant account hold- 
ing interest monies belonging 
to his employer. He must pay 
SFA costs of £2,000. 

Philip Fenner; a derivatives 
trader at CSFR (Europe!, was 
suspended for building up a 


short futures position signifi- 
cantly in excess of his trading 
limits without authority. 

Christopher Michael 
Sanders, a former employee of 
Falcon Securities UK carried 
out unauthorised personal 
account dealings and rebooked 
profitable transactions from 
client accounts to one main- 
tained for his own benefit 

The SFA expelled him and 
ordered him to pay £5,000 to its 
costs. 

The individual fines came on 


the same day that Albert E 
Sharp, the private client stock- 
broker, was fined £200,000 by 
the SFA and severely repri- 
manded. 

The fine related to wide- 
spread failures in reconciling 
dividends and stock in the year 
to August 1997. 

Clients failed to receive pay- 
ments correctly and on time 
and Albert E Sharp paid com- 
pensation for loss of interest 
The company must pay £12,500 
costs. 


GEC signs 
up for 
$3bn Euro 
space 
merger 

By peter Thal Larsen 

GEC YESTERDAY took time out 
from negotiating the restruc- 
turing of the European defence 
industry to sign a merger cre- 
ating the first pan-European 
space group. 

The deal, bringing together 
the space operations of four of 
Europe's largest groups, cre- 
ates a company with 11,000 
employees and annual rev- 
enues of more than $3bn 
(£1.8bn>. 

It will be by far the largest 
space company in Europe, ca- 
pable of taking on US players 
such as Lockheed Martin and 
Boeing. 

GEC is participating through 
Matra Marconi Space, its joint 
venture with the French aero- 
space group Lagardere. Dasa. 
DaimlerChrysler's aerospace 
division, and Italy's Finmecca- 
nica will also be contributing 
their space operations to the 
new company. The companies 
did not say how holdings in the 
new company would be divided 
between the four owners. 

The deal expected to be 
completed next year, marks 
the end of two years of negoti- 
ations aimed at matching the 
consolidation in the US aero- 
space and defence industry. 
However, it excludes Alcatel 
Space, a joint venture including 
the French defence electronics 
group Thomson-CSF 

The new company will be 
one of only two in the world 
capable of offering a complete 
range of space operations. 

Armand earlier, now chief 
executive of Matra Marconi 
Space, will become the first 
chairman of the board of 
directors of the new company. 
Each participant will appoint 
two members to the board 
In a joint statement, GEC 
and Lagardere said the new 
company aimed to capture a 
major share of the growing 
market for space-based com- 
mercial telecoms systems. 

GEC and Finmeccanica yes- 
terday also formalised their 
joint venture in missile systems 
and air traffic control, Aleoia 
Marconi Systems, which will 
have estimated sales of £ibn. 


AROUND THE WORLD’S MARKETS 


LONDON 


HOPES OF a New Yfear base rate cut 
helped shares to turn in an 
impressive performance although 
trading was thin. JFbotsie jumped 
65.5 points to 5,908.8, its first closure 
above 5,900 since July. Supporting 
shares were also strong. 

Marks & Spencer rallied a further 
9_25p to 417.75p, despite the most 

savage profit downgrading yet to 

appear A small brokerage, Seymour 
Pierce Butterfield, suggested this 
year’s profits would fall to £760m; 
last year M&S produced £L2bn. 

Derek Plain, page 13 


NEW YORK 


SHARE PRICES on Wall Street 
were sharply higher in late 
morning trade, helped by heavy 
buying of technology stocks, 
although volumes were light. 

The Dow Jones was up 112 
points at J 12.26 at lunchtime, 
shrugging off the news that the 
US economy expanded at 3.7 pm* 
cent in the third quarter, slightly 
slower ft**" the forecast 3,9 per 
cent forecast rate. The 
technology sector was boosted 
by heavy interest in Internet 
shares. 


FRANKFURT 


GERMAN SHARES climbed sharply 
in thin trading on the last day 
before a four-day Christmas break: 
The DAX index closed 126.39 
higher at 4,951.77 and traders were 
talking confidently of reaching 
5,250 next week. DaimlerChrysler 
was more than 2 per cent higher at 
DM 157.80, BMW was up almost 
4 per cent at DM1,255 and VW 
gained over 3 per cent to DM135. 

Rsfiita and retailers also forged 
ahead, with Dresdner Bank up 
over 2 per cent and Commerzbank 
not far behind. 




PARIS 


TURNOVER WAS low on the 
Paris Bourse but prices were 
marked up and the CAC-40 
index ended 51.95 higher at 
3372.42. 

Shares eased initially after 
overnight news that Rouygues 

Telecom’s losses will be above 
expectations, but Bouygnes 
closed just 11 lower at Frl,l40 as 
the market rallied. AXA-UAP 
shed 5 to Fr785 after recent 
gains, but banks extended their 
runs. Oil stocks reversed early 
losses. 


M3 


MILAN 


SHARE PRICES closed higher in 
Milan, helped by Wall Street’s 
early gains and the expectation 
that the Bank of Italy would cut 
interest rates, which was 
confirmed after the market closed 
when the official discount rate was 
cut from 3.5 percent to 3 percent 
The rate cut will take effect on 
28 December bringing Italy in line 
with the other Euroland countries. 

The Mibtel index closed 331 
points or 1.46 per cent highec at 
23,064, while the Mib30 rose 531 to 
34.239. 
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"Footsie catches 
festive spirit to 
surge over 5,900 


SHARES WERE in celebratory 
mood again, with Fbotsie scor- 
[ a 655-point gain to top 5,900 
h the first time since July. 
Hopes of another interest-rate 
cut in the new year and con- 
tinuing New "York ebullience 
helped sentiment. 

The festive upsurge has 
taken the index Into areas 
which seemed out of bounds 
only a few weeks ago. In the 
past seven trading sessions it 
has surged 374.4 points, bring- 
ing into sight the 6,000 Footsie 
forecasts common at the start 
_cf the year. 

,, '^Mind you, much of the 
progress has been achieved 
on small volume. Many big hit- 
ters are away, preparing for 
their seasonal festivities. There 
is often a temptation for those 
left minding the shop to take 
what they see as precautionary 
actions which - in the thin 
trading conditions prevailing - 
have an exaggerated impact on 
prices. 

Footsie is not far from the 


CELEBRATED, running the 
Chili's restaurants, could 
be in profit this yean says 
broker Beeson Gregory. 

The company reported a 
half-year E666JMM) loss, but 
analyst Ian Berry sees 
profits of £200.000 for the 
year to March. The Chili’s 
chain is being extended to 
five and tbe Starvin Marvin 
restaurants turned round. 
The shares are 6.75p 
against 2lp two years ago. 

) 

6.179 peak hit in July Such a dis- 
play would have appeared 
laughable when wild rumours 
of a banking crisis and other 
bearish influences pressed the 
market to a year's low of 45995 
in October. 

Fbr once the rest of the mar- 
ket joined in the romp of the 
Fbotsie overlords. The mid cap 
index rose 34.7 points to 4,798, 
albeit still a long way off its 
5,9665 peak in June. And the 
small cap index rose 12.8 to 
2,044.4 against its 2,792.7 high. 

Tips for the new year - real 
awl rumoured - played a part 
-3ghe market advance, al- 
though suspicions that more big 
bids would arrive early in 1999 
also helped sentiment 

Ren total Initial, the envi- 
ronment group thought to be 
itching to make a corporate 
strike, rose I5.75p to 458. 75p, a 
peak. It is known to have looked 
at Compass, but the strength 
of the contract caterer’s shares, 
firm at 6795p providing a cap- 
italisation of £4-7tan, could make 
it too big to swallow. 

British Petroleum flared 
235p to 902p. The Amoco merg- 
er has still to be cleared, but an 


MARKET 

Report 



Derek 

Pain 


announcement is expected 
shortly. Many tracker funds 
have presumably increased 
their shareholdings in antici- 
pation of BP's emergence as 
Footsie’s biggest constituent 
But others have, for various 
reasons, been forced to delay 
their buying; once the deal 
goes through they are expect- 
ed to chase BR 
Marks & Spencer made 
further headway, up 955p to 
41?.75p. But retail expert 
Richard Ratnex; at a small 
stockbroking Ann, Seymour 
Pierce Butterfield, moved prof- 
it forecasts to a new low - he is 
shooting for only £760m, cutting 
by £40m. He said Marks last 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 


There was a spate of bid ac- 
tivity among second liners, with 
some deals emerging through 
the rumours. BCH, a vehicle 
management group, acceler- 
ated 285p to 246p as Deutsche 
Bank mounted a 250p cash 
offer; house builder Banner 
Homes put on 22p to 140p when 
a managem ent buyout at 1435p 
appeared; and Vision, a digital 
camera chip maker, added I3p 
to 585p on the STMicroelec- 
tronics offer Car dealer Evans 
Halshaw rose 5p to 261p fol- 
lowing the Pendragon offer. 

Goldsmiths, the jeweller, 
sparkled 52p to 164p after what 
it described as a “very prelim- 
inary” approach, and Moss 
Bros smartened 16.5p to 150p 
on rumours of an Arcadia 
strike. 

Marston Thompson & 
Evershed, the brewer fell 6p to 
2875p once it became clear 
that Greene King, the East An- 
glian brewer would not take on 
the white knight role. Greene 
King has agreed with hostile 
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LAST WEEK'S unsolicited 
and rejected bid for Avon 
Rubber - fiat at 555p - may 
have led a mayor group to 
take a look at tbe maker of 
parts largely for tbe 
automotive industry. 

The shares have bounced 
back from their low of 394p, 
but tbe group's impressive 
record, with profits hitting 
£2 6.4m last year, is likely to 
be deflated: profits of about 
£24m are expected. 


WTO 

exacerbating supply problems. 
The chain’s stockpile was grow- 
ing and many goods will have 
to be sold at knock-down prices 
in the new year. 

This week SG Securities cut 
its Marks estimate from £860m 
to £805m, and Tteather & Green- 
wood went from £860m to 
£785m. Last week Henderson 
Crosthwaite moved from £850m 
to£800m. 

Shares of little retailer 
Cadoro go from bad to worse. 
The chain, which has admitted 
trading problems, fell 02Sp to 
just 05p. The shares were 75p 
early this year. 

General Electric Co’s latest 
European joint ventures lifted 
the shares 6p to 5435p as the 
cat-and-mouse defence com- 
panies alliance game became 
even more confusing. 


bidder Wolverhampton & Dud- 
ley Breweries to buy 170 
Marston pubs for £80m if its 
offer goes through. Marston 
has bitterly resisted Wolves’ 
£262m offer; but it now looks as 
though it may have to capitulate 
if Waives can find the cash to top 
up its offer. 

IT recruitment group MSB 
International continued its 
remarkable run following an 
upbeat trading statement, gain- 
ing 325p to 2825p. ISA In- 
ternational jumped 8p to 42p as 
director David Heap took his 
stake to 22 J per cent, and John 
Fbster, giving up textiles to con- 
centrate on property, fell 355p 
to 6.75p. 

Ttepnel Life Sciences soft- 
ened I5p to I35p following the 
surprise departure of chief 
executive Simon Douglas. 

Derby, a building materials 
group, fell lOp to 335p on a prof- 
its warning, and William 
Nash’s failure to hang on to a 
key German contract left the 
shares 12.5p off at 1425p. 

SEAQ VOLUME: 477 million 
SEAQ TRADES: 43.077 
GILTS INDEX: 115.5 +055 
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The Thomas Cook chain is set to become part of Europe’s largest hoUday group Sinead LynchJFT Pictures 

Preussag books into Cook 


THOMAS COOK last night 
looked set to become part of Eu- 
rope's largest holiday group 
after the German conglomerate 
Preussag announced plans to 
buy a majority stake in the UK 
travel company. 

The deal will lead to the for- 
mation of a tourism giant with 
turnover of over £4.6bn a year 
and more than 1,400 shops 
serving almost 10 million pack- 
age travellers a year. 

The Hanover-based giant 
yesterday put an end to months 
of speculation and announced 
that it had bought a 24.9 per 


BY FRANCESCO GUERRERA 

cent holding in Thomas Cook 
from its German owner; West- 
deutsche Landesbank. 

Preussag, which shed its 
s tee Imaking business and has 
transformed itself into an in- 
dustrial and tourism group, 
said it would increase its stake 
to 50.1 per cent by September 
if the deal received regulatory 
approval. 

Financial details of the ac- 
quisition were not disclosed as 
Thomas Cook, the owner of 
the Sunworld and Flying 


Colours tour operators, is not 
listed on the stock market. 
However; City analysts said 
Preussag could have paid up to 
£280m for the initial stake and 
was expected to shell out a sim- 
ilar amount to win control of the 
UK company. 

The deal comes two months 
after Thomas Cook’s decision 
to merge its worldwide busi- 
ness with the UK activities of 
the US leisure group Carlson. 

Sources dose to the com- 
pany yesterday said that 
Preussag's interest would not 
scupper the Carlson deal 


They added that at the end 
of the complex web of trans- 
actions, Thomas Cook will be 
majority-owned by Preussag, 
with Carlson and WestLB 
sharing tbe remaining 495 per 
cent 

The German bank will retain 
significant influence through its 
minority holding in the new 
group and its 33 percent stake 
in Preussag. 

The new-look Thomas Cook 
will be headed by John Don- 
aldson, an insider who is due to 
become chief executive of the 
UK company in January. 


Pepper 
pockets 
£5m from 
BCH bid 


BCH VEHICLE Management, 
bought out by its management 
three years ago and floated 12 
months ago, has accepted a 
£40m bid from Deutsche Bank 
subsidiary ALD AutoLeasing, 
writes Clifford German. 

Richard Pepper, the chief 
executive who led the buyout, 
will receive £5m in cash for his 
12.61 per cent stake plus an 
undisclosed sum for his share 
options. 

Shareholders include 
NatWest Bank, HSBC, Robert 
Fleming and BAX all of which 
backed the 1995 buyout 
The bid is worth 250p a 
share. 475 per cent above tbe 
1695p dose on 25 November 
when BCH revealed it had re- 
ceived an approach. It values 
the company at £39.6m com- 
pared with £315m when it float- 
ed at 200p a year ago. 
Shareholders will receive a fur- 
ther interim dividend of 5p. 

The Bristol group indudes 
AutoChoice, a personal con- 
tract purchase scheme, and 
conventional contract hire, leas- 
ing and fleet management ser- 
vices. It operates 16.000 vehicles 
on behalf of 700 companies. 

The bid price is about 15 
tones forecast earnings of I65p 
in the year ending next week. 
Senior executive directors wfli 
stay with the company, to be 
renamed DB Vfehide Solutions. 


Laporte warns of sales 
slowdown in chemicals 


LAPORTE, the chemicals group 
undergoing a major overhaul 
yesterday revealed slowing 
sales and warned that its major 
markets had deteriorated. 

In a trading statement tbe 
company which is selling non- 
core businesses to foots on 
specialty chemicals, said mar- 
ket conditions were “more chal- 
lenging than snc months ago”. 

The slowdown was particu- 
larly harsh in the electronics 
division, which makes chemi- 
cals for computer microchips. 

Jim Leng, chief executive, 
said the business had had a a 
very tough lime as the semi- 
conductor industry suffered its 
biggest downturn in 30 years. 
Second-half profits in the divi- 
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si on, which accounts fbr 10 per 
cent of group sales, would ex- 
perience a “material reduc- 
tion”, the statement said. 

However; Mr Leng expects 
Laporte to meet analysts’ 
expectations of annual profits 
of £130m, thanks to a good 
showing by specialty chemicals. 
Sales in the division, boosted by 
August's £600m purchase of 
Inspec. were helped by strong 
demand from the drugs sectoc 

The company announced 
the sale of its hygiene division 
to its management for £3lm. 
The money will be used to re- 
duce La Porte’s debt mountain, 
which stands at around £500m 


after the Inspec acquisition. 
Mr Leng said the company 
was not under huge pressure to 
bring down its borrowings as in- 
terest cover stood at a com- 
fortable 45 times. 

He said the sale was con- 
sistent with his strategy of ex- 
iting non-core business. Tbe 
division would have needed 
further investment as the 
European market for hygiene 
products was very competitive 
and very fragmented. 

“You can’t stay in non-core 
businesses where you have to 
keep acquiring to fill geo- 
graphical and product gaps.” 
he said. 

Laporte shares rose 05p to 
464p yesterday. 


IN BRIEF 

Rio Tinto wins 
Australian mine 

A CONSORTIUM led by Rio 
Tinto yesterday paid $2265m 
(£141m) to win control of 
Australia's largest thermal 
coal mine. The group, which 
includes Electric Power of 
Japan and the Australian 
pension fund UniSuper, 
bought a 31.4 per cent stake 
in the Blair Athol pit in 
Queensland from Atlantic 
Richfield. Rio Tinto now 
holds 71.3 per cent 

Banner buyout 

BANNER HOMES, a Small 
housebuilder, agreed to a 
£22.9m management buyout 
led by finance director 
Richard Werth. The buyout 
team, backed by venture 
capitalist 31 offered I45.3p 
per share, a 23 per cent 
premium over Tuesday's 
dose The shares rallied 22p 
yesterday to dose at l40p. 

Malaysia eases 

MALAYSIA IS to ease some of 
the capital controls imposed 
during the finandal market 
turmoil in September, a gov- 
ernment offitial confirmed 
yesterday, but they are un- 
likely to be scrapped alto- 
gether. 

The government is to 
modify the rule banning for- 
eign investors from taking 
money out of the country for 
at least a year. Instead the 
government may levy an 
“exit tax” that would favour 
long-term investors over 
short-term. The government 
has also approved a deal al- 
lowing some foreign in- 
vestors to sidestep currency 
controls. 

Kuala Lumpur’s stock ex- 
change rallied on hopes that 
the easing may tempt back 
foreign investment. 

Daiwa rating cut 

DAIWA BANK has had its 
credit rating cut to junk bond 
status by the credit agency, 
Standard & Poor's. Six other 
major Japanese banks, in- 
cluding Sumitomo Bank, also 
had their ratings cut Stan- 
dard & Poor's said most of 
the banks were facing 
mounting bad debts and 
substantial” net losses. 

Electra funding 

THE PRIVATE equity group, 
Electra Fleming, said yester- 
day it provided the funding 
for the buyout of Safety- 
Kleen Europe from its' US 
parent Safety-Kleen Corpora- 
tion. Safety-Kleen supplies 
parts cleaning and spray-gun 
cleaning fbr the automotive 
and industrial markets in Eu- 
rope and provides waste col- 
lection services. 


Goldsmiths soars on bid talk 


SHARES IN Goldsmiths, tbe jew- 
ellery chain, shot up from L12p 
to I64p yesterday, after the 
group confirmed it had received 
a “very preliminary approach” 
which could lead to a bid. 

Analysts suggested a trade 
sale to a large store chain or bid 
from rival jeweDer Signet, but no 
hot favourite emerged. Gold- 
smiths has resisted the gloom 
that has overtaken most high 
street retail chains from Marks 
& Spencer down. 

Earlier this year sales were 


By Clifford German 

running 10 per cent ahead of 
1997 levels and Jurek Piasedd, 
the chairman and nhirf execu- 
tive, has continued to predict 
sales increases in the run-up to 
the crucial Christmas period. 

Analysts have only slightly 
trimmed their profit forecasts 
while stffl projecting a modest 
overall increase. But the shares 
have been badty affected by the 
market shake-out. Earlier this 
year tbe shares were trading at 


280p and even after yesterday’s 
rebound the market capitalisa- 
tion is still under £39m. 

Five leading shareholders, in- 
cluding M&G Investment Man- 
agement, control 23 per cent of 
tbe shares and the directors a 
further 13 percent Last year the 
chairman and chief executive 
set out an ambitious target of 
doubling the size of theburiness 
by expanding the distribution 
and office facilities and em- 
barking on a programme to 
open 15 new outlets a year. 


Shareholders last year also 
approved an ambitious incentive 
scheme for the directors, which 
required them to increase earn- 
ings per share by 100 per cent 
over five years if they are to re- 
ceive any benefit and by ISO per 
cent to derive the mayimnrn 
value. 

The base for the calculation 
is 15.3p a share in 1996. Earnings 
rose to I9.1p in toe year to 3i 
January 1998 and analysts still 
expect 2,15pm the current year; 
rising to 255p next yea E 
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Football’s Christmas spirit was all humbug 


WELL, IT’S that time of the year 
again, chestnuts roasting on an 
open fire, holly and jingie bells, 
Yo. ho. ho, and all that jazz. 

A time to remember, which 
someone on radio was up to the 
other night, recalling when 
League football was played on 
Christinas Day in a jovial 
atmosphere of back-slapping 
goodwill to all men. 

He had to be kidding. What 
some of us call to mind, every- 
one who was then employed in 
the game, is llam kick-offs on 
Oiristaiasmoraing; long, jolting 
journeys on steam trains to ful- 
fil return fixtures the next day; 
the cheerless waiting rooms of 
deserted railway outposts, feuds 
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carried oven nursing injuries in 
beatless carriages, dry curied- 
up sandwiches washed down 
with a bottle of ale. 

Because witless adminis- 
tration had yet to see the sense 


in ploying derby matches over 
Christmas, many teams cov- 
ered hundreds of miles to play 
each other twice in 24 hours. 
Often, the results were ridicu- 
lous too. Frequently home de- 
feats were turned around on 
the morrow. 

Old players speak not only of 
chaotic Christinas arrange- 
ments but the results of pre- 
mature festive celebration. A 
personal fa vourite concerns a 
normally abstemious winger 
whose equilibrium an Christmas 
morning was sorely disturbed ty 
a fall from the straight and nar- 
row. Able to conceal this from 
stem management but fearful 
of disgracing him.yff on the 


field, he begged not to be given 
the ball 

When his centre in the final 
minute led to an own goal that 
won the match, still folding it 
difficult to distinguish dearly 
between friend and foe, he 
proffered a congratulatory 
hand to the culprit A punch, 
unseen by the referee, left him 
flattened in the back of the net 

Cautions, never mind send- 
ings-off, were rare in those 
days but cursing in the earshot 
of some referees on Christmas 
Day could bring down retribu- 
tion. My father discovered this 
in a match controlled by 
Stanley Rous, the school- 
master who was knighted after 


becoming an autocratic 
secretary of the Football 
Association and later presi- 
dent of the game’s governing 
body, Fife. In Rous's view try 
father’s exclamation of “Jesus 
Christ" on a holy day justified 
a booking for blasphemy. 

Probably because Christmas 
is associated with snow it usu- 
ally brings me aroand to think- 
ing about Sulky Gowers. Sulky, 
who ran a snail nightclub in the 
West End of London to which 
footballers were drawn in the 
long ago, hated snow. Be 
loathed it almost as much as 
racecourse stewards and peo- 
ple who tried to put the arm on 
him. Snow made it difficult to 
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and put up the cost of carnations 
for his button-hole. When it 
snowed and the damn staff set- 
tled, nothing much happenedin 
sport, which was a problem for 
Sulky who claimed that denials 
nfhis gamh ttng instinct brought 
on a headftrhp Sulky hadn’t 
suffered a headache since he 
was 10 years old. 

Sulky was exceedingly fond 

of footballers. He was fond of 
winning jockeys too, but foot- 
ballers were his favourites. 

fo the days when greyhounds 

ran around Stamford Bridge 
there was a cafe across from 
the mam entrance where 
Sulky held court before the 


P OTyimpn cement of raring. On 
the Saturday evening before 
one Christmas he was taking tea 
there whenapnminait London 
footballer crossed the threshold 
“How did you get on?" Sulky 
asked, warming his hands 
around a large cup, and with a 
wary eye on the weather be- 
cause he smelt snow. “Lost 
4-1,” the footballer growled. 
“Listen,” Sulky said. “I want 
you to give up the game. Tate 
a six months course in 
etiquette and be my butler" 
One New Tfear's Eve Sulky 
was in a London pub with a 
group that included the former 

Arsenal inside-forward Jiinmy 

Logie, who was criminally 


passed over by Scotland for all 
but one international match. 

Sulky was standing on a tame 

griping one of bis favourite 
refrains when a man he had 
conned in the guise of a 
sohritoh mitered the premises. 
“Sulky Sulky, give it a rest, one 
of his friends said, “took who s 
here.” “So what?" Sulky 


T.flte Sulky, the sound of sup- 
. .1 


Christmas morning has long 
gone. Doubtless, the majority 

now are astonished to hear of it 
happening. As for today's pam- 


expect is the rotten inconve- 
nience of a training session. 


Plenty of 
faith left 
in Saint 
Matthew 


Le Tissier has been through thick and 


thin at The Dell and he has no intention 


of giving it all up now. By Nick Harris 


MATT LE TISSIER will never forget 
12 February 1997. There were five 
minutes to go to half-time at Wem- 
bley; and England were 1-0 down to 
a Gianfranco Zola goal in a crucial 
France 98 qualifier David Batty 
Seated a deep cross into the box and 
the Italian goalkeeper drifted to 
leave an open net Le Tissier rose 
to meet the ball and Glenn Hoddle 
leapt to his feet in the Royal Box, 
close to rapture that his faith in the 
Saint had paid off. The header flew 
narrowly wide and Le Tissier’s Eng- 
land career was effectively over. 

Fast forward to the canteen at 
Southampton's Marchwood training 
ground on a wet winter Tuesday. 
Mark Hughes is eating a jacket 
potato at the next Formica table, 
while Le Tissier is reflecting on a 
start to this domestic season that 
saw seven defeats and a draw in 
Southampton's first eight games, 
and. despite a brief rally, his team 
firmly rooted at the bottom of the 
table. 

“There were a lot of changes very 
quickly [this summer] and it took a 
while for people to settle in," Le 
Tissier said. “But we didn’t expect 
it to be that bad." It had. be added, 
taken some time to adjust to 
changes including the departure of 
Kevin Davies and the arrival of 
Hughes, Stuart Ripley and David 
Howells. “It was a very dodgy start 
and we've given ourselves a lot of 
work to do. But we’re up for it." 

When talking about the route to 
survival which starts on Saturday 
at The Dell against Chelsea - un- 
beaten in 17 matches and with more 
than a touch of the Italian about 
them, including Zola - Le Tissier’s 
voice has a levity that is not so much 
nonchalance as enlightened calm. 


“We’ve been in a lot worse situations 
than this. And we’re not a worse 
team than we were last season.’' 

As the scorer of more than 200 
goals (many of them crucial in rele- 
gation scraps) in nearly 500 ap- 
pearances for the Saints, he is 
probably entitled to be a touch blasd. 

“I'm a show-off,” he said. “I just 
want to be the centre of attention. On 
a football pitch. I'm arrogant in 
that rue got a belief in my ability, but 
that’s as far as it goes. I'd hate to 
think that when I come off the foot- 
ball pitch I come across as an arro- 
gant person, because that's not me." 

Southampton fans, no doubt ap- 
preciate the fact that Le Tissier has 
never felt the need to leave, but even 
they, at times, have been baffled by 
his loyalty. A few years ago a sup- 
porters’ group even made a record. 
“Legend of a Saint", and pleaded 
through megaphones before a 
match for their hero to go to 
whichever club it was necessary to 
secure his England place. “It’s nice 
that people want the best for me," 
Le Tissier said, but added he had 
simply never wanted to go. and that 
ultimately, it was not loyalty, per se. 
that had kept him at The Dell but 
selfishness. 

“I didn’t have an ambition to play 
for Liverpool or Manchester United,” 
he said, explaining why he believes 
his higher motives have been equal- 
ly well served on the south coast. “I 
had an ambition to play for England 
and you don’t get any higher than 
that Where’s the lack of ambition 
there?" 

Le Tissier has always said that 
should Southampton be relegated, 
he would seek to leave the dub. Only 
this week, he said again it would be 
“very difficult” for him to play in the 
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First Division. But then he also 
said he believed that Saints will avoid 
the drop. “1 would put money on us 
staying up." 

Le Tissier sees no grounds for be- 
lief that his chosen course has been 
misguided. The argument that play- 
ing for a big dub would have served 
his ambition better cuts no ice with 
him. Even an offer from Saturday's 
opponents, reportedly for £8m-£i0m 
when Hoddle was the manager; did 
not sway him. “I love the [Southamp- 
ton! area. I love the dub. The fans 
have been brilliant to me I see no rea- 
son to move on. Pm happy with my 
life,” he said. “People don’t under- 
stand me as a person and what I want 
out of my life. Tm not mit just to make 
a fast buck and they ferities] think Ife 


strange because they can't work me 
out And I think that annoys people." 

Surely though, having not been 
picked for this summer’s World 
Cup, even after scoring an England 
B hat-trick against an admittedly 
weak Russian B side, there were re- 
grets that things could have been dif- 
ferent? “1 was a bit disappointed not 
to get in the squad of 30 be [Hoddle] 
announced," Le Tissier said. “But 
I've never given up hope" He 
smiled, before adding: “Tve only just 
turned 30. 1 think I'm capable of it 
I just know that it's not going to take 
a few good games, its going to take 
a hell of a lot But Til never give up 
hope until somebody teDs me they're 
never going to pick me.” 

So what of the future then? Will 


the man Saints fans call “Le God" 
ever return to his best the kind of 
form he produced for a season and 
a half under the tenure of Alan 
Ball erf all people, from January 1994 
to May 1995 and that has not been 
consistently seen since? 

“I played my best football under 
Bally without a shadow of a doubt be- 
cause of the belief he had in me. He 
believed I was a good player. He 
popped me in the middle of the park 
and he said: ‘Son. you go and do your 
own thing.' And he said to the other 
10 players: 'Whenever you get the 
ball as often as you can, give it to 
him.’ And that made me feel like the 
best player in the whole world." In 
GO League games under Ball. Le 
Tissier scored 34 times and in five 


cup matches he scored another 10. 
His efforts kept Southampton up in 
1994 and helped them to 10th place 
the following year. 

Will that ever happen again? 
-The manager [Dave Jones] is start- 
ing to believe in me a little bit more 
than he did last season,” said Le 
Ussier adding that last season’s 12th 
position could have been better “I 
think we took the foot off the pedal 
a bit because we knew we were safe, 
feu never know we might get in that 
position again.” 

The only time Le Tissier an- 
swers a question hurriedly is when 
asked if there is anything in his ca- 
reer he would like to have done dif- 
ferently. “One thing," came the 
instant response. “The header I 
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Matthew Le Ussier has a lot on his shoulders at the Marchwood training ground, as he goes about helping to keep Southampton afloat this season Peter Jay 


had against Italy would go just the 
other side of the post And then it’s 
a whole different game " 

A local taxi driver has the last 
word, oft repeated about Le Tissier. 
“He doesn't run around a lot but he 
can still turn a game,” said the cab- 
bie. “And he’s one of the nicest 
blokes you could ever meet 
“I picked him up once in Bedford 
Place (300 yards from The Dell], ari “ 
he asked to go to The DelL 
“I said ‘You're 'avin a laugh aren’t 
you?’ and he said ‘It’s a long way 
round that corner’." 

Short distances, whether the 
length of a walk to The Dell or the 
margin of that missed goal at Wem- 
bley, are obviously the bane of Saint 
Matthew. 


SPORTING QUIZ ANSWERS 
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WHERE IN THE WORLD 

(Clockwise, from top left) 

1 Royal Birkdale, where 17-year-old 
Justin Rose finished joint fourth in the 
Open 

2 Silvers tone, where Damon Hill spun out 
of the British Grand Prix 

3 Wembley, where England played Sau- 
di Arabia in a World Cup warm-up match 
I* Atlantic City, where Lennox Lewis 
knocked out Shannon Briggs in March to 
retain his WBC heavyweight title 

5 The Bislett Stadium in Oslo, where 
Britain's Mark Richardson inflicted a 
rare defeat on Michael Johnson 

6 Sabina Park in Kingston, Jamaica, 
where England's Alec Stewart was among 
those who suffered because of the dan- 
gerous pitch, which led to the abandon- 
ment of the first Test against the West 
indies 

7 (centre) Stade Roland Garros, where 
Martina Hingis and Jana Novotna won the 
women's doubles title 


TROUBLED TIMES 

1 Adam Holfioake. who was describing 
the weather in Bangladesh during the Eng- 
land erkket ream’s defeat by South Africa 
in the Wills international Cup 

2 France's Zinedine Zidane, who was sent 
off against Saudi Arabia in the Stade de 
France but went on to score two goals 
in the WOrid Cup final 

3 Faustino Asprilla after being substituted 
during Colombia's first World Cup game 
against Romania 


A Paul Gascoigne, whose provocative 
musical mime angered Celtic fans at the 
Old Firm match In January 
5 Paul Ince, sent off In Sweden after two 
bookings 

RECORD BREAKERS 

1 Graeme Hick, who became the 24 th 
cricketer to score 1 00 first-class centuries. 
He achiewd the mark in his 576th innings, 
making him the third fastest centurion 
behind Don Bradman (295) and Denis 
Compton (552) 

2 Mark Ramprakash. who hit his first Test 
century (after 38 Innings) in the fifth Test 
against West Indies in Barbados 

3 Notts County, who secured a place in 
the Second Division on 29 March, the ear- 
liest a club has achieved promotion In the 
Football League's 1 10-year history 

A Pat Symcoic, who scored the first Test 
century by a No 1 0 batsman for 96 years 
when he hit 1 08 for South Africa against 
Pakistan in Johannesburg 
5 Angus Fraser, who took his first 10-wick- 
et haul in a Test match against the West 
Indies In Port of Spain In February 


THE WEMBLEY WAY 

1 France beat Wales 5 1 -0 at Wembley in 
rugby union's Frw Nations' Champi- 
onship 

2 Arsenal, whose only goaf in their FA Cup 
semi-final against Waives was scored by 
the Uberlan striker Christopher Wreh 

3 Rugby league s Challenge Cup final, in 
which John Kear's Sheffield side upset the 
odds by beating Wigan 

4 Marcelo Salas scored twice at Wemb- 


ley in February to give Chile a 2-0 victo- 
ry over England, whose team included 
their youngest player this century Michaef 
Owen 

5 Roberto Di Matteo. who scored for 
Chefsea In their Gxa-Cola Cup triumph over 
Middlesbrough. He also scored Chelsea's 
opening goal in last year's FA Cup final 


WINNERS AND LOSERS 

1 Lancashire, who won two of cricket's 
limited-overs competitions, the NatWest 
Trophy and the A xa League, on succes- 
sive days 

2 Gianfranco Zola's goal gave Chelsea vic- 
tory over VfB Stuttgart in the European 
Cup-Winners’ Cup final. Chelsea had last 
won the trophy in Athens in 1971 

3 Cambridge, who took advantage of ad- 
vantageous weather conditions to win the 
144tn Boat Race in record time 

4 Lee Westwood, who won the Freeport- 
McDermott Classic at English Tum. New 
Orleans, in only his eighth golf tourna- 
ment in America 

5 Port Vale's Alien Tankard missed the 
final penalty In an FA Cup third round 
shoot-out against Arsenal 


GROUNDS FOR DEBATE 

1 Richmond Rugby Club, who left the Ath- 
letic Ground to share with Reading Foot- 
ball Club 

2 Halifax, who left Thrum Hall in March 
and moved into The Shay, home of the 
Conference winners Halifax Town 


3 France, who used to play their major 
matches at the Parc des Princes in Paris, 
played their first match at the Stade de 
France in St Denis, venue of the World 
Cup final, in January 

4 Everton fans celebrated Chelsea's 2-0 
win over Bolton on the last day of the 
season, which guaranteed their club's 
Premiership survival 

5 Crystal Palace, who recorded their first 
home Premiership win of the season on 
18 April 


FAME FOR 15 MINUTES 

1 The London Scottish rugby union P*ay- 
er had his ear bitten during a game against 
Bath in January 

2 The 1 6-year-old Australian became the 
youngesr tennis player to win an ATP 
event, the Australian men's hardcourt 
championship in February 

3 The Stevenage Borough forward scored 
the equaliser to earn an FA Cup third 
round replay against Newcastle United 

4 Olsson was the leader of Britain's four- 
man bobsleigh team, whose bronze was 
the only British medal success at the Win- 
ter Olympics in Nagano 

5 Everton made Simon sen the most ex- 
pensive goalkeeper in English football his- 
tory when they agreed a £3.3m deal to 
sign him from Tranmere 


END OF THE LINE 

1 Tony JarretL the British athlete, who 
won the 1 10m hurdles at the Common- 
wealth Games 

2 The England rugby union ream, who 


stopped South Africa establishing a 
world record of 1 8 consecutive victories 
by bearing them at Twickenham 

3 Sunderland's Michael Gray, whose 
miss gave Chariton a 7-6 victory in the 
penalty shoot-out at the First Division 
play-off final 

4 Lilian Thuram, who scored both of 
France's goals in their 2-1 victory over 
Croatia in the World Cup semi-finals 

5 Jack Nickiaus, who missed a major 
championship for the first time since 1 961 
when he pulled out of the Open at Roy- 
al Birkdale 

6 Cal Ripken, who in September was left 
out of the Baltimore Orioles baseball team 
- at hrs own request 

7 Natasha Zvereva, who beat Steffi Graf 
at Wimbledon 

8 Heart of Midlothian, who ended years 
of disappointment for their fans by beat- 
ing Rangers in the Scottish Cup final 

9 Mkhad Atherton, whose run of cortsec- 
uthe Test appearances ended when he wWj- 
drew from the game against Sri Lanka 

1 0 Rangers, whose attempt to win the 
Scottish championship for the 1 0th sea- 
son in succession ended when Celtic beat 
St Johnstone 2-0 with goals by Henrik 
Larsson and Ha raid Brattback 


GOLDEN OLDIES 

1 Petr Korda, who won his first Grand 
Slam tennis title at the Australian Open 

2 Jon Callard. whose lace penalty earned 
Bath a 19-18 victory over Brlve in rug- 
by union's Heineken Cup final 

3 Michael Lynagh, whose six successful 


kicks helped Saracens beat Wasps in rug- 
by union's Tetley's Bitter Cup final 

4 John Ehmay. the Denver Broncos quar- 
terback. led his team to a 31-24 Super 
Bowl victory over the Green Bay Rack- 
ets. He had been on the losing side in his 
three previous Super Bowl appearances 

5 Mark O'Meara, who won his first 
major golf title with his triumph at the 
US Masters at Augusta in April 


THE GLOBAL GAME 

1 Hkkie's try for Ireland against France 
was the first scored by Ireland in Paris 
since 1980 

2 Catherina McKiernan. who provided 
Ireland’s first victory in the London 
Marathon 

3 The European golf tour 

4 Doug Walker, Doug Turner and Julian 
Golding, who took the first three places 
in the men s 200 metres final at die Eu- 
ropean athletics championships 

5 The first Test between West Indies and 
England jn Jamaica was abandoned af- 
ter 56 minutes because of a dangerous 
pitch with England on 1 7 for 3 6 

SOUvwr PesHer. riding High-Rise, held off 
John Reid, on City Honours, to become 
the first French jockey to win the Derbv 
at Epsom since 1963 

7 John Higgins won the world snooker 
championship by beating Ken Doherty 
® Palace s home game against 

Sheffield United was televised l?ve in 
China following the signing of two Chi 
nese internationals by Crystal Palace 
9Marco Pantani. winner of the Tour de 
Prance 


1 0 Brian Watts, who was beaten by Mark 
O'Meara in a playoff for the Open at Roy- 
al Birkdale. Warts earned success in Japan 
after failing to secure his US Tour card 

WHO SAID IT? f 

1 Tony Adams, the Arsenal captain, 
after his team's Premiership triumph 

2 Dwight Vbrke on his transfer from 
Aston Villa to Manchester United 

3 Martin O'Neill. Leicester City manag- 
er. after Shearer’s controversial challenge 
on Nell Lennon In April 

4 Glenn Hoddle on David Beckham after 
hrs free-kick had helped England beat 
Colombo 2-0 and qualify for the second 
round of the World Cup 

!/L™ HoddIe explaining the omission 

or Paul Gascoigne from England’s World 
tup squad 

6 Glenn Hoddle on David Beckham after 
the Manchester United player's sending- 
f against Argentina in the World Cup 

LU5 *± aWtinen on pre-race nerves be- 
fore his Formula One championship, vrin- 
g tnumph in the Japanese Grand Prix 
Cjrl Llewellyn, rider of the Grand 
National winner. Earth Summit 

ITSJS? Au5tra,la ' s cricket captain. 

AEarnsTpS? “ hlS declsion t0 declare 
2"*“ Pakl5tan "Me he was on 334 not 

h ‘! total and, 

equalled that of Sir Donald Bradman J 

nil TIE!* ^ urOTt Blanc 0,1 

hi *! Wor,d Cu P nruI "hen 

if had ahSr &oatia ' s Slaven Bi U 

had Fa,ten theatrically in the semi-finals 


• *T‘ *t 

:+~r : 
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King George VI Chase: The history of Boxing Day’s showpiece suggests that last year’s winner will triumph again 

Tradition means Business as usual 



THE FIRST 500 children to 
desert their presents on Boxing 
Day morning and go to Kemp- 
ton Part will receive a cracker. 
AU the spectators who attend 
the King George VI Chase card 
at S unbury this Saturday will 
expect an athletic version in the 
afternoon. The portents sug- 
gest they will not be disap- 
pointed 

History shows us that the 
King George fully deserves its 
reputation as the most presti- 
gious conditions chase apart 
from the Cheltenham Gold 
Cup. In one sense though it is 
dramatically different from the 
Blue Riband. 

When a horse wins Chel- 
tenham's championship the 
chances of it doing so again 
seem to be minimal. Once a 
King George has been collect- 
ed however, you have to try 
monstrously hard to prevent 
another attaching itself to you. 
If See More Business, the vic- 
tor 12 months ago, wins on 
Saturday, he will become the 
fourth dual winner of the con- 
test in the last 10 years. 

"See More”, as they call him 
. in his Somerset stable, is a 
^Ihasty piece of work when he 
-first comes in from a summer 
at grass. “He’s not so bad once 
he’s fit, but to start witb when 
he comes back he’s a real Jack 
the Lad,” Paul NichoIIs, the 
eight-year- old's trainee said 
yesterday "You have to be very 
careful and when you clip him 
be could literally kill you. His 
mood can change very quickly 
because he’s got the aggressive 
streak which helps makes him 
such a good racehorse.” 

They have attempted to 
replicate See More Business’ 
winning preparation at Ditch- 
eat this season and the chal- 
lenge looks remarkably similar 
txrth in terms of figures in the 
«irm book and the horse’s fig- 
ure itself. “He’s exactly the 
same as he was last yean” 
NichoIIs added “He did a nice 
piece of work this morning and 
liis weight is just right 

"I watched the King George 
last night and when you look at 
it afterwards you could say 
that the race did not turn out as 
strong as it looked going into it 
On paper, it looks as though it 
could be even hotter this yean 
with the likes ofTteeton M31 and 


By Richard Edmondson 

Imperial Call in there, and it's 
obvious that any King George 
takes a lot of winning.” 

The favourite will be part- 
nered by young Joe Tizzard, for- 
merly a big name in the West 
country point-to-point division 
but a 19-year-old rather less 
trumpeted in the professional 
ranks. Tizzard does have abil- 
ity, though, and atefttaU he can 
very nearly tie liis legs under 
See More Business’s belly and 
negate his mount's leaping de- 
ficiencies. 

“The horse flew round last 
year and didn't make a mis- 
take," NichoIIs said. “He’s 
clever more than anything else 
and he has to be because he’s 
not a big scopey horse and will 
never be an extravagant 
jumper. 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: See More Business 
(Kempton 2.20) 

NB: Lord Of The River 
(Kempton 1.10) 


“We’ve had to live with his 
jumping and mistakes from 
day one, but he does seem to 
get round these big tracks. Joe 
suits him because he’s such a 
good horseman.” 

Nevertheless, if there is a 
part of See More Business's ar- 
moury that was not plunged 
into the Styx at birth, it is his 
jumping. The occasional laps- 
es are a lifebelt for those in op- 
position. 

“See More Business is very 
tough and very game, a horse 
I admire a lot, but if he is put 
under pressure, his jumping 
lets him down slightly'" Lorcan 
Wyei; Simply Dashing's jockey, 
says. “I think he got all the 
breaks going in the race last 
year and whether that will hap- 
pen again is open to question." 

Wyer's mount has not won 
for some time now, largely be- 
cause of defective bellows, but 
now all appears to be right 
“Simply Dashing came out of 
his latest race pretty good and 
ate up weQ and his training has 
gone really well since.” the 
Irishman said. “"We are very 
hopeful he will run a big race. 

"Some people have said that 
it doesn’thave the look of a vin- 



E merging champion: See More Business (right) gallops out of the mist this week as he works towards Saturday's King George VI Chase at Kempton Robert Hallam 


tage King George but I can as- 
sure you it's still going to take 
some winning. Mine will not 
look out of place and we are 
going down with a good chance. 

“I don’t know if it will be soft 
enough for the Irish horse [Im- 
perial Call], and The ton M5H has 
a little to find on the official rat- 
ings, although he could be a Jo- 
dami and go from running well 
in the Hennessy off a low weight 
to the very top. Who is to say he 


has stopped improving? All 
round, it's a fascinating race.” 

It is difficult to assess what 
Imperial Call, the former Gold 
Cup winner; has achieved in vic- 
tory in Ireland this winter. More 
certain is the fact that he will 
make the running. 

Tteeton Mill is the grey at- 
tempting to continue the dyn- 
asty of Desert Orchid and One 
Man. He is almost 10 and has 
been hiding in point-to-point 


fields almost all his life. If he 
takes this after just two efforts 
in handicaps, Elizabeth Taylor 
had better prepare herself for 
a reworking of an old role. 

Escartefigue, one of David 
Nicholson’s two runners, ex- 
hibits flashes of form but you 
would not want his company in 
the trenches, especially not if he 
was behind you. Adrian Maguire 
deserts him to ride the aeddent- 
prone Mulligan. Challenger Du 


Luc, last year’s runner-up, is 
hardly one you could trust to go 
to pay the paper bill either but 
he does, at least, have form in 
the race and that counts on 
turkey-remains day. 

Dessie, the four-time winner 
will be there to advertise further 
that fact and it should pay to 
back the tradition being upheld 
at what is a traditional time of 
the year. Go for SEE MORE 
BUSINESS map 2.201. 


Favourable forecast 


THERE ARE 10 race meetings 
scheduled for Boxing Day and 
the forecast suggests that none 
will be troubled by the weath- 
er The card atWetherby, which 
features The Grey Monk in the 
Rowland Meyrick Chase, starts 
at 12.45, while at Wincanton 
i LOO start) Wayward King's at- 
tempt to win the Mid Season 


Chase for the second succes- 
sive year provides the highlight 
The other meetings, which will 
appear in Saturday's Indepen- 
dent with form guides, are at 
Ayr U2.55L Hereford (12.25), 
Huntingdon (LOO), Market 
Rasen (12.30), Newton Abbot 
(1.20), Sedgefield u.QO) and 
Wolverhampton c 1.00 ) . 


t 


if 


Kempton - boxing Day 


HYPERION 

12.40 Lawahik 

1.10 EXECUTIVE King (nap) 

1.45 Decoupage 


2.20 Imperial Call (nb> 
2.55 Soloman 
3.25 Melody Maid 


GOING: Good to Soft (Good n ptaceal 

■ Right-hand course Practically flat. Ruvln of 200 yd. 

■ Counsels on A30B at Sunbuy (Bus Bnfc from Richmond R Hatton Cross Underground 
stations) ADMISSION: CM) £27, Tattorsals CW; SBver Rug E7, Unflw-l&s tree CAR 
PARK: Members E2i rest free. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

LEADING TRAINERS: D Nicholson 19 wins from 67 runners (284%! R AJner 15-43 
N Henderson 12-68 (T76%1 N TWloton-Oavtea 10-52 (S2M 
ING JOCKEYS: J Osborne 22 wins tram 73 rides 1301%). M A Fitzgerald 2i-rt5 
A Maguire 20-78 ( 2 SB%L R Dunwoody T9- 95 ( 20 %) 

■ FAVOURITES: 122 wins from 289 races (success rate 422%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Nora. 

LONG DISTANCE TRAVELLER: Klnnascasfi (145) has been sent 235 irites. 


12.40 


PERTEMPS MANAGED SERVICES NOVICE 



HURDLE (B) £10,000 2m Penalty value £7,133 ■■■ 

t 22 D-T 1 ALHOSAAM (30) (N Oariil G L Moore 4 ft 10 — — _ APMcCoy 

write radon im. tiabrib on tJeesec. sinned cap 

2 1F51 GRECIAN DART (23) (Cf) [Lad Vtenstaciq NHanberaDn 6 11 C II AFtogerakt 

pa&hA» rrhte and yeko» check cap 

3 1 LAWAHIK (14 (D) (J Joseph) C Mare 4 il U _ ...C Llewelyn 

teyal blue, red spoo. bbcJt cap. write spate 

a -VS32D FOLLOW THE LEADS) (20) (D) (Lfcsetan Fams) fl hOtay Ikl) 5 tt 5 J Tizzard 

royal Woe and yeiow datoto. )Wkw strews and cap 

5 2U31 JUNGU (7) (D) (Ms P Swkay) P Wettw 5 tt 5 — — J Osborne 

emerald green, write epauteft and cap 

6 59V MAGIC CWOJE (600) (D) (T BenfeUd & W Brawn) N Henderson 6 11 5 -NWHbmon 

>eA*K tw»w' stoetw, aanfeB 

7 MOOMDARGA (NZ) (F350) (Sr Eric Partw) l*s A ifenen 5 Tl 5 OBradey 

Bgtt blue, write cm$3-beBs, rad cap 

'3 ISO- RUKMNG WATER (283) (D) |H Spooner) P Hedger 5 it 5 A Maguire 

eumraugrem, elm cbevmns, mmrakJ green sleeries. mite cap. emersW green sor 
9 5 YEOMAN OFTHE GUARD (47) (M’s h Alvei) R Rowe 5 11 5 . __R Johnson 

yetow; red Owens cn body 

» M ZURS (23) (C Steward) J Poutton 5 tt 5 A Thornton 

grey: pnk stos, hooped sleeves and star on cap 
- 10 declared - 

BETTING: 9-4 Grecian Dart. 3-1 LawaNk, 5*1 Jungfl, 6-1 Follow The leaflet, 7-1 AJhonam, 12-1 
Magic Ckcie, 20-1 Moowterge. Running Water. 33-1 others 
1997 Britain; t it 0 Mr T Dcunen 9-1 (F Daman. Fr) 7 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

AfttoHwn: Odds-on win n maiden hdte at Fomvrel (soft) on seasonal debut franked 
by Copper Coat ( 3 rd) laid shorid again beat TfeomanOfthe Guard who was fifth Was 
more mpre&sive next time on good grand at Taunton 

Grectei Dart: Bearet at Ascot and Cheltenham before a cosy 8 -length win from My 
Lisa Too it lower pade at Windsor (good to soft) Probebfy mprovng 
Lawahic Very pteasfag tudfeig debut at Haydock (soft) where he led at the Iasi be- 
fore winning ty 3 lengths from Srirtte fafluenca Wtel-regaitied 
Follow The Leader: Consistent since winring maiden hdte at Gowran m September, 
beaten narrowly « good Laopardstown handcap last time. teipertai Mi stabtemae 
Junnlfc Bolted up at odds-on at UttOKster (soft) on Saturday to further frank the form 
of ria previous third to hidebound a Newbury (good to soil} 

Magic Circle: Navan bumper wavier In 1997 and later bougie tor SQDOOgrts a Don- 
caster Probable second string behind Grecian Dart 
Moondaraa: New Zealand-bred son of Touching Wood. Interesting newcomer 
-Spuming Water: wbn Hufongdon NH Rat race last season before a good second to 
reCxd 01 The Fies under his penalty ar Doncaster. Down the field in Champion Bunper 
at Cherteriwn Faster* but was eased whan chance had gone One to Imp an eye on 
Y»man Ofltw Guard: Promising fifth to AtoosaarncriFomwei debut but held on that 
Zurs: Appeared not quite to get the trip when seventh to Shahnrr at Windsor, but on 
this sharp track could go wel if going not too lasting 

VERDICT JUNGLi may not haw beaten much whan landng the Odds at Lmoreter 
on Saturday, but coud not haw boon more impresstw and lent further credence to 
is Newtouy form wtwi th« to hidebound rtdeoeaicft; stafitemae Grecian Dart hand 
an easy opperturfty at Windsor and with he matte In form shoufcl not be cftscountaa 
but Ore daSer fa atasdnaong opener e teriy to ba LawahBL He was weWanoed Ito 
make a wiring rirfna debut a Haydock and Justified the confidence with a lamootit 
3-tength Victory Alhosaam ■& more highly tried after vEtorias at Fontwefi andfaunon 

■I in I NETWORK design feltham novice chase 

[■■ Grade 1 (A) £35,000 3m Penalty Value £22,715 


btree: Smart petowr who converted wel to regulation fences with wfas at Wbrcester 
and Chepstow. Itosuled by strong pace In Red Marauder* race at Ascot test time 
King Ol Sparta: Benefited from Mister Morose* poor performance a Chettenhem last 
tm& but even so ran on gamely to wri by haH a length Irom ScaHa Nostra 
Lord Of Tlw River Mistake and stunbted 2 fences out when a coipie or so lengths 
behind Executive King at Ungfiekl Has 4tipii and should be eiitad by inp and govtg 
Mister Moraae: l-bd off-day at Cheltenham last tma Better pdged on chasng debut 
at Cheltenham where he beat subsequent scorers Dines and Desert Mounlesi 
Mfcj Deo: Northern raider wel regarded by his shrewd tranet Improved a lot on tvs chas- 
ng debut at Market Rasen (farm worked om wel) to beat Fbuxfry LaneatW taUw iUy 
Song Of The Sword: Made runmg but made errors and was headed after mistake 
3 out before 22 lengths third ot 5 to Spenctd (gave 21 b) at Cheltenham 
Spendld: Has uwxr at three starts (Wetherby and twice at Cheltenham) tree swtfch- 
rig to fences tns season and deposed of Derrymore Met fri cfiricaJ style last time 
Stays wd and sort govrg wS suit 

VERDICT: SPENDID looks lo have a sold chance though whether this sharper track 
wffl suit twn as ml as Vtetherby and Chettarham, where he has wan lis chases lo 
cfete, is one of the rgredents to help make this an Intrigung conteat between itw young 
stayng rtoinces. Executive King has been the star ol the Ifobbaid stable this season 
and could agaat Late a In ol beamg. wMa M Inter Morose was rumoured to have 
been working poorly at home poor lo tvs Cheltenham ran a fbrtrt^v ago 

IIaeI PERTEMPS CITY NETWORK HANDICAP HUR- WSTM 
1 1 I DUE (B) £1 0,000 2m Penalty Value £6,853 Kflifl 

1 fti -21 TIUTCHEV (IS) ID) fThe Lars R*er f^nretsh p ) D Mcticfern 5 n 10 AMtyrira 

red end yoBon stopee. hatred sleem, yeScwcap 

2 ?TTT» DANEGOLD (29) (D) (Ooiai CfcttUOr. Ud) M Chamcr 6 170 D Byrne 

wfua. myal btee rise and sleeves, wft*? antes. SgN blue end nrtte taped cap 

3 43042 SERENUS (U3AJ (21) (CD) (W & Ms E Ffobrri) N Henderson 5 tt E MARtzgnM 

orange bto&cepxams. bhOt end orange afeped steeves, blackcap, orange star 

4 21-342 DECOUPAGE (2S) (D) |J F Dean) C EgercnSTl B _H WSamsoci 

r tarii blue, (ghr Okie cross-belt:. S&t blue and hMb quartered cop 

5 120301 KINNESCASH (F19) (D) (D R James) P Bower 5 11 5 C Llewelyn 

write, Mac* arpe, black cap 

6 71424) RQADRACBI(21}(CD)(k*sAVesi]PF7Wttba5n5_ TOsboma 

Or* and purple (giansrecQ. praple steews. wfwe cap. mane spets 

7 C-0 FBJNAHMY RSIEGADE (85) (D) ILtssebn Farms) B Hurtay (11)471 4. A P McCoy 

ityal h** and yeftw cflaOoJo. yeBnv deews and cap 

S WFJO SHAHRUR (USA) ( 21 ) (CD) (EKemanl GL Moore 5 tl 3._ M BMtMor (5) 

emera*# green and gray dements. emookJ green sleeves 

9 -0B61 KING OF TREVES (IB) (D)(J PI Bel) C Item 6 ton DGdfeghar 

emerald giaen. bayeepautosendamiee, 

D P42-31 CLASSIC EAOE (46) (Dt (Oassc BkxxEteckl Us P Heme b TO tt GBradey 

purple, wooe sash and star on cep 

it 43-121 NEAT FEAT (23) (D) (Food Broken] Lid) D Bsworth 7 W 7 AThomten 

bwm and (qmrfurvd). riown stoew. write esp 

V 04400 BAHADUR (USA) (GQ (D) (BF) (Peters and Lee) Mra J Pferen 5 f) 2 R Johnson 

emerald green, rod stripe, yetow sleeves, redcap 
- 12 dactared- 

BETT1NG: 7-4 TUchav. S-t Decoupage, 1141 Sarenua, 7-1 Road Racer, 12-1 Neat Feat, Runaway 

Renegade, 14-1 Kbmescash, 16-1 Kfeg Of Thieves. 20-1 Ctesatc Eagle. Shehrur, 25-1 Bailadui: 

40-1 Pmvgokl 

«97: Setenus 4 * O M A fibsankl n-4 (1 lav (N Henderson) 7 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Tiutchev: Fdtowsd most encouraspip Nawbury reappearance with a vary easy we- 
toryover Sfr Ttebo* si Otenenham 

Danegotd: Has rut a couple at sinkers on grand too sort lor him snee rattling up 
eoriy -season hat-trick. Looks too righ in the mu^its and ground Seely to be adverse 
Serenas: Beaten 2 lengths by Polar Prospect in the WBam HI Hurda at Sandown 
where Sltehnx and Road Racer mre eighth and Uth Won this lest year. Stable In form. 
Decoupage: Beaten S lengths by Mfahba Sands at Newbury Iasi Hme when £«cu- 
tive Declaion was etghth. Previously h front ol Wnnescash and DanegoW when frxxih 
m Qrey Shot at Cheltenham Holds his torm and course should ait 
Kkmeseash: Consistent sort who won by 4 lengths from Caufcer at Aintree last taro 
A teadng contender on that torm 

Road Racer Ran waft promise on reappearance aid had Shahnx (gave 7tw 5 lengths 
back when second to Buddy Marval here In February Suited by track and acts on soft 
Runaway Renegade: Lighdy-raced winning hudter who has been highly triad but was 
excatem fifth of « to Zatarabad at Punchaatown In April 
Shahrxm Suffering from excellent campaign last season bid cotid not Be nied out 
King Of Thievea: In torm and beat Truancy at FonhMBi this month. Has more on plate 
Classic Eagle: Dmen out at Huntingdon to wn by a head from Tfrshraet (rec 2 Blbl 
end though raised n dasa not wtihout a chance 

Nut Feat: te good torm [be season and was ready 6 tengihs warmer from Nadr (rec 
14b) at Wincanton test tma. Hold-up horse who looks best of the bottom weights 
BaRadur: Behnd Neal Feat on Wincanton reappearance Nca at obvKu contender 
VERUCE Tlulchev won iraextended a Chetteritam test tme but this is a far tourer 
preposilicni. a Pte*y Afferent cour se, and one Is weryri short-priced tavourfresn hoi 
handcap hurdtea ROAD RACER s the one to eatoh the eye. ThlB sort of course sufra 
him and he ran wel for a long way an ris Sandown debut when test year Is warmer ol 
this race. Set-onus, was second Decoupage has sold dakna far each-way support 


FORM GUIDE 

ChaBenger Du Luc: Beaten 2 lengths by See More Busress n tea year's race (worid 
n« go past), but on the side slice. Disappointing 25 lengths 4 th m Murphy’s GoW Cup 
and 13 lengths 7Ut of Y) to Direct Rrate at Sandcmm ( 2 m ch, good) latest starts 
Coomo Hfll: 1996 Hennessy Gold Cup wwmer. but tranrig probtema since and first 
wti smee Feb W when beating Sarriee 2 lengths at Ascot On ch soft) fa October. 
Led early but pdted ip 4 out in Hennessy at Newtvy last month and dfffcaJt to fancy 
Escartefigue: Leadng home-trained staying novice last season, finchng 2nd r Sun 
Afarae CVtesa Promlwig 5 lengths 2nd to Swty Bay a Haydock test month, bui betovw 
torm last of 3 to See More Busfaess at Chepstow pm heap ch. good) latest. Some- 
tknes looks less than hearty battler and has sometlwig to find at the top level 
Imperial Cal: 1996 Gold Cup wntec, back lo ris best this season with wins at Lrrv 
andk. Naas and Pimchestown. beating Dorans Pride 17.- lengths last time pnvtt ch. 
heavyi Front-rumer and often spectacular jumper who wi want plenty of beating 
Muffigan: Handcapped by erratic Jumping since few novice career and back to hor- 
ding last backend Promising 36 lengths «h ol 13 to Northern 5 tartan fa Trtpieprim 
Gold Cup (eased after faded 3 out), but iftproven owr tris trfp and cffficiit to assess 
See More Business: Last years 2 -tength wvmer from Chelenger Du Luc. Later ear- 
ned out n Gold Cup but back to torm at Chepstow latest (3m heap ch. good! big Don 
Samourai a length Makes mistakes but a figWer who wfl be a lough rartto crack agafa 
S Imply Dashfag: Wind problems ance very promising Ascot win m Autunn 97. but 
fast-fvisring length 2nd to Cytar Malta n Mirphy's Gold Cup ( 2 m 4 Q and slaying on 
*/. length runner-up a Northern Startght at CheltBrtiam (2m5t heap ch, good to soft) 
latest Shorid be suted by thra couse and by no means out of it 
Super IMbs Goes particularty ml hern, wnrwig Racng Post Chase lest February 
from Land Alar Bat* to best wrhen beating Bertone at Wfacaraon (2m5f heap ch, good) 
but ds^pcertng fa two starts since and hety to struggle n this class 
Teeton Mill: Former tap hunter-chase Well wetefated when career-best effort when 
tenting Hennessy Gold Cup (Newbury 3m2f heap ch. good to soft) tea month, lead- 
ing 3 out to beat Eudpe « lengths. SM on the upgrade, but plenty to find n this g-ade 

VERDICT: With Super Tactfca Rtely to ease the buden of pacemakvig, IMPERIAL 
CALL can underine his return to the top light He ran a hgh-dass field ragged over 
2 m 4 f at Ptrehestown and Ivs bold jumpfag coiid induce errors from See More Busi- 
ness. while running the firash out of Sfrnpfy Dashing, ft mid be tooish to underes- 
tfauSe Tbeton MW. but It b a gent leap from tost 51b vt the Hennessy to the top level 


2.55 


NETWORK PERSONNEL NOVICE CHASE VSTH 
(CLASS B) £10,000 2m Penally Value £6,710 W^m 

t -2TC1 DINES (21) (CD) (T Crapgel/T Qjry/D fechcb) P Nchok 6 ft B APUcCoy 

puipkiand n*tfu durtytds. write sleeves, purple armless and star on *h*e cap 

2 4/3213 DISTANT ECHO (7) (D) (M Fonfem] P Metres B It 4 .-.JTozaid 

red. wfvs sac sfripstf steeMss. jeftnv cap 

3 XBS2I EAGLK REST (BBS) (D) (Lady Lbyd Wtotar) N Henderson 7 it 0 M A Fitzgerald 

ptnK and grey dBmonds, cap 

* T4064 FTYtNG EAGLE (F7D) (D) (T F Ma^ock) R Emoscn 7 11 0 . AThonttat 

red. write epeuleis. vote deeves. red seems 

5 02-34 SOLOMAN (45) (D) JR F Son JG«tad5110 NWaBsmson 

yefcw. bbekhoom. teftwsfeeics. bbet seems 
-S declared - 

BEmNG: 1-2 Dines, 4-1 Dfctant Echo, 8-1 Soiomsn, 10-1 Eagle® Rest 20-1 Hying Eagle 

B9T Kadaswf 7 ft 8 A Thornton 9-J (R Man) 5 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Dinas: Proved hmeeff among top nonces when making all to beat Dawn Leader 1 k 
lengths at Sandown ( 2 m noveft. good) Game and mostly prrps *vetL The one to beat 
Distant Echo: Improved to bear Refcander at Chepstow ( 2 m. good to soft) at Chep- 
stow last month, but unstfiBd by sort when dsappofatfag 21 lengths 3rd of B to Np- 
per Reed at Uttaketer (2m now ch) fast week. Probably open u improvement 
Eagtee Rest: Bumper winner and smart novee ruder 2 seasons ago Bull for chas- 
ing and from fa-torm yard with strong nonce hand. Leadng ccn tender desprte lay -oft 
Flying Eagle: Usefii 2m handicap huder last term, but much mpnwed on Fla! tris 
year, wurang 6 times. Yet to race over fences but yard ha3 torm ine with Npper Reed 
Sotomn Tbwcester nonce hurdte wnner test farm, making chasng debut after promB- 
fag efforts over timber the term Looks the part and from yard with good torm fries 
VERDICT) DINES looked less than the finished article when scoring n a very strong 
field at Sandown. but he lacks nothngn courage and risetpenencecoddbe tekng 
factor. Both Eagles Rest and Solomon promise to make their mark over lances, ten 
tills is a tough course for newcomers. 


3.25 


4-tnt EXECUTIVE MUG (14) (CD) (G Hubbard) G Hdtetj 7 ft 7 . -APMeCoy 

ameraltfrawn. uftfesleetes. emerafo green and ivfttotfaBt* cep 

2 it-np |fffiSBS)ffl)(J A togltey and PK Battier) PffcfrolB 6ti7_ JTtaanJ 

3 33 tm WNG OF SPARTA (14) (MraHTce)Jft 7 tinan 5 Tl 7_ .. - . N watermen 

jtot «B 0 t and velkm sfapen. dark green stoevas. quartered rep 

4 B-1F2 LCMJOT THE RIVER (lfl(BF)(BT SteWBrtftoen)09tarwoDd6ii7..JOaboi , i« 

n#X blue, pink epaulets, pin* cap ^ 

5 06/ftU MISTBi MOROSE (14)OT (UraJUDridJNTwMtteOaraBfl 7 CUnMtiyn 

tfnerafcfgreen, srhaa stars, emerald green cap. srhaestar . u , 

6 1 F 2/21 WHO DEE f 21 ) (G Digert P Bea mfant8 tt7 LWyW 

arav maroon loop, maroon storms. greyflnraQfc, qtwt^encap 

7 371-13 SC^OFT>«S^D(4^(B^(UdyUt^WfaWr)jO»i5h7 .GBftkfiey 

pW and grey dtemoraspc* cap , 

a ?i-iti SPEKOfD (IS) {Ms S Ca9»r«od) D NChobon 6 ft 7. AMa»dre 

TOKXJft grey rise and arrteR goensrad cap 

- 8 declared - 

BETTINCJ: W SpWKW. ™ “W® *«"*•*■' ***** *** 71 W»- s ong 01 Tl»S 1 rord.B.I 
Lord Of The Bwr. 1(M Ktofl W SfBfte. Wd O re 

T)te Ftefc B n 2 M A Ftagerek! M (» tfentferson) 6 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

at the second last fence tesed again n class but r. fir» fonin 


2.20 


PERTEMPS KING GEORGE VI CHASE (Grade 


1) (A) £100,000 3m Penalty Value £64,360 

1 40F-40 CHALLQfGffl DU LUC (FR) (21) (D) (D A Jeftneon) M Ppe 6 Tt T) . _ .A P McCoy B 

royal blue, emerald green stave* write cep. emeraUgreart spots 

2 OP-tP COOMHILLptO(D)(MsJDern 6 )WDernBBno .J Osborne 

ebrk blue, whko cmeBrbeas, elm cap. dak blue Par 

3 21-423 HJCARTERGUE (FR) (21) (D) ffferren C Itereer) D Afoticteon 6 It O R Johnson 

Dtert, wMa hoops, btackdeeses. tMaspos 

4 O-CTt IMPERIAL CALL (20) (D) (Lssaton Farms) R Huriey 0ri)9ftB JIARtzgendd 

raja) bite and yefewdaboto yeaneslemBsandap 

G 6K30 1 WLLIGAN (14) (C) (Lady Hams) Dtedtifaon Bit O Altogutre 

msjte aref yaftw c/bcA yelnr sleews 

fi TlC-tt HE MORE BUSINESS pi) (CD)(PBarter & J Ksqlfey) P Nchofo 8 n V J Tizzard 
rirtgraan urile chevron, kghl green stones, dssk green and write check cap 

7 62-322 SBHY DASHING (l^HSHBtnrartflTEaaatiy 7 ft V LWywV 

rad wf«e sash, ameraltf green sleeves, write smfeB. tsauakSgeen cap 

8 21-B5 SUPER TACTICS (35) (CP) pi V Feny) fl Aha 0 Tl V .A Thornton 

green, gold sash and mam. gritfanduMe hooped cep 

9 th-n TEETON MILL (26) (D) (The VVinratg Lite) Mss Y Wbns 6 tl NWaonteM 

write, otec* reams. «vft» and yetov faired ateevas yeftw cap 
- 9 doctsred- 

BETTING: M Sw Mora Buslnass, 11-4 ftMton NH, 4-t Inparfal CaB, 5-1 Sknpty Dashing, l*-2 
EscarteOgua, 14-1 Ctofcnger Du Luc, 18-1 Super 'facto, 2S-1 Coorae HH.3S-1 UuMgan 
097 See More Business 7 ft 0 A Thornton tt- 1 (P tfctats) 6 ran 


PERTEMPS CATERING HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) 
£10,000 added 3m 110yds Penalty Value £6,840 

1 -lino DARAYDANfIS) IDAJtrtrsonj M RpeSft 1) .APMeCoy 

2 1-TTT1 RAPO KHARBHA (211 (The HedorvsfcJ P Hofroa 6 10 tt. 2 nd Praterooca 

3 3Q» n/OITS FUJTTS 1 (F70J (W f U Ftery) D Bsvterth S T) 0 GBradfey 

4 Ft P-33 MafflJY IUUD (21) (BF) (Rj Parish) N hterxfascri 6 tfl S M A Rtzgwsid 

5 ® 130 SULAWESI pi) (Qgjosflfrt)NTwtstarvOai«s5DD CLfewoByn 

B «Hh2 BE1IY BIOT (33) (CD) (R WrWesta & Son) D&tsel 6 tlO N WUvmon 

7 3THR. MAJOR'S LAW (TW (liss J Rirfad) R Ssrpaon B *0 JArJOwsa[7) 

-7 daclared- 

MWnum weight lost True handicap weigtt: Be UyMoi9& 121b. Uajcfs La* Ba 138). 

BETTING: 2-1 Pepo Khanama, 5-2 Melody UikL 5-1 Ba My Hot 7-1 Sufawed, 8-1 Ivor's Rotter, 

10-1 Daraydro, 25-1 Majort Law 

■em HatoDemng7-i03CI>weiynB-l (N TwetonOswesj 6 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Dareydan; Three-time venriar last term but looked non-stayer when btn cfetance in» 
4th (ttitta last yiaar. 22 lengths 7tn otTt to Brave Tbmado at Cheltenham C3m) tea time 
Papo Khrafama: tmprowig every outing and led before last to tx foby Brown 1 V, lengths 
with Melody Maid 3 lengths away 3rd at Sandown (Zm 6 t heap hrie. good) teteat 
Imt’b Fluttar: Treky but iraetii, with vwts at Windsor and Ascot teat term Looked re- 
posed on this mark when 7 lengths 3rd to Buckhouaa Boy at Wincanton a yaar ago 
Melody MaUl: Improved with 3rd to Lady Rebecca at CheteiftHin and 4 lengths 3rd 
Papo Khansma a Sandown ( 2 m et good) Uvety to do better under more pattern ride 
Sulawesi: Narrow winner from Coh Snol Nch over C/D from 4ti higher last month but 
sriked when taied atf 9ttt of Tl to Papo Kharisma at Sandown (2m6f heap hrie. good) 
Be My Mot: Had Sulawesi 2 lengths back 3rd when wlmlng over GO in Nov. but 9to 
worse oft now: Looks exposed Aer 2 nd to DashregOofrar at Windsor ( 2 m 6 l good) 
Mayor’s Lauc Wkner at Bangor. Stratford and Leicester last temt (tatea by 20 lengths 
from 21 b Ipwert, Fit from AW Flat, but plenty to do from Sfo out of weights 

VERDICT. VWh Papo Kharisreaftaty to head far Wfacanmn. the way ooid be open 
far MELODY MAID to get back on the wnwtg tral She appeared to get In from ter 
too soon at Sandown. but looks capable of wimng off the mark. A riowfy-nm race 
might let Dareydan into the shake-up. but the major threat caid be hror’a Rutter, 
who runs wel here on the Flat and Is the sort » go wofl fresh 


LEOPARDSTOWN - BOXING DAY 


o OENNY GOLD MEDAL NOVICE CHASE (Grade 

1) £40,000 added 2m If Penalty Value £26,000 


1 CTOh UtOCD'5 DREAM (14) (Sport Racng CU)| W Mufris 6 n it DJCasey 

2 BlFtt PROMALE (27) (Ms A M Daly) Ifes f M Crawley B ft ft JlWafeh 

3 542145 AMBBUBGH HOUSE (21) (Q (D) (1*5 A L Dtel) M Hcungar 616 .. .G Cotter 

4 383641 BAHAO (Ifl (D) (M Johnson) G Sts* 7 ft 6 BUCash 

5 21F34 FEATHBIH) LEADS) (Z7) (BF) (M D OConnart A L Moore 6 ft 6 ..TPTreaC| 

6 3-3202 FINNEGAN’S HOUOW (230) (C) |J P McManis] A P Ofeten 8 11 6 JFTWey 

7 125321 LANTURN (35) (Ms B Byrne) P dixies BUS JU Maguire 

8 2-OF2 NATIVE ESTATES (41) (Q (Us B M McKfaney) N Meade 6 ft 6 PCarteny 

9 22TC HE SONG (55) (C) (BF) (D Lloyd) M Mote 5 it 4 jRBany 

- 9 dedared - 

BETTING; 54? Hta Song, 74? Proraafea, 4-1 Lantum. 5-1 Fsatfwnid Leader. 7-1 Native Estates, 
1H Mtekoto Dream, Finnegan's Hollow, 20-1 others 
897 Dartfnr 7 n 6 K P Gaie 10-3 (N Meadei 9 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Mlcko’s Dreant Fdtovwd 20fength w mw Torvi a Thwfes (2ma heavy) with amfar suc- 
cess over prevxars wreter MU a Navar pnet, haay) Shorter Blp a weny 
Promatee: Stamped hrosatt leadng no** chaser with wns a Lstowet Naas and Faryrixse 
pnvtt good to sritt baserg Rmhapel Kfag (rec Bb) corriort^to 3 lengths on tmsn start 
Good lumper who should rw be bofaered ly drop fa fr^- 

Araboifei^i House: Has not progresud bun wn over Lady Dasy at Goman Park and looks 
held by Hs Song on Punchestown ruvwig tfehfad Gutlendge 
Balwc ftt the ifagrade. but latang a big step ip it dess after, led fast beat Lmn Joy tv. 
lengths at Ckmwl GnrW nov ch. soft). Plenty to find 

Feathered Leader: Bached to reverse n lengths Naas detea on 3b rate terns at Fary- 

house Orvtt good to srit). but only 4 lengths 4th after mistakes. Shorter up agaew rim 

Ftnnegan’o Kotow: Promss n novice chases Iasi Autunn [12 lengths 3rd to Bavard Jst a 

Cork, 3n soft) ten thickly returned to hudes. DiJfiail to assess riter by-off 

IfflttuniirrpiMng last and fapresava2D4OTglhwfana> tom Nre a yipl a nrigbui a Naas tan3t 

soft) after neck defeat by Promatee (gave 71>| orer 2m on sane coise 

Native Estates: Encmregfaj chase debui when bm S lengttE by Rnce R al Navan 3nJf nov 

cn. softh Try should ail but held by Lantien though Neecomptaiwi^ain 

Hte Song: hdi Qtarrpoi HunJe 2nd to term and easy wmer of lira iwo races over fcnrc* 

Out ol sorts when btn sht-hd by Guttendge at Ffonchestown (3n4t nov ch. heavy) latest 

VERDtCTi With ihe question mark over His Song attar Pinchestown. i may pay r side «rth 
PROMALE. who appeared to haw somBOwig In reserve at Fairyhcuse and rrtghi w have 
the edge on Lantum. who could find toe tru on the sharp 54te 


KEMPTON 

12.10: The ex-FVencb Flai per- 
former LAWAHIK jumped well 
to land a touch on his Haydock 
debut, suggesting more to come. 

□OQ 

LIO: EXECUTIVE KING goes 
from strength to strength and 
spreadeagled a solid Geld at 
Lingfield last time. While the 
ground remains on the easy 
side he can confirm the form 
with Lord Of The River. 

□CO 

1.45: Tiutchev is likely to be all 
the rage after his Cheltenham 
win, but this tight track appears 
more likely to suit the progres- 
sive DECOUPAGE, whose 
Newbury second to Wahiba 
Sands has received a handsome 
boost from Lady Rebecca. 

COQ 

2 . 20 : It will be fast and furious 
up front here, and that could put 


HYPERION'S 


TV TIPS 


See More Business's jumping 
under pressure, leaving the way 
clear for IMPERIAL CALL to 
continue his steady progress 
back to the top of the tree. 

□CO 

2.55: Josh Gifford, who upset 
some useful novices at Ascot 
last week with Kurakka, has a 
very high regard for SOLO- 
MAN, wbo can justify his faith 
with a winning chasing debuL 

LEOPARDSTOWN 
2.40: LANTURN simply jumped 
for fun to win doing handsprings 
at Naas and could be the one to 
upset the highly-regarded His 
Song and Prom alee. 
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the INDEPENDENT 
Th,^V 24 December 1998 



ill’s 


Football: Villa top of the class, Arsenal can do better, Manchester United must improve, Forest try on dunce s hat 


Premiership half-term report , tie 


Arsenal 


ARSENE WENGER'S attempts 
to write off his team before 
anyone else does would be 
more convincing if Arsenal 
had not been 1 3 points be- 
hind Manchester United this 
time last year and still done 
the Double. 

After a spluttering first half 
of the season, in which the 
Champions' League challenge 
was undermined by injuries 
and (largely unnecessarily) 
suspensions. Sunday’s per- 
formance against Leeds was 
a reminder of what can be 
achieved. 

Emmanuel Petit and 
Patrick Vieira looked a for- 
midable force again at the 
heart of the team, while 
Dennis Bergkamp and Marc 
Overmars seemed at last to 
have shrugged off the lethar- 
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gy that has dogged them 
since the World Cup- 
Doubts still surround the 

reserve strength, and allow- 
ing lan Wright to leave last 
summer still looks a bad 
error. Another Champions' 
League place may depend on 
keeping a more settled side 
and greater discipline. 

Star pupil: Emmanuel Petit. 
Can do better: Dennis 
Bergkamp. 


Chelsea 


REMAINING UNBEATEN Since 
the opening day of the sea- 
son at Coventry has given 
Chelsea an excellent chance 
of landing their First cham- 
pionship since Ron Green- 
wood was centre-half in 
1955. Greenwood, whose 
all-English West Ham side 
won the FA Cup and Cup- 
Winners' Cup a decade later, 
might regret that not a sin- 
gle goat has been scored by 
an Englishman, but that is the 
route foreign coaches tend to 
take. 

Only Manchester United 
can rival the depth of Gian- 
fuca Vialli's squad, which has 
not suffered from the loss of 
Brian Laudrup and Pierluigi 
Casiraghi - bringing in Bjame 
Goldbaek for only £500,000 
from Copenhagen as soon as 
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Laudrup went home to Den- 
mark was a clever stroke. 

As long as Viaili under- 
stands the dub's passion to 
win the title, and is prepared 
to sacrifice other competi- 
tions to do it if necessary, 
Chelsea may be able to take 
advantage of United's 
obsession with the Euro- 
pean Cup. 

Star pupil: Gianfranco Zola. 
Can do better: Dennis Wise. 


Leeds united 


FUNNV THING, managership. 
Three months ago Leeds 
supporters were mortified 
George Graham preferred 
White Hart Lane to Elland 
Road; now the outcry would 
be deafening if he returned 
to displace David O'Leary. 

The sorcerer’s apprentice 
has picked up the wand and 
converted a functional and 
hard-to-beat team into one 
that has accelerated the im- 
provement and can now gen- 
uinely thrill. The team is too 
inexperienced to be a con- 
sistent title challenger this 
season, but in two years' 
time? How O'Leary spends 
the money and nurtures his 
young players will answer 
that question. 

The Martyn-Radebe-Batty- 
Hasselbaink spine is rock 
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solid but another striker is ur- 
gently needed and more cre- 
ativity and pace in midfield 
and greater strength in depth 
would not go amiss. The ex- 
citing thing is that Jonathon 
Woodgate. Stephen McPhaiJ, 
Lee Bowyer, Hairy Kewell and 
Alan Smith already look good 
enough for the Premiership. 
Star pupil: Lucas Rsdebe. 
Can do better: Clyde Wijn- 
hard. 


MIDDLESBROUGH 


AS MIDDLESBROUGH pre- 
pared to return to the top 
flight, it was suggested In 
these pages that the key to 
their fate would be Paul 
Gascoigne - if his world fell 
apart, so could Boro's. 

it is a measure of the sig- 
nificant progress Middles- 
brough have made that the 
travails oF their shaven- 
headed midfielder have 
been merely incidental in the 
first half of the season. Boro 
have not just continued on 
their impressive, upwardly 
mobile course: they now 
have Che bonus of the other 
side of the Gazza coin, a 
slimline, influential Gas- 
coigne. 

They are also promisingly 
placed to challenge for their 
first appearance in Europe, if 
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not their first title. They are 
unbeaten in 1 1 matches, 
have won at Old Trafford for 
the first time in 68 years and 
have 30 points in the bag al- 
ready. 

Two years ago. at the 
same stage of their last Pre- 
miership campaign, they had 
1 5. Middlesbrough, this time, 
are twice as good. 

Star pupil: Andy Townsend. 
Can do better: Mikkel Beck. 


Southampton 


I until LAST season, when Dave 
Jones led Southampton to a 
finishing position of 1 2 th. the 
Saints had followed a fairly 
consistent seasonal path - 
poor start, minor autumn 
rally, poor Christmas, scrappy 
spring and safety come May 
- for nearly a decade. 

This year they're back In the 
mire and showing few signs 
yet of getting out. A welter 
of summer changes (Kevin 
Davies out, Mark Hughes. 
Stuart Ripley, David How- 
ells, Hassan Kachloul ail in) are 
partly responsible, as is the 
need for a couple of defend- 
ers and a proven attacker. 

Throw injury problems 
into the mix (last Saturday 
saw 1 4 players under treat- 
ment) and it's not too hard 




to see why Southampton 
are struggling. They have 
several experienced relega- 
tion scrappers (Matt Le 
Tissier chief among them) 
and young promise, especially 
striker James Beattie. They'll 
need both to perform con- 
sistently to stay up. 

Star pupfl: James Beattie. 
Can do better: Take your 
pick, starting with Hughes. 


Aston Villa 


back ON top of the Pre- 
miership following Monday's 
narrow victory at Charlton, 
Villa’s season has to be seen 
as a glowing tribute to John 
Gregory's management skills. 

Considerable scepticism 
followed his appointment as 
Brian Little's successor last 
February, but Villa's record 
under his charge has been 
outstanding -27 points from 
1 1 Premiership matches last 
season, 36 From 18 during 
the current campaign. 

Even the loss of Dwight 
Yorke has failed to disturb 
Villa's progress, the blow 
cushioned by the arrival of 
Paul Merson and Dion Dublin 
who, along with Alan Thomp- 
son. represent Gregory's 
three major buys. 

If there Is a doubt over 


ASTON VILLA FJLI 



Villa’s championship creden- 
tials. it lies in their results so 
Far against the other main 
contenders. Although they 
produced a storming come- 
back From 2-0 down to beat 
Arsenal, previous matches 
against Chelsea, Manchester 
United and Liverpool yielded 
only one point in total. 

Star pupil: Gareth Barry. 
Can do better: Stan Colly- 
more. 


Coventry City 


AFTER GETTING a snifF of Uefa 
Cup qualification last season, 
Coventry's record so far has 
been a massive disappoint- 
ment to a board who have 
not been frightened to 
spend. Yfet the quality of their 
football has not declined by 
much, which just goes to 
show how narrow is the dif- 
ference between success and 
failure and why manager 
Gordon Strachan was so 
wary last season of looking 
beyond survival. 

Losing top scorer Dion 
Dublin to Villa came asa body 
blow, but the combination of 
Noel Whelan and Darren 
Huckerby, supplied from the 
wing by Stephen Froggatt. re- 
mains a potent attack, and 
Gary McAllister is back to 
provide class in midfield. 
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The underrated Roland Nils- 
son continues to impress at 
right wing-back. None the 
less, after only three wins in 
the last 12 Premiership 
matches, alarm bells will be 
ringing for Strachan. who 
may live to regret not court- 
ing the vacancy at Leeds 
with a little more vigour. 
Star pupil: Roland Nilsson. 
Can do better: Darren 
Huckerby. 


Leicester city 


MARTIN O'NEILL continues to 
make silk purses from sows' 
ears, turning out a team that 
frequently appears greater 
than the sum of its parts. 
Could anyone else have res- 
cued the career of Tony Cot- 
tee? After his drawn-out 
rejection of the chance to 
manage Leeds, one tends to 
conclude that the environ- 
ment is one in which he 
thrives, engaged on the one 
hand in internal political war- 
fare, on Che other in defying 
the odds on the field, though 
he must be credited with 
being honourable, coo. 
having pledged never to walk 
out on a contract. 

This season, respectably 
high in the Premiership and 
eyeing up Wembley again in 
the Wbrthington Cup, Leices- 
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ter have much to be happy 
about, although the rime 
will surely come when the 
temptation to sell Emile Hes- 
key grows too large to resist. 

What is more, Neil Lennon 
and Muzzy Izzet, the key 
components of O'Neill's in- 
dustrious midfield, are also 
attracting coverous glances. 
Star pupil: Neil Lennon. 
Can do better: Graham 
Fenton. 


Newcastle United 


TWO POINTS worse off than 
they were going into their 
half-way match last season, 
when they needed to win 
their final home game to avert 
the threat of relegation, New- 
castle continue to look not so 
much a team as a collection 
of individuals. That collection 
is changing, with David Batty 
and Keith Gillespie in pastures 
new and Ruud Gullit starting 
to land his transFer targets. 
Newcastle could be on the up 
after Christmas, 

Steve Howey’s return to 
fitness and form has given 
GulUt’s team a markedly 
more assured defensive look. 
They still remain short of cre- 
ative nous in midfield and. de- 
spite some encouraging signs 
from Stephen Glass and Nol- 
berto Solano, could do with 



two orthodox wingers to 
service Duncan Ferguson and 
Alan Shearer. 

United could also do with 
a little stability off the field. 
A major shareholder is look- 
ing to sell out and a manag- 
er commuting From a foreign 
country is not a recipe for 
long-term success. 

Star pupil: Steve Howey. 
Can do better: Andreas 
Andersson. 


Tottenham hotspur 


SINCE SUCCEEDING the hap- 
less (some said hopeless) 
Christian Gross. George 
Graham has done enough to 
convince most Tottenham 
followers that it was worth 
biting the anri-Arsenal bullet. 
The possibility Of fusing Ar- 
senal's traditional discipline 
with Spurs' self-expression is 
a fascinating one, and David 
Ginola's subsequent efforts 
have suggested that Graham 
can pull it oFF. 

He has not rushed oFf to 
market, restricting himself so 
far to strengthening the 
club's weakest position by 
the protracted signing of 
Ipswich's useful full-back 
Mauricio Taricco. Allan 
Nielsen, like Ginola. is dear- 
ly prepared to put himself out 




for the manager and is the 
team's most Improved play- 
er, ahead of Steffen Iversen 
(now unfortunately injured). 

Winning the Worthington 
Cup. as Spurs should, to 
guarantee a return into 
Europe, would ease any lin- 
gering discomfort over "the 
Arsenal man". 

Star pupil: David Ginola. 
Can do better: lan Walker. 


BLACKBURN ROVERS CHARLTON ATHLETIC 


ROVERS HAVE already tried on 
the dunce’s cap this term 
and. although now third 
from bottom, performances 
need to improve considerably 
if last-in-class Is to be avoid- 
ed come May. 

Under Roy Hodgson. 
Rovers were looking to es- 
cape a visit from the Pre- 
miership's inspectors for 
failing clubs, but Brian Kidd 
- a great believer in lots of 
homework - has begun his 
first senior school headship 
with a victory and two draws. 

The boy in the new blue 
blazer is Keith Gillespie, a 
£2 -3m Newcastle graduate 
whose task is to provide 
under-achiever Kevin Davies, 
the sporadic Chris Sutton and 
the hard-working Nathan 
Blake with multiple choices 



in front of goal. The defence 
need to improve their maths 
and realise chat a large goals 
against column equals rele- 
gation. 

Kidd has to work on at- 
tendance levels. Players 
marked "absent" through in- 
jury or suspension (40 yellow 
and four red cards already) are 
a too familiar register entry. 
Star pupil: Tim Sherwood. 
Can do better: Kevin Davies. 


WHEN CHARLTON topped the 
Premiership after two j^mes. 
the local newspaper pro- 
duced a cut-out-and-keep 

League cable. The possibili- 
ty that it may be the only 
thing to remember rhe sea- 
son by has grown stronger in 
recent weeks as Alan Cur- 
bishley's braves have slipped 
closer to Che sort of position 
most people had predicted. 

Amid all the talk of a dif- 
ficult start, getting South- 
ampton for the second game 
proved a wonderful boost for 
the team, the crowd and 
(after a 5-0 win) the goal dif- 
ference. Drawing at places 
like Newcastle. Arsenal, Liv- 
erpool and Tottenham con- 
firmed the side's fighting 
qualities, but an inability to 
pick up points from winnable 
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home games meant they 
could not afford the recent 
run of away defeats. 

Failure to finish off some 
often impressive approach 
play has been a prime cause, 
with Clive Mendonca's un- 
expected lack of goafs adding 
to the alarm. A new striker 
is a necessity. 

Star pupil: Mark Kinsella. 
Can do better: Clive Men- 
donca. 


Derby County 


EVERTON 


FOR A while last season. Jim 
Smith's side looked irresistible, 
full of pace and intricate 
movement, a triple strike 
force of Dean Sturridge, Paulo 
Wanchope and Francesco Ba- 
te no making for many an ex- 
hilarating spectacle. 

This season it is not real- 
ly happening for them. Stur- 
ridge blows hot and cold and 
Baiano, formerly such a slip- 
pery opponent, is a pale 
shadow of last season's fans' 
favourite. Meanwhile, Wan- 
chope's unpredictable ec- 
centricities have not been 
quite so effective. 

The arrival of Stefan 
Schnoor, Horatio Carbonari 
and Spencer Prior has 
brought added stability at the 
back, accounting for a record 
of only four defeats so Far, 
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but nine draws reflect the 
lack of a consistent cutting 
edge, a problem Smith needs 
to resolve soon if Derby are 
to improve on last season's 
ninth place. None the less, 
only three seasons after mov- 
ing up From the Nationwide, 
their future in the top flight 
looks secure. 

Star pupil: Rory Delap. 
Can do better: Francesco 
Baiano. 


WHERE DO you start? Which 
is precisely the dilemma Fac- 
ing Bill Kenwright and any 
consortium wishing to buy 
the club off Peter Johnson. 
Years of mismanagement 
have reduced a great club into 
a disjointed and unhappy 
mess. The prospects? A 
struggle against relegation. 

The problem facing Ken- 
wright is money because 
Johnson will want at least 
£50m for his majority share- 
holding and when you take 
the club's debts and urgent 
future spending on the team 
into account the figure is 
dose to double that. For a 
man who hoped to purchase 
the dub for £5m five years 
ago, it is a huge financial leap. 

IP that does not paint an 
optimistic picture, it is pos- 



itively brilliant compared to 
watching the team. 

John Collins and Don 
Hutchison have been astute 
buys but someone who can 
score has to be added or 
bright prospects like Danny 
Cadamarteri and Michael Bail 
will become disillusioned. 
Star pupil: Dave Watson. 
Can do better: Nick Barm- 
by. 


Liverpool 


Manchester united 


LOOK UP last year's report 
and merely change the date. 
Liverpool were potential try- 
ing to become substance at 
rhe end oF 1997 and 12 
months on they are Further 
away from their target. The 
failure to buy a centre-half 
has gone beyond a mystery 
and is approaching a scandal, 
contributing more than any- 
thing to Roy Evans' depar- 
ture. Excuses are not enough, 
money has to be spent, and 
there would be worse buys 
than Matt Elliott. 

The full-backs are Fallible. 
Paul I nee is a fading force and 
Steve McManaman should 
stop saying he wants to stay 
with the club and sign a con- 
tract. Either that or he should 
be put up for sale. 

The irritating thing about 


V W«i». KCFZ 


pLsVs&CCL*; 

VfCOT^Sll CU.3 H 




Liverpool is they are canta- 
lisingly close to being a very 
good side. They have the best 
two young strikers in the 
Premiership, Jamie Carragher 
and Jamie Redknapp could 
become an exciting core and 
Patrik Berger can sometimes 
look world class. 

Star pupil: Michael Owen. 
Can do better: Oyvind 
Leonhardsen, Jason McAceer, 
David James. 


AS THE National Lottery puts 
it maybe— just maybe. Qual- 
ification for the knockout 
phase of the European Cup 
was a minimum requirement 
and United are suffldentiy well 
placed to make a fifth Pre- 
miership title in seven years 
a possibility, yet there are 
more buts surrounding Unit- 
ed than for many seasons. 

Most focus on the de- 
fence, which is shipping goals 
at an alarming rate. Jaap 
Stam is a commanding cen- 
tre-half in search of a part- 
ner, Gary Neville is out of 
position and his brother Phil 
is having a crisis of confi- 
dence, so the sooner Ronny 
Johnsen and David May are 
properly fit the better. 

Further Forward the prob- 
lem is an embarrassment of 



riches. Ole Gunnar Solskjaer 
would walk into any team 
that did not also have Dwight 
Yorke and Andy Cole, while 
Nicky Butt must wonder 
what he has to do to get a 
regular place. 


The fundamental problerW ■ 
a lack of height, whiern 


is a lack of height, which 
could undermine ambitions 
at home and abroad. 

Star pupil: Andy Cole. 

Can do better: Ryan Giggs. 


Nottingham Forest Sheffield Wednesday 


WITHOUT A win since August. 
Forest look doomed ro Follow 
the recent tradition oF pro- 
moted Nationwide clubs fail- 
ing to make the Premiership 
grade. Pierre van Hooijdonk’s 
three-month strike certainly did 
not help matters, but equally 
to blame is the lack of invest- 
ment over which the maverick 
Dutchman made his regret- 
table stand. 

Having arrived to fanfares 
last year, the new owners 
have cleared Forest's debts 
but left them to fend in the 
Premiership with a First 
Division team. Few man- 
agers have a better record 
with under-funded dubs than 
Dave Bassett, but he has en- 
joyed only limited spending 
power and not used it no- 
ticeably well. Neil Shipperiey 




and Dougie Freedman in 
place of Van Hooijdonk and 
Kevin Campbell, for example, 
could hardly be described as 
like for like. If a buyer can be 
found for Van Hooijdonk, and 
the incoming cash used to 
good effect, there may still 
be a chance of survival, but 
even then only a slim one. 
Star pupil: Thierry Bona lair. 
Can do better: Pierre van 
Hooijdonk. 


THE HEAD (as in case) boy has 
been absent and a permanent 
expulsion is looming if he 
does not turn up soon. The 
irony is that Wednesday's re- 
sults have been far better in 
Paolo Di Canto’s absence 
than they were when the 
mercurial Italian was proving 
he is one of the most skilful 
players in the Premiership. 

The reasons are varied. 
Danny Wilson appeared more 
unsettled than was expect- 
ed after his move down the 
A61 from Barnsley and took 
time to impress his methods, 
although he was not helped 
by absences due to Injury. 

Di Canio’s absence has 
given Benito Carbone an ex- 
tended run. The theory was 
chat two Italians made the 
team too lightweight and the 






former was usually preferred 
to his compatriot, which 
meant Carbone played only 
intermittently. The differ- 
ence that selection has made 
can be seen in his delightful 
goals and approach play. 

Too strong to go down. 
Wednesday could be an out- 
side bet for the FA Cup. 
Star pupil: Des Walker. 

Can do better: Paolo Di 
Canio. 


West Ham United 


Wimbledon 


steady PROGRESS culminat- 
ed in breathless calls for an 
oxygen tent as West Ham's 
adventurers reached the un- 
charted heights of second 
place at the end of last 
month. Subsequent defeats 
at Leeds and Middlesbrough 
have brought everyone back 
down to earth. 

Generally the defence has 
been solid, with Ian Pearce 
and Rio Ferdinand excellent 
in front of the impressive 
Shaka Hisiop. The midfield 
has shone brightly on occa- 
sions, but John Harcson's 
return of three goals in T 5 
games means that the re- 
newed partnership with lan 
Wright has not taken off. 

Hartson's spat with Eyal 
Berko vie was one of several 



worrying events off the field, 
often poorly handled; others 
included the sale of Andy 
Impey to Leicester behind die 
back of manager Harry Red- 
knapp, who has now admit- 
ted how difficult It will be to 
keep Ferdinand at the club. 
An Important few months 
coming up. 

Star pupil: Frank Lampard. 
Can do better: John Hanson. 


THREE-NIL down in 27 min- 
utes at West Ham early in 
September. Joe Klnnear’s side 
proceeded to serve notice 
Chat the old Wimbledon spir- 
it is still alive. The home team 
were overwhelmed, the game 
was won 4-3 and chose who 
thought that relegation was 
on the cards at last were 
forced to seek out other, less 
indomitable, candidates. 

Wimbledon have been in 
the cop half of the table al- 
most ever since, outgunned 
only by Manchester United 
(5-1) and Chelsea (3-0), tak- 
ing revenge on the latter to 
reach the Worthington Cup 
semi-final. 

The most significant fac- 
tor has been a return to fit- 
ness of the strikers whose 



absence caused a paucity of 
goals last spring. Marcus 
Gayle has been inching back 
towards the form of two sea- 
sons ago and Jason Euell has 
benefited from a new mid- 
field role. 

If the long term is always 
imponderable, short-term 
prospects are bright again ; 
Star pupil- Michael Hughes 
Can do better: Carl Leaburu 


Reports by Guy Hodgson, Steve Tongue, Jon Culley, Simon Turnbull, Nick Harris, Nick Duxbury 
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Ali’s alchemy of 
the human spirit 


IN DESCRIBING the scene of 
Cassius Clay’s coronation on 25 
February 1964 in Miami Beach, 
Florida, a distinguished Amer- 
ican sports colu mn ist, the late 
Red Smith, wrote: “Cassius 
Marcel! us Clay fought his way 
out of the horde that swarmed 
and leaped and shouted in the 
ring, climbed tike a squirrel on 
to the red velvet ropes and 
brandished his still-gloved hand 
aloft. ‘Eat your words, ' he 
howled to the working press 
rows, ‘Eat your words.’” 

Smith’s words, the words of 
practically every reporter at 
ringside. Words that carried 
resentment of Clay’s uniquely 
extravagant style, his brashness 
and obvious contempt for the 
racist convention that he should 
be grateful for a chance to rise 
above disenfranchisement 

At least Smith had the grace 
to add: “Nobody ever had a bet- 
ter right [to howl at the press]. 

“In a mouth still dry from 
excitement of the most as- 
founding upset in many roaring 
t years, the words don’t taste 
good, but they taste better than 
they read. The words written 
here, and practically every- 
where else until the impossible 
became the unbelievable truth, 
said Sonny Liston would 
squash Cassius Clay tike a 
bug.” 


books for 
Christmas 

Today: Boxing 

As David Remnick states in 
The King of the World (Ran- 
dom House), not the most com- 
prehensive or revealing, but 
beyond doubt the most ele- 
gantly crafted book about 
Muhammad All (so far only 
available in the United States): 
“some of Clay's other detrac- 
tors could barely bring them- 
selves to admit that they had 
been so wrong about him. 

“Dick Young’s column for 
the [New York] Daily News 
seethed with resentment, as if 
the outcome had been a con- 
spiracy designed specifically 
to offend him. Tf Cassius wants 
me to say he's the greatest, all 
right, HI say it.' Young groused 
in print, ‘but I'll say he scored 
the greatest retreating victory 
since the Russians suckered 
Napoleon into a snow' bank. I 
never saw Joe Louis run away 
and win, or Rocky Marciano, 
and i'm sure my father never 
saw Jack Dempsey run away 
and win, and my grandfather 
never saw John L Sullivan run 
away and win.’" 


American friends in this 
trade who think Remnick 
spends too much time putting 
down sportswriters of that era 
point out that Ali was a culture 
shock, a dramatic departure 
from the custom of one- 
dimensional fighters. 

They miss not only the irony 
of Ali's lasting fame as a boxer 
but that of his subsequent pas- 
sage from reviled draft-dodger 
and rabble-rouser to all- 
American hero. 

As for allegiance to the 
Nation of Islam, his apparent 
acceptance of a philosophy that 
damned the white man as a 
devQ, Remnick quotes Ali's ring 
doctor Ferdie Pacheco. “He's 
not a hater;” Pacheco tells the 
author. “But he's always 
marched to his own drummer. 
He sees things as he wants to. 
Whatever is best for him, what- 
ever ideology is best for him, 
whatever programme is best 
for the way he thinks his life 
should be." 

Ali treads slowly now, each 
careful step a measure of the 
difficulties inflicted by Parkin- 
son's disease. But in Remnick’s 
stylish prose there is resur- 
rection. Although Ali is followed 
no further along the yellow 
brick road than his defeat of 
Floyd Patterson in November 
1965 it is enough. 


Editor of New Tforker mag- 
azine, Remnick won a Pulitzer 
Prize for Lenin's Tbrnb: ThefaU 
of Communism. With this 
penetrating study of events 
that announced Ali as the 
sports figure of the centuiy 
and a symbol of black con- 
sciousness he lives up to his 
credentials. 

Nobody on this side of the 
Atlantic who was assigned to 
charting Ali's progress got 
closer to him than the ITV 
boxing commentator Reg 
Gutteridge. 

There are many anecdotes 
about their relationship in Gut- 
teridge's entertaining auto- 
biography Uppercuts and 
Dazes (John Blake Publishing, 
£16.9 9). When recovering in 
hospital from a serious illness 
Gutteridge woke up one 
evening to find Ali standing 
over him. Hearing in London 
that Gutteridge was unwell Ali 
insisted on seeing him at a 
late hour. His senses by then 
impaired, Ali placed a hand 
on Gutteridge's brow and 
mumbled a Muslim prayer. 

It came as no surprise to 
boxing people when Naseem 
Hamed split with his Irish men- 
tor Brendan Ingle. The turbu- 
lence that entered their 
relationship after Hamed 
became established as a m*y or 
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M uhammad Ali was a culture shock but his feme is lasting- and not just because of his boxing 


Curt Gunther 


figure in the sport is vividly 
documented by Nick Pitt in 
The Paddy and the Prince 
(Random House, £16). 

Considered by Gene Tunney 
to have possessed “the keenest 
and most analytical brain that 


ever graced a prize ring", 
James J Corbett caused a tech- 
nical revolution in boxing when 
be defeated John L Sullivan in 
1892 to become the first heavy- 
weight champion under Mar- 
quis of Queensberry rules. 


Born in California to Irish 
emigrants. Corbett brought 
science to a sport that had 
previously been regarded as a 
brutal test of raw courage and 
strength. 

The fascinating story of 


Corbett’s remarkable career 
in and out of the ring is well told 
by Patrick Myf er in Gentleman 
Jim Corbett - The Truth 
Behind a Boxing Legend 
(Robson Books, £17.95). 

KEN JONES 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


APPOINTMENTS: GRADUATE, GENERAL, LEGAL 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 




SOCIAL SURVEY 
INTERVIEWERS 


SUPPORTING 
Iff OAKEN (I CHILDREN 
AAJUMST VtOLlNCt 


Are you looking for a job fa which you get to meet peoptofrom 
a variety of backgrounds? If you are, the Social Survey Division 
of ONS has vacancies for intewtewers In the fofowing areas: 
Birmingham, Crawley, Liverpool, Manchester, Reacfing, Swindon, 
Teeskfo aid afl London Boroughs. 

The work involves calfing on people In their homes and 
collectbig Information on a variety of social issues on behalf of 
the Government by canylng out structured interviewing. The 
volume of work varies from week to week and most of the 
interviewing vwB take place ir» the evening. 

Successful candidates wH have a professional manner and 
excelent Interpersonal skis. Own car and telephone are essential. 
The work is hourly pad at attractive rates plus expenses. 
Interviewers ae required to be avaflable for at least three days and 
three evenings per week. The retirement age Is 05. 

Said a po s tcard with your name, address and telephone 
number to SSD Recruitment & Training Unit, Office for 
National Statistics (DI/08), 1 Drummond Gate, London 
SW1V2QQ. 

interviewing and training wM take place throughout January 
and February. 

"national 
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ONS is an oqoal opportunisms oraplayar and wotaxoon app&cations from ^ 
suitably quaSOad IfKfivfcltiais, inr«sp*ctfea of raefaf origin, sax or (Ssabflfty: Sy 
AH applications wa bo troatod or imrit ^ 


Cafe Indrya (UK) Ltd requires an Executive Chef 
and a 2nd Chef for its Indian restaurants. They 
should have at least five years work experience of 
which two years should be in a supervisory 
capacity. They should have a thorough working 
knowledge of regional Indian cuisine and should 
be able to train and lead a team. 

The company also requires a Restaurant Manager 
% with at least five years restaurant managerial 
* experience of which two years should be in a 
reputed hotel or restaurant. The person should 
have a good knowledge of regional Indian cuisine 
and possess good 'Customer Relations' skills. 

Successful applicants will be offered a good 
remuneration package. 

Please apply with full CV to: 

Mr Vilas Palnitkar, 

Operations Director, 

Cafe lndiya Restaurant, 

30 Alie Street. 

London El SDA. 

Santa fe Ltd will be opening its first restaurant in London in | 
April 1999, with further evenings planned later in the year 

EXECUTIVE CHEFS 

We are seeking chefs with extensive experience in the 
preparation and production of the cuisine of fhe 
, Southwestern region of the USA 

' (Arizona. Colorado, New Mexico. California and Texas ) 

As a successful eandkiote you will have 5 years experience of this 
cuisine, with at least 2 years experience in a supervisory atpoaly. 
You will have the ability to recruit and train kitchen staff at Ml 
levels and dernonstrnle strong leadership and teamwork skills. 
You will be able to manage all aspects at the btchen and show 
a sound understanding of food oast management. You will also 
have the experience to drive ongoing redpe and menu 
development. 

Benefits to include so lory of area £25k pa, bonus/mcentive 
scheme, career progression and the opportunity to be part 
of an exciting new venture. 

Hum write wfffc CV toe Bto« Cerofa^ Senta fa lM,. 
Pippin Grove, 628 Laadu Road, Stnffb, Bwto SU 9QA 

IMPERIAL COLLEGE OF SCIENCE, 
TECHNOLOGY & MEDICINE 
TJL Huxley School of Environment, 

Earth Sciences and Engineering 

Research Assistant 

(RA1B £17,869 - £19,704 pa inc) 

Applications are invited from electrical engineers for a 
postgraduate research position ki the applicator of 
pulsating power in mineral technology, 

.. Please apply by CV and references to 

fcprofa*?U. Andres, T.H. Huxley Sd>odof 
^Emkonment, Earth Sciences andEngtneerog, 

London SW7 2 BP. Fax/Tef: +44 1 71 594 7421. 

E-mafl: u^ndres^ejacoik. 

Closing date: 29 January 1 999. 
ThaaOBgBissOMngtowatis Equal Opportunities 


To advertise in this 
section please calf the 
GRADUATE 


team on 


017) 293 2546. 


The main function of the Joint Service Liaison Office 
(JSLO) is liaison between the British Forces in Germany 
(BFG) and the German Authorities at Federal, Lander and 
local levels, in accordance wtth mutual obligations arising 
from International Agreements. 

The Accommodation Liaison Officer 1 (LOI) post is 
located in Bonn, Germany and is graded at Senior 
Executive Officer level. The key duties of the post ere: 
Assisting and advising BFG on the application of NATO 
Status of Forces Agreement and Supplementary . 
Agreement. German pofiticaf, legal and procedural matters 
relating to the acquisition and release of accommodation, 
pianning/constructjon and environmental prelection on 
BFG administered property. 

Liaison with other NATO Sending States Forces 
an accommodation matters, construction and 
environmental issues. 

Initiating, monitoring progress and negotiating/liaising with 
the Federal German authorities on accommodation, 
construction and environmental matters. 

Leading and motivating a smal bi-fingual 
executiva/admi nistrativo team concerned with 
the task of international Ettison. 

Experience and Professional Competence required 
Good current workfag knowledge of BFG together 
with German political and ad mi nistr ati ve systems 
is fundamental. 

10 years’ experience of negotiating in a 
Genu an/I ntemational environment Is essential. 

Technical fluency in English and German to CSC 
Interpreter level I or H or Institute of Linguists Diploma in 
Public Service Interpreting or tested commercial 
equivalent strove degree level is essential. 


The stating salary for the position of LOI will be £21,273 pa 
with the potential for performance related increases. A 
Recruitment and Retention Allowance of £1,77 6 pa will be 
payable. Applicants domic Bed in the UK wifi also receive a 
non-taxabie Cost of living Addition (COLA), which ranges 
from £4,030 to £7,280 depending on marital status. COLA 
is variable and subject to adjustment to reflect changes in 
the 

assessed cost of Bving in Germany. Additional COLA 
is payable for any dependent children. Free 
accommodation and utilities within agreed levels are also 
available. Local schooling or Boarding School Allowance 
Is provided, where raqiired. 

The post is reserved for UK Nationals only, and is a fixed 
term three year contract, although there is a good 
possibility of extension to 5 years. Exceptionally, posts 
may be made permanent 

For an information pack and application form, please call 
00 49 2161 473451 or write to PMIb Civil Secretariat, HQ 
UKSC(G), BFP0 140. Alternatively you can request the 
information pack by fax on 00 49 2161 472220. 

The dosing date for applications is 15 January 1999. 

Wa are an equal opportunity employer and are fully 
committed to equal opportunity poUdes. The Ministry of 
Defence positively welcomes appfications from suitably 
qualified intfviduals, irrespective of racial origin, sex 
or disabifity. 



UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE 

Department of Chemistry 

Post Doctoral Research 
Associate 

A post-doctoral position is avaSabte from March 1999 
for one year in the research grotp of Dr David 
Ktenerman and Dr Shankar Batesubramartan, 
involving the labelling of biological molecules, such as 
proteins and DNA, with Huorophors for experiments 
using ultra- sensitive fluorescence spectroscopy to 
inflow molecular dynames. Previous experience of 
labeling tadYuques ts essentiaL 

The appotatirronl wil be on (he University's standard 
Kate In the range £15,735 to £21,815, according to 
age and experience- Applications (in duplicate) 
Inducing a CV and the names and accesses of two 
referees should be sent to Dr David Ktenerman. 
Department of Ctemistiy. Lansfield Road, Cambridge 
CB2 1EW emai: dkl0012©carTLacajk. to arrive not 
later than 18th January 1909. 

The University is an equal opportunities employer. 


FINANCE 

Expanding investment firm requires a 
graduate with at least three years experience 
dealing equity derivatives. Knowledge of US, . 
UK and Far East markets are essential. Must 
have outstanding quantative and analytical 
skills. Strong PC/systems skills will include 
spreadsheet development on Excel. , 
Derivatives risk and credit knowledge a must 
Foreign languages a plus. Salary negotiable. 
Contact box number P.O. Box 12953, The 
Independent Newspaper, One Canada 
Square, Canaiy Wharf, London E14 5AP. 
Please send all inquiries to: 

Ms Stella Wollin 
46 Albemarle Street 
London W1X 3FE 


BPS Rainer has a 300 year history of making a significant 
contribution to social and penal policy affecting children, young 
people and offenders. Further it has an outstanding track record 
of providing innovative direct services and pioneering new work. 
There are many aspects of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 and 
the Government’s Response to the Children's Safeguards Review 
and Quatity Protects Programme, published by The Department 
of Health in November 1998. BPS Rainer has made a strategic 
decision to respond as lead player to this agenda to three 
specific areas which make up its core business: j 

Cara Leavers aad After Cara 
Round Management and Bail Sappart 
Mentoring DeveJopoenfs 


Jmi Tnr 


V 


in order to establish our response to these agendas, we require a: 


HEAD OF DEVELOPMENT 


E35K - Two year contract 

The successful applicant will work with strategic partners, local 
authorities and central government, providing project development 
and management, consultancy, framing and service planning. 

Candidates are likely to be educated to graduate level, with at 
least five years in a senior post; a proven track record of strategic 
development; project planning and management, and the ability to 
secure ESF arid other statutory funding. 

For an application form and information pack, please send a large 
A4 stamped, addressed envelope (60p in stamps) to: 

Gina Short Hmaa Rosannas Officer, 

BPS Rainer, Rectory Lodge, High Street; Wgk 

Blasted, Kent TN1S1JF 

Tlie Ravel Pfdenttiropic Society mcotponMing Tlta Rainer Foundation is W Mp 

cormmHBti to Equal OpportnfiftaE Practice f-^md 

Charity Registration No. 229132 


Together 
well 
make the 
difference 

A leading 
charity 
committed to 
giving young 
people at risk 
the chance 
to fulfil their 
potential in 
society 

fRPS 


Coventry Fanahghar is a registered *5^ 

charily which provides emergency Stq n®’ 

temporary accommodation and 1 "J“ | 

range of direct support services to mumwamrmo 
Asian women and children wonn a children 
experiencing domestic violence. o/must vtoLiNcc 

VM> are seeking to recruit highly motivated, enthusiastic 
and committed Asian women for the following posts: 

CHILDCARE PROJECT OFFICER 
(Ref: CPO) 

Full-tirne fN06 £16,233) 

Your role will involve developing childcare provision and 
initiatives, and the day-to-day running of full daycare 
creche. 

You will need: 

- hlNEB or equivalent qualification 

- Four years posi qualifying experience with 0 - 8 >t olds. 

- Empathy and undemanding of (lie concerns and 
problems facing Asian children and Families. 

This post is funded through the Single Regeneration 
Budget, ini Dally Tor two years. 


pwmTg-waed 

Rege rieraUpn 


REFUGE PROJECT OFFICER 
(Ref: RPO) 

Full-time (RM1W £15,264-£19,185, 
night call-out rate £9.00ph) 

This is a new project, based in Leicester, for women aged 
between l6-25yrs. You will be required to manage the 24 
hour running of our refuge. 

You will need: 

- AI least 2 years management experience. 

- At least 3 yean experience working with women and 
children in a caring enabling capacity. 

- A thorough knowledge or domestic violence as n 
affects young women within the Asian communities. 

- Highly developed leadership. organiMiUona] and 
communication skills. 

- A relevant qualification i.e. Degree in Social 
Work/SociaJ Care. CQSW, DipSW or equivalents. 

- Flexibility as ID'S- of working time will be at weekends 
and required to tv on call during the night. 

PROJECT SUPPORT WORKERS- 

LE1CESTER BASED 

(Ref: PSW/Night - PSW/Day) 

3 part-time posts 19.5 hours 
Grade RW1 £13,086 pro-rata (£2.340 
weighting for night suppon posts.) 

Two Suppon Workers are required to work pan of the 
week and overnight (3 nighu per week) and one Suppon 
Wbrker during the day 

You will need to have: 

- The capacity to offer a range of emotional and practical 
support, with an emparhic and sensitive approach. 

- The ability to liaise with a range of agencies such as 
social services, housing benefit agency, courts, police, 
schools and alcohol, drugs and mental health services. 

- At leasr one years experience of working with Asian 

women, children and young girls either in a paid or i 
unpaid capacity. - j 

Ability to speak an Asian language is essential for all 1 
posts. Speakers of Guuartl and Bengali are particularly 
welcome due to trader-representation. The above posts 
are exempt under the Sex Discrimination Act 1975 
7(2M<TXe) and the Race Relations Act 1976 »2Kd). 

For application forms please call 01203 228952 and 
quote relevant reference. 

Closing date far aB posts Is 1 1th January 1999. 

Panahghar is Committed to Equality of Opp ort un ity. 


Intensive Courses for Quick Results 
In-House Recruitment Agency 
Speeds and Skills Guaranteed 

Microsoft Office 97 Beginners - Advanced 
Email-Type 40 wpm in 3 wks 

Microsoft Office 97/Lotos/DTP/InterDet 
Email & Type 60 wpm in 6 wks 
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Sporting Quiz Of the year 


TROUBLED TIMES 


Where were these photographs taken? 


1 Who got into troubte for saying that 
playing conditions were such that “I 
felt like I had smoked 10 joints”? 

2 Who saw red in his national sta- 
dium but returned less than four 
weeks Later to inspire his country to 
a historic triumph? 

3 Who was sent home from France 
after claiming that some of his col- 
leagues had become “untouch- 
ables"? 

4 Who whistled up a storm by pre- 
tending to play a flute? 

5 Who collected his 12th and 13th yel- 
low cards and his first red in his 44th 
En gland match? 


RECORD BREAKERS 


1 Who needed only 574 attempts to 
become one of the 24 men of the cen- 
tury? 

2 ...and who needed 38 attempts to 
achieve his century landmark? 

3 Whose elevation in March was the 
quickest in 110 years of history? 

4 Which South African No 10 per- 
formed a feat equalled only by an 
Englishman in 1884 and an Aus- 
tralian in 1902? 

5 Who got into double figures for the 
first time in his England career at 
the age of 32? 


THE WEMBLEY WAY 


1 On what occasion did no Eng- 
lishman feature in a match at Wem- 
bley which saw one team reach a 
half-century and their opponents fail 
to score? 

2 Who earned a place at Wembley 
thanks to a strike by a Liberian? 

3 Which Wembley final ended 
with a British coach guiding a 
team to victory For the first time 
since 1986? 

4 When was an 18-year-old Eng- 
lishman upstaged at Wembley by a 
23-year-old Chilean? 

5 Which Italian helped his side lift 
a trophy by scoring at Wembley far 
the second time in 10 months? 


WINNERS AND LOSERS 


1 Whose limited talent earned them 
two trophies In the space of 24 
hours? 

2 Who scored the goal which 
brought back to London a trophy 
which his club had last won 27 
years ago? 

3 Who took 26 seconds off the record 
for an annual race over four miles 
and 374 yards? 

4 Which Englishman triumphed at 
English Tbrn to record his first vic- 
tory at only his eighth attempt? 

5 When did aTankard fail in acup? 


GROUNDS FOR DEBATE 





1 Who headed west after leaving a 
ground where rugby had been 
played for more than 130 years? 

2 ...and who left a ground which had 
staged rugby for 112 years to move 
in with footballing neighbours who 
promptly won their championship 
and promotion? 

3 Who moved from their inner-city 
home to a £270m stadium built on 
a chemically polluted former gas- 
works site? 

4 Why was there a chorus of “Vial- 
li, Vi alii" during a match at Goodi- 
son Park when Chelsea were 
playing at Stamford Bridge? 

5 Who failed to win at home until the 
ninth month of the season? 


END OF THE LINE 


THE GLOBAL GAME 


WHO SAID IT? 


FAME FOR 15 MINUTES 


1 Who finally won gold after a 
sequence of 13 silvers or bronzes? 

2 Who prevented a world record by 
succeeding where 17 teams before 
them had failed? 

3 Which player paid the final penal- 
ty for failing at the i4th attempt after 
13 successes? 

4 Who enjoyed double delight after 
ending a run of 37 international 
matches without a goal? 

5 Whose major run ended after 37 
years and 146 consecutive appear- 
ances? 


6 ...and whose run ended after 
2,632 consecutive returns to base 
dating back to 1982? 

7 Which player from Belarus final- 
ly beat her German opponent after 
17 unsuccessful attempts? 

8 Who cheered hearts by ending a 
36-year wait for a trophy? 

9 Whose run of 63 consecutive ap- 
pearances was ended by a bad 
back? 

10 Whose nine-year winning run 
ended when a Swede and a Norwe- 
gian scored goals for a rival firm? 


Why did the following make the 
headlines? 


GOLDEN OLDIES 


1 Simon Fenn 

2 Lleyton Hewitt 

3 Giullano Grazdoli 

4 Sean Olsson 

5 Steve Simons en 


1 Which Czech went Down Under 
to break his duck at the age of 30? 

2 Which 31-year-old kept his bottle 
in Bordeaux to kick his team to a 
famous victory? 

3 ...and which Austr alian retired 
after kicking his team to final glory? 


4 Which 37-year-old bucked his 
own previous form in the event to 
inspire his team to one of the 
biggest upsets in his sport’s histo- 
ry in San Diego? 

5 Which American achieved finally 
major success at the age of 41? 


1 What run dating back over 18 
years did the Irishman Denis 
Hickie end in Paris? 

2 Who was the 28-year-old farmer's 
daughter from Cavan who record- 
ed Ireland's first success in Lon- 
don? 

3 What began in T hailan d in Janu- 
ary and visited Australia, South 
Africa. Scotland and Dubai before 
finishing the year in November in 
Spain? 

4 Wh&b three Britons took less than 
21 seconds to dean up in Bu- 
dapest? 

5 At which Test match did no more 
wickets fall after three went down 
in the first hour? 

6 Which 27-year-old became the 
first Frenchman to triumph In Sur- 
rey in June when he held off the 


challenge of a 42-year-old Ulster- 
man? 

7 Which 22-year-old Scotsman con- 
quered the world for the first time 
by beating an Irishman in 
Sheffield? 

8 Why did more than 100 million 
television viewers watch live cov- 
erage of a First Division match in 
the Nationwide League in Sep- 
tember? 

9 Who spent three weeks racing 
over 3,711 kilometres to become the 
first Italian to triumph in Paris for 
33 years? 

10 Which American, bom in Cana- 
da of English and German parents, 
gave up trying to conquer Ameri- 
ca, moved to Japan, and came 
within a stroke of conquering 
Britain? 


ANSWERS, PAGE 14 


1 Tm going to feel every minute of 
it this time. I can’t remember the 
last two so it’s going to be very nice. 
We’re going to show the French 
boys how to party." 

2 “Coming from Itobago, which 
is such a small island where foot- 
ball comes second to cricket, it 
was a dream opportunity to play 
here.” 

3 “I don’t care whether you're Alan 
Shearer or The Pope, you don’t do 
things like that” 

4 H 1 just felt in the early stages 
of the tournament he was not 
quite there mentally - but he is 
now." 

5 “I went out on a limb for him. I 
tried so many times to make him 
see what he needed to do, at the age 
of 31, to deal with the modern 
game.” 

6 “He couldn't talk, but he didn’t 
need to apologise. Everyone could 


see how he felt The evidence is 
there for everyone, for him more 
than anybody, of how much it hurt 
him and the team.” 

7 “I was very nervous, to be 
honest I was just trying to focus my 
mind, trying to stay cool, not to get 
excited, not to tire myself, not to 
worry. I knew I needed only to fin- 
ish second to win the title, but that 
made me uncomfortable.” 

8 “Tm a bit of a jammy git Tom 
Jenks should have ridden him.” 

9 "Not going past Sir Don probably 
saved me from getting stabbed 
in the street I reckon I get a mini- 
mum of 10 people a day coming up 
to me and kissing me and telling me 

how great it was I didn’t go past 

him- ” 

10 “He came up to me after the 
match to apologise, saying he was 
sorry that I had been sent off I felt 
like punching him then." 


mac 


FIXTURES 


BOXING DAY 


FOOTBALL 

3 O unless stated 
FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP 

1 Arsenal v West Ham (12.0) 

- Blackburn v Asron Villa |6.D) 

2 Coventry v Tottenham 

3 Everton v Derby 

4 Manchester Utd v Noam Forest .. 

5 Mridlesbrough v Liverpool 

6 Newcastle v Leeds 

7 Sheffield Wed v Leicester 

S Southampton v Chelsea (12.01 ..... 
9 Wimbledon a Charlton 


NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

TO Birmingham v Sheffield Utd 

tt Bolton v Bradford (1 01 

12 Crewe v Bury 

13 Huddersfield v Gnmsby 

14 Ipswich w Portsmouth 

1 5 Oxford llrd v Crystal Palace 

t6 OPR v Norwich (12.0) 

T7 Stockport v Barnsley (1.0) 

18 Swindon v Wolves 

19 Tranmer? v Sunderland 

20 Watford v Bristol Gry 112.0) 

21 West Bromwich V Forr V3te (1.0) ... 

SECOND DflflSKM 

22 Blackpool v Wigan (1.0)... 

23 Bristol Ravers v Gillingham 

24 Chester ffeW v Oldham 

25 Fulhjm vCoichesrer (12.0J. . .. . 

26 Lincoln Gty v Macclesfield 

27 Lvron v Reading (I2.0J 

28 Miltwdll v Bournemouth |1?.0) 

29 Notes County v Northampton .. — 

30 Stoke v Preston 

31 IMjIsjI) v Wycombe 

32 Wrexham v Manchester Gty (12 0) 

33 V*5fk v Burnley 

TMRD DIVISION 

34 Barnet v Plymouth (1.30) ... ... 

35 6nghton v Brentford (12.0) 

38 Cambridge Utd v Rotherham 

37 Cardiff v Shrewsbury (1 2.0) 

38 Exeter v Torquay () 1 0) 

39 Halifax v Darlington t2.0) 

- HwHvChester 

- Leyton Orient v Swansea (1.30) . 


- Mansfield v Scarborough 

- Rochdale v Carlisle 

- Scunthorpe v Hartlepool 

- Southend v Peterborough (1 .0) 

SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 

40 Dunfermline v Aberdeen 

41 Kilmarnock v Hearts 

42 Motherwell v Dundee Utd 

43 Bangers v 5t Johnstone 

SCOTTISH FIRST DIVISION 

44 AJrdne v Raich .. 

45 Falkirk v Stranraer 

46 Greenock Morton v Clydebank 

47 Hamilton v St Mirren 

48 Hibernian v Ayr - 

SCOTTISH SECOND DIVISION 

49 Alloa v Sdding 

- Arbroath v Forfar 

- Clyde v Paniek 

SCOTTISH THIRD DIVISION 

- Albion v Queen's Park 

- Brechin v Montrose 

- Dumbarton v Berwick 

- Ross County v Cowdenbeath 

- Stenhousemulr v East Stirling 

FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 

- Doncaster v Leek 

- Famborough v Hayes 

- Foresc Green v Vfeovil 

- Kettering v Hednesford 

- Kidderminster v Hereford (12.30) .... 

- Klngsconlan v Woking (12.0) 

- Northwtch v Mwetambe 

- Southport v Barrow 

- Stevenage v Rushden 6 Diamonds.... 

- Telford v Cheltenham 

- Waling v Dover (12.0) 

RYMAN LEAGUE Premier DMston: St 
Albans v Bishop's Stortford [l 1.0). 
UNIBOND LEAGUE Premier DMskm: 


ley Bay (1.0): HanogaK Town v Eastwood 
town; Hue knoll v Helper. Necnerfleld v 
Droyfsden: Raddiffe v WOcon. 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE Premier OM- 
Uon: Bath Gty v Salisbury; Bromsgrove 
v Worcester City. Burton Albion v Gres- 
ley Ravers (11.30): Cambridge Gty v Roth- 
wen (1 .0): Gloucester Gty v Merthyr Tydfil; 
Grantham v Ilkeston Town (12.0); Hasc- 


(1 1.0); Hassocks v Burgess HBI (1 1 .0); Hor- 
sham Y M C A v Red hill (11.0); Urtie- 
hampron v Wick (11.0): Rlngmer u 
Saltdean (1 1.0); Selsey v Ragham (11.0); 
Whicehawk v Shoreham. 

SCREWFTX DIRECT LEAGUE Premier 
Dlwfskxu Barnstaple v Bide ford; Bishop 


CRICKET 

FOURTH TEST (Melbourne): Australia 
v England (first day of five). 


mgs v Crawley ; King's Lynn v Boston Utd: 
Nuneaton vfitha s t on e (12.0): Tamworth 
v Halesowen Town (12.0): Weymouth w 
Dorchester. 

PRESS A JOURNAL HIGHLAND 
LEAGUE: Brora Rangers v Wick Acade- 
my: Gachnacuddin v Fort William; De- 
veranvaie v Buckie Thistle; Forres 
Mechanics v Naim County: Fraserburgh v 
Petemead: Hunrly v Cove Rangers: 
Lossiemouth v Elgin Gty: Rothes v Keith. 
SMIRNOFF IRISH LEAGUE Premier Di- 
vision: Coleraine v Ballymena: Crusaders 
v OrFtomriUe: Glenavon v Porta down; Un- 


Sutton v Keynsham (1 1.0); Brisling tor v 
Backwell: Bristol MF v Mangarsfirid 
(11.0); Melksham v Chippenham; Odd 
Down vRaulton (11.0): Tiverton v Elmers: 
WCstbury v Caine: Yeovil TR v Bridport. 
NORTH WESTERN TRAINS LEAGUE 
first DMsSoo: Atherton Colls v Atherton 
LR Cheadle v Vauahall GM: Kldsgrpve v 
Newcastle t Maine Road v Salford; Moss- 
ley v Glossop: Nancwtch v Leek C5QB; 
Prescot v Bootle; Ramsbotcom * 
RossendaJe: SkeSmersdale v 5t Helens; 
Workington v Hooter (1.0). 

NORTHOW COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Arnold v Pontefract: 
Denaby v Armthorpe: Glasshoughron v 
Buxton; Hal lam v Brigg (1 1 .0): Lhiersedge 
v Eccleshill; Mufctsy v Ossett Albion: 
North Fwrritoy v Sheffield: Ossett Town v 
SfjRj£j|tf .0); Stavrtey v Pickering (12.0): 


field v Glen tor an; Omagh v Newiy. first 
Division: Bangor V Ards; Distillery v Car- 
nth: Lame v Bafiyctere; Umavady v Dun- 
gannon Swifts. 

HARP NATIONAL LEAGUE OF IRE- 
LAND Premier DMstoa: firm Harps v 
Sttgo Rovers (7.30): SheSbewme v Derry 
Giy (3.15). 

LEAGUE OP WALES: Aberystwyth v 
Haverfordwest (2.30): Bangor Gty v 
Caernarfon Town (2.30); Barry Town v In- 
ter Cabte-Tel Cardiff (1 1 .30): Carmarthen 
Town v Afan Lido (2.30): Conwy v Rhyl 
(2.30): Holywell v Cormah's Quay (2.30): 
Newtown v Caersvrs (2. 30); TNS 
Uansantffrard v Rhayader town (2.30). 
WmSTONLEAD KENT LEAGUE Pre- 
mier Division: Beckenham Town 
vCrodwnhill (11.30). 

UHLSPORT UNITED COUNTIES 
LEAGUE Premier DMskm: Bosom v Ho»* 
be«h (1.30); Bourne v Blacks tone (1.30); 


Bamber Bridge v Lancaster Biyth Spar- 
tans u Gateshead (11.30): Choriey v 
WinWord Utd; Qjlwyn Bay v Leigh RMI: 
FrWdey v Whittw Tbwre Gansborough Trin. 
'tyv Wfcrteop; (Suae ley ¥ Em ley: Hyde Utd 
v Stalybridge; Marine v Accrington Stan- 
ley: Runcorn v Altrincham; Spenrtymoor 
v Bishop Auckland Rest DMstasAlfieton 
v Matlock; Ashton v Srochs bridge. Brad- 
ford Park Avenue v Lincoln Utd (TO); Con- 
gJeton v Burscough: Hlxton v Trafford: 
Great Harwood v Farfler. Grama v WMc- 


RUGBY LEAGUE 
FRIENDLY MATCHES: Featherstone v 
Castleford in. 30): Leeds v Halifax 
(11.30). 


SKI HOTLINE 


Detailed Independent snow and 
weather reports from l BO resorts 


Resort Area 
open 

ANDORRA 


Comment Slopes (emj Use femp Forecast 

Lwr Upr snow 


INTERLINK EXPRESS MIDLAND AL- 

LUUKEi Bar-well v Sandwell (12.0); 
Halesowen H v Perehore: Kings Norton v 
Bofdmerc: Knypersley v Bridgnorth; Pri- 
son » Stourpart: Rushan v Oldbury: SNf- 
Rri v Gvaseuwm; Supenhdl v VAIIenhoH; 
Stratford v Rocesner; West Midlands Po- 
lice v Wednes Re Id. 

JEW50N WESSEX LEAGUE first Dt- 


Mrim BAT v AFC Totton (1 1 Bemmon 
Heath u Whitchurch (12.0): Christchurch 


mg v Yaxley (1 .0): S fir L Corby v Desbor- 
ouot (1 1 .30): WeBnAoftugh v Ccftenhoe 
(110): Woo non v Kempston (1 1 .0). 


eotsvEyrwst>ury()2.0):SpaW- 
’(10); S fit L Corby vDesbor- 


Heath u Whitchurch (12.0); Christchurch 
v Bournemouth (12.0J; Cowes v East 
Cowes (11.30): Eastleigh vHambte (1 1.0): 
Fa«ham V Gosport (11.30); lanurwton 
A New Mil ton v Brockenhurst (i.O): 
Maneyfields v Portsmouth RN (11.30): 
Thatcnam V AFC Newbury, Wim borne v 
Down ton (1.0). 

ARHOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE FMDMsIoo: BedBngtnn v Gon- 
S«G Bdlingham Tn v Billingham Syntho- 


RUGBY UNION 

ALLIED DUNBAR 
PREMIERSHIP ONE 

Leicester v Bedford (3.0) 

Richmond v London Irish (3.0) 

JEWSON NATIONAL LEAGUE ONE 

B'ham/Soahull v Nottingham (2. 1 5) 

Harrogate v Wharfedale (2.15) 

Newbury w lydney (3.0J 

Ociey v Moriey (2.1 5) 

League Dm North: Aspama v Kendal 
(2730). 

ANGLO-W&SH FRIENDLIES 

Northampton v Cardiff (3.0) 

Swansea v Bath (2.30) 

WELSH NATIONAL LEAGUE 
PREMIER DIVISION 

2.30pm unless stared 

Caerphilly v Newpon 

EbbwWHe vAberawm 

Neath v Uanrill — ... — — .. 

Pontypridd vBritfgend 

first DbWoa: Blackwood v UW1C (CardUf 
Inst): Dunvanc V Tondu; Llandovery v Cross 
Keys Pontypooi V Bonymaere Rumney v 
South Wales Police: Tredegar v Merthyr: 
Treorehy v Maes teg. 

SANK OF SCOTLAND BORDER 
LEAGUE: Gala v Melrose (2.0): Hawick v 
Peebles (2.0); Jed-Forest w Kelso (2.0). 


first, obtain the access code for 
the resort of your choice. 
Phone or Fax 0870 51 00 843 
(the fax lists axles for 1 80 re- 
sorts) 


To listen to the latest snow and 
weather report: 

Phone 0901 47 70 051 + code 


For a fax copy of the latest snow 

and weather report: 

Fax 0906 55 00 086 + aide 


Sotdeau 60% 

AUSTRIA 

Hachsolden ..70% 

Kitzbiihel 70% 

CANADA 

Whistler 95% 

FRANCE 

Chamonix BO% 

Flame 60% 

ITALY 


Packed 'so — u -2C Light snow 


Good higher up l0 ^2 -9C Variable 

Good higher up 1 5 65 2i.i 2 -5C Variable 


Fresh snow 21^ 2~1.12 -T8C 


More area open ^ UO 2 T 12 -3C C3cc Snow 
Upper runs best 40 14 0 21.12 -1C P^doudy 


SKI HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


Canazel 40% 

Madeslmo 40% 

NORWAY 


^ MOW ^“^0 20.12 -5C 5^ 
VblledlUaeBood 10 120 Z0 . 12 Changeable 



A detailed four-page summ 

conditions in 180 resorts 

Fax 0906 55 00 601 


Helpline: 0870 51 33 345 


Wsss 20% 

SWITZERLAND 

Murren 100% 

UNITED STATES 
Snowmass 50% 


IMS ICO.^ 
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BASKETBALL 


UNL8ALL TROPHY Group A: Man- 
chester Gbnts v Thames VMeylTaers (7.0). 






ilia (1 1 .01; Chester Le Street v Easlngton 
( 12.0): Gwsboraugh V Marske ( 1 1 ,01: Neuv. 


UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE 
fint DhblsBi BroadbridgevE Preston: 
CWche«er v Rortfietd. Eastbourne Tn v 
Langney: Hailsnam V Eastbourne Utd 


castle B5 vMoi-pcth; Penrith v Raw Law. 
Seaham v Dunston (11.0); Shi Idon v 
west Auckland: South Shields v Jarrow 
Roofing (lid): Stockton v Cnxjk. 


ICE HOCKEY 

SOKMEA SUPERLEAGUE: Nocn 


SEKONDA SUPERLEAGUE: Nocong- 
ham Pantners v Cardirf Devils (3.0): 
Sheffield S testers v Manchester Storm 


g " 0): Newcastle Rfverklngs vAyr Scottish 
gjes (6.3D). 


0800 365 121 
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THE OWNER of the Newcastle 
j Falcons, Sir John Hall, last 
night dismissed speculation 
that he was planning to sell his 
76 per cent stake in the club. As 
the reigning champions pre- 
pared for their Christmas cam- 
paign, their straight talking 
proprietor was explaining why 
the club was not up for sale. 

“This coming year is going 
to be a watershed in the pro- 
fessional game.” explained Sir 
John, “because it is when we 
expect the European Commis- 
sion judgment which will give 
us the right to organise 
ourselves within the Rugby 


By David Llewellyn 

Football Union as professional 
clubs. 

“These rights will allow us to 
own television broadcasting 
and commercial deals. And the 
International Rugby Board 
would have to recognise that 
they are not above European 
law There is nothing in ihig talk 
of selling the dub. I have fought 
this battle for the last three 
years, it would be a nonsense 
to pull out now.” 

Newcastle are, however, in 


danger of dropping out of title 
contention. They are six points 
adrift of the leaders, Leicester, 
which is likely to be eight by the 
time they trot out for Sunday's 
home match against Allied 
Dunbar Premiership strug- 
gles West Hartlepool, since 
the Tigers tackle bottom-but- 
one Bedford on Boxing Day. 

“We are saying that this 
League is open,” said their 
coach, Steve Bates. “We are not 
out of the bunt and in some 
ways we are more threatening 
than last year.” 

They wfll have to threaten 
without Gary Armstrong, the 


Scotland international scrum- 
half, for the next few weeks after 
he chipped a bone in a thumb. 

Without him and understudy 
Allen Chilten (two cracked fin- 
gers), it looked as if Bates 
might have to dust off his boots 
and turn out, but at yesterday's 
training session Wall Charlton, 
an England Schools 18 Group 
player last season, lined up 
with the first-choice players 
and looks a good bet to start his 
first Premiership match. He 
was on the bench for the Anglo- 
Welsh game against Cardiff 
last month. 

Leicester, still without the 


injured Joel Stransky and Will 
Greenwood, field an unchanged 
team for only the second time 
this season. They will be very 
waiy of Bedford, who, under the 
joint guidance of the recently 
departed Geoff Cooke and Paul 
Ulmer, gave the Tigers a real 
scare early in the season on 
their own patch. 

“They were not easy as we 
found down there.” admitted 
Dean Richards. Leicester's 
team manager “In fact they 
probably deserved to win that 
one. 

“They countered well and 
played some expansive rugby. 


we only won with a by late in 
injury time." 

The Tigers should be a dif- 
ferent proposition in front of a 
full house at Welford Road. But 
Richards is cautious and prob- 
ably with good cause. “We are 
happy to be top," he said, “but 
our form before the month of 
internationals was Ear better 
than it is now. We have had a lot 
of injuries as well over the last 
few weeks, but we have come 
through it winning our last two 
without Joel and WilL” 

Much of that can be put 
down to the form of Tim Stimp- 
son with the boot. The full-back 
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Petra Korda in action at Wimbledon, where it has emerged he tested positive for nandrolone. a substance which can speed recovery from injury 


David Ashdown 
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Korda’s innocence disputed 


EXPERT OPINION was divided 
yesterday as to whether Petr 
Korda, who tested positive for 
-JMeroids during this year’s 
Wimbledon, could have taken 
the drug innocently. 

The 30-year-old Czech, who 
is the reigning Australian Open 
champion, was stripped of the 
rankings points and prize 
money he earned by reaching 
the Wimbledon quarter-finals, 
but avoided suspension be- 
cause he denied taking the 
drug, nandrolone. knowingly. 

“1 wish to state categorical- 
““jsfcat I am not a drugs cheat 
and would never seek to obtain 
a competitive advantage over 
my feDow professionals by such 
means," he said. “I am de- 
lighted that the committee has 
vindicated me." 


By kieran Daley 

Dr Joe Do ust, a physiologist 
at the Department of Sports 
Science in Brighton, said; “It's 
certainly possible he could have 
taken the drug without know- 
ing. There are two ways of ad- 
ministering it, by injection or 
tablet. It's perfectly reason- 
able he would not know what 
he's taking. It’s surprising how 
many sportsmen these days 
just do what they’re told." 

He added: "I think what hap- 
pened in the Tour de France 
this summer shows that what- 
ever the spiel by sports medical 
teams, they are the people be- 
hind doping when it happens, 
not the athletes." 


Doust added that Korda was 
probably given the steroid not 
over a long period to build 
muscle bulk, but to hasten re- 
covery from injury and allow 
him to train harder. 

In Australia, where Korda is 
due to defend his Australian 
Open title next month, experts 
were less ready to accept 
Korda's story. 

Vicki Kaperaick, a spokes- 
person for the Australian 
Sports Drug Agency, said nan- 
drolone was an artificial version 
of the hormone testosterone 
which can only be injected “It 
has a perfbrniaxice-enhancing 
effect and helps in muscle- 
building and recovery from in- 
jury while training,” she said 

A sports medicine practi- 
tioner Dr Peter Larkins, said he 


found it hard to believe that 
Korda had not known what 
substance he had taken. 

“How often have we heard 
the story: ‘I didn’t know where 
it came from’?" Larkins said 
“Elite athletes have a lot of peo- 
ple wanting to help them and 
there is a lot of shaky advice 
around Maybe he could have 
been that naive. It just doesn’t 
gel with me, that he didn’t know 
what it was, especially at that 
leveL That wouldn't get you a de- 
fence in the eyes of the Inter- 
national Olympic Committee." 

The Australian Open tourna- 
ment director; Paul McNamee, 
said Korda bad been given the 
absolute minimum penalty. 

“He might have been given 
a cocktail of some sort in an in- 
jection and not beei told exactly 


what was in it,” McNamee said 
“But it is generally not an ex- 
cuse if you didn't know, it's part 
of the fabric of any sport and 
players have got to be vigilant,” 
The Korda affair comes as 
the International Tennis Fed- 
eration prepares to cast its 
vote for a unified anti-doping 
programme for sport 

The ITF will be represented 
at an anti-doping conference 
organised by the IOC on 2 Feb- 
ruary next year; while Brian 
Tobin, the ITF president at- 
tended an IOC working session 
on the subject in Lausanne on 
27 November. “The main dif- 
ference in the proposed policy,” 
Ibbin said "is that (he mirrirmim 
penalty for hard substances - 
higher-class substances - would 
be a minimum of two years' sus- 


pension. Minor substances, so- 
cial drugs and so on. would stiD 
be three months. 

“A clause was added on the 
day that said any sport not ad- 
hering to this unified policy 
would not be able to participate 
in the Olympics. I had to discuss 
that with our partners [the 
men's and women’s profes- 
sorial tours]. Having spoken to 
them, I don't see any problem 
at all, and Fm sure well be sup- 
porting the unified programme. | 

“Ttennis has the most com- 
plete anti-doping policy of any 
sport, because it covers all of 
the professional areas, the 
Women’s Tennis Association, 
the Association of Tennis Pro- 
fessionals’ Tour, the ITF and 
even our junior areas. We're 
dead against cheats in tennis." 


Banks attacked over new post I Sailor’s Boxing Day pay-day 




AS TESSA SANDERSON joined 
the English Sports Council yes- 
terday, the Sports Minister, 
;^*ny Banks, was accused of sex- 
tSl discrimination for his ap- 
parent determination to appoint 
a woman to lead the Council. 

The 1984 Olympic javelin 
champion, who campaigns for 
the Labour Party, was appoint- 
ed yesterday by Chris Smith, the 
Secretary of State at the De- 
partment of Culture, Media and 
Sport, along with Brigid Sim- 
monds, chief executive of Busi- 
ness In Sport and Leisure. 

The appointments were 
overshadowed, though, by the 
allegations against Banks and 
Smith. The pair have rejected 
the recommendations of a se- 
lection panel saying that the 
4%0,000-a-year, part-time chair- 
manship, should be a choice be- 
tween the acting chairman, 
TVevor Brooking, and the for- 
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ATHLETICS 

The winner of this year's London and 
Amsterdam marathons. Catherina 
McKieman. win not be defending her 
Bupa Great North Cross-Country title 
on 2 January because of injury. 

BASKETBALL 

The Sudweiser League's bottom 
club. Edinburgh Rocks, haue signed 
the former Manchester Giants and 
Newcastle Eagles forward Michael 
New. The Rocks have released Brad 
Wedd to make room for the 30-year- 
old American. 

BOXING 

WORLD BOXING ASSOCIATION 
SUPBMUWEKHT TITLE (Nagoya. 
Japan) (12-rd): J Rojas (Ven) bt S Into 
(Japan) pts. 

FOOTBALL 

fMAStar Belgrade's Yugoslav in- 
^donal midfielder Perica Ogn- 

jenoiric is set to move to Real 
Madrid, according to Spanish me- 
dia reports yesterday. Real want to 
sign the 2 1 -year-old before the Span- 
ish winter transfer deadline expires 


by Alan Hubbard 

raer world karate champion, 
Geoff Thompson. 

These were the two men on 
a five-person shortlist with 
three women -Sanderson, Sim- 
monds and the former netball 
international. Sue Campbell 
of the Youth Sports Trust An 
announcement about the va- 
cant post was due two weeks 
ago, but instead it is to be re- 
advertised. Brooking has been 
asked to continue as interim 

rh Airman. 

Thompson claimed yester- 
day he was a victim of “girl 
power gone mad”. Thompson, 
40, who is black, said: “In an age 
of political correctness it seems 
I may be the right colour but the 
wrong sex. In the past I’ve 
been excluded by soda! and 


on 1 5 January but with Red Scar in- 
sisting on a transfer fee of around 
£3. 2m. the European champions 
may decide to wait until die end of 
the season, when Ognienovic be- 
comes a free agent and can move 
for nothing. 

Mario ZagaUo. the Brazilian national 
team coach at this year's World Cup. 
has signed a six-month contract as 
the coach of Portuguesa, a dub side 
based In SJo Raulo. 

FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP SUS- 
PENSIONS fRnam 23 Dec): R Di Mao 
Ho [Chelsea! one march; fi Monk 


[Man United) 
CheOeaJ one 


one march; S Osborn* (Chelsea) one 
match. L BoUnaa (Derby) one match; B 
Cvbone (Sheff VUcd) one match: M Hare- 
wood (Nottingham F) one match; M 
Hughes (Southampton) nvo matches. 

[Prom 27 Dec): P taw (Liverpooll one 
match; A Thompson [Aston villa) one 
match. (From 28 Dec): G Hamilton 
(Blackburn) one match. (From 30 Dee): 
C Rteeotfc (Derby) three matches; D 
cDdTTBlaclrtwm) one match; D Peew 
cu [Chelsea I one march; D Hfetbwall 
(Leeds) one match; G Neville (Man Unit- 
ed) one match. 

rniMMUK LEAGUE SUSPENSIONS 
(Row 2S Dec): M Lawneaoe (Wycombe) 


ethnic identity but nowit is be- 
cause of genden" 

The feet that Banks and 
Smith have declined to accept 
the recommendation of the 
panel chaired by the former 
Test cricketer; Raman Subba 
Row. has angered several lead- 
ing figures in sport It is be- 
lieved that Banks wanted to 
appoint Sanderson, 42, despite 
her lack of experience in sport 
administration, seeing hear as an 
ideal figurehead in his cam- 
paign to secure recognition for 
minority groups in sport 
Richard Spring, the Opposi- 
tion sport spokesman, con- 
demned the decision to shelve 
the appointment “This is ab- 
solutely shambolic and typical 
of the way the department is 
handling sport English sport 
deserves the best person to run 
it and the appointment should 
be made solely on merit" 


one match; L Peacock (Mansfield) one 
match; B Gayfe (Shmwsbury) one match. 
(Rom 26 Dec) : R Mane (Plymouth) two 
matches; J Chambes (West Brocn) one 
match; P Canton (Rochdale) one match: 

5 Idtth (Swindon) three matches; LMHs 
(Bradford) one match; M Johansen 
( Bolton] one match; C Pertdns (Chester- 
field) one match; G IN LeBa (Hartlepool) 
one match: □ Atomutor (Luton) one 
march; J LytBata (Scarborough) one 
match: D BamanlJBamsJey) one match: 
D Canon (Oiester uty) one march: D Enti- 
le (Norwich) one match; G Lanin (Millwalt) 
one match; R N e w m an (NUIIwaD) one 
match; G P u g idfc f (Colchester] one match; 
M Tfaikler (wk) one match. (From 28 
Dec); B Hnacer (Reading) three match- 
es: C Green (Port Vale! two marches. 
(From 29 Dec): P WaKham flhanmere) 
one made N Ca m ptwB (Scaitoorough) one 
match: D ifaete (Manchester C) four 
marcher. M GabUadlnl (Darlington) 
three matches; J Bates (Brentford) two 
matches; M Monlngton (Rochdale) four 
matches. (From 30 Dee): I MeGueUn 
(Fulham) one match: H Aljofroe (Bolton) 
one match: A Shelton (Chester) one match; 
P Simpson (Bamet) one match. 

TUESDAY'S LATE RESULTS 
AUTO WM05CREEKS SWELD North- 
ern section. Sot noon* Notts County 
0 Hull Qty 1. RYWVUM LEAGUE Premier 
DMstan: CarstoKon 2 Enfield i. League 
Cap second round: Hendon 2 Gravesend 

6 North fleet 1. Third round: Hampton 2 


THERE WILL be more of a 
Bavour of Christmas past than 
Christinas future as four York- 
shire clubs cling to the last 
sprigs of tradition by playing on 
Boxing Day. 

The biggest holiday derby of 
them all has bitten the dust this 
year, having been reduced to 
farce when St Helens fielded a 
reserve side against Wigan last 
Christmas. At most other clubs 
as well coaches and players 
have got their way and left the 
deep mid-winter well alone. 

Leeds, who host Halifax on 
Boxing Day morning, have spe- 
cial reasons for bucking the 
trend. They need to get some 
value for money out of Wendell 
Sailor, who, thanks to the 
machinations of the rugby 
union authorities, is being paid 
for two rugby league friendlies 
but not for his regular appear- 
ances for Leeds Tykes. 


Leachertiead 5. Paw Cap Second round: 
Basingstoke Town 3 Bognor Regis Town 0: 
Harrow Borough 1 Romford 3: Walton & 
Hersham 2 Slough Town 0. Post p oned: 
Worthing u Aldershot Town. Mmdanvt Th>- 
pity second rmbxL- Postpon ed : Abm g- 
don Emm u Egham Town. DR MARTENS 
LEAGUE CUP First round second teg: 
Gresley Rovers 0 Tamworth 4 (Jamworth 
win 3-1 on aggregate) Second round: 
Folkestone Imrtcta 2 Hastings 1mm 1: 
Grantham Tbwn 0 Roth well Town O. Hale- 
sowen Town 0 Eklston Town 2. UN1- 
BOND LEAGUE President's Cop Second 
round: Gutseiey t Droylsden 2. Second 


ond round second leg: Tharcham 2 Wim- 
bome Tbwn 2: Money fields 3 Bemerton 
Heath 1. SCHENFIX DKECT LEAGUE 
Premier DMsKmk ShsUngton l Ibunron 
Town 3. Postponed: BishOO Sutton vBrid- 
port. JEHSON EASTERN LEAGUE Pre- 
mier DMHotr Newmarket town 2 Ely Oty 
2: Solum town Rangers 2 Sudbury Tbwn 
2.Po«pqnedbin«esa)fttownvGfeat\ar- 
mouth town. CALOR COUNTY ANTRIM 
5H*Q_D Quarter-finaH; Oenmran 1 Bal- 
lymena 0; Larne 1 LlnfieW 5. PONIU45 
LEAGUE CUP Group Fhe: Oldham 1 
Stockport 3. AVON INSURANCE COBH- 
BnutnON Fta* DMslon: Bournemouth 
4 Southampton I; Fulham l Wimbledon 0; 
Peterborough 4 Ipswich 2: Portsmouth 0 
Gillingham 1; Watford 2 West Ham 2. 
THE TIMES RA YOUTH CUP Third 


BY DAVE HAD FIELD 

The Brisbane Broncos and 
Australia winger admits - at 
least when talking to league 
people - that he has not been 
particularly stimulated by his 
experience of rugby union. He 
can be expected to return to his 
code of choice with a sharpened 
appetite on Saturday. 

Of greater long-term signifi- 

cance are toe debuts of two play- 
ers who, unlike Sailor, will figure 

in Leeds’ Super League cam- 
paign. The former Great Britain 
hooker Lee Jackson, will make 
his first appearance since ar- 
riving from Newcastle Knights. 

The hugely promising Karl 
Pratt signed from Feather- 
stone this winter will also make 
his bow. Although he played on 
the wing for Rovers lak season. 


round: Asian Villa 5 Hull City I. Third 
rouMfmlMs: Newcastle 3 Buryi; Wim- 
bledon 2 Oxford 0. EXHEHTION MUTCH- 
ES: Catatonia XI 5 Nigeria 0; Basque XI 
5 Uruguay I : Andalucia XI 2 Foreign Se- 
lect XIO: Canary Islands XI I Lama 0. 

ICE HOCKEY 

SEMONDA SUTORUAGUE (Tuesday): 

Newusrie RiverMngs I Cardiff Devils 6 
NHL: Phoenix GDeoait 2. New York Islanders 
3 St Louis 3 IOT]- Los Angeles 3 Pittsburgh 
0. Vancouver 4 Caigary 3. Anaheim 1 Colorado 


MOTOR RACING 

The Stewart Grand Prlx team yes- 
terday announced that their tech- 
nical director. Alan Jenkins, has left 
the company by mutual agreement. 
Gary Anderson takes over the po- 
sition with immediate effect. 

POOLS DIVIDENOS 
ZETTBRS: Treble dtoncs 21po E393.45; 
20 £6.45; 19 » 85. Four nays £20.90; 
Eight toB M £3.30; Four dr ams £52 70. 
Easy Shi £3320. All d rawl treble dunce 
22 ms £19850. 21 £3,25. Lucky manbote 
7. 26. 15. 19. 1. 3. 

BRITTENS: Treble chance: 2 Tpts 
£353.10; 20 £3.00; 19 £0.7S. Four 
drams £27.00; Five sways £6.20: Eight 
homes £7.60. 


his aspirations are as a high- 
class stand-off. He is likely to 
play in both roles on Saturday, 
although it is intriguing to see 
him listed to start at stand-off 

Another player with a daz- 
zling future in prospect, Kevin 
Sinfield, is at loose forward, with 
four other members of Leeds’ 
all -conquering Academy team 
among the substitutes. 

Halifax have newcomers of 
their own, notably the utility 
back, Graham Holroyd, signed 
from Leeds. The match, and the 
one between Castleford and 
Feathers tone kicking off at the 
same time, will be the first 
played under the new rules 
agreed by the game's interna- 
tional federation. That will mean 
reverting to the non-scoring 
side kicking off and rewarding 
long-range touch-finding kicks 
by giving the kicking side the 
feed at the subsequent scrum. 


LfTTLEWOODS: Treble chance: 21 pcs 
£1.977.45; 20 £36.35; 19 £420; 18 £1.20 
HalMme results: 31 pcs £1.604-30 
VERNONS: Ttoble chance: 21 pcs 

£2.919.50: 20 £25.75; 19 £8.35 

TENNIS 

BRITISH W1R CHRISTMAS SINGLES 
(Queens Club, London) Final: C Taylor 
(Oxen) be LJelfs (Onsn) 6-3 6-2. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

66m 

The number of dollars 
(£40m) the bank, 

C omerica. wiU. pay 
over 30 years to put its 
name on the Detroit 
Tigers' new baseball 
stadium. 


landed match -clinching goals 
against Newcastle a couple of 
weeks ago and followed that up 
with six penalties to sort out the 
dose-fought Kingsholm con- 
test last weekend 

At least Bedford will have the 
services of Jason Fbrster, their 
dynamic Wales A danker. The 
player said yesterday that his 
proposed transfer to Ponty- 
pridd was definitely off Forster, 
who is contracted to Bedford 
until May, has a verbal agree- 
ment with Rudi Straeull the 
dub’s director of rugby, whicb 
would allow him to go if a club 
came in for him. 


“My wife and son are living 
in Newport," explained Fbrster. 
“Having played for Wales A 
against Argentina I am keen to 
press ray claim fora place in the 
full squad" 

In Reading on Boxing Day 
Richmond take on a revitalised 
and dangerous London Irish, 
who ran them close in October 
Richmond are still without their 
captain and No 8 Ben Clarke 
i fractured cheekbone) and the 
Whies lock, Craig Quinn ell, is a 
doubt The Exiles Geld the side 
which ended an impressive six- 
match unbeaten run by Harle- 
quins last week. 


Match-fixin 
probe move 
to Australia 


THE PAKISTANI investigation 
into match-feting will sit in Aus- 
tralia in January to take evi- 
dence from Shane Wame and 
Mark Waugh. 

The Australian and Pak- 
istani cricket boards an- 
nounced yesterday that the 
two Australian Test players, 
as well as Alan Crompton, the 
former Australian Cricket 
Board chai rman, would go be- 
fore the inquiry on 8 January. 

The two players, who have 
accused Salim Malik, the for- 
mer Pakistan captain, of offer- 
ing them a bribe, were ordered 
to appear after admitting two 
weeks ago that thqy accepted 
money from an illegal Indian 
bookmaker for information on 
pitch and weather conditions 
during a tour of the sub- 
continent in 1994. 

The Pakistan judge in charge 
of the investigation agreed to 
travel to Australia after the two 
Australians declined to go to 
Pakistan and attempts to set up 
a live video link failed. 

Salim Malik bas also been 
given the option to travel to Aus- 
tralia at his own expense if he 
wanted to cross-examine the 


The ACB also announced 
that its own investigation into 
cricket and betting would begin 
on 12 January and was ex- 
pected to last for at least three 
weeks. 

The ACB ordered the 
inquiry after the admissions of 
Wame and Waugh and revela- 
tions by other players that they 
had also been approached bv 
bookmakers both on the sub- 
continent and in Australia. 

The ACB has been criticised 
forits handling of the affair after 
it was revealed that it kept 
secret details of the fines im- 
posed on Wame and Waugh 
until journalists broke the story 
just before the third Ashes Test 
two weeks ago. Despite that the 
inquiry, headed by Rob 
O'Regan QC. the former chair- 
man of the Queensland state’s 
Criminal Justice Commission, 
wfll be conducted in private with 
the findings due to be made 
public in February 

O'Regan said he wanted to 
speak with everyone who had 
represented Australia since 
1992 as well as a number of ACB 
officials. 


Somerset set to 
their overseas u 


SOMERSET HAVE announced a 
shortlist of three Australians 
from which they will select 
their overseas player for next 
season. The county will choose 
from Tasmania opener Jamie 
Cox. New South Wales all- 
rounder Shane Lee and young 
Western Australia batsman 
Mike Hussey. 

The Somerset chief execu- 
tive, Peter Anderson, and the 
county’s new cricket chairman, 
Vic Marts, will interview all 
three players during the fifth 
Ashes Test, which starts in 
Sydney on 2 January. “We will 
insist that our overseas player 
is available for the season," said 
Anderson, determined that 
World Cup calls will not rob bis 
team early next summer. 


Somerset will offer their 
overseas recruit the chance to 
be captain after Peter Bowler 
relinquished the post earlier 
this month. 

Michael Gough, of Durham, 
will captain the England Under- 
I9s for the tour of New Zealand 
this winter. The 15-man squad 
will play three Ttst matches 
and three one-day internation- 
als. The first Test is in New Ply- 
mouth i2-5 February) , the 
second in Wellington 18-1 1 Feb- 
ruary) and the third in Dunedin 
»18-21 Februarv). 

ENGLAND UNDEft-1 9: M Gough 

(Durham, capcl. 1 Bell fWarksi. I Flana- 
gan (Essen). Nl Caiberry (Sunev). R Daw- 
son (Ysrksl. G Ha 9 wood iSussns). J 
Maunders (Midd*|. M Symington 
(Durham). J Fearkk (Lancs'. M Wallace 
iwkr, Glam). G Bridge (Durham). HI Bui- 
beck iSoms] R Logan (Noithanrsi. i 
Dicker (Soms.l. M Mr hi ley (No its I 


IN BOXING DAY’S 
INDEPENDENT 



FOOTBALL 

Alan CurbishJey talks to Glenn Moore about 
Chariton Athletic's fight for Premiership 
survival 

Steve Tbngue on great Boxing Day matches 
of the past 

Plus a comprehensive guide to the Boxing 
Day programme, including our match-by-match 
guide 



RACING 

Greg Wood assesses the field for one of 
the highlights of the racing year, the King 
George VI Chase at Kempton 

Rill cards for the 10 Boxing Day meetings, 
featuring our exclusive form guide 

TENNIS 

John Roberts on the year of Tim Henman 
and Greg Rusedski 












By Derek Pringle 
in Melbourne 


THE MELBOURNE Cricket 
Ground on Boxing Day can be 
a daunting place for any visit- 
ing team let alone one still 
tasting remnants of numb- 
ing defeat as England must be. 
Christmas may be the season 
of goodwill to all men, but in 
Australia that does not extend 
as for as the England cricket 
team, who go into this fourth 
Tfest as rank outsiders. If 
Christmas cannot come too 
soon for some, it certainly has 
for England who need nothing 
less than a win to stay in the 
series. 

With morale already low 
after conceding a 2-0 deficit in 
the Test series a humiliating 
nine-wicket defeat, coming just 
before a watershed Test match, 
was Jess than ideal Speaking on 
the subject for the first time, the 
ea ptain, Alec Stewart echoed 
the scathing views previously 
given by the team manager; 
Graham Gooch. 

“It was probably our worst 
performance overseas since a 
certain Saturday in Sydney, 
eightyears ago.” he said. “I can 
accept that people can play 
badly, but I cant accept a poor 
approach. 

“Playin g fo r En gland, OT any- 
one for that matter you just 
don't go through the motions. 
We shall be sitting down and 
having a frank and open dis- 
cussion about it before practice. 
After we've done that we H look 
forward to the Test" 

Whatever the soul searching 
achieves, Stewart is probably 
fortunate that six of the side 
likely to play on Saturday, were 
not involved in Hobart Having 
half a team tarnished merely tty 
association rather than deed 
will undoubtedly help speed 
the healing process. 

That said. England will prob- 
ably not name a team until 
after their fielding practice on 
Christmas Day. According to 
Alec Stewart the make-up of the 
side is likely to comprise of six 
batsmen and five bowlers, the 
option of seven batters having 
“not really worked”. 

If it sounds daring, playing six 
batsmen and five front-line 
bowlers was surely why Stewart 
donned the gloves in the first 
place. Whether it be down to 
Australia's all-round mastery 
or the self-inflicted doubt of 
their opponents, England's 
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Alec Stewart, the England captain and wicketkeeper is likely to drop down the batting order to No 5 for the fourth Ttest against Australia, which starts on Boxing Day ABsport 


confusion appears to have come 
foil circle and no raie will be quite 
sure until II men walk out in 
front of the 80,000-strong crowd 
that is expected on the first day 
Even now, the “sensible” 
option of Stewart dispensing 
with the gloves and opening - 
rumoured in Hobart but initially 
rebuffed here -has not entirety 
been rejected. Mind you. if 
there is a one thing the selec- 
tors like even less than losing, 
it is admitting they are wrong 
and all signs are that Stewart 
will keep the gloves, but drop 


down a place in the batting 
order to five. 

With Graeme Hick one of six 
centurions in the last match, 
the top six batsmen pick them- 
selves. The bowling is less cer- 
tain and unless Robert Croft 
has come back into the reck- 
oning the three bowlers rested 
in Tasmania - Darren Gough, 
Alan Muhally and Dean 
Headley - are the only ones cer- 
tain to play. Which leaves two 
to be picked from those that 
conceded 376 for 1 in 55.2 overs 
against an Austrdian XL 


It is not an easy task and the 
loss in Hobart has tended to 
cloud matters rather than elu- 
ddate them. Unless you forgive 
Alex Tudor, Peter Such, 
Dominic Cork and Angus 
Fraser for their lack of pene- 
tration and wasteful ways, the 
final two bowling places might 
just as well be pulled from 
Santa's sack. 

Unless the pitch, in Stewart’s 
words, is ‘‘something out of 
foe ordinary”, Tudor and Such, 
both having performed well in 
their single Test outings so far; 


are favourites to complete the 
quintet 

When things become arbi- 
trary. morale - and how to lift 
it -becomes an overriding pre- 
occupation. Fortunately not 
everyone will have been af- 
fected and if anyone can put 
some Christmas cheer into 
England's gloomy festive sea- 
son it ought to be Gough. 

In many ways Gough, with 
his good nature and bonhomie, 
is a natural Father Christmas, 
which probably means he will 
never quite make it to the 


highest echelons of fast bowl- 
ing. Let's face it, one cannot 
quite see Glenn McGrath get- 
ting along as well with the chil- 
dren as our Darren, who has 
already donned the white beard 
and red suit for the kiddies of 
Hobart 

There is a general consen- 
sus, from both camps, that 
Gough has been unlucky this 
series, having regularly beaten 
the bat and had several catches 
missed. Indeed, before the first 
innings in Adelaide he had had 
more catches dropped (six) 


than wickets taken (five). But 
if the deficit was improved 
there another three chances 
still went begging. 

But is it simply hick, or does 
Gough lack the guile to be truly 
great? Physically, he is less 
than ideal being just under six 
foot The best Test batsmen 
tend to get out by edging full- 
length bells to either the keeper 
or slips, fbr that reason the ball 
needs to cany through to them, 
preferably between chest and 
knee high. 

England’s slips may have 


been guilty of standing too deep WM 
on occasions but edges from^| 
Gough, a skidcty bowler; raregfeaw 

carry comfortably and the 

that have been dropped havea gl g 
tended to be those, that hay®?| . 
only just carried. Gough hasjggl 

low arm and a high charactei||Mp 
Fast bowling generally deljgH 
manHfl that they are the othfejgjfc 
way around. ■ 

Gough, as he ' has do nesalf 
throughout his career; ha &a y^' 
borne his misfortune lightty 
at least he did until he 
the culprit, dropping a feirij^Bf 
easy catch at long leg in 

Normally, his ebullience has jg gyi 
helped England ride theraBS- 
gloomier moments. Yet 
that mistake, he has been jflpi 
noticeably less animated. N 

wonder the Aussies are coctf 

hoop. If they can get to a <±ar&fflt 
actor as naturally upbeat 
Gough, intimidating the othecs^^p 
will have been a doddle 

While England’s catchingf^j 
has contributed heavily 
Gough’s relatively low tally agS* 
wickets (10), the lack of 
from his bat has been rfhisowfl^ ^ 
d oing Four years ago mAusraKjj 
tralia, he slammed a defiah ffijg jj 
half-century at Sydney. 
now seems fike a mirage andhj||||| 
has failed to pass 20 in his .la3§||» 
20 Tests. 

Apart from a lade of confi , :'® 
dence, his problem appears tip||g 
be one of balance, the Yorfe| 
shireman having problems? 
shifting his weight on to either^ 
front foot or back. You can get ran 
away with being in limbo' 
against Durham or Sussex, but -t| 
not against McGrath or Stuart ‘j8 
MacGSn^at least not for long " 
enoug h to make a significant 

contribution. ^ 

If six batsmen are to get" . 
enough runs fertile bowlers to ^ 
be able to apply real pressure 
on Australia, someone in the 
bottom five will have to stay 
with one of them. If Gougb ■ ■ 
wants more wickets, scoring v 
same runs may be as imp o rtan t 
as others taking their catches. 

■ Australia have called the 
Western Australian fast bowleg 
Matt Nicholson, into their - 
squad for the fourth Test fol- 
lowing the withdrawal of Jason 
Gillespie with a knee injury. 
Nicholson has enjoyed a resur- 
gence this season after strug- 
gling last year with an illness 
which left him feeling perma- ; 7 
nentty tired. He claimed 7 for 1$*> 
and scored an unbeaten half- 
century against England fbr his 
state in the drawn tour match 
at the WACA last month. 
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Platt moves for Sharpe 


n 



ACROSS 

I Promissory note accept- 
ed by north London out- 
fit is false (8) 

6 Police involved in sec- 
ond series of exercises 
in wood (6) 

9 Content of programme 
chosen - repeat (4) 

10 Callow youth in bid to 
join infantry (10) 

II Easily managed frailer; 
not very heavy (10) 

12 Arrange for woman to 
leave hospital (4) 

13 Nag, one taking part in 
fox-hunt (5) 


21 Thick slice of cake is left 7 


23 Old means of persuad- 8 
mg seamen to use hitch- 
es, initially (10) 

25 Set out with ill-assorted 15 


crack of dawn? (7,8) 
Attempt at concealment 
after spilling the salt (7) 
Weapon conveyed in 
sack (5) 

House anny supremo in 
church - it’s cola and 
dark (4-3) 


DAVID PLAIT is due to open 
talks today to mate his first sign- 
ing - Leeds United’s out-of- 
fevour winger Lee Sharpe. 

Sharpe has spent a month on 
the sidelines after being trans- 
fer-listed by manager David 
O’Leary who made it dear the 
27-year-old did not figure in his 
future plans. But Platt, who took 
over as Sampdoria’s new coach- 
ing superviser last week, will 
lode to take Sharpe on loan until 
the end of the season with a view 
to a permanent deal. 

Blackburn are rinsing in or 
Ashley Ward. Rovers have been 
given permission by Barnsley to 
speak to the striker and the 
£45m deal-wbicb will land Ward 
a £300,000 payment - should be 
completed by the weekend. 

Blackburn want Ward eligible 
for the FA Cup tie with Charlton 
Athletic in the New Year and he 
would need to sign on Boxing 


FOOTBALL 


by alan Nixon 


Day in order to be registered in 
time. 

Liverpool’s manager Gerard 
HouDia; was given a boost in his 
move for Milan’s German goal- 
keeper Jens Lehmann last night 
when Borussia Dortmund raid 
he was too expensive at EiJjin. 

Aston Vaia, resigned to losing 
Mark Bosnich under the 
Bosnian ruling, have been alert- 
ed to the availability of Ger- 
many’s second-choice keeper. 

Thai Football Association of- 
ficials have denied that the FA 
paid part of the salary of Thai- 
land’s coach, Peter Withe, to 
bribe them to vote for England’s 
2006 World Cup bid. 

“I c onfi r m that tbe FA 

have never requested any com- 
mitment for such assistance,” 


Woravi Makudi, secretary gen- 
eral of tbe FA of Thailan d, said. 
Reports had suggested that the 
FA’s generosity was an attempt 
to influence Waravi, Thailand’s 
Fife representative. 

Another Fife official is think- 
ing of asking North Korea to 
stage two matches in tbe 2002 
World Cup. Chung Mong Jun, 
head erf the South Korean foot- 
ball association and a Fife vice- 
president, said there were plans 
to field ajoint North-South Korea 
team in the tournament, which 
is being co-hosted with Japan. 

Arsenal’s plans to sign the 
Nigerian international Nwan- 
kwo Kami have had to be put on 
hold because tbe Internationale 
Striker who was due to arrive on 
loan for tbe rest of the season 
with a view to a £45m transfer; 
is to undergo cartilage surgery 

England have moved 19 two 
places in the Fife werid rankings 


for December to ninth - five 
places below their end-of- year 
ranking for 1997. Scotland have 
slipped two places to 38th 
Bruce Grobbelaar has part- 
ed company with Lincoln City 
after two appearances for the 
Second Division dub. 

The Zimbabwean interna- 
tional’s Sin ril Bank career last- 
ed 12 days after signing on a 
non-contract basis from Ityznan 
League Chesham United. He 
spent tbe days between his two 
games travelling to Zimbabwe 
for international duty, and the 
chib needs more commitment 
Grobbelaar is wanted by Zim- 
babwe to become assistant 
coach to Clemens WesterhoL 
Newcastle United’s Geor gian 
midfielder Temur Ketsbaia has 
retired from international foot- 
balL Ketsbaia said his decision 
was prompted by differences 
with the coaching staff 



Sharpe: Sampdoria target 


W olves have agreed terms ^ 
with Havard Flo, the WortB ogum 
strike- wbo headed his counfry’s 
goal against Scotland in the " 
World Cup and is available for . J 
£750,000 from tferder Bremen. • \ 
West Bromwich Albion have 
moved closer to sharing the 1 
Hawthorns with Moseley rugby 
union dub next season after a 7' 

productive exploratory talks to- ^ 
tween senior officials. *•' ' 


carload of priests GO) 

26 Press husband to mate 

an end of the matter (4) 17 

27 Woodcutter from 
Switzerland is found ly- 
ing beside railway (6) 

28 Soft fu rnishing (g) 18 


14 Where one would expect 
to £tod his nibs? (3-6) 

16 Leave after entering 
rowtty scene, making no 
trouble (9) 

19 Note objection about 
plant’s store of reserves 


DOWN 

2 You find it in the upper 
part of the wood Cl) 

3 Orange river I’d crossed 

-- — L .flL. 


-it forms part of the _ 

state border (3,6) 

4 Power associated with 
logarithm, frequently (5) 24 

5 Being hard at it from the 


form (6,3) 

Free from restraint, 
pawnbroker with money 
gives away a couple of 
hundred (7) 

Stronghold in which 
armjrs besieged by El 
Cid, maybe C7) 

Essayist takes an age 
penning document 
about queen (7) 

Bishop not so frequently 
having to pronounce 
benediction over (5) 

Fail to justify religious 
opinion, mostly (5) 


Davis and Co fall short of clean break 


, 1 --’ 
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SNOOKER'S OLD guard just 
dung on to power yesterday en- 
suring that an uneasy peace at 
best will break out within the 
sport, even if there is an end to 
the current in-fi ghting 

Former world champions, 
Steve Davis and Dennis Taylor; 
and Jason Ferguson, who 
wished to overthrow the cur- 
rent chairman, Rex Williams, 
were elected on to the board of 
tte governing body at the World 
Professional Billiards Associa- 
tion’s annual meeting yesteday 
but will be in a minority. 

The vote by the 77 eligible 
members in a Birmingham 
hotel also formally elected co- 
opted directors Ray Reardon 


SNOOKER 


BY GUY HODGSON 


and Jim McMahon which en- 
sures Wflliams will have a four- 
three advantage in the board 
room. The dissenters have 
gained influence but not power 
After the five-hour meeting 
both sides called for a settle- 
ment of differences which cen- 
tred on snooker’s inability to 
secure sponsors even though 
the sport commands high tele- 
vision figures. Terry Griffiths, 
who withdrew his candidature 
midway through the afternoon, 
said: “I didn't want to be part of 
a split board. I (fidrft think that 


was the best thing for the 
members or for me.” 

Taylor added; “We don't need 
all this hag glin g and fighting hp- 

cause it's not healthy.. Now that 
Steve, Jason and njyseif are on 
the board we can take the game 
forward. Snooker's a great prod- 
uct It appeals toallages.” 

wnfiams. whose own position 

of chairman was not up for re- 
election but who could have 
been ousted if another rebel 
had been voted in, was also pla- 
catory. “Everybody should be 
pleased with the outcome. 
There vriC be do problems cre- 
ated by me but I don't know 
what problems might be cre- 


I was disappointed Ibrry with- 
drew his name because he 
would have given us a better 
balanced board. Now we have 
got to try and get some unity 
into the game. There is no an- 
imosity between myself; Steve 
and Dennis.” 

Snooter, politically never the 
most benign of environments, 
has been racked with division 
since Jim McKenzie, the chief 
executive, was removed from 

«Bce ayear ago. He is suing the 

WPBSA for breach of contract, 
a (^e that will be heard in the 
High Court on 11 January, but 

he is by no means the only ca- 
sualty of the civil war that has 
erupted since. The tournament 


directon Ann Yates, who had 
worked in the sport since 1976, 
and Bruce Beckett, head of 
media relations, left the gov- 
ermn 8 body during the sum- 
mer after clashing with 
Williams while the sport’s Jn- 
wpenfent on Sunday corre- 

h^ n K de ?i clive Everton ’ 

WPRS m ^f er ^ bi P the 
WPBSA revoked and been de- 

niM normal press facilities at 
tournaments. Farther trouble - 

of President 
7** . Snooter Md BA* 

^rds Association, has threat. 
prevent tournaments, 
part m Thailand if 
wiiuams remains in power. 
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THURSDAY REVIEW 



Gilstrap, the 

homesick explorer 



T he tamarind trees bummed with 
the evidence of baboons, Gilstrap 
had noticed, because the noisy 
creatures loved squatting in the 
branches, cracking a tamarind 
seed, and a smile, with each bite 
of their doggy teeth. You could not 
camp within 50 feet of a tamarind. 
But Gilstrap was not dismayed. “There it is!" he said, 
wit Vheeiy fatalism, and tugged his moustache. He 
TTtu^n a quest 


The Two -Toed Tumbo people were the object of 
this quest yet as an explorer he knew that such a 
journey was a continuous series of startling con- 
frontations of which the baboons diewing in the 
limbs of the tamarind were just (me. This was the 
Zimbaba, the lower riven 
It was not Mudford, the home he had left too long 
ago even to remember the names of Its trees, nor 
any of the people there, except the ones who had 
tormented him as a youngster; and the woman who 


waited for him in vain. Her name was Elveera Howie. 
Mudford was the past and, like all such distant 


memories, it was unreal and a little absurd, a sort 
of toy-town he had abandoned, when he was Fred- 
die Gilstrap from Webster Street 

Gilstrap. the explorer had a taste for hardships 
but. could not abide nuisances, which was why he 
'.~^t)ed Mudford and why he had stayed away. 
Elveera was just an encumbrance, because she 
would not leave the hideous town. 

Christmas was coming. Good! He was where he 
wanted to be, on the other side of the earth. In 
Central Africa, beneath the tamarinds and win- 
terthoms of the Zimbaba banks. Gilstrap knew that 
had he been anywhere else, he would be yearning 
ta be back here on the Zimbaba. 


' Sometimes, trekking alone in the heat along the 
river bank he was able, in his stupor of satisfaction, 
to recover his dislike of Mudford. There was, first 
of all, Elveera Howie, supporting herself by giving 
m usic lessons in the pariour of her house near Crad- 
dock Bridge, adjacent to the Interstate; and the In- 
terstate i tself; looming over the town, illuminating 
Mudford with its glaring lights at night and, with 
that traffic, drowning the music of Ehneera’s strings. 
Mudford was never silent, nor ever dark. 

The pillars of the Interstate attracted graffiti, and 
beneath the arches were strange encampments of 
drifters and drunks. Then there were Gils trap's ha- 
treds: the litter; the filthy black seats of a Mudford 
taxi and the meaningless smile of the driven Some- 


A Short Story for Christmas 

BY PAUL THEROUX 


one at a soda fountain slurping a drink or loudly 
chewing ice. Circus animals, baseball hats on 
backwards, the exultant insincerity of The Mudford 
Messenger. Dirty hands, cold eyes, billboards, bad 
breath, most flags. The person who rested a damp 
drinking-glass on a book coven and bus fumes, and 
the idiot laughter of someone watching TV Mayor 
Mazzola, Dr Enid Hugo the dentist Hump his neigh- 
bour’s lab - just one of Brimble’s slobbering dogs. 
EHveera’s cat Moms, most children, and - in this 
season - everything to do with Christmas, from the 
Christmas carols monotonously repeated in ele- 
vators and the overstuffed Santa ambushing him 
from every Mudford street corner; to the top- 
heavy Christmas trees on their wobbly stands. 

Gilstrap craved new sights, and in Africa he 
was thrilled when he reflected, I have never been 
here before, and better. Nor seen anything like 
this before. 

Even better, Nor has anyone else. 

He was altogether a satisfied man. He was more 
than fifty, but could pedal that many miles on his 
bike in half a day, and not only could do that num- 
ber of push-ups as well but often did. On any quest 
he said, the principal thing was never to look back. 

His bearers saw him down the Zimbaba from 
Chambo in dugouts - the river was down, the heavy 
rains were not due until mid-December - and just 
above Kawaba he paid off his bearers and sent them 
back, and struck out on his own, the low scrub 
smacking his puttees. 

And while Gilstrap marched he heard a child's 
bratty voice call out “Go away!" 

“On the contrary." 

He spoke pompously to make his point yet 
was somewhat self-conscious at finding himself 
replying to a bird in a tree. It was, of course, a 
Go- Away bird. 

“I am staying.” 

Because, Gilstrap reflected, it was a land with- 
out Christmas trees, nor any suggestion of home; 
it was, in a word, not Mudford. He had spoken in- 
dignantly and it seemed significant that there had 
been no answer so the bird had quite seen his point 

One afternoon, be pitched his tent and, squatting 


to tidy the tent pegs, could not rise from his heels. 
He toppled forward, used the last of his strength 
to zip the flapping door, and there be lay, under can- 
vas, twitching like a monkey. He was very cold He 
shivered He grew warm. His brain ached, his skin 
was scorched, be panted he slept he saw doggy 
demons with chewed far and red eyes; he saw cranky 
birds on black trees with beaks like scissors; then 
he saw nothing, for he felt that his eyes were being 
boiled in their sockets. 

When the fever finally passed, Gilstrap crept from 
his tent weak and thirsty and knelt at the river bank. 
He saw a troop of baboons all tangled in the 
tamarinds. The baboons joined him, scoop-splash- 
ing the water to their mouths as Gilstrap did - the 
7.i m ha ha was clean enough to drink. 

Ranged on the bank, the baboons regarded him 
with dripping faces, but what struck Gilstrap most 
of aQ was the way the baboons separated into lit- 
tle families, mother and child and frowning father, 
just the way Mudford families picnicked at Hickey 
Park or rested by the banks of the Mystic Rivei; near 
Craddock Bridge, at Christmas. Now he remem- 
bered that fragment of Mudford and sighed. 

Resuming his hike, he saw a crocodile on a sand 
bank with its mouth wide open, and a white-feath- 
ered egret approached it, and Gilstrap was put in 
mind of Dr Enid Hugo, the dentist and her long legs 
and white smock. The egret did a most dentist-like 
thing, tilted her head and drilled expertly between 
the crocodile's teeth, foraging as she cleaned 
them. He remembered the garrulity of Dr Hugo, 
though perhaps her questions were no worse than 
the insistent egret 

A roly-poly hippo, not far away, raised itself be- 
fore Gilstrap and seemed to smile, and Gilstrap was 
put in mind of a well-padded Santa, shaking with 
laughter on a Mudford street corner. But the 
Santa was the more harmless of these buffoons. 

Even trotting busily along the banks, the hippos 
looked like shoppers and they munched in the 
herbage like mothers at lunch. 

“Go away!” he heard, and it was repeated. 

He knew it was another Go-Away Bird, yet now 
the command made him pensive. 


Gilstrap pushed on, picking the odd guava and 
watching the slow-footed progress of his dusty boots, 
to the doubtful encouragement of the Monotonous 
Lark and the screech of the Racquet-tail Roller in 
their tumbling acrobatics. 

Towards nightfall, camped by a kopje, he felt a 
pair of eyes upon him - a warthog receding - indeed 
backing directly into his hole. Yet Gilstrap did not 
see the tusks and the hairy nostrils, the bristly face 
nor the oversized head, but the sweeter and sillier 
face of Hump, the lab, settling into his dog-bed with 
the same tentative inquiry of his hindquarters. 

Not twenty feet away, another wart-hog was also 
reversing: this one. with a snout like a hood orna- 
ment, looked like an old Chevy specifically that of 
Eld Brimble, Gflstrap’s Mudford neighbour, as he fas- 
tidiously backed into his garage. 

Gilstrap woke and crawled from his tent to see 
Aunt Torn at breakfast nodding at her spinster sis- 
ters, Grace and lOrudy. But no: though they had 
many Gilstrap features - solemn and long-faced and 
leggy - it was a trio of Marabou Storks, at work on 
the remnants of the food Gilstrap had unwisely left 
out last night They had just about finished his pro- 
visions, and had punished the horde of guavas he 
had gathered. 

Put distinctly in mind of Mudford at that junc- 
ture, he saw something Wagnerian in the Cape Buf- 
faloes, which looked like an entire cast of Parsifal 
at the Mudford Opera. Reminiscing in this way 
Gilstrap hardly noticed the eland beneath their 
horns, so lyre-like you half expected the phantom 
hand of a lovely woman - Elveera ’s perhaps - to 
reach out and phick them and fill the air with the 
plangency of this chord. 

Yet there was no music here. There was all of 
Africa, and not the chirping of birds but their sud- 
den utterances, the Go-Away Bird with its command, 
and even more orders from the Mourning Dove, 
which repeated, “Work harden work harder!” and 
at noon. “No farther, no farther!” and at nightfall. 
“Drink lager, drink lager!” 

In his already crapulous state, Gilstrap heard and 
obeyed and, listening fra- more, heard the Laugh- 
ing Dove laughing and a Spotted hyena yakking like 


a boasting child. Stumbling in the darkness, he 
shone his torch and saw a porcupine like a pot- 
scrubber and a Night Ape lurking like Mayor Maz- 
zola, and a large ripe artichoke. The artichoke made 
him hungry - and a bit homesick, too. for the last 
artichoke be had eaten at Elveera 's in Mudford - 
but before he could feast on this one, he saw it 
revealed as a pangolin. 

Onward in the morning on more reluctant feet 
he saw a squirrel and he was back in Hickey Park, 
but it was just a bush squirrel, nor as glossy or as 
well-fed as the Mudford squirrels. He saw more fam- 
ilies of Mudford picnickers, but they were troops of 
Chacma baboons. Nor was that creature Morris the 
cat but instead a frolicking, clawless otter, drying 
itself on a rock; that coiled coach-whip an Egypt- 
ian cobra, that coat-rack on the pretty patterned 
carpet a Goliath heron standing in a backwater in 
a small sea of hyacinths. 

“Go Away," cried the Go-Away Bird. 

He glanced up and saw a Fish Eagle and, for an 
instant, was in the Mudford Post Office, standing 
under the American Eagle, getting his mail, which 
at this season would have been a stack of Christ- 
mas cards. 

Yet the Hooded Vulture was a hooded vulture, the 
tse-tse flies were tse-tse flies, the crocs crocs, the 
bats bats, the sunlight's shattering flash like the 
swipe of a golden sword. Gilstrap knew he ought to 
have been nearer to the object of his quest, and yet 
he seemed no nearer. 

He turned inland, away from the river bank, in 
desperation and what he saw made him pine for 
Mudford; as far as he could see were Christmas 
trees. Pine trees here? Yes, the trees were gorgeous 
- their green boughs beautifully decorated with 
bright trinkets. Gilstrap wept at their symmetry and 
their colour and even at the way they so explicitly 
wobbled on their stands. 

Through his tears of homesickness, how was 
Gilstrap to know that these were the Two-Toed 
Tumbo People in their ceremonial cloaks, which 
were contrived from the feathers of the Green- 
Backed Heron and the Green Sandpiper, the 
Emerald Cuckoo and the Olive Bee-eater; and hung 
with ornaments? 

“Go Away,” cried the Go-Away Bird. 

This time Gilstrap obliged, leaving his tins and 
bis camp stool and his puttees and his tent and fled 
upriver to Chambo. and caught the nig ht bus, the 
first of many journeys that brought him back to 
Mudford and his love. 
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2/COMMENT AND LETTERS 


Star of Bethlehem 

Sir. There have been several 

3Stron O TTfii{ WM ex planations for th^ 

Star of Bethlehem. Johannes 
Kepler (1571-1630) suggested the 
star was a conjunction of the 
planets Jupiter and Saturn in 7BC 
(Saturday Essay, 19 December). In 
the present century alternative 
suggestions have included a comet 
ora nova. 

None, however, fits the scant 
account of this event in the Gospel 
according to Matthew Q: 2-12: 
“-the star which they [the Wise 
Men] saw in the East, went before 
them, till it came and stood where 
the child was-” A ‘‘star" travelling 
across the sky in this way and 
seemingly standing still over a 
particular terrestrial location 
cannot easily be reconciled with a 
nova, comet or planet 

There is a growing bo<ty of 
evidence to support a theory 
originaDy advocated by Victor Chibe 
and Bill Napier that the history of 
our civilisation has been punctuated 
by episodes of cometary missile 
impacts. (See Chibe and Napier; 

The Cosmic Winter, Blackwell 
Oxford 1990; P Hoyle and N C 
Wickramasinghe, LifeonMars: the 
case for a cosmicheritage. Clinical 
Press, Bristol, 1997). Such events 
would have played a crucial role in 
foe evolution of myths as wen as 
religious beliefs, 

An impact event of this type 
involving the erosion in the 
atmosphere of a small cometary 
missile occurred in TUngusha, 
Siberia, this century. The Russian 
newspaper Stbtrof2 July 1908 
repotted, from a vantage point 
some distance from foe epicentre of 
foe explosion: “Early in foe ninth 
hour tk foe morning of June 30 a 
very unusual natural phenomenon 
was observed here. In the village of 
Nizhne-Karehnsk... foe peasants 
sawa body shining very brightly, 
indeed too bright for the naked eye, 
with a blue-white light... ” 

This bears comparison with a 
medieval account of a “fireball 
event", cited by Victor Clube, Bill 
Napier and Mark Bailey: “A very 
terrifyingapparition and sign of 
wonder has been seen in 
Bamberg and Liechtenfels. In foe 
year 1560, on 28 December, [this 
apparition] was seen in the sky 
which first bad its beginning over 
Eberssbergin Franconia, and 
rose directly over Zeyi, and then 
from Zeyl [moved] towards foe 
town call Elpmann ... and stopped 
still there for a long time." 

Recent archaeological evidence 
from sites in Tunisia and Sweden 
points to an asteroid impact in the 
Middle East around 1000BC 
(British Archaeological Reports 
S728, 1998). This would accord well 
with Old Testament accounts of the 
destruction of Jericho, which are 
foil of graphic descriptions of 
stones raining down from foe skies, 
and where Joshua is said to have 
bid the sun to stand still in the sky 
(Old Testament, Book of Joshua). 
What Joshua must have seen was 
dearly not foe Sun standing still, 
but foe distant glow of an immense 
fireball. One might wonder 
whether the account in Matthew of 
foe Christmas Star is an event of a 
similar kind, although smaller in 
scale and viewed at a safe distance 
of perhaps a hundred kilometres. 

Several early Christian writers 
have referred to foe extraordinary 
nature of the Star of Bethlehem. 

For example in the second century 
Ignatius of Antiochia in an Epistle 
to the Ephesians XIX wrote thus: 
"The star was so bright that its 
ligbt was unspeakable and its 
newness caused astonishment ... a 
new star unlike any of foe other 
well-known planetary bodies ..." 

This might well have been 
another example of a Tunguska 
type event - a fragment of a comet 
approaching the Earth, entering 
foe atmosphere and eventually 
exploding in the skies over foe 
Middle Blast some distance away 
from Bethlehem. A cometary 
missile impact, of the kind that has 
punctuated history since foe end of 
the last Ice Age, would then have 
heralded the birth of Jesus Christ 

On such a picture one would 
also expect a multitude of smaller 
meteoroids to follow the larger 
cometary missile. It is then easy to 
understand how the resulting 
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Dressing the Cathedral No 4: Arranging the lights on Efy cathedral’s 42-foot tree 


Brian Harris 


spectacle of a great meteor shower 
came to be immortalised as a "host 
of angels”. 

Professor CHANDRA 
WICKRAMASINGHE 
Cardiff 

Rattle fights on 

Sin In light of your report “Rattle 
to quit Labour's musical desert” 

121 December), I wanted to put foe 
record straight 

I do not feel that the UK is an 
artistic desert but rather a 
parched garden in need of 
attention. It seems that the first 
drops of water are on their way, 
given, for example, foe much- 
needed grant increases to some of 
our orchestras, and foe setting up 
of the Youth Music Ttust to start 
dealing with some of the problems 
of instrumental teaching provision. 

We in the arts community are all 
a little punch-drunk after years of 
cuts and freezes, but I hope we are 
not so damaged that we cannot 
give credit where it is due. The 
Government has at least started to 
do something to repair the 
damages to foe arts in the UK, and 
we need to welcome that 

There is still much to be done - 
the latest figures show that over 
£60m has been lost from music 
education over the last seven 
years. I and my colleagues will 
continue to shout until our 
companies are healthy once more, 
and until foe grotesque 
inequalities of educational 
provision are tackled. 

But not all criticism implies 
opposition - let us encourage foe 
Government to carry on rebuilding 
the arts, while constantly 
reminding them to get a move on, 
before it’s too late'. 

Sir SIMON RATTLE 
London, WC2 

Sir: I was saddened to learn that 
Sir Simon Rattle may leave the 
country. 

L too, despair of the future of 
school music. In many primary 
schools, foe whole of the morning 
sessions are now given over to 
Maths and English. So all the rest 


ofthesubjeets-sdence, ITC. 
geography, history, music, art, PI, 
drama and RE -jostle for a 
precious place in the shorter 
afternoon sessions. 

Last term, I conducted a straw 
poll among 60 of my students 
training to be primary teachers. 
Only a handful had been given an 
opportunity to observe or teach a 
music lesson on their school 
placement; the rest had found 
music elbowed out of the 
curriculum to almost vanishing 
point One school's classroom 
music consisted of half an hour a 
term for each class. 

Each day your Gazette lists 
birthdays of famous people, well ' 
over half of whom have attained 
distinction in those very 
curriculum areas which are now 
being marginalised: music, drama, 
sport, religion and art What a 
dulling thought that, in 50 years’ 
time, your birthday Gazette might 
be reduced to a dreary list of RffS, 
lexicographers and accountants. 
BARBARA POINTON 
Tkripkm, Cambridgeshire 

Bishop vs BBC 

Sir I find the recent letters from 
the Bishop ofStAIbans (21 
December) quite astounding. 

He seems unable to accept that 
Christianity represents only a 
minority of people in this country 
and imagines that the BBC’s 


un willingn ess to give more time 
to the religious significan ce of 
Christmas is due to fear Fear not 
only about the ratings wax; but 
also of religious concepts of 
death, eternity mercy or human 
meaning. 

How much television does he 
watch? These topics are dealt with 
frequently although not 
necessarily from the Christian 
point of view. 

Does the bishop believe that 
Muslims, Jews and other religious 
leaders would be justified in 
com plaining when their views are 
not aired as appropriately as they 
consider fit? And what about 
Humanists, who are rarely heard? 

It seems to me that it is foe 
bishop who is bewildered about his 
and Christianity’s purpose, not foe 
BBC about its purpose. 

ALAN GOLDING 
Brookmajw Park, Hertfordshire 

Sin The complaint that the BBC 
gives inadequate coverage of 
Christianity got an inadequate 
reply from the head of BBC 
Religion (Right of Reply 18 
December). The BBC does indeed 
give inadequate coverage not only 
of Christianity but of all religion, 
despite the large number of radio 
and television programmes on the 
subject, because they hardly 
attempt more than a superficial 
expression or examination of any 
religious doctrines or practices. 


However; Christians would get 
more sympathy from non- 
Christians if they showed more 
awareness of foe equally 
inadequate coverage of all such 
doctrines and practices. Moreover; 
considering that only one tenth of 
foe population are observant 
members of any religious 
denomination, the BBC also gives 
inadequate coverage of non- 
rehgicnis beliefs and behaviours. 

The best solution would be foe 
abolition of the institution called 
“BBC Religion” and foe 
establishment of a new department 
devoted to proper coverage of all 
serious metaphysical and moral 
ideas and activities inourmulti- 
credal and multi-cultural society. 
This could produce programmes 
enthusiastically expressing foe 
celebration of major religious 
festivals, Christian and non- 
Christian, but also programmes 
critically examining foe background 
to such events, without foe constant 
Mas towards foe mainstream of foe 

Ch ristian tr adTlm n 
NICOLAS WALTER 
Rationalist Press Association 
London N1 

Grow old gratefully 

Sir. Tcbu carry yet another article 
on the negative aspects of ageing 
(“And now I am old”, 22 
December). This is certainly more 
than one too many. 


Sir: John Walsh is 
unimaginative in his response 
to Christmas day (“Ffriry lights 
and surgical strikes”, 21 
December). He could tell his 
children a ghost story or sing 
The Village Pump or take them 
round foe garden looking at the 
sleeping plants. Christmas for 
children can be a magical time. 
The preceding three months 
hear most adults complaining 
about Mammon and the truth of 
Christmas being hidden behind 
commercialism. I don’t see why 
we can’t all take responsibility 
for our own Christmas. Deckle 


In Brief 


how you could enjoy the 
enforced festive season and 
make it meaningful for you. 
Celebrate the solstice, celebrate 
your family, or celebrate Christ 
CLARE HARDING 

Stansted, Essex 

Sin You readers may like to be 
warned. Recently we planned 
to take the ThanvesKnk train 
from Flitwick to London 
Blacfcfiriars, a straight enough 
direct journey of just under 


one hour. We had not got foe 
Thameslink timetable to hand 
so we tried Railtradk on foe 
web. The result was a choice of 
journey times ranging from 
just over two hours to three- 
and-a-quarter hours, but you 
do take in Bedford (north of 
Flitwick). London St Pancreas. 
London Bridge, London 
Cannon Street and, eventually 
London Blackfriars; four 
changes, three trains and two 
tube journeys later. 

ARTHUR BOURNE 
FIONA BOURNE 
Flitwick, Bedfordshire 


Our brutal friends 

Sir: As the dust of the last week’s 
futifebombmg raids on Iraqi towns ; 
and bases settles and we move into 
the. hopdully^eflective period of Q, 
Christmas and year end, it might ; 
be an appropriate moment to : 


de aling with Iraq and its next-door ■ 
Q pjghh ntir. Iran. ; 

All year there bas been the ; 

spectacle of our fbragnOffice j 

sidling up to foe murderous '» 

mullahs (who are suddenly ; 

handing out oil contracts), lauding ; 
by turn the new “liberalism" 
perceived to be prevailing under j 
President Khatami and his "rule of • 
law”. Salman Rushdie is pubBdy 
mollified (and private^ gagged) 
andfocra is a scramble to compty ; 
wifoTtehran’s orders to “dose j 
down" aU groups working from this ■ 
country purported to be in ; 

opposition to the Iranian 
government (first in fine being the ; 
Unregistered charity Iran Aid; 
after 15 years of rescuing cbfidreu ; 
orphaned by the regimeits funding • 

has been cat off). ! 

On the other hand Saddam : 
Hussein continues to be presented j 
as number one Bogeyman, the 
sledgehammer comes outagain to ! 
cr ush him and his people and Iraqi ; 
opposition groups are invited to tea ! 
in Whitehall. j 

Make i» mistake, the regimes in j 
question are still equally horrible, 1 

sowe could ask which of the two £ 

diametrically-opposed policies is ™ 
the “ethicaT one- or are they both? » 
BELINDA McKENZIE j 

FriendqpranAid [ 

LondonH6 


Sir: The Prime Minister’s 
behaviour in the bombing of Iraq 
reminds me of the one character 
that is more despicable than a 
bully. That is the person who tags 
along andjoins in with the bulging 
-the person who takes no risk 
because the bully will be there to 
hide behind in the unlikely eventof 
foevictim turning on them. 
MICHAEL COYLE 
London N21 




Certainly poverty and ill health 
prevent many people from 
enjoying their later life, but maqy 
retired people enjoy the freedom 
from the responsibilities of work 
and famil y. Even some with 
potentially serious illnesses can 
enjoy themselves as so many 
treatments are available to keep 
Alness under control. 

We have to be a little bit old to 
become grandparents and enjoy 
the many new adventures that this 
brings us. It also gives us an 
element of immortality to see 
certain aspects of our own 
personality pass to future 
generations. 

Becoming a great- 
grandparent gave my great- 
grandmother; my grandmother 
and my mother and father a 
great deal of pleasure; it is 
something which I can look 
forward to with optimism. 
MARGARET BEITH 
Gudden Sutton, 

Cheshire 

Debt to De Freitas 

Sin I was one of the greatest 
admirers of Helen de Freitas, who 
was a most remarkable and 
talented lady. She demonstrated 
in all that she did a most 
charming manner and a 
formidable intelligence. I hope 
therefore that you will allow me to 
correct one thing in your excellent 
obituary by Leonard Miall (17 
December). 

Lady de Freitas did not, at any 
time, organise meetings to help 
elect our present Speaker the Rt 
Hon Betty Boothroyd MR even 
though they were great friends. 
What she did do, at a most 
important time in the Labour 
Party. was to host meetings of 
National Executive Committee 
members to work on various 
problems we were experiencing. 

I hope you will allow me to put 
on record what an enormous debt 
we all owe to her. 

GWYNETH DUNWOODYMP 
(Crewe and Nantwich, Lab) 

House of Commons 
London SWl 


Modem desires § 

Sfr Sam Arnold-Pbrster (letter; 10 - - 
December) cites Article 23 of foe . 

Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights- “everyone has therightto ; 
woxfcT-mcrifitismgfhe free market * 
and increasing imemployrnent. 

This is to confuse two 
completely different concepts: foe ! 
right to workand the right to a job. • 
The former is conferred by foe 
UDHR, the latter is an excuse far 
disastrous centrally-controlled 
economies. ! 

In any event, it is patently not & 
true that “what most peoplewant ' 
is a humble job and the ability to 
buy their own food” At least, most 
people want a great deal more than 
that If most people genuinely had 
such bumble desires then the free 
market could and would provide it 
People actually want foe fastest 
cm; foe newest trainers and foe 
most fashionable clothes. 

The free market is a tool, not an 1 
end in itself If it results in a sodc 
which is unfair, harsh, greedy* 
selfish then it is merely reflecting 
the attitudes of the members of 
that society. 

DANIEL BROMELOW 
London NW3 

Christmas jeer 

Sir. Given that the function offoe 
Paymaster General is to “provide a 
hanking and pensions servicefor. ... 
government departments and 
other public bodies”, perhaps . 
Geoffrey Robinson should be 
congratulated for providing a v • 
£370,000 loan to the Secretary of ; 
State for Trade and Industry. In y 3 
addition to showing an 
unquestionable level of duly hehas 
a praiseworthy achievement to his. ; .- 
credit in the resignation of Mr ' \\ 

Mandelson. . 

TIM CROSSLAND .- 

Ramsey, 

Hampshire 

Sir: Two ministers resign in one 
day - there is a Santa Claus after 
alii . ” 

TONYFLANAGHAN 
Salisbury 


Traditional festive fun to make the family crack(er) up 




IT HAS been my experience in re- 
cent years that Christmas crackers 
are not what they used to be. In my 
youth we used to get really good 
things in crackers - not just hats, 
but also good toys such as metal 
puzzles, indoor fireworks, and so on. 

The only good thing I have got 
out of a cracker recently was a key 
ring with one of these black bulbs 
attached which, whenyou press it 
lights up and unlocks your car 
from a distance, and sets off other 
people's car alarms. What was 
nice about this was that, being a 
cracker present it only lit up - it 
didn't unlock anything - so it gives 
ray keys a plutocratic look without 
committing me to anything. 

(Indeed, even 12 months later 
the red light is still working, so I 
have occasionally been able to use 
it as an emergency torch to find 


very small things such as the 
ignition on the car.. .) 

But one thing that has never 
changed since my youth is the 
quality of the jokes in crackers. 
They were bad then, and they are 
bad now. In fact I suspect they are 
still the same jokes, the same 
schoolboy puns such as “What did 
the carpet say to the desk? H 1 can 
see your drawers!" 

It has occurred to me that in this 
last issue before Christmas Day I 
might be doing a public service by 
providing some new cracker jokes, 
so over the weekend I programmed 
the znightyfndepemfeTrt computer 
to do some updated Christmas 
cracker jokes. 

I fed into it the basic history of 
British jokes, a few hundred old 
matchboxes and a simple run- 
down of the last year's news, and 


asked it to come up with some new 
jokes which you, the readers, could 
easily cut out and insert into the 
end of your Christmas crackers for 
the delectation of all foe family. 
Here is what it provided. 1 think you 
wffl agree that the quality maintains 
all foe awfulness of yesteryear 


Q. Why should Peter Mandelson 
always be accompanied? 

A. Because he should never be left 
alone (a loan). 


Q, What is the difference between 
denationalisation and Tariq Ali? 
A Oik is privatisation and the other 
is Private Eye's Asian. 


Q. What do you call Richard Bran- 



Miles 

Kington 

The jokes in crackers 
were bad then and are 
bad now - I suspect they 
are still the same jokes 

son spending Christmas Day over 
Chinese air space? 

A. Virgin on the ridiculous! 


Q. Why is foe station at Southend- 
on-Sea like the House of Lords ? 
A. Because it is the end of the line 
far the piers (peers). 


Q. Why is foe abdication of the 
Queen like a heart attack? 

A. Because they are both a shock 
to foe constitution. 


Q. What is the motto of the Royal 

E hmil y? 

A. Never say DL 
♦ 

Q. Why is Queen Elizabeth n like 
someone sitting reading in foe 
lavatory? 

A. Because they are both deter- 
mined to stay on the throne as long 
as possible. 


As the computer seemed to be 
building up something of a, fixation 
with the Royal Family here, I hod 
to instruct it to keep off Bucking - 
ham Palace, and move off in a 
different direction 

Q. Why, at foe Rio ecological sum- 
mit, did President Clinton refiise to 
cut down on nocturnal emissions? 
A. (Censored.) 


Q- Why is Luciano ftrvarotti like the 
Millennium Dome? 

A- They both occupy an immense 
area (aria). 


Q. What do the Foreign 
tary’s private detective a 
Chancellor's private detectiv 
the beach during foeir si 
holidays? 

A. They stand around in ti 
fog sunshine and watch 
Cook and Gordon Brown! 


Q. What does General Pinochet 
want for Christmas? 

A- That it should be Chile for fo e 
time of year. 


Q. What do Beqing and voyeurism 
nave in common? 

A. They both used to be called 
Feang (peeking). 

♦ 

on^ 7Qugetridoftte ^ 

A. You tell lam: “You’re Ebyed! n 
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Hard lessons to be 
learned from a very 
public downfall 

THE SWIFT offer, and prompt acceptance, of Peter Man- 
delson’s resignation at least shows that New Labour can 
act decisively. That will probably seem little comfort to 
ministers. This is the greatest blow that the Government 
has suffered since it came to power. Losing the very archi- 
tect of New Labour over such a stupid and sloppy mistake, 
the destruction of one of the Prime Minister's closest allies 
is nothing short of a disaster for Mr Blair's ‘‘project". 

This highlights the Prime Minister's failure to act 
decisively earlier in the year, and sack the Paymaster 
General, Geoffrey Robinson. Perhaps if he had done, Mr 
Mandelson would have realised the implications of his 
embarrassing “loan" earlier, with less pain all round. 

We must hope that the Prime Minister has learnt his 
lesson: he must act quickly whenever a colleague is left 
twisting in the wind, crippled by allegation after allegation. 
John Major paid a high price for failing to do so, and Mr 
Blair must avoid the same fate. 

As for Mr Mandelson, at least the speed of his depart- 
ure does him some credit. He knows how important it is 
that the public have confidence in their elected represent- 
atives. They must be “whiter than white’’, in the Prime 
Minister's own words, to ensure that politics and politicians 
do not fall even further in public esteem. 

In the absence of further allegations, it seems that Mr 
Mandelson’s offence was relatively benign: not to register 
the money he received from Mr Robinson, and not to tell 
his Permanent Secretary that the debt prevented him from 
overseeing investigations into his benefactor. The former 
Trade Secretary made a frank confession of those mistakes 
in his resignation letter yesterday. 

There is as yet no question that any influence was in 
fact bought, or any specific decision perverted, by the rela- 
tionship. All the same, it was unhealthy and improper for 
a prospective minister to allow himself to become indebted 
to a colleague, and a rich and powerful businessman. The 
public, tired of “sleaze", demand nothing less than the 
highest standards. Politicians must be open, whether or 
not they think they have done anything technically wrong. 
The transparency rules that Tory scandals prompted are 
beginning to enforce this, and are having the desired effect 
of forcing more disclosure. The days when politicians could 
disregard public opinion, or rely on journalists to cover 
up for them, are long gone. 

Mr Blair must now hope that the Christmas holidays 
will act as a fire-break against this scandal Perhaps the 
holiday spirit will calm feelings and encourage forgiveness. 
But this would be a pity if it were to weaken the impact 
of the last lesson that New Labour must learn: that copy- 
ing up to the rich and powerful has its dangers, as well 
as its opportunities. 



Peace on earth has 
made real advances 

THE COMING of Christmas Eve invites us to embrace 
peace on earth, and goodwill to men - except that at the 
moment there seems to be very little of either. Glee has 
met Peter Mandelson’s humiliation in some quarters. 
Bombs have been falling in the Gull Political rivalries have 
boiled over into divisive hatred in Washington’s impeach- 
ment debate. In China, a promised political thaw has frozen 
over again. Russia is still mired in chaotic economic 
decline and its very own crony version of democracy. 

Even so, we should not despair. There is much to 
celebrate, and many achievements to praise. The birth of 
Christ and the worship it inspires, represent nothing if 
not the triumph of human hope and creativity, and it is 
appropriate that on the eve of celebrating His birth, we 


should celebrate that creativity and hope all around us. 

Peace on earth has made advances. Northern Ireland's 
parties defied pessimists last week by reaching agreement 
on the composition of the Province's new government. The 
first guns to be handed in during the present troubles have 
emerged from the Loyalist Volunteer Force. 

The fall of Benjamin Netanyahu in Israel holds out the 
hope of progress in the Middle East Most of the year has 
been spent in a depressing morass of broken promises: 
at least it is ending with the possibility that a real leader, 
courageous rather than just shallow and televisual, will 
emerge to compromise with Israel’s Arab neighbours. 

Some crises did not materialise. Kosovo's civil war has 
simmered, but not exploded. Nato action, though not 
going as far as it should have done, was prompt and strong 
enough to deter the Serb aggression so conspicuous and 
unopposed in Bosnia. Pakistan's and India's nuclear 
testing was followed by tentative diplomatic contact For 
these not-so-sraall mercies, we should be gratefuL 


Christian faith and common humanity hold that all men 
and women are of equal worth. Poverty' prevents the real- 
isation of this ideal; it has made unwelcome advances this 
year in Asia, in the financial crisis still reverberating around 
that region. But the Asian flu has not carried across all 
economies. The world financial system has not collapsed, 
and the rich world will at least get chances in the near 
future to relieve poverty, rather than sink into depression. 

If all people are equal as Jesus preached, then they 
should also be equally responsible for their actions. The 
world has made progress towards this end. too, establishing 
a global criminal court General Pinochet’s detention is 
another advance. Even if he now escapes back to Chile, 
he will at least have been made aware of the pain caused 
by his actions. 

The world is not perfect Hope and inspiration do not 
shine into every dark corner. But they are there, and they 
are growing. If the message of Christmas means anything, 
it is this: never despair. 


The most illustrious political 
suicide since Parkinson - but why? 


-,eer 


PETER MANDELSON’S is the most 
illustrious political suicide since the 
resignation of Cecfl Parkinson back in 
the early Thatcher era. And the most 
significant. The demise of David 
Mellor in John Major’s day was bad 
news for the Tory back-to-basics cam- 
paign, but Mellor himself was merely 
an effective (if gob by) minister doing 
a pretty good job over at Heritage. He 
was not the embodiment of the new 
Conservative political idea, nor was he 
the dose confidante of the Prime Min- 
ister. But Tbny without Peter is more 
without Hillary. Geoffrey 
Robinson’s departure yesterday will 
be infinitely easier to cope with. 

Yet it is still not dear to me what 
Mandelson has done that renders 
him unfit to serve in government In- 
deed, had he resigned only a day later 
be would (among other things) have 
given me just enough time to advise 
readers that I thought he shouldn't 
and wouldn’t That article would have 
hung round my neck as permanent 
testimony to my fallibility, and I have 
only just been spared from writing it 

But my bemusement to some ex- 
tent remains. As a proposition, I be- 
lieve that the two circumstances 
under which ministers should dis- 
fwrabowel themselves are a) if they do 
something badly wrong, and b) - un- 
fashionable this one - if they’re bad 
at their jobs. Taking the latter one first, 
the consensus seems to be that Peter 
Mandelson was set to be a good (pos- 
sibly veiy good) Trade Secretary, 
business actively approved of him and 
the trade unions respected him. 

This is not a proposition that finds 
much support among the journalistic 


profession. We are, as a breed, gen- 
erally in favour of resignations. Noth- 
ing adrenalises a newsroom like a 
news flash announcing the un- 
expected departure of someone pow- 
erful: profiles are ordered up, cartoons 
are commissioned, the “events lead- 
ing up to..." are chronicled with dates 
and times. And, of course, the heroic 
role played by “The Daily X” and “The 
Sunday Y 7 * in uncovering what 
previously was hidden, is recalled in 
positively Homeric language. 

And one resignation whets the ap- 
petite for another. There is, therefore, 
very good reason why a government 
should attempt to apply the Aarono- 
vitch rules to calls for ministerial self- 
slaughter. Why, indeed. Geoffrey 
Robinson has been allowed to hold on 
until now, despite the periodic and 
frequent appearance of stories alleg- 
ing minor past misdemeanours. Blair 
has, since becoming Prime Minister; 
been determined not to give the press 
what they want, 1101 to drop body parts 
into the piranha tank. 

So why, then, has Mandelson gone 
now and so suddenly? Jack Cunn- 
ingham, the Government's sleek en- 
forcer. was yesterday at pains to 
stress that his ex-colleague had com- 
mitted no sin, save error: How can the 
oh -so -tough Blair administration 
allow one of its two or three most val- 
uable ministers to be pushed out of 
office merely for exhibiting “poor 
judgement"? 

One explanation may, of course, be 
that there is - in there somewhere - 
a Hark little se c re t w aiti ng to come out, 
whose disclosure is preempted by the 
res igna tion. But I doubt it I do not 



David 

Aaronovitch 

It is still not clear to me 

what Mandelson has done 
that renders him unfit 
to sen's in government 

think that Peter Mandelson is in any 
way corrupt though I admit that Eve 
known the man for 22 years, and 
therefore would probably be the last 
to find out 

This being the case. Mr Mandel- 
son's resignation acquires a slightly 
noble aspect He could maybe have 
toughed it out a bit longer; but his 
judgement was that such obstinacy 
would have done his PM and “the 
project" a vast amount of damage. In 
front of his eyes must have swum the 
terrifying image of Mellor Reduced, 
a private affair that was to become a 
soup of football shirts, sucked toes and 
family snapshots, and culminated in 
the eventual pretext of the unde- 
clared holiday taken at the villa of Ms 
Mona Bauwens. 

We all have a Mona Bairwens some- 
where, if we are investigated with suf- 


ficient rigour The political system in 
the United States, with its unashamed 
big- business bankrolling of senators 
and congressmen, still rejected a 
series of presidential nominees for 
high office because they had failed 
properly to declare their nannies’ in- 
comes to the tax authorities. 

So we're down to the fact that, as 
Mandelson knew, the house business 
just looked bad. The scale of the loan 
was too large for it to be dismissed as 
a simple - and repayable - act of kind- 
ness tthough the argument that it 
would suffice to buy 20 houses in 
Hartlepool is not convincing. Frankly, 
most things will). People would be 
likely to ask what the lender wanted 
out of such a large advance. 

It may have been for this very rea- 
son that Peter did not tell Tony about 
the arrangement He knew that it was 
not a corrupt deal and that he had 
shown Mr Robinson no favours when 
counselling the PM about what to do 
with the Paymaster General. But he 
also must have realised, if he thought 
about it for five seconds, that this is 
not what others would believe. Yes- 
terday's letter of resignation con- 
tains this passage: “Wfe came to power 
promising to uphold the highest pos- 
sible standards in public life. We have 
not just to do so but we must be seen 
to do so." That is not presumably, a 
conclusion that Mr Mandelson first 
reached in the long watches of 
Tuesday night 

In fact he now acknowledges not 
only that he should have told the PM 
and his own Permanent Secretary of 
his arrangements, but that the orig- 
inal loan was itself a miatakp This ad- 


mission, and his prompt resignation, 
should separate him from the des- 
perate, last-ditch denials of the last 
Conservative government Peter Lil- 
ley's denunciation of Mandelson's 
“hanging on to office" was, for those 
with memories, one of the two comic 
highlights of the day. (The other was 
the greeting of the news in Mr Man- 
delson’s constituency with the words, 
“this is a dark day for Hartlepool".) 

That however; is not the end of the 
story. There is a very big lesson here 
for New Labour and itis one that they 
should learn from their friends before 
their enemies teach it to them in a 
much more unpalatable way. It is one 
thing to lose the ancient contempt and 
hatred felt by the left for wealth crea- 
tors and the rich. It is quite another 
to adopt an unthinking admiration for 
the ways of the wealthy. Tax avoidance, 
though legal is not admirable. The 
rich may be genuinely charitable, but 
they also use their wealth to purchase 
influence, much as I use working for 
The Independent as a convenient 
threat against tardy officials and in- 
efficient companies. The endowed 
hardly know themselves that this is 
what they are about 

In other words, you can be wrong 
without doing wrong. That sense, not 
fear of the press, should inform the ac- 
tions of ministers. T.ilm Cecil Parkin- 
son, Peter Mandelson will be back, for 
he has done the honourable thing. But 
the health of the Government (a gov- 
ernment that this country still wants 
to see succeed) depends on main- 
taining a higher degree of humility 
than some of its members have 
shown. They surely know this now. 


Q UOTE OF THE PAY 

“I do not believe that I have done anything improper. 
But I should not have entered into the arrangement." 
Peter Mandelson MP 

t hought for the day 

‘Courage is the price that Life exacts for granting peace. 
Amelia Earhart, 
aviation pioneer 


THE TRIALS can only strength- 
en those who view the main- 
land warily, and underline the 
importance of maintaining the 
Hoag Kong system with its 
freedoms that have so dearly 
been put off-limits on the main- 
land- Internationally, the sen- 
tences have embarrassed 
those Western leaders who 
havg&een keenest on expand- 
’'TLv\Jid deepening relations 
with China. The extremely 
narrow view of national secur- 
ity reflected in these sentences 


will not serve anybody's inter- 
ests, including those of the 
central government 
South China Morning Post 

THE SEVERE punishment of 
pr omin ent dissident Xu Wenh 
will incur a cost The trial has 
aroused international atten- 
tion because we not only care 
about the fate of the dissidents, 
we also care whether Peking 
can fulfil the promise of the UN 
human rights treaties. Now 
the dissidents are in jail and 


MONITOR 

all the News of the World 
The Chinese press considers the recent 
jailing of two dissidents 


Peking has failed to fulfil the 
promise. The new open and en- 
lightened image she has just 
built up will be affected. In the 
long term, this is a high cost 
Ming Poo. China 


CHINA HAS tried hard to build 
a more open-minded image, 
shown in its signing of a human 
rights treaty. Though main- 
land leaders today hold a more 
open attitude towards dissi- 


dents, they would choose to 
send them to jail in the case of 
their authority being chal- 
lenged. In balancing toe con- 
servative force inside the 
Communist Party Jiang Zemin 
has to be careful in order to 
avoid chaos. We believe the 
mainland wifi be able to catch 
up with Taiwan's democratic 
development and enhance 
prospects for unification if 
Pelting can have a more open 
attitude towards toe dissidents. 
Sing Too, China 


CHINA WILL, as always, im- 
prove human rights and con- 
duct co-operation with other 
countries to push forward toe 
healthy development of uni- 
versal human rights. Those 
who say that China's reform 
and opening-up policy will be 
“reversed" and accuse China of 
“retrogression in political re- 
form", based on their view of 
toe case ofXu Wenli and a few 
others, are ignorant of China’s 
human rights situation. 

China Daily 
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The managing 
director of Virgin 
Trains replies to 
our criticisms 
of their service. 

YOUR PIECE, “Virgin's 148 
days of no rail service" I feel 
gives a misleading review of 
void days. 

A void day is when oper- 
ators feel they are not 
providing an effective 
service to their passengers, 
and means that season 
ticket holders will 
automatically be given one 
day's extension to their 
season ticket. 

An example of this 
includes 2? October tins 
year when severe 
infrastructure problems at 
Rugby and Camden, 
combined with the failure of 
another operator's sendee 
and severe weather 
conditions in the North-west 
resulted in very few Virgin 
trains being on time. 

It should be noted that all 
these events are beyond our 
control. However; we at 
Virgin Trains take 
responsibility for our 
passengers and provide 
compensation and most of 
the cost of extending season 
tickets. 

Until the introduction of 
our new Passengers 
Charter on 6 December the 
only mechanism open to 
Virgin Trains for making 
recompense to season ticket 
holders for poor service was 
to declare a void day. 

To look after its 
customers. Virgin Trains 
has given a liberal 
interpretation of the 
application of this method 
which is agreed with the 
Office of the Rail Franchise 
Operator (Opraf) and 
operated previously under 
British Rail. 

Recompense to other 
customers is made when 
individual applications are 
submitted as a result of 
disrupted service. 

The headline in The 
Independent was 
particularly misleading. The 
total is not as illustrated, 
where they add the results 
of two separate franchises 
together, and count the 
same delay several times. 

This situation arises as 
figures are- published separ- 
ately for void days on each 
of the three West Coast 
mainline routes. We do 
know that our performance 
could be better. 

We are working with 
Rail track to ensure a better 
service both in the near 
future and after our major 
investment in new track, 
signalling and t rains . 


What’s the point if you do this to Muslims? 


LAST SUNDAY, at noon, a Home 
Office official phoned asking if I 
could attend a meeting with 
ministers to talk about the bombings 
on Iraq and British race relations. 
A handful of Muslims had been ■ 
invited. Having watched House of 
Cards, I assumed that this was one 
of those invitations that required 
total discretion, and that I must have 
become a somebody. At 4pm, a jour- 
nalist called to ask whether I would 
be going. Another called minutes 
later (he wanted to know whether 
Jack Straw thought I was a mem- 
ber of some terrorist organisation). 
And then someone from The Inde- 
pendent called, by which time I felt 
that there was no sense in playing 
secrets any more. I explained that 
I would not attend the meeting 
because I was too upset to talk, and 
that my strong feelings of despair 
and rage would not help race 
relations in the meeting-room, let 
alone the country. 

It was not a gesture, not a boy- 
cott I believe Straw is committed to 
racial equality and I know Mike 



Yasmin 

Alibhai-Brown 

How will 1 3 million 
European Muslims cope 
with the ruthless policies 
of Western governments? 

O'Brien does criticise the popular 
press and “star* cohmmists such as 
Richard Littlejohn who regularly 
and with pleasure demonise aB 
Muslims, especially when the Wiest 
is bombing their brethren abroad. 
But I was not in the mood to com- 
fort the hosts of the recent fireworks 


party, about which I was not asked, 
when, (regrettably lam sure) some 
of our houses had to be burnt down. 
These are probably the sentiments 
of all Muslims living in the Wfest 
today. Sven a Muslim like me - 
Westernised, defective, foil of sin, a 
vocal critic of much that is wrong in 
our communities and Islamic coun- 
tries - cannot and will not support 
the recent actions against the poor; 
wretched people of Iraq. 

As Robert Fisk wrote in this 
paper; the attacks represented “the 
final bankruptcy of Western policy” 
towards that once thriving country. 
One of the birthplaces of human 
civilisation, Iraq is now a place 
where researchers find that the 
children have lost their expectations 
of growing up. 

I am affronted by the rhetoric of 
the Government, and told Derek 
Fhtchett this cm the PM programme 
on Radio 4. He fed me more self- 
serving platitudes in response. 
There was no meeting of words. 

But this is not only about Iraq. It 
is about bow we, the 13 million 


European Muslims, are going to 
cope with the xenophobic, ruthless 
and thoughtless pdities and actions 
of Western governments when they 
are dealing with Muslim countries. 
They do this without any consult- 
atkra with us and without any under- 
standing of how their own people 
(for that, whether they like it or not, 
is what we are) are lifeefy to react 

Let US imaginp the unirnflginah lp. 
for a moment. Suppose that the 
Israeli government got so out- 
landish, even by the generous stan- 
dards which apply to it, that military 
action by the Western allies became 
necessary. Would this step be ta k en 
without long conversations into the 
night with prominent Jews? We 
know that the Irish presence in the 
United States has exerted enormous 
influence. Era: worse once and bet- 
ter now; on American politicians and 
the US government itsell 

There is much talk in our coun- 
try about the benefits of diversify. 
But as the late Barry Hpyna, the 
leading academic of multi-cuttnral- 
ism, wrote, diversify is not only 


about “saris, samosas and steel 
bands”. Nor is it just about getting 
fat import orders from India or 

... tl Uio 


streets of London. If politicians 
don’t realise that we have a role to 

play in the foreign policies of this, 

our nation, they have not understood 

the changes in this country since 
1948. How well can they then be ex- 
pected to run a mature, complex, 
multi- ethnic democracy? 

New Labour is beginning to stir 
on this The Ebreign Office has set 

up a panel of advisers which include 

people such as Zeinab Badawi and 
Wahid AIL But there is still too 
much ignorance and arrogance in 
the corridors of power. What a 
waste of all our Muslim aca dem ics 
who see themselves as Muslims of 
the West, not of the East 

We British Muslims fed guilty 
about Iraq, but we also feel power- 
less. Since Bosnia and Kosovo, 
when our people (which is increas- 
ingly how we regard persecuted 
Muslims around the world, in spite 
of our differences) had to die be- 


cause it was just too difficult to stop {jj 
these things, our innermost fears ri 

are gathered around the spectre of ji 

a growing confrontation between |* 

Islam and the West 4 - 

Im agin e then, our task as parents 
and educators, of persuaffing the ]j 
brightest among our young thatwe J 

must remain part of the democrat- ! 

ic process; that there is no sensein jj 
being so angry that we make it Ji 

easier for those who hate us to harm jj 
us; that separatist politics will dons 
no good. Young Muslim chemistry 
graduates are not building bombs in 

_ nr oantTinO nut 


The truths that no Christmas 
card company would dare touch 


"SILENT NIGHT” is one of the most 
atmospheric of carols. In spite of 
being synthesised and piped to 
death around shopping malls, it still 
has (he power to send a tingle up toe 
spine when heard in the candlelit 
stillness of a midnight service. 

Tonight, streams of people will 
make their way from pub to church, 
complementing one Christmas spirit 
with another; for a service that is 
rapidly becoming more popular than 
Christmas Day. 

Yet for many, going through the 
doors of a church is like entering 
another world. The carols and the 
readings take you back in time. But 
they tell a story that has timeless 
themes. Mary, an unmarried preg- 
nant teenager; faces a bleak future. 
Joseph rescues her by means of a 
hasty marriage. The baby is born in 
difficult circumstances, which are 
made worse by the murdering of 
hundreds of local children. The fam- 
ily is forced to flee the country and 
seek asylum elsewhere. The fad: that 
this child turns out to be the Son of 
God does not immunise him or 
them from the dangers of life. 

A pregnant teenager; abused 
children, a family of asylum-seekers 
- these are the characters of the an- 
cient carols. But I doubt that they 
would ever get through the market- 
ing department of a Christmas card 
company. Not even charities that es- 
pouse these causes would dare risk 
their lucrative sales by using such 
cruel images. But that’s the story of 
Christmas. To celebrate the birth of 
Jesus with merry cards is as wide 
of the mark as remembering the 
massacre of Dunblane with a 
celebrity party captured in a photo- 
shoot by a glossy magazine. 

It's tire cruelty that makes the 
story so real and modern. Cynics 
have always cast doubt on the his- 
torical reliability of the Nativity 
stories. But the fantasy belongs to 
the commensal hype, not to the orig- 
inal story Even the episode of angels 
visiting the shepherds has a ring of 
truth about it In the first century 



THE BISHOP 

of Liverpool 

A pregnant teenager 
and a family of 
asylum-seekers are the 
characters of the carols 


shepherds were notorious for fid- 
dling the books -selling a few of their 
boss's sheep and blaming the wolves 
of the night So bad was their reput- 
ation that they weren’t allowed to 
give evidence in a court of law. Why 
would Luke, so keen to get his 
gospel accepted by sceptics, make 
up such a line if it didn’t have its root 
in fact? In today's world it would be 
like angels making the announce- 
ment to a convention of used-car 
salesmen. Shepherds had the same 
problem. In fact, God sending his 
messengers to such a bunch of out- 
siders and social outcasts was ex- 
actly the message he wanted to get 
over to the world. There’s nobody 
beyond the pale. Shepherds, used- 
car salesmen, pregnant teenagers, 
the abused and the abuser, asylum 
seekers, all lie within the circum- 
ference of his love. 

This is disconcerting for us who 
prefer to put people into boxes. We 
like to give everybody a category. 
Then you're either in or out Social 
exclusion is not a new phenomenon. 
All the signs of the first Christmas 
are that God commits himself to a 
grand plan of social inclusion. 

A pregnant teenager? In. A dis- 
trusted shepherd? In. An anxious 
asylum seeker? In. Even the dis- 


tinguished strangers from the East 
come bringing a message of inclus- 
iveness along with their gifts of 
gold, frankincense and myrrh. They 

are the first to worship Jesus. For- 
eigners and Orientals are in toe van- 
guard to acknowledge the worth of 
this Jewish child. It is significant that 
this episode is recorded exclusively 
by Matthew. He is at pains to point 
out at every turn that Jesus is the 
fulfilmen t of all the Jewish proph- 
ecies about the coming of the 
Messiah. Matthew wanted to con- 
vince his own that Jesus was the 
Messiah and seems to shoot himself 
in the foot by relating that the pri- 
mary witnesses to his birth were not 
kosher Jews but Orientals. 

Again, it’s difficult to know why 
this was put in if it did not happen, 
for it added nothing to Matthew’s 
case- Yet even though it may have 
been difficult for his readers to 
accept, this episode of the Nativity 
shows the God of Abraham and 
Moses using people beyond trad- 
itional and territorial boundaries. He 
is, after all, a God without frontiers. 
Dieu sans frontiOres. 

As Jesus grew up and embarked 
on his public ministry he was forever 
undermining and subverting the 
categories that made people feel 
safe. His practice of including those 
who were excluded made him look 
tike a walking, personified Social 
Inclusion Unit You name it and he 
included it 

A leper, whose rotting flesh 
barred him from the community, he 
touched with the silky grace of 
Diana. A prostitute, whose sexuality 
was seized by money not love, be 
allowed to touch bis own body. A 
Samaritan, who to his audience had 
all the kudos of an American in Iraq, 
he saluted for his compassion. An 
tax inspector; filthy rich from ex- 
acting and extracting money from 
his own people to fill the coffers of 
a despised and occupying dictator- 
ship, be befriended. Is it any wonder 
that they could not cope with this 
subversive and unpredictable mercy 









A detail from the Adoration of the Magi (1598) by Jan Brueghel the Elder 


venturer? The only way they could 
handle Him was to manhandli* him 
on to a cross. In all their dealings 
with him and through all their ques- 
tioning of him as to who was in or 
out of God’s Kingdom, included or 
excluded, they could not nail him 
down, so they nailed his body to wood 
to silence the questions with which 
he answered theirs. 

It disturbed them that forgiveness 
was the word that was often on his 
lips. It was always in his heart. He 
could call a spade a spade and 
Herod a fox and religious leaders 


hypocrites. He could preach hell-fire 
with all the vim of Ian Paisley. But 
he could never hide that gutwrendj- 
ing compassion that always em- 
braced the outsider. There was 
nobody beyond the pale of Gods love. 
Hie least the last and the lost - 
these were his priority 
TO save them was his mission. 
That’s why he was bom into this 
world. That's what his name, 
“Jesus”, means: “God saves”. He 
rescues the outsider the outcast the 
excluded. He also exposes the truth 
that we’re all both agents and vie- 
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Pandora 


ALL appears not to be well in the 
joint restaurant empire of Marco 
Pierre White and the Granada 
group, since they launched a joint 
venture last year. Suspicions were 
raised when people wishing to 
book for the Grill Room at the Cafe 
Royal found staff hesitant to take 
bookings, or were referred to 
another of White's restaurants, the 
Oak Room. Moreover a rumour 
has been circulating that a number 
of Grill Room staff were dismis sed 
earlier this week A call to the 
publicity department of Forte 
Hotels, the relevant arm of 
Granada, solicited a prepared 
statement “Both joint-venture 
parties are currently reviewing the 
positioning of the Grill Room and 
considering various opportunities 
for the restaurant in future." 
Unfortunately, Pandora's attempts 
to contact Marco to discuss the 
future of the Grill Room met with 
no response. 


THE NEWS Of Peter Mandelson’s 
resignation was too much for the 
designer Nicky Haslam. Has lam 
has spoken to Pandora before 
about his liking for Mandy (see 
28 August) and was 
understandably upset when 
Pandora broke the news to him. 
"Good God, I didn’t know that 


Tin stunned,'* spluttered Haslam. 
“I’m so stunned I don’t 
really know wtaat to . ■> 

say” With that, veg? 

Nidty made his _ V 

excuses and rang 

Haslam could 

cheer Mandy . 

up by doing a wl 

interior re- A 

designing 

at his 'jf 


ONE burning question 
that arises from 
Mandy’s resignation is 
what will happen to his i 
faithful servant j 

Benjamin Wegg- a 

Prosser. Oofy, as he is Jj 
endearingly known, Ha 
would surely not 
relish being 
lumbered with a 
low-key role, any 
more than his boss 
would. So how will the 
dqyen of so many 
newspaper 
columnists, who have 
no doubt enjoyed 



dealing with him as much as 
Pandora has, survive? Oofy Oofy 
- - . give Pandora a call; let 
us know you’re all 

em fS Santa? Well, if yon 
wL work for Harrods then 
Ki. £ it is important that 
iHgAgl you do. How 
BteSIfe' important this Is was 
S&f demonstrated a few 
weeks ago when a 
fP§g§B. photographer colleague 
fa;.;^#of Pandora's called the 
Harrods press office to 
§Rg|fj§ ask for some shots of 
||||g* their own Santa. “As 
|1 |§M teng as you realise it is 
j pp BB the real Father 

Christinas," the Harrods 
r ';v’yW PR woman warned. 
I|H Despite the 
IgSM photographer informing 
||1H her that he no longer 
W: 'jfR believed in Santa, she 
§|§M persisted with the fantasy 
aa§W ad- When the 

f photographer asked if it 
I would be all right to snap 
I their Santa having a cup of 
' tea, the PR replied: “Oh no. 
he has a magic dust in his 
pockets, so he doesn’t need to 
have a tea break." Ho. Ho, Ho. 


Tlffi IMPEACHMENT of President 
Clinton has proved a real boon to 
bars on both sides of the Atlantic. 
TUffy Vetter; a bar manager of the 
Daily Grill in Washington, has 

named a new cocktail after the 
crisis, “Impeachraenthe" - half 
peach schnapps and half white 
creme de menthe. But TUffyis no t 
alone. Janet Evans, owner of 
Janet’s Bar in South Kensington, 
has produced her own version, the 
“Impeach" - peach schnapps, 
orange juice and cream. “It’s 
washed down with a Monica 
Lewinslfy chaser," Evans told 
Pandora. 

♦ 

pandora hears that the 

Deputy Prime Minister, John 
^escotL has recently been the 
wetun of a misunderstanding. 
Pwjngat a restaurant outside 

a?kST^ 5 ^ eks , a ^’ ***** 

asked the waitress for some 

tSS 5 ” 8 “ ps "' Uofi >rtunateiy, 

be waitress in question was jnst 
“wmgaway from the table 

ttsgsstsr*- 

gaarjsw 


application forms to Bin Laden, 
but they are increasingly question- 
ing the wisdom of integration. 

Another meeting which I did not 
attend this week was one organised 
by some Muslim students who want 
to create a structure which “has j! 
nothing to do with the lies about ■ 
democracy and this anti-Muslim * 
state". This should worry the Prime j 
Minister; and if he wishes to.con- 
verse I am available, now that I have 
stopped crying, anytime, anyplace. 


tims of exclusion through what we 
say and do to one another We all 
need rescuing. That’s why the 
Christmas story of God’s grand plan 
of inclusion acted out in Jesus Christ • 
is good news; not just for a pregnant ' 
teenager and an asylum-seeking ; 
family, but for all the world an this ; 
silent and holy night ! 

Silent night! Holy night! ! 

Son of God, love’s pure light; j 
Radiant beams thy holy face \ 
With the daum of saving grace^ 1 
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth, |p ! 

Jesus, Lord at Thy birth. '■ 
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WITH VIRGINIA IRONSIDE 


I want to avoid a family Christmas 

Geraldine is dreading Christmas because her stepfather bullies her mother - although her mother doesn’t appear to 
mind - and he organises Christmas differently from the way it was done when her father was alive. Her brother’s children 
also make her feel poignantly aware of her single, childless status. Could she be ‘ill’, and avoid the occasion? 


VIRGINIA’S ADVICE 


I DON’T think I've met anyone this year 
who isn’t dreading Christmas. Is it the 
ghastly build-up and the knowledge that 
however nice our Christmases are, 
they’re unlikely to live up to the standard 
presented by the media? Is it the fact that 
as you get older someone is nearly al- 
ways missing from the Christmas scene 
- a divorced father, a dead parent? Is it 
the poignant memory of wonderful 
Christmases past that can never be re- 
captured? Is it the memory of stressful 
childhood Christmases? 

Because my great-aunt was also my 


headmistress, my parents and I used to 
have gloomy Christmas lunches at a 
long, greasy, school trestle table in the 
dismal school dining-room, with nothing 
to drink but a jug of water Afterwards 
1 would be given an improving book about 
architecture, unwrapped. 

Now, 1 would give anything to go into 
a hole and hide during what's laughingly 
known as the “festive season". 

So why don't I? 1 could at least, like 
several friends, take a holiday to India 
and avoid it ail. And why do I think that 
Geraldine, if she possibly' can, should 


cover herself with protective emotional 
spray and spend at least Christmas 
lunch, if nothing else, with her family? 

Christmas, even though the majority 
of us forget it or couldn't give a pin, is 
basically a religious festivaL When we're 
in deep trouble, most of us, even non- 
believers. find ourselves automatically 
sending up a prayer to someone. Keep- 
ing this someone in mind fora couple of 
hours once a year is surely, if nothing 
else, insurance. Then, there is the fam- 
ily. We all bemoan the death of the fam- 
ily, but by copping out we're adding to 


the rot. Blood is thicker than water and 
however much we loathe our relations, 
most of them will rally round us in time 
of trouble, just out of duty if nothing else. 
It's worth touching base once a year. 

Christmas is a time when you have to 
give presents - yes, even to people you 
can't stand, and even to people who have 
everything. But giving and receiving 
from people you dislike is good for the 
soul, even if you're cursing underneath. 

So this year Geraldine should go. re- 
membering that Christmases past can 
never be recreated, and that if her 


mother doesn't mind the way her hus- 
band treats her, then it's none of Geral- 
dine's business to get angry about it Who 
knows, her mum may have a masochis- 
tic streak and secretly get turned on by 
being ordered about And if Geraldine 
feels lonely and barren when faced with 
her nephews and nieces, she should re- 
member that their little lives are en- 
riched by the presence of a kindly aunt 
Maybe they'll barely talk to her, but she 
should be there partly for their sake, to 
add to their feeling of security that they 
have a big loving family around them. 


But there is a way out and although 
it's too late for Geraldine to employ it 
now, she should plan it Cor next year. She 
should hold Christmas for the family at 
her house. She should also invite a po- 
lite friend as a “bulking agent". 7 have 
often been used at family Christmases 
as a kind of fybogeL simply because a 
stranger's presence makes everyone 
behave themselves. The stepfather will 
not dream of bullying the mother Geral- 
dine can have Christmas “ber" way. and 
rather than feel like a sad little spinster 
sbe will feel like a powerful hostess. 
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Make a deal with your mother 
I really sympathise with Geraldine. As 
a manager in a London department 
store, the last thing I want to do is drive 
150 miles to spend less than 48 hours with 
my mother and sisters and their children 
- who are naturally quite a handful. 

Unfortunately my parents separated 
a few years ago, which made the decision 
to spend Chris tmas in London much 
more difficult. Geraldine should make a 
deal with her mother. What I do now is 
spend a weekend at the beginning of De- 
cember with rpy mother doing Christmas 
shopping and spending time together W? 
both eqjoy it and look forward to seeing 
each other at this time. 

JEREMY EATON 
London SE10 

Sacrifice yourself and go 
I too am a 35-year-old singleton with a 
stressful job, but Christmas can make me 
behave like a 15-year-old. I rarely or 
never row with family -except at Christ- 
mas. My parents are finding their own 


way of living together now that the chil- 
dren have left home and 1 respect their 
right to do so; but at the moment it seems 
to consist of the two of them constantly 
bickering in a way that makes spending 
time with them stressful. 

This makes me think every year 
about not going home for “the day itself" 
but, it seems, only having a famil y ofyour 
own gives you the cast-iron right to spend 
Christmas by yourself. In the end I will 
be going, and I think I would advise 
Geraldine to go too. 

For me. buying loads of presents 
that give people pleasure, having a few 
drinks, helping with the cooking and a 
dose of teeth -gritting are worth it for my 
mother to be able to say to her friends 
that she is “having the uriiole family over 
at Christmas”. 

ANONYMOUS 

Spend the day with your friends 
It would be wrong for Geraldine to feign 
illness; she should tell her mother out- 
right that she is having Christmas with 


friends this year. She doesn't have to say 
she hates her family Christmas, just that 
she owes it to her friends. 

Yes, her mother will be upset - mine 
was when I dropped the “family" Christ- 
mas 23 years ago, but she soon got over 
it and I now have the Christmas I 


choose (with ray partner) without the 
tyranny of fractious nephews and nieces, 
grumpy aunts and uncles, or enforced 
eating and drinking. Go for it, Geraldine 
- break loose; vou will not regret it! 
ADAM WATSON 
London WCl 


NEXT WEEK'S DILEMMA 


Dear Virginia, / am a single man of 
30. 1 have the occasional girlfriend 
and once I was in love and wanted 
to get married, but it didn't work 
out. I have a good friend, a single 
woman of my own age, and we 
spend a lot of time together. 
Recently, however, she’s hinted 
that she wants the relationship to 
be sexual. She insists it is just sex 
she is after, nothing more. I find her 
quite attractive, and in some ways 
this would suit me, but I don’t love 
her, and l worry that sex might 


destroy our friendship. She says 
we’re old enough not to let that 
happen.What do you think? 

Yours sincerely, Max 

Anyone who has adince quoted wiB 
be sent a bouquet jrom Imerflora. 
Please send letters and dilemmas 
to Virginia Ironside. "The 
Independent', 1 Canada Square. 
Canary Wharf London E14 5 DL; 
fax 01 71-293 2182; e-mail dilemmas 
(S independent. co.uk - giving a 
postal address far the bouquet 


Compromise is best 
Be honest, resolute and prepared to com- 
promise. Tell your mother that you wish 
to spend Christmas in your own home 
this yean but will visit them either im- 
mediately before or after. You could 
send Sowers - and telephone on Christ- 
mas morning. 

Doing this confirms you are part of 
the family (warts and alii), but are also 
breaking free of a gathering that caus- 
es you stress. 

AUDREY ROTHERHAM 
Surbiton, Surrey 

Grit your teeth and endure 
Geraldine should realise that there 
are thousands, maybe millions of 
us, who do not want to spend 
Christmas with the family'’ Her 
family has its ways of making ber 
feel bad; everyone else’s families 
have theirs. She must grit her teeth, 
tell herself it's only one day, and look 
forward to Boxing Day and New Year. 
Fbr obvious reasons. Anonymous 
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^OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS JUMBO CROSSWORDS 

CRYPTIC CLUES 


By Phi CONCISE CLUES 


Across 

13 Monstrous creature 
with unexpected ur- 
ban roots ( 10 ) 

No turning back? 
But good man turns, 
after consideration 
( 2 , 6 , 8 ) 

Group of soldiers in- 
volved in munitions 
(4» 

Another newspaper 
carries important in- 
formation of mo- 
ment? (4-7) 

Yarn about ill bred 
dramatist (10) 

One may get fee af- 
ter penning article 
curtailed from lack 
of interest (6) 

Cs and Ms formed 
by cake decorations? 
(8.3,9) 

US musical creating 
stir in US state (8) 
Exhumed dead - 
isn't accepting one 
made a mistake (13) 
Old doctor 
shelter to 
(5) 

Studies crime as 
crime? ( 10 ) 
Contrivances of 
French crimes (7) 
World is blurry, un- 
known, through half- 
closed eyes? (8) 
Suspend activities of 
professional crook 
( 8 ) 

Lawsuit involving 
scoundrel falls (7) 
Charge on bond 
■ ■ about to come down 
( 10 ) 

38 Hand over film for 
developing in Welsh 
port (7,5) 

39 The manufacture of 
clothing could be ad- 
dictive (5-7) 

41 Place ship around 
front of smart turn 
out GO) 

42 Wobbly sea-legs, al- 
ways the same (7) 

43 United leading the 
way amongst divi- 
sion’s newly-promot- 
ed teams? (8) 

44 Long jail sentence a 
blow? Here’s sup- 
port for those floun- 
dering (8) 

46 Unionist, lead in g 
one, having a new 
ideal (7) 

47 Marijuana in pow- 
« dery heap - mind! 

M (6,4) 


14 




17 


21 


.23 

ft 

-25 


26 


28 

30 

32 


33 


35 


Chap going 
capital of Hungary (a 


round 


49 


European city) (5 

50 Prepares songs fbr 
court activities? 
(4^,5) 

53 Front of battalion 
notice lights in 
wasteground (8) 

54 Gamekeeper’s story 
unsuitable for 
maids? (4.11,5) 

56 Insect sugar-crop 
left reduced by 50% 
( 6 ) 

57 Party are all upset 
about Arab countries 
with certain financial 
links (6,4) 

59 Indicate woman and 
man to be whipped 
( 11 ) 

60 Greatest feeling of 
offence, we hear (4> 

61 Psephologists re- 
sponsible for choos- 
ing the President? 
(9,7) 

62 Unearths an unusual 
opera (10) 


Down 


10 


11 


112 


> i 


$1000 - and keep it 
(juiet - gets you facil- 
ities for key players 

(5.5) 

ed heading for 
idaTs rising 100 
(4) 

writer to attempt 
a particular genre 
( 6 ) 

Indian burial ground 
unlikely to be at- 
tacked by cowboys? 

(3.5) 

Now it’s Christmas? 
(7-3) 

Western heroines 
dress up in hoods (3- 
5) 

Footwear adds 
something decora- 
tive to a girl (3-5) 

It’s responsibility, 
working with our 
people (4) 

Looked around 
church, though not 
informally (8) 

Irish play - but it’s 
the English, with an 
inch to spare! 

(4J5,5,6) 

Encourage those at- 
tacking tne under- 
growth with 
choppers (3-7) 
Retained a hint of 
temperance (though 
y flushed exter- 
fy) (6) 



20 


22 


24 


27 

29 


Observe the loud 
sound of the birds 
from Norway? (12) 


Arranged closure 
during journey (7-4) 
Artists, as it were, in 
a desperate state 
(4,7) 

Negro spiritual pre- 
sented as jazz with a 
touch of blues - very 
pleasant -No. 10 in 
nit parade (5JSJ5.7) 

See Henry escape in 
the dusk (4-5) 

Change the last word 
(editor’s No2 intend- 
ed to ditch-article). _(9)_ 


30 Bandit the subject of 
a hunt - business in- 
volving heads of Spe- 
cial Police (9) 

31 A case near to 
labour? This may en- 
sue (9) 

32 Surprise name given 
to institute after re- 
ceiving millions (9) 

34 Han gin g on to make 
circuit around East- 
ern ocean (9) 

35 Pass round a sink 
that’s a fuel container 
(4,7) 

37 Respond to ‘A penny 
for your thoughts’? 

ILLS) 


40 Unbridled cavalry I 
deem reckless (5-3-4) 

45 All over the 
gazetteer? (10) 

47 Discourtesy in busi- 
ness centre involving 
one largely despica- 
ble (10) 

48 Historical period re- 
vealing wizards 
grasping conundrum? 
Not right (6,4) 

50 Vigorous American 
twee imprisoned for 
twenty-four hours (8) 

51 Mamed existence al- 
lowed to be sent up in 

broadcast (8) 


53 


55 


Delivers works of a 
reflective nature (8) 
Singer? Mean to 
bring in one with 
grand style (8) 
Handsome young 
man with a head of 


hair, attracting love 
( 6 ) 

56 Religious academic 
has raised a central 
point about founder of 
religion (6) 

58 Sraml, pert.. (4) 

60 ...and almost rich (4) 


Down 

1 Showing the effects 
of two sets of tradi- 
tions (10) 

2 Aberdonian, say (4) 

3 Frown ed-upon pun- 
ishment for children 
( 6 ) 

4 Usual state (U.S) (8) 

5 Light musical drama 
(5,5) 

6 Someone with idle 
thumbs? (8) 

7 Pertinent (8) 

8 Present (4) 

9 Lawyer (8) 

10 Novel by James Een- 
imore Cooper 
(3,4,2,3,8) 

11 Interfering (10) 

12 Reviewer «.6> 

15 300th anniversary 

( 12 ) 

20 Unpleasant (11) 

22 Dealing with life ill) 
24 It won’t stand up in 
court (12,8) 

27 Irritable (9) 

29 With slvness (9) 

30 Whit (9*) 

31 What’s produced by 
medium (9) 

32 Middle-class (9) 

34 E.g. the Christmas 
rose (9) 

35 Telepathy (4-7) 

37 Healing (li) 

40 No. 2 (6,6) 

45 Coverings during 

decorating (4-6) 

47 Very softly (10) 

48 Literary assistant 
( 10 ) 

50 Building containing 
fruit-trees (8) 

51 Self-centred (8) 

52 Location of a French 
cathedral (8) 

53 Sufficient (8) 

55 Tightwad (6) 

56 Remained in hiding 
(3J3) 

58 Understand (4) 

60 Game requiring a 
table (4) 

WIN 

THE NEW SHORTER OXFORD 
ENGLISH DICTIONARY 

HOWTO ENTER. 

The sender of the first correct cryptic solution and the first 
correct concise solution will each win Hie New Shorter Ox- 
ford English Dictionary. The first five cryptic runners-up and 
the first five concise runners-up each win The Oxford Dictionary 
of 20th Century Quotations. 

Mark your entries “Concise Jumbo" or "Cryptic Jumbo” and 
send them to PO Box 401 5, 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, 
London E14 5DL. Entries should arrive by noon on Thurs- 
day 14th January. Solutions and winners' names will appear 
on Saturday 16th January. 


Across 

13 Ebol GO) 

14 Inexperienced 
(3,6, 3,4) 

16 Only fair? (4) 

17 Friendship (11) 

18 Cave-dweller (10) 

19 Short piano pieces 
( 6 ) 

21 Poem by Keats 

(2.5.4. 4.5) 

23 In a chilly manner 
( 8 ) 

25 Initial use of weapon- 
ry (5,6) 

26 Woodwind instru- 
ments (5) 

28 In the manner of a 
march (mus.) (4,6) 

30 Strong-smelling (7) 

32 With resentment (8) 

33 Flair-skinned fellow 
(5.3) 

35 Mosque feature (7) 

36 Stomach-turning (10) 

38 Biology, etc. (4,8) 

39 Essex woods (6,6) 

41 Campanologist (4-6) 

42 In general (7) 

43 Member of a small 
ruling class (8> 

44 Puns, etc. (8) 

46 Sonnet or symphony, 
say (3,4) 

47 Corridor (10) 

49 Follow <5) 

50 Cursory remarks 

(6.5) 

53 Large breed of dog 
(8) 

54 Almost is not good 
enough 
(1,4A2,4&1.4> 

56 Prison (4-2) 

57 Superfluous item 
( 10 ) 

59 Town in Dorset (11) 

60 Weak (4) 

61 Proof of age (5,11) 

62 Superman s city (10) 
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6/OBITUARIES 


William 


Gaddis 


WILLIAM GADDIS was among the 
most important of the new Ameri- 
can novelists to appear after the 
Second World War. He was also 
among the most undervalued - 
perhaps not surprisingly, for his 
work, encyclopaedic, anagrammat- 
ic, intricately carpentered and con- 
structed, was never to every taste. 

Perhaps it was unfortunate that 
his first novel. The Recognitions 
<.1955>, a 956-page tour deforce on 
fraudulence, counterfeiting, and the 
deceptions of art and religion, with 
a cast of some 50 characters, ap- 
peared in the 1950s. It was not a time 
given to literary experiment and the 
book was subjected to much hostile 
reviewing - “a sobering experi- 
ence’ 1 , reflected Gaddis. 

But it did find its own band of 
readers, was passed from hand to 
hand among students, deeply ad- 
mired by fellow authors (Bellow, 
Doc to row), celebrated by Tony 
Tanner in his masterly 1971 study 
of modern American fiction, City 
qfWords. Finally it came to be seen 
as perhaps the first “postmodern’ 1 
novel a forerunner of the fiction of 
Thomas Pynchon and John Barth. 

Possibly because of the poor 
press response to his first novel 
Gaddis took 20 more years to pro- 
duce his second, JJR. ( 1975), a satir- 
ical comedy about an li-year-old 
high-school boy who learns the 
rules of speculation and becomes a 
successful capitalist, exploiting the 
games that money lets us play. 

Again, the book is massive, cen- 
tred around a notion of extreme con- 
spiracy, and deeply concerned with 
linguistic and lexical codes. The 
novel’s first word is “Money” -“spo- 
ken in a voice that rustled” - and 
money is the interconnective tissue 
of this vast sprawling manipulating 
world. Language itself is manipu- 
lated, and the took belongs to that 
body of lexical fiction where the na- 
ture of language, codes and dis- 
course is always under test Modem 
information theory, cybernetics, is 
used to code and structure the 
novel - a game of “noise 11 and si- 
lence. This time the novel was well 
received, earning its author the 
National Book Award. 

Tten years later Gaddis produced 
Carpenter's Gothic (1985) - a book 
whose title said much about the na- 
ture of his work. “Carpenter’s Goth- 
ic" is an American style of domestic 
architecture where grand Euro- 
pean designs are adapted and re- 


HRAIR. MAROUKHIAN headed the 
leading political party in the 
Armenian diaspora for nearly a 
quarter of a century. 

The Armenian Revolutionary 
Federation (ART), or Dash nak party, 
is not only a political parly, buta way 
of life for its members, particularly 
in the diaspora communities of the 
Middle East from where Maroukhi- 
an came, and in the United States. 
Besides its political activities, the 
party runs a series of newspapers, 
social clubs, youth groups and 
scouting organisations, and has 
strong influence over parts of the 
Armenian Church. 

By the 1970s, when Maroukhian 
was elected chairman of the party’s 
highest tody, the Bureau - a posi- 
tion to which he was re-elected 
six times - the party was a rather 
timid shadow of its former sell 
rooted in its Middle Eastern setting. 
Maroukhian transformed it into 
an aggressive anti-Turkish body 
waging a world-wide campaign to 
force Turkey to admit guilt for 
the massacres of more than one 
million Armenians in Anatolia and 
the expulsion of almost the entire 
Armenian community in the Ot- 
toman Empire in the early years of 
this centuiy 

Accused fay the Turks of being the 
sponsors of terrorist attacks on 
Turkish diplomats from the mid- 
1970s, the Dashnaks always dis- 
tanced themselves from Armenian 
terror groups. However, as late as 
1993 Maroukhian was denied entry 
to Canada, as the authorities there 
suspected the party of links to 


IT IS one of the boxing game’s 
great adages that the measure of a 
boxer's spirit is his ability to accept 
defeat and, more importantly, to 
get up after a knockdown, writes 
Frank Gray. Archie Moore lobitu- 
ary by Bob Mee, 11 December] 
fought many wars -notably against 
Rocky Marciano, whom he knocked 
down once but who rose up and 
pounded his way through Moore's 


carpentered for more humble cir- 
cumstances, producing “a patch- 
work of conceits, borrowings, 
deceptions” It was a fair description 
of his own flavour; for the novel ex- 
ploits many of the generic aspects 
of Gothic and sensational fiction 
without ceasing to have an air of 
parody. Gaddis's parody was in- 
tensely serious, however, his theme 
being the corruption - political 
artistic, financial and linguistic - of 
the modem American world in 
its age of hyper-reality- At this 
time. Penguin reissued all his books 
in paperback 

Since then Gaddis produced one 
further book, A Frolic of His Own 
(1994). As JJFL begins with the word 
“Money”, this begins with the word 
“Justice?”, and is an elaborate com- 
edy of the role of the law and legis- 
lation in American society. This 
book has an increased topicality now 


The title of the 
novel said much 
about the nature 
of his work. 
i Carpentei'’s 
Gothic 9 is an 
American style of 
architecture 
adapting grand 
European designs 
for more humble 
circumstances 



The author of perhaps the first ‘postmodern’ novel - The Recognitions, 1955 


that the American legal system has 
succeeded in allowing a small inci- 
dent in an Arkansas hotel to devel- 
op, through a series of ever more 
absurd accusations and claims for 
restitution, Into the grounds of im- 
peaching a president “Every pro- 
fession is a conspiracy against the 
public.’ 1 Gaddis writes wrily. “every 
profession protects itself with a 
language of its own.” 

Gaddis's themes have been cen- 
tral to modem American fiction in 
the age of Pynchon, Barth and 


DeLillo; he has been a major ex- 
perimental writer who, over time, 
has greatly Influenced many. Yet 
there was always a sense in which 
his own work was a frolic of his own, 
to some degree protected by a 
language of its own. 

William Gaddis had strong 
literary credentials. Bom to an af- 
fluent family in New %rk City, he 
went to Harvard and, like so many 
American writers, edited The Har- 
vard Lampoon. Buta drunken brawl 
ended his university career, and he 


went to work for the New Yorker. He 
then travelled a good deal in Latin 
America, settled in Greenwich Vil- 
lage (where he knew the “Beats”), 
then worked in Spain and Paris as a 
freelance author and speech-writer 
At various times he worked for 
American international corpora- 
tions and witnessed American 
Intervention in foreign lands, some- 
thing that earned his satirical 
rage. Behind Gaddis's language 
experiments, his game-plans, Ms 
dever ironies, there was always a po- 


litical bitterness and a battle against 
the inauthentic. He was a man of 
great charm, wit and intelligence. 
Before he died, William Gaddis had 
completed another novel Agape. His 
was an unusual but a major literary 
careeqand one hopes it will earn him 
full recognition. 

Malcolm Bradbury 


W&iam Gaddis, writer, bam flew 
York 29 December 1922: died 
East Hampton. New York 16 
December 1996. 


Hrair Maroukhian 



Maroukhian 
waged a world- 
wide campaign to 
force Turkey to 
admit guilt for 
the massacres of 
one million 
Armenians in 
Anatolia 


the perpetrators of two attacks on 
Turkish targets in Canada in the 
early 1980s. 

The ARE 1 - founded in Tiflis in 
1890 - was always an alliance of 
strong nationalists and revolution- 
aiy socialists. Maroukhian was a 
strong ideologue who defended 
the party's socialist identity, to 
the displeasure of some members 
who felt it should shed its socialist 
heritage. 

True to its revolutionary origins, 
the ARF remained a secretive, con- 
spiratorial party, suspicious of out- 
siders. It was banned fly the Soviet 
authorities after they took power 
in Armenia in 1920 from the short- 
lived Dashnak-led government The 
Dashnaks remained fiercely anti- 
Soviet until the early 1980s, when 
KGB infil tration and the changing in- 
ternational dimate caused a re- 


think among senior ARF leaders, 
who were won over to the view that 
the Soviet Union had at least pre- 
served Armenian identity and a 
piece of territory the Armenians 
could call their own. 

The party revived its activities in 
Armenia in the late 1980s and- with 
national independence once again in 
sight - the ARF leadership official- 
ly relocated to Armenia in August 
1990. Maroukhian was able to visit 
the country and engage in its volatile 
politics. The Dashnaks took a hard 
line in the conflict with Azerbaijan 
over Nagorno-Karabakh, an enclave 
whose Armenian majority were 
fighting for independence from 
Azerbaijan, and on Turkey. 

Levon Ter- Petrosyan, who in 1991 
became independent Armenia’s first 
president, was increasingly intoler- 
ant of Dashnak criticism of his gov- 


ernment Such differences of 
opinion became even sharper 
when Maroukhian alleged that Ter- 
Petrosyan had acted as a KGB in- 
former when he was a student 
In June 1992 Ter-Petrosyan an- 
nounced in a televised speech that 
he was pg ppiHng Maro ukhian from 
Armenia and banned him from any 
future visits. 

Maroukhian, by now a Greek cit- 
izen, was in Armenia awaiting the 
convention of the 25th ARF World 
Congress which was to be held in 
Armenia for the first time since 1919. 
Maroukhian complied with Ter- 
Petrosyan's request stating that 
the ARF would dot incite dvil unrest 
in the homeland. The World Con- 
gress had to be postponed and con- 
vened later in another venue. 

Maroukhian could do little but 
watch from Athens as relations be- 
tween the Armenian government 
and the Dashnak-tinged elements of 
the diaspora worsened. In Decem- 
ber 1994 Ter-Petrosyan banned the 
ARF from operating in Armenia, al- 
leging that it was engaged in a cam- 
paign of terrorism and subversion. 

Born in 1928 in Iran. Maroukhi- 
an was an en g ineer by training and 
profession, though politics was his 
passion. He joined the ARF as a 
young man and assumed leadership 
posts in the party, serving as chair- 
man of the Central Committee in 
Iran. In 1963 the 18th ARF World 
Congress elected him to the Bureau. 
He served on the Bureau continu- 
ously, becoming chairman in 197L 
He was based initially in Beirut 
but moved to Athens with his 


family during the Lebanese civil 
war when the party headquarters 
transferred to Greece. 

By the time of his expulsion from 
Armenia in 1992, Maroukhian's long 
political career at the helm of the 
Dashnaks was about to end. In July 
1994, while he was sw immin g in the 
Mediterranean off Athens, he suf- 
fered a massive brain aneurysm. He 
fell into a coma from which he 
would never recover. He was cared 
for at home by his wife and family, 
kept alive by tubes and fluids. He lost 
his position as Bureau chairman and 
was barely mentioned even by the 
Dashnak press. 

This year Ter- Petrosyan’s suc- 
cessor as Armenian president, 
Robert Kocharian, moved to defuse 
the hostility to the Dashnaks in Ar- 
menia itself In May be lifted the ban 
on the party and revoked Ter- 
Petrosyan’s ban on Maroukhian’s 
entry into Armenia. But by this 
time Maroukhian was unaware of his 
political rehabilitation in what he 
considered his homeland 

Although he was preparing to 
move permanently to live in Arme- 
nia at the time of his expulsion, 
Maroukhian never fulfilled his 
dream. Armenia will however be his 
resting place. 


Felix Corley 


Hrair Maroukhian, politician : 
bom Kermanshah, Iran 1928; 
Chairman, Dashnak Bureau 
J971 : 9 1 b-.married. 1958 Anahit 
Ter-Sarkissian (two sons, two 
daughters); died Athens 21 
December 1998. 





Bill Gregson 


DURING THE 1960s and 1970s, at 
the time of the White Heat of the 
technological revolution, a number 
of industrialists - who never 
revealed their personal voting pref- 
erences - were of great help to the 
Wilson opposition, the 1964-70 
government, and the 1974-79 gov- 
ernment Such a one was Bill 

Gregson of Ferranti, champion 

extraordinary of the importance 

of computer-controlled m ach i n e 

tools, who later became deputy 
chair m an of the British Airports 

Authority (1975-85). 

Gregson was outstandingly in- 
fluential with pohtidans, parity on ac- 
count of his ability to put incisive 
questions, and to offer practical 
ways of addressing complex prob- 
lems arid moving forward. He not 
only posed questions but repeated- 
ly ramp up with sensible answers. He 
was a man of technological vision. 

He came of a family of colliery 
agents, who owned the engineering 
firm of Smith and Gregson, which 
was nationalised in 1948. He was al- 
ways grateful for flip education he 
received, particularly in mathemat- 
ics and physics, at King William’s 
College on the Isle of Man. After a 
period at Faraday House Engineer- 
ing College he joined the RAF in 
1941 and, such was his skill in the 
m mmimira ti nns field, he rose to be 
a squadron leader by the time he 
was 24. 

His w art im e experience ted to the 
position of technical sales manager 
of Ffernanti in Edinburgh in 1946, and 
after five years he was promoted to 
the same job in London which he 
occupied until 1959. Returning to 
Scotland as assistant general 
irumagRr of the huge Pilton plant he 
was involved in the many contro- 
versies which surrounded Fbrranti’s 
contracts at that time. 

My first encounters with him 
were extremely sharp. He was angry 
that I had suggested to the Public Ac- 
counts Committee, of which I was a 
very junior member; that Ferranti 
ought to be brought before them to 
examine the Bloodhound project, the 
missile on which Ferranti’ s were al- 
leged to have made huge profits and 
as a result ofwhich Basil de Fhrranti 
was hauled before the Public Ac- 
counts Committee of the House of 
Commons and required to give some 
money back to the Treasury. 

Gregson thought that raw politi- 
cians ought to understand that com- 
panies should make healthy profits 
on one military development project 
in order to have the wherewithal to 
finance other projects military and 
rivfl. However his personal rela- 
tions were extremely good and like 
others with whom he had dashed I 
became a firm, lifelong friend. 

Gregson was extremely active in 
the British Electrotechnical and 
Allied Manufacturers Associations 
(Beama), and its president in 1983- 
81 Gordon Gaddes, Director-General 
of Beama from 1982 to 1985, de- 
scribes him as “charming, incisive, 
determined and deeply committed. 
I remember especially one contri- 
bution he made which reflected his 
influence and persuasiveness and 
lasted for several years. “Gordon, 1 he 
said, ‘You need presidents from the 
very top of our industry.' " 

He then invited the leaders of the 
engineering industry to dinner at the 
Cafe Royal and the level of accep- 
tance was, remembers Gaddes “sur- 
prisingly high”. The chairmen and 
chief executives alike agreed with 
Gregson when challenged to take up 
his mantle. Later, in succession, 
Beama presidents were to include 
Sir William Barlow, chairman of the 
Post Office and BICC, Viscount Weir 
of G J. Weir and Co pump manufac- 
turers, (he Hon Geoffrey Wilson, 
chairman of Delta, Sir Terence 
Harrison, chairman and chief exec- 
utive of Rolls Royce, and Sir Robert 
Davidson of GEC AIs thorn - “all”, 
says Gaddes, “as a result of 
Gregson's dinner”. 

Outside Ferranti, where he had a 



Letting managers manage 


Archie Moore 


good relationship with Sir Donald 
McCallum, his contemporary and, 
general manager, Gregson was a to 1 
rector of British Itelecom Scotland 
(1977-85)* of Anderson Strathclyde, 
the coalmine equipment manufac- 
turers, of Brammer decfromc en- 
gineers (1978-86), and of East of 
Scotland Industrial Investments. 

He was consultant to ICI and also 
found time to be the chairman of the 
Scottish General Practitioners Sup- 
port Unit (1971-79) and deputy chair- 
man of the Scottish Council for 
Development and Industry. 

I record this sample of bis vari- 
ous positions to indicate that he was 
a man who had a finger in every in- 
dustrial pie north of the border - and 
with benevolent effect Perhaps Ver- 
non Murphy now the Director of the 
Scottish Airports Authority and as a 
young man Director of Aberdeen 
Airport puts his finger on why 
Gregson was so effective: 

“The wonderful contribution 
which Bill made to the business of 
Scottish airports was that he played 
an active role using his wide expe- 
rience of Scottish business in dis- 
cussing and advising on issues, 
without ever straying over the divide 
of letting managers manage. That is 
somewhat unusual in people of his 
elevated position. 

“He applied this to all levels of the 
business, and took a particular in- , 
terest in the so-called outlying Jir 
areas, the Highlands and Islands and 
Aberdeen." 

It is indeed a rare quality among 
businessmen talking to politicians 
not to be hectoring and Gregson’s 
questions, smile and chuckle were 
more effective than any amount of 

hectoring and lecturing. I think it was 
this sensitivity to other people's 
difficulties which endeared him to 
successive Secretaries of State for 
Scotland, particularly the late Willie 
Ross, who thought Gregson was 
one of his most valuable advisers. 

Gregson spent a great deal of time 

as a board member of Livingston 
New Town between 1968 and 1976, 
years when 1 was constituency 
Member of Parliament for two-fifths i 
of Livingston. Seeing him at close 
quarters he was extraordinarily per- 
suasive in securing overseas in- 
vestment, particularly from the 
United States. 

The late Herb Allen, who was to 
bring the Cameron Ironworks -to be 
thebiggest forge in Europe-to Liv- 
ingston at the start of the North Sea 
ofl industry; confided that one of the 
reasons that he had come to Liv- 
ingston with his huge and welcome 
investment was that his grandfather 
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had been a shale miner in West 
Lothian and the other was the't rans- 
parent technical competence ane 
realism of the industrial board 
member Bill Gregson. 

On the national level Gregson's 
contribution was through the 
National Economic Development 
Office, and particularly its commit- 
tees on industrial strategies in the 
late 1970s. He was always conscious 
of the importance of automation 
and was chairman of the Machine- 
tool Expert Committee, 1969-70. 
He was also conscious of the ja- 
portanee of design and was a 
ber of the Design Council 198046. 
He had esoteric interests which led 
him to be a commissioner of the 
Northern Lighthouse Board for 15 
years, 1975-90. 

Bill Gregson was the obverse of 
the scientist engineer simply inter- 
ested in his own field. Fbr eight years 
he was a director of the Scottish Na- 
tional Orchestra, becoming its vice- 
chairman in 1981 and its chairman 
in a difficult period, 1984-85. Veron- 
ica Gibson, widow of Sir Alexander 
Gibson, the SNO's great conductor; 
recalls: “Alec found Bill Gregsoaa 
charming man, with a deep kno^ 
edge of music, and a most support- 
ive and helpfiil chairman." Anyone 
invited to a happy home made for 
Gregson by Rosalind, his wife," who 
died in 1994, would be amazed at his 
skill in automating his residence and 
in the forgotten art of cabinet- 
making with his own hands. 

Raymond Williamson, chairman 
of the orchestra for the last decade, 
said: “Bill Gregson played a vital role 
in encouraging sponsorship without 
which we would not have had the fi- 
nancial support to develop.” 

Tam Dalyell 
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William Derek Hadfieid Gregson, 
electronic engineer: bom StodL 
port, Lancashire 27 January 192v} 
assistant general manager, Fer- 
ranti ( Scotland ) 1959-83; CBE1970; 
Deputy Chairman, British Air- 
Ports Authority 1975-85; married 
1944 Rosalind Reeves (died 1994; 
wree sons, one daughter); died 
Edinburgh 15 December 1998. 
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pinpoint punching to win by a 
knockout in the ninth round. 

Despite the defeat Moore - who 
was 41 - proved he was for from fin- 
ished when, on an arctic night in 
Montreal on 10 December 1958, he 
defended his light-heavyweight title 
against the Commonwealth cham- 
pion Yvon Durelle, a French- 
Canadian from Bate Ste Anne, New 
Brunswick. The partisan crowd at 


the Montreal forum, mainly used for 
ice hockey, bayed for Moore's blood 
and were nearty given it In the open- 
ing seconds when Durelle Med 
Moore with a devastatin g right hand, 
Moore struggled to his feet with- 
in a microsecond of being counted 
out only to be knocked down twice 
more in that round, both for nine- 
counts. The screaming crowd of 
18,000 - sensing a rare world title for 


a Canadian fighter - saw Moore 
knocked from rope to rope for five 
rounds, but then had to see the op- 
portunity slip away as Moore put on 
what many regarded as one of box- 
ing’s greatest comebacks. 

By the seventh round, the mus- 
cular Durelle was in retreat and by 
the 11th, when he was knocked out, 
he had been down four times. The 

two fought agamtto following August 


but Moore made no mistakes and dis- 
patched Durelle in three rounds. 

One of Moore's “tricks" was his 
famed wrap-around defence, in 
which, when under attack, he literally 
wrapped his armsaround his fece and 
peeked out from between his fore- 
anns. “'Vbu see. I was a bad li We boy" 
he Kked to tell people, “and my mama 
had to whup me a lot; this is the way 
1 learned how to defend myself” 


It was ironical then, that Moore, 
long retired, was in the heavyweight 
champion George Foreman's corner 
when he fought Muhammad Ali in 

Zaire in 1974 But it was All not Fbre- 

man. who employed a peek-a-boo de- 
fence, which he used while Fbreman 
punched himself into exhaustion 
leaving himself ripe for a knockout 
in the eighth round. 

Moore has always lacked a good 


biographer. George Plimpton, the 
New York writer, editor and ton 
invant, when asked if he might take 
it on, shook his head He had writ- 
about Moore before -his l 959 ac- 
of his sparring session with 
Moore m which he paid the price for 
landing a lucky punch. “You know 
something, 1 ’ he recalled, “he brote 
my nose." He looked like it still 
40 years on, 
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Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day 


CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL: 22 IW-crmbrr 
Bam HC; 10am Matin;.. Brillen in E; I lam Sunn 
Eucfaonst. Missa brevis in B flat (Mozart i, Thn 
Archbishop: 3.15pm Evensong and Carol-.. Dvsqd 
id □ 

YORK MINSTER; 25 December Bam, B isani HC 
loom Sung EucbarirL Schubert in G, The Arch- 
bishop: II 45am Matin*. Ireland in F Thv Very Her 
Raymond Rime II: 4pm En-nscng. Aston in F 

BIRMINGHAM CATHEDRAL: 21 December 
IlJOpm Midnight Mass. The Very Rev FMer 
Berry. 25 December yam Morning Prawn 9.15am 
HC: i Jam Choral Eucharist. The Right ' r*v 
M ark Santer 

BLACKBURN CATHEDRAL: 21 December 
1 1.30pm Midnight Communion. The ProinpL 23 
December Bam HC: 9. 15am ChoraJ Maims; 

1030am Christmas Eucharist. The Bishop. 
BRADFORD CATHEDRAL: 24 December 
I I 30pm First Communion of Christmas, Aston sel- 
ling. The Provost. 23 December Bam HC: 10.13am 
HC. The Bithop 

BRISTOL CATHEDRAL: 34 December Il3upm 
MidnighL EuchansL Musse dc minuii (Cbarpcn- 
lien. The Dean. 25 December 8.40am Matin:.: 
lUam Festal Eucharist. Si Nicholas mass iHavdm. 
The Bishop: 330pm Ewning Prayer 
BURT ST EDMUNDS. St Edmundsbnrv Caibe- 
DR.YL 21 December 11 30pm Mitfrughi Sung 
EucharisL Canon Marion Mingim. 25 December 
Bam HC: 10am Christmas Sung EucharisL The 
Bishop; 330pm Cborol Evensong 
CARLISLE CATHEDRAL: 24 December 1 !3opm 
Midnight Eucharist. 25 December 7.45am .Matin-.: 
Bam Eucharist. 1030am Sung Eucharist: 4pm 
Evening Prayer. 

CHELMSFORD CATHEDRAL: 21 December 
1130 Midnight Mass. Missa ad praesepe (Mal- 
colm). The Provost 25 December Bam HC. Canon 
Andrew Kntnsks. 930am Eucharist The Bishup: 

I lam A Service for Christmas Morning, Tc Deum 
'Rimer'. Canon David Knight 12. 1 Opm HC: S.lSpru 
Evening Prayer 

CHESTER CATHEDRAL: 24 December II 30pm 
Midnight EucharisL Canon Trevor Dennis. 25 
December I Oam Eucharist The Bmhep. i 1 Warn 
EucharisL The Dean; 4.15pm Choral Evensong 
wuh Carols. 

CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL: 24 December 
1 l. 30pm Midnight Eucharist Stanford in C. 

The Treasurer. 25 December 8am HC: 10am 
Matins. Stanford in G. The Bishop; Ham Sung 
EucharisL Meuse sotcnneUe iViernci. The Dean: 

S 30pm Evensong 

COVENTRY CATHEDRAL: 25 December 7.40am 
Morning Prayer Bam HC; lOJfcun Cathedral 
Eucharist for Christmas Day. Durke in F The 
Bishop; S30pm Evening Prayer at the Crib. 

DERBY CATHEDRAL: 21 December 11 30pm 
Midnight EucharisL 25 December 8am HC. 10am 
Matins: / lorn Sung EucharisL 53Dpm Evensong. 
DURHAM CATHEDRAL: 23 December Bam HC. 
Canon Item WilimoU: Mara Matins, Vaughan 
Williams m G. The Dean; 1 1.15am HC. Missa brevis 
in D fMdzart'. The Bishop: 330pm Evensong. St 
Paul‘s mrvfoc I Howells'. 

ELY CATHEDRAL; 21 December 1130pm First 
Euehariil of Christmas. Darke in E. The Bishop. 

25 Dectmber 8 15am HC. Canon John Inge; 
]0.30amjSung EucharisL Missa brevis in G 
(Mozart), The Dean. 3.4Spm Evensong with Carols. 
Je sus Oifl ejje service 'Mathias). 

EXETER CATHEDRAL: 24 December II 20pm 
Watchn^ht Service. The ACinister. 25 December 
Tam. Bam HC; 9.15am Procession and Sung 
Eucharist; 11.15am Matins; 4pm Evensong with 
Carols from the Minstrels' Gallery. 

GLOUCESTER CATHEDRAL: 24 December 
6pm Clristmas Carol Service with Blessing or the 
Crib, =4 December 10.15am Sung Matins in the 
Quire; 1 0.45am EucharisL The Bishop. 

G Ulli FORD CATHEDRAL: 24 December 
1 i.45ph Midnight EucharisL 25 December Bam 
HC. 9. 5am Sung EucharisL 1130am Matins; 4pm 
Cathedral Sen-ice or Nine Lessons and Carols. 
HEREFORD CATHEDRAL: 25 December 
8am HC with hymns: 10am Procession and 
Cathedral EucharisL The Bishop: 1130am 
Chora Matins. Tbe Dean; 330pm ChoraJ Evensong 
and Pjwcsskm. 

LEICESTER CATHEDRAL: 21 December 
1 1 30nn Midnight EucharisL 25 December Bom 
HC; $30am Choral Matins; 12pm HC. 

L1C1F1ELD CATHEDRAL: 24 December 
I I30fm Alidnight Mass (broadcast by the BBC. 
picas- be seated by ll.lQpm). 25 December Bam 
HC; Ii30am Sung Eucharist of Christmas Day. 

Missi Sancti Nicolai (Haydn '.The Bishop; 530pm 
Eveijng Prayer 



Choristers at King's College. Cambridge 


David Rose 


UNfOLN CATHEDRAL: 24 December Il30pra 
Jnght El 

The Thanceilor. 25 December 8am HC with Carols 


Midnght Eucharist and the Blessing of the Crib. 


and (taUon ai the Crib: 930am Sung EucharisL and 


Procession, Tbe Bishop; 1 1. 15am Matins. The 
Dean; 3.45 pm Choral Evensong and Procession 
with Carols. 

LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL: 25 December 
10.30 am Festival Eucharist for Christmas Day 
Coronation mass iMozart). The Bishop. 
MANCHESTER CATHEDRAL: 21 December 
1 130pm Midnight Moss. Missa Sancti Johann is dc 
Deo tHaydni, The Bishop. 25 December 8.45am 
Matins: Sam EucharisL 1030am Sung EucharisL 
Kronungsmesse (Mozart ■. The Dean. 
NEWCASTLE CATHEDRAL: 24 December 
1 l.30pm Blessing of the Crib and First Eucharist of 
Christmas. Canon Pttcr Strange. 25 December 
Bom HC: a. 30am Procession and Solemn Sung 
EucharisL The Bishop. 

NORWICH CATHEDRAL: 21 December It. 15pm 
Midnight Eucharist of Christmas, The Dean. 25 
December I03(lani Famil y Eucharist of Christmas 
Day, Tbe Bishop: 330pm Ffestal Evensong. 
Precession and Carols. 

OXFORD, Christ Church. 25 December Bam 
EucharisL 10am Sung Matins. The Bishop; 1 1.15am 
Sung EucharisL The Dean; 6pm Evensong. 
PETERBOROUGH CATHEDRAL: 24 December 
I l.45pm Solemn EucharisL The Bishop. 25 Decem- 
ber 730am, 8.15am HC; 10am Family EucharisL 
The Dean: 1 130am Matins, The Precentor 330pm 
Evensong and Procession. 

PORTSMOUTH CATHEDRAL: 24 December 
11.34pm Midnight Moss. Messe de minuii iCbarp- 
enticri. The Provost 25 December Sam HC: 

930am Parish Eucharist with Carols; ll.lfinm 
Cathedral Eucharist with Carols. Missa brevis 
(Kodatyi, The Bishop: 4pm Evening Prayer. 

RIPON CATHEDRAL: 21 December 1130pm 
Midnight EucharisL 25 December Bam EucharisL 
930am Choral EucharisL 1130am Christmas 


Matins with Carols; 1230pm EucharisL 530pm 
Evensong with Carols Around the Crib. 
ROCHESTER CATHEDRAL: 24 December 
M3iipm Midnight Mass, Messe sokaineUc 
(Lanfllaisi. The Bishop. 25 December Bam HC; 

It). 30am Sung EucharisL Messe soienncUe 
iVierne). The Dean; 530pm Evensong. 

ST ALBANS CATHEDRAL: 24 December 
1 1 34pm Sung EuchansL 25 December 8am HC 
with Carols: 930am Parish EucharisL The Bishop; 
11.13am Matins, The Dean; 1230pm HC. 
SALISBURY CATHEDRAL: 24 December 
II. 45pm Midnight Moss. The Bishop. 25 December 
8am HC: 10am Sung EucharisL The Dean: 11.45am 
Family Service; 3pm Choral Evensong Procession 
and Blessing of the Crib. 

SHEFFIELD CATHEDRAL: 24 December 
1 1 30pm Midnight Eucharist with the Cathedral 
Choir. 25 December 1030am Sung Eucharist with 
tbe Cathedra] Choir. 

SOUTHWELL CATHEDRAL. 21 December 
1 1.45pm First Communion of Christmas. 25 
December Bam HC; 930om Parish Communion; 
11am Matins; 12.15pm HC; 3.15pm Evensong 
with Carols. 

TRURO CATHEDRAL: 24 December 1130pm 
Midnight Mass. 25 December 8am HC: 10am 
Solemn Sung EuchansL 5pm Evening Prayer. 
WAKEFIELD CATHEDRAL; 24 December l tpm 
Midnight Mass. 25 December Sam HC; 9.15am 
Parish Communion; Ham Solemn EucharisL 
WELLS CATHEDRAL: 24 December 1130pm 
First Communion of Christmas. Bishop Jim. 25 
December 8am HC; 9.45am Christmas Thanksgiv- 
ing and EucharisL The Dean; 1130am Matins; 3p*n 
Evening Prayer 

WINCH ESTER CATHEDRAL: 21 December 
I I30pra Sung EucharisL 23 December 8am HC: 


10am Mourn,: 1 l.isam Sum.’ Eucharist: 330pm 
Choral Evensong 

WORCESTER CATHEDRAL: =4 December 
1130pm Midnight EucharisL 23 December 7.15 am 
Matins; Bom HC: 9C0am Family EucharisL 11am 
Sung Euchansg 4pm Evensong 

BANGOR CATHEDRAL: 24 December 1130 am 
First Mass of Christmas. Ireland in C. The Dean. 

25 December Bam HC. The Dean; 9.45am Cymun 
Bendigoid, Esgub Bangor Mam Choral EuchansL 
utUe organ maos (Huvdm. The Bishop. 

BRECON CATHEDRAL: 25 December 7am HC: 
Bam HC with Carat.: liam Sung Euth&ri&i and 
Sermon; 5.45pm Choral Evensong. 

CARDIFF. IJandalT Cathedral: 24 December 
930pm Procession. Blessing of the Crib and 
the First Eucharist of Christmas. 25 December 
7am Holy Eucharist. 730am Matin* and Liunr. 
8am Holy EuchansL uam. iL45om Procession" 
and Parish EuchansL 12.15am Hob - E uchari st 
1230pm Evensong. 

NEWPORT CATHEDRAL; 24 December 1130pm 
Midnight Mans, Fr David Matthews. 25 December 
8am Euchansi of the Dawn; lu3Uacn Sung 
Eucharvsi of the Dag The Bishop of Monmouth. 

ST ASAPH CATHEDRAL: 24 December 1130pm 
Midnight Macs. The Dean. 25 December Bam Holy 
Eucharist With Carols, llam Choral Eucharist, 

The Archbishop of Wales; 33Hpm Evensong 

ABERDEEN, Si Andrew’s Cathedral: 24 
December 1 130pm Midnight Mass, Harwood in A 
BaL 25 December 10.15am Sung EucharisL Mcr- 
beefce setting. 

ABERDEEN, Si Ma char’s Cathedral: 24 Decem- 
ber npm Festival Service of Nine Lessons and 
Carols, The Minister 25 December I lam Familv 
Service wnh HC. Thu Mmislec 
DUNDEE CATHEDRAL: 24 December 1130pm 
Midnight EucharisL The Bishop. 25 December 
1030am Eucharist with Carats. 

EDINBURGH, St Giles' Cathedral: 24 Decem- 
ber 1130am WatchmghL Service. Hie Minister. 25 
December Earn. Kiam Mnming Service iHCi. The 
Minister. 1 1 30am Morning Service The Mimsier. 
EDINBURGH, SI Mary's Cathedral: 24 Decem- 
ber 1130pm Midnight Mass, Messe de minuii 
iCbarpentieri, The ProvosL 25 December H130am 
Festal EucharisL Missa brevis in D (Xlozart i. The 
Bishop of Edinburgh. 

GLASGOW CATHEDRAL: 24 December 11.15pm 
Choral Service. 25 December 1 lam Choral Service 
with Communion. 

GLASGOW, SI Mary’s Cathedral: 24 December 
1 130pm Midnight Mass. The Bishop of Glasgow 
and Galloway. 25 December 830am EuchansL 
1 0am Sung EucharisL 12pm HC. 

INVERNESS CATHEDRAL; 24 December 
1 130pm Midnight Mass. The Bishop of Moray. 

Ross and Caithness: 25 December 8.15am HC; 
930am Family EucharisL I lam Sung EucharisL 
The ProvosL 

BELFAST CATHEDRAL; 24 December 1130pm 
Midnight Communion. The Dean. 25 December 
LOom HC; 1 lam Christmas EuchansL Tbe Bishop 
of Connor. 

BIRMINGHAM. St Chad’s Cathedral: 23 Decem- 
ber I2am Midnight Mass. The Archbishop; llam 
Mast, The Cathedral Administrator. 

LIVERPOOL. Metropolitan Cathedral: 24 
December 1 1.15 pm Carols and Christmas Music 
1 130pm Midnight Mass, The Archbishop. 25 
December 9am Mass (broadcast live on BBC 
Radio 4i. The Archbishop; roam Family: llam 
Solemn Mm*; G 30pm VigiL 

ST PALL'S CATHEDRAL: 24 December 11.30pm 
Midnight EucharisL Missa Sancti Nicolai (Haydn), 
Canon Stephen Oliver. 25 December Bam HC; 

8.45am Matins; llam Sung EucharisL Missa Sancti 
Nicolai (Haydn), The Dean: 3.15pm Evensong. 
Stanford in C. 

WESTMINSTER .ABBEY: 21 December 1130 
Sung Eucharist of Christmas MidnigbL Messe 
sDkmnelie 'Langialhi, The Very Rev Dr Wesley 
Carr. 25 December Bam HC; 1030am Sung 
Eucharist of Christmas Day. The Very Rev Dr 
Wesley Cam 12.15pm HC: 3pm Festal Evensong. 
KeBy in C. 

SOUTHWARK CATHEDRAL: 24 December 
H30pm Midnight Moss, Tbe Bishop. 25 
December 9am Christmas Eucharist with Carols, 
The Provost; uam Christmas Choral EucharisL 
The ProvosL 

ST GEORGE'S CATHEDRAL, South work: 24 
December 1 1 30pm Carols and Readings, followed 
by Solemn Mass of tbe Nativity, Archbishop 
Michael Bowen. 25 December Bam Mass with Car- 
ols; town Family Mass. Archbishop Michael 
Bowen; 1130am Choral Moss. 

WESTMINSTER CATHEDRAL: 24 December 
11.15pm Vigil and Midnight Mass. 25 December 
7am, 83m Mass; 9am Family Mass with Corots; 

10am Morning Prayer; 1 030am Solemn Mass; 

12pm Sung Moss with Carols; 330pm Solemn 
Vespers and Benediction. 


The seasonal silence 
of a blank greeting 


IT IS Christmas and there- 
fore time for churches to 
attempt once more to say 
something meaningful about 
a season that seems to have 
lost its way. The difficulty 
seems to be in finding the 
right words, as many a 
church noticeboard will 
amply testify. 

These wayside pulpits 
have, over the years, made nu- 
merous attempts to remind 
the passing public of "the 
reason for the season". In re- 
cent times they have come up 
with naff lines like “Give 
Jesus your Christmas Pres- 
ence" or dubious attempts to 
get really modem with the 
Bad Hair Day line -“You're a 
virgin, you Ye just given birth, 
and now three tings have 
shown up . . 

The trouble is that such 
slogans are more likely to 
have raised a chuckle among 
wet and wintry churchgoers 
than to have appealed to 
those beyond the frontiers of 
faith. This time last year the 
Christian Advertising Net- 
work tried to address that fact 
with a poster which read: 
“Christmas - copyright; It’s 
not a genuine Christmas 
without Church". Sympa- 
thetic as I am to the organi- 
sation and its mission. 1 beg 
to differ. Nobody “owns" 
Christmas. The patent on a 
“genuine'’ Christinas is not 
the property of the Church, 
and never has been. Christ- 
mas belongs to the people; 
and if the Church owns many 
interpretations of its mean- 
ing. it cannot lay claim to all 
of them. 

Launcelot Andrewes, in 
his Christmas Day sermon of 
1620, describes the incarna- 
tion of Christ as “the Word 
that cannot speak". In using 
this phrase, he meant to draw 
his listeners to the power- 
lessness of Christ He also 
points to the heart of the prob- 
lem for religious advertising. 

In contemporary life it is 
the image which is generally 
accepted to cany the great- 
est power. But religion, and 
particularly Christianity, com- 
municates primarily through 
words rather than images: it 
is aural and oral rather than 
visual; cognitive rather than 
expressive. Apart from the 
cross or a crucifix, Christian- 
ity has no logo for its Logos; 
little that appears to com- 


municate effectively in the 
modern-day public domain. 

It could be argued that the 
most effective forms of Chris- 
tian advertising are visual. 
Cathedrals are sermons in 
stone; paintings homilies on 
canvas. Yet, whilst there is 
some truth in the maxim 
that “the camera is a blunt in- 
strument compared to a pen 
and the imagina tion”, the re- 
lationship between words 
and images has changed in 
contemporary culture. Tbday. 
once more, much as in the 
medieval times of mass illit- 
eracy; it is the image that 
takes us to the t&t 

More than that the Bible is 
no longer a principal source 

MEANINGS 

OF 

Christmas 

MARTYN PERCY 

The modem Church 
has abandoned the 
ambiguity of 
the image and 
taken refuge in the 
dull safety of words. 
It is time to revert 
to ancient instincts 

of morality, functioning as a 
rule book; rather it has been 
transformed into source of 
spirituality, which acts as a 
guide. Its stories have super- 
seded its didactic as the well- 
spring of its power Thus, the 
meaning of the Good Samar- 
itan is more important than 
the Ten Co mmandm ents - 
even assuming that the latter 
could be remembered in any 
detail by anyone. 

Into this milieu it is the 
image which speaks with 
most potency. Setmlar adver- 
tising understands this welL 
Benetton, the clothes manu- 
facture!; has run ads fix’ many 
years that use no text to con- 
vey the “United Colours of 
Benetton" global message. 
Interestingly many of them 
exploit situations where once 
religious imagery would have 
held sway. Recent ads have 
included a military cemetery 
of white crosses, with a green 


grass background Another 
centred on a family grieving 
around an emaciated and 
(tying man. Another on a birth. 
And Benetton has even ex- 
ploited overtly religious im- 
agery with a controversial 
shot of a monk and a nun, both 
dressed in black and white 
robes, exchanging a kiss. 

Hie images are striking for 
their simplicity: they cover 
themes such as the com- 
monality of humanity, peace, 
reconciliation, life and death. 
Without using words, the ads 
speak through the pictures to 
the themes implied in the 
words “united" and “col- 
ours". They convey a moral 
message, arresting the view- 
er and inviting reflection. 

Why can’t the churches 
do the same? One answer to 
this must lie in with the 
recurring tradition of icono- 
clasm which strove to sup- 
press images in places of 
worship. They did so. in part 
because images cannot be 
controlled in the way words 
can - people participate in 
stories and images at their 
own level: there is an in-built 
multiplicity of meaning; truth 
is pluraL In their desire to 
delimit doctrine, reform and 
rule, Protestant and Catholic 
churches have frequently fled 
from the image and sought 
the sanctuary of words. 

Yet Christ is not a text 
Christmas is “the word made 
flesh” -a most striking visu- 
al image. And he comes as a 
child - the Speechless Word 
who is God. So. here is my 
suggestion for an advertise- 
ment for Christmas. A simple 
photograph of a mother and 
child sitting in some hovel 
The child sucks greedily at 
the breast, and. in the back- 
ground, there is the shape of 
a figure frying to make a fire 
to keep them all warm. 

Thisiraage- of interdepen- 
dency, warmth, vulnerability, 
poverty and need - does not 
require any text Yet it tells 
the Christmas story in a sim- 
ple frame. It might not drive 
people to church. But it might 
at least make us stop for a 
moment and think, as we 
pass by with the last-minute 
shopping, hurrying home to 
our own Christmas. 

Mo rtyn Percy is Director of 
the Lincoln Theological Ins- 
titute. Sheffield University 
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Deaths 


Vr. Peggy, i 

iy 18 DeceroberMother of 
[arion. Our sympathies are 
tith you, Marion, from Lesli. 
inne. Beverley. Ginnette, 
Eileen, Jim. Brian. Richard, 
ohn. Bob, Mike, Steve and 
frene. 


In Memoriam 




dfl/TtitfS T-FtS FTE R: AJasdair. 
&fuch loved and missed. 

EARUQAN: In loving memory of 
IManoug PariJdan. who died on 
I Christmas Eve, 1987. 


( CHANCING OF THE GUARD 

I 

TODAY: The Household Cav- 
alry Mounted Regiment 
[mounts the Queen's Life 
[Guard at Horse Guards. 

I llam; 1st Battalion Cold- 
i stream Guards mounts the 
' Queen's Guard, at Bucking- 
*3faam Palace, 11.30am, band 
'{ provided by the Welsh 
Guards. TOMORROW: The 
I Household Cavalry Mounted 
! Regiment mounts the 
! Queen’s Life Guard at Horse 
: Guards, llam. 
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Forthcoming 

Marriages 


Mr M. T. Preston 
and Miss A. Manley 
The engagement is 
announced between Mart; 
younger son of Mr Richard 
Preston, of Coleford. 
Gloucestershire, and Mrs 
Lesley Broughton, of Welney, 
Cambridgeshire, and April, 
younger daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Frank Manley, of 
Newhayes Farm. Whimple, 
Devon. The marriage will 
take place on 17 July 1999. 


BIRTHDAYS 

TODAY: Mr Alistair Baillie, 
former diplomat, 66; Mrs 
Mair Barnes, chairman, 
Dollond and Aitchison. 54; 
Mr John Barron, actor 78; 
Professor Anthony Clare, 
psychiatrist, 56; Lord Cow- 
drey of Tonbridge, consul- 
tant, Barclays Bank and 
former cricketer, 66; Sir 
Gerald Elliot, former chair- 
man, Christian Salvesen, 75; 
Mr Jeremy Hindi ey, horse- 
racing trainer. 55; Sir James 
Hodge, ambassador to 
Thailand, 55; Ms Helen 
Jones MP, 44; Dame Joan 
Kelleher, former director, 
WRAC, 83; Sir Ivan 
Lawrence QC, former MR 
62; Dr John Marek MP, 58; 
Miss Suzy Menkes, fashion 
editor. International Herald 
Tribune, 55; Miss Tbea 
Porter, fashion designer, 71; 
Mr Norman Rossi ngton. 
actor, 70; Mr John D. 

Taylor MP, 61; Miss Carol 
Vorderman, broadcaster and 
writet; 38; Mr Philip 
Ziegler, writer and editor, 69. 

TOMORROW Princess 
Alexandra, 62; Princess 
Alice. Duchess of Glouces- 
ter. 97: Lord Annan, writer 
82; Miss Sheila Browne, 
former Principal, Newnham 
College, Cambridge, 74; 


Professor Sir Kenneth Cai- 
man, chief medical officer, 
Department of Health, 57; 

Mr Brian Connelly, diplo- 
mat, 57; Mr Nick Conway, 
actor, 36; Mr Quentin Crisp, 
writer and performer; 90; Mr 
Edward Davey MP, 33; Ms 
Barbara Fbliett MP, 56; 
Professor Christopher 
Frayling. Rector and Vice- 
Provost, Royal College of 
Art 52; The Right Rev Noel 
Jones, Bishop of Sodor and 
Man, 66; Miss Annie 
-Lennox, singer, 44; 

Professor Philip Love. Vice- 
Chancellor. Liverpool Univer- 
sity, 59; Mr Tony Martin, 
singer and acton 85; Sir 
Peter Matthews, former 
Chief Constable of Surrey, 81; 
Mr Ismaii Merchant film 
producer; 62; Professor 
Phyllida Parsloe, former 
Warden of Wills Hall, Bristol 
University, 68; Mr Lawrie 
Quinn MP, 42; Mr Noel 
Redding, rock musician, 53; 
Mr John Shannon, former 
High Commissioner to the 
Seychelles, 61; Lord Shep- 
pard of Didgemere, former 
chairman, Grand Metropoli- 
tan, 66; Miss Sissy Spacek, 
actress, 49; Mr Nigel 
Starmer-Smith, sports com- 
mentator, 54; Sir Noel 
Stockdale, life president of 
the ASDA group, 78; Mr 
Stephen Twigg MP, 32; The 
Right Rev Benjamin Vaugh- 
an, former Bishop of 
Swansea and Brecon, 81; Sir 
Christopher Wates, chief 
executive of Wates Building 
Group, 59. 


ANNIVERSARIES 

TODAY 

Births: John Lackland, King 
of England. 1167: St Ignatius 
of Loyola, founder of the 
Jesuits, 1491; William War- 
burton, bishop and scholar, 
1698; James Prescott Joule, 
physicist, 1818; Matthew 
Arnold, poet and critic, 1822; 
Louis Jouvet, actor and 


director, 1887; Howard 
Robard Hughes, millionaire 
and recluse, 1905; Ava 
Lavinia Gardner (Lucy 
Johnson), actress. 1922. 

Deaths: Sir Thomas Beau- 
fort, Duke of Exeter, admiral 
and commander, 1426; Vasco 
da Gama, explorer and navi- 
gator, 1524; William Make- 
peace Thackeray, novelist 
1863; Frank Richards 
(Charles Harold St John 
Hamilton), writer and cre- 
ator of “Billy Bunter", 1961; 
Peter Lawford, acton 1984; 
John James Osborne, play- 
wright and actor, 1994. 

On this day: an attempt was 
made to assassinate 
Napoleon 1, 1800; Britain's 
first self-propelled vehicle 
was tested by Richard Tre- 
vithick, 1801; William Burke, 
body-snatcher, went on trial, 
1828; part of the Capitol, 
Washington, and almost the 
whole Library of Congress 
was destroyed by fire. 1851; 
Giuseppe Verdi's opera Aida 
was performed for the 
first time, Cairo 1871; the 
Coliseum Theatre, London, 
opened, containing Britain's 
first revolving stage, 1904; 
Ahmed ben Zogu (later King 
Zogi overthrew the Albanian 
government and proclaimed 
a republic, 1924; the ApoUo 8 
spacecraft orbited tbe moon 
and sent back a Christmas 
message, 1968. 

Today is Christmas Eve and 
the Feast Day of St Adela, St 
Delphinus, St Gregory of 
Spoleto, St Irmina. St Shar- 
bel Makhlouf and Saints 
Tharsilla and Emiliana. 

TOMORROW 
Births: Noel Coypel, painter, 
1628: Sir Isaac Newton, 
mathematician, physicist and 
astronomer, 1642; Dorothy 
Wbrdsworth, writer and sis- 
ter of the poet. 1771; Charles 
Fathe, film pioneer. 1863; 
Maurice Utrillo, painter, 


1883; Conrad Nicholson 
Hilton, hotel proprietor, 1887; 
Dame Rebecca West (Cecily 
Isabel Fairfield!, writer, 1892; 
Humphrey DeForest Bogart, 
actoi; 1899; Cabell (Cab) 
Calloway, jazz singer and 
bandleader, 1907. 

Deaths: Pope Adrian I, 795; 
Sir Matthew Hale, Chief Jus- 
tice and law reformer; 1676; 
W.C. Fields (William Claude 
Dukenfieldi, film comedian, 
1946; Sir Charles Spencer 
Chaplin, comedian and film 
producer, 1977; Joan 
BlondeU, actress, 1979; Joan 
Mird, artist 1983; Nicolae 
Ceausescu, former Roman- 
ian president and his wife, 
Elena, executed by firing 
squad 1989; Dean Martin 
(Dino Paul Crocetti), singer 
and actor, 1917. 

On this day: William I, “the 
Conqueror", was crowned in 
Westminster Abbey, 1066; 
Vasco da Gama sighted the 
African coastline of what is 
now Natal, 1497; the May- 
flower arrived at Plymouth 
Rock. Massachusetts. 1620; 
the Great Frost of London 
began, when temperatures 
were 17 degrees below freez- 
ing, 1730; George Washington 
crossed the Delaware river, 
1776; the first Christmas tree 
was put up at Queen's 
Lodge, Windsor, by Queen 
Charlotte, 1800; the Emperor 
Hirohito acceded to the 
Japanese throne. 1926; the 
Stone of Scone was stolen 
from Westminster Abbey, 
1951; Vaclav Havel was elect- 
ed president of Czechoslova- 
kia, 1989; the Soviet 
President, Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, announced that he 
had resigned all offices, and 
that the Soviet Union was 
officially disbanded. 1991. 

Tomorrow is Christmas Day 
and the Feast Day of St 
Afourga, St Anastasia of Sir- 
mium, St Eugenia and the 
Martyrs of Nicomedia. 


Post Gazette announcements to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, telephone 0171-293 2012 
(24-hour answering machine 01 71-293 201 1) or fax to 0171-293 2010. Please give a daytime telephone number. 


S ifi’c (TfliMIdi’ c"2 ire ! 


LITERARY NOTES 

Cedric Cullingford 


A writer who was too 
famous too early 


THE VERY name of Mrs 
Humphry Ward suggested to 
subsequent generations an 
old-fashioned notion of the 
great and tbe good. Not only 
was she born an Arnold but 
she actually did carry out a 
great deal of charitable work. 
She was mildly satirised by 
Aldous Huxley in Eyeless in 
Gaza as well as by Ezra 
Pound: “And he talked about 
Ihe Great Mary' / and said ‘Mr 
Pound is shocked at my levity' 
/ When it turned out he meant 
Mrs Ward." He also paints her 
as an awesome personality 
meting out good to “her crip- 
ples". In fact Mrs Humphry 
Ward was practical rather 
than lofty. 

She knew, for example, the 
ways in which committees 
work; they taught her that ideas 
were only interesting in terms 
of the way in which they were 
talked about or otherwise 
connected to tbe wider world. 
Her attitude towards them 
was as equivocal as her attitude 
towards society: 

Lady Barbara was a committee 
woman, indefatigable and indis- 
criminate. She lived and gloried in 
a chronic state of overwork for 
which no one but herself saw the 
necessity. tThe Mating of Lydia* 

The problem is that this por- 
tentous reputation also clings 
to her novels. This is a pity: And 
it is also completely inaccurate. 
As a result all the novels that 
were so admired by Henry 
James remain out of print 


Mrs Humphry Ward reflects 
the fate of one too famous too 
early and for tbe wrong reason. 
Her first book. Robert Elsmere, 
was published in 1888. It was re- 
viewed earnestly and at length 
by WE. Gladstone, who dwelt al- 
most exclusively on the philo- 
sophical argument. The book 
deals with enlightened doubt 
with the question of the extent 
to which morality and spiritu- 
ality can be separated from 
the Christian faith. It is a novel 
of ideas rather than a good 
noveL Its fame dominated Mrs 
Ward’s subsequent reputation 
so that even her lightness of 
touch was read as if she were 
still as weighty, and as faintly 
ridiculous, as in this book. 

The novels that Mrs 
Humphry Ward wrote from 
Lady Rose's Daughter in 1903 
to EUham House in 1915 are 
ironic and acute satires on Ed- 
wardian society They analyse 
not political ideas but the way 
that people use and manipulate 
them. They trace the decay of 
the landed families and their 
political influence. They delin- 
eate difficulties in relation- 
ships, especially in marriage. 
Even though she took on the 
propriety of her husband's 
name, her actual view of inti- 
mate relationships remained 
sharp and bleak. 

Mrs Ward analyses the way 
in which ideas depend on per- 
sonal relationships, and the 
way that politics depends on 
personal ambition. She depicts 


the “necessary" social hypoc- 
risies that keep society intact: 

Lady Grossvilie made no excuses 
for her own sex. But she was a suf- 
ficiently ambitious hostess to know 
that agreeable parties are noL con- 
structed out of the saints aione. 
The men therefore must provide 
the sinners; and of some of tbe per- 
sons then most in vogue she was 
careful not to know too much. 

•The Consume FUmUy) 

Unhappy marriage is not a 
rare gesture in Mrs Ward’s 
novels; heroines marry an un- 
satisfactory man more often 
than not, in a society in which 
little could be done about it, not 
that she believed in divorce. She 
is one of the earliest novelists 
consistently to explore the 
deterioration of a marriage 
because of unsuitability of tem- 
perament Daphne, ostensibly 
about divorce, is really about a 
selfish, limited woman and an 
indulgent stupid man. 

Whilst Mrs Humphry Ward's 
novels are out of print they 
are still widely available in 
second-hand bookshops, not 
only in Hay-on-Wye. Several 
deserve to be reprinted but 
first it must be recognised 
that what she offers is not like 
Robert Elsmere. She offers 
irony, lightness of touch and 
intelligent analysis. It is no 
wonder that Henry James 
admired her. 

Cedric Cullingford is the 
author of ‘Children’s Litera- 
ture and its Effects’ (Cassefl, 
£15.991 
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America the beautiful 


No more Britpop in ’98. Not many Australian soap stars either. As for ‘distaff distorto grunge-rictims’, well, they’ve seen bett er days. 
No, 1998 was the year in which American pop began a heady renaissance. The evidence? Our critics’ choice of 10 CDs of the year 



BECK 

Mutations 


r . 1 Moon Safari 


perhaps THIS year’s most 
intriguing development has been 
the end of the assumption that 
musical innovation will 
automatically originate on the 
dance floor Not that stadium 
behemoths will ever stop seeking 
vindication in the fairy dust of an 
over-priced remix, but an 
increasing volume of traffic is 
now moving the other way. as 
horny-handed beat-farmers come 
down from the hills in an urgent 
quest for old school rock 
charisma. It's a manor of which 
Beck is undisputed boss, and his 
Mutations - supposedly just a bit 
of fun with his touring band while 
gearing up fora “proper" next 
album - is a gleaming monument 
to its diverse possibilities. Owing 
as much to The Beatles' 

Revolver as The Beasties' Paul’s 
Boutique , these are space-age 
bachelor-pad cowboy laments of 
transcendent and enduring 
quality- Honourable mentions to 
Air’s Moon Safari (Virgin), and 
Glaswegian Arab Strap's 
rumbustious Philophobia 
(Chemikal Underground). 

Ben Thompson 


the praise heaped upon Air is 
as much a result of their repair 
job on French music as the fact 
that they have produced the most 
bewitching retro -futuristic album 
of the year They have often been 
aligned with the clattering 
vibrations of their compatriots. 
Daft Punk, but, in truth, they 
couldn't be further apart. Moon 
Safari is an otherworldly foray 
into some of the more tender 
moments of the last three 
decades. “Kelly Watch the Stars” 
and “Seay Boy” epitomise Air’s 
sound: soothing Serge 
Gamsbourg- style vocals, 
processed through a vocoder and 
set agains t Seventies’ funk-jazz 
and Eighties’ synth pop 
soundscapes. Smart and fluffy, 
upliftin g an d melancholy. 

If I had to choose an album to 
accompany a stroll on the moon, 
it would indeed be this one. For 
more smart retro-futurism and 
vocoder wizardry, listen to the 
Beastie Boys’ Hello Nasty 
(Grand Royal) and Bran Van 
SOO's chaotic, self-titled debut 
album (Capitol). 

Fiona Sturges 



LYLE 

LOVETT 

Seep inside 
This House 



VARIOUS 

ARTISTS 

The Voice of 
the People 
Topic 


TEN YEARS ago this sort of thing 
was called New Country. New 
Country wore a cowboy hat, not 
with irony but with contingent 
pride; it cleaved to Country 
idioms but aligned itself 
mteflectuaDy with the world 
beyond Nashville’s moral 
catchment; it was neat and tidy 
on the outside, but scruffy in its 
soul Now it’s a supporting leg of 
the coffee-table mainstream - not 
altcountry but art-country: 
currently white American pop’s 
most sophisticated property. 

Lovett will politely concede 
that, if nothing else, this double- 
length collection of other Texans’ 
songs enables him to duck 
questions about whether he's still 
boilin g his head over Julia. What 
we must concede is that this is 
the most playable Iength-and-Iine 
art-country record there’s been, 
by a man.- Texas sounds hica a 
real place for once, inhabited by 
real people. You should also hear 
Emmyton Hants’s elegant 
Spyboy (Grapevine) and Gillian 
Welch’s grim HeQ Among the 
Yearlings CAlmo Sounds). 

Nick Coleman 


A SURVEY of the traditional 
music of these islands ought to 
be an impressive affair It ought 
to be grave, monumental, 
desiccated, worthy, unlis tenable; 
it should chafe in its unwearable 
work boots. In fact, Reg Hall and 
Tony Engle’s epic, 20-volume 
Voice of the People “anthology” is 
a delight it is monumental and to 
a large extent grave, for sure, but 
it is also moving, involving and 
enligh tening- and, like all the 
best narratives, keeps you 
wanting to find out what happens 
next Also, you don't have to fork 
out 300 fat ones for the privilege 
of owning the whole thing in a 
boxed set; you buy it piecemeal 
or you don’t buy it at alL 

This has been a good year for 
tradition-driven music, both here 
and in the States. Here, Eliza 
Carthy deservedly got on the 
Mercury shortlist for her 
imagina tively worldly Red Rice 
double album, while dad Martin 
made a splendid comeback of his 
own with Signs qfLife. (No 
compensation, though, for the 
loss of Lai WatersonJ 

NICK COLEMAN 
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Two Pages 

Talkin' Loud 


MERCURY REV Deserter’s Songs w 


THIS ONE threw us for a loop. The 
flame-haired temptress with a 
million voices in her head spoke in 
her own on Choirgirl, an 
unleashed, autobiographical affair. 
Cathartic release could be due to 
the fact that Toil's no longer a 
relationship-damaged waif, but a 
smugly happy wife. With that in the 
mix, a side we hadn't seen roared 
kaleidoscopicaJIy off the disc. 
Bashing her Bosendorfer alongside 
heavy bass and electric guitar. Tori 
went Led Zep. Elsewhere, we had 
references to Jackie Kennedy, 
David Cassidy, Pandora and 
Persephone - Amos was this year’s 
chart-topping goddess. 

Other contenders? Almost 
alone, Polly Harvey carried the flag 
for distaff distorto -grunge victims. 
Is This Desire? (Island) reached 
uncharted territory, so far west of 
Yeovil, it seemed located in 
America’s desert badlands. 

Lucinda Williams's Car Wheels on 
a Gravel Road (Mercury) took a 
more rural American route, her 
sweet folk voice telling us of the 
heat and dust, the beat-up and 
broken-down. 

Glyn Brown 


THIS YEAR saw the various 
genres of the UK dance scene in 
nostalgic mood. Such a climate 
even touched the future- 
obsessed drum’n'bass scene, 
most en gagin gly in the case of 
the breakbeat scientists, 4 Hero. 
In Two Pages they crafted an 
album which updates the classic 
soul of Marvin Gaye’s What's 
Going On and Stevie Wonder's 
Innervisions with Detroit 
techno-inspired drum’n'bass. 
True, the album’s inspirations 
are all drawn from the past yet 
the duo rarely overdo the 
nostalgic reverie bit They take 
their source material and contort 
it through a vibrant fusion of 
technology and imagination. 
Similarly inspiring were Jurassic 
5 and Faithless. The former’s 
brilliant eponymous album (Fan 
PIASi combines the word play of 
old skoal hip hop with new stool 
turntablism. Faithless fused 
classic UK house, the moodiness 
of Massive Attack and the energy 
of Motown to create the unique 
sound of their stunning second 
album, Sunday 8pm (Cheeky). 

Martin James 


IN A year during which 
forward motion seemed for 
the most part stalled, bands 
continued to trawl through 
previous eras in search of 
inspiration, none more 
successfully than Mercury 
Rev. This was no simple 
Weller-style retro-rock 
appropriation, however. The 
heartbreakingly beautiful 
Deserter’s Songs used half- 
remembered hints of old 
melodies or arrangements as 
poignant sepia-tint coloration 
for songs concerned, in part 
with the very nature of 
recollection and reflection. 
It's an extraordinarily 


emotional record, somehow 
managing to Sound both 
melancholic and euphoric, 
suggesting that for 
Mercury Rev the past is a 
much more complex, 
ambivalent territory than 
that encountered in, say. 
Oasis's cheery celebrations 
of old ways. 

In this respect. Deserter's 
Songs is more representative 
of the current wave of 
American retro -rockers than 
of its British equivalent For 
unlike the second-hand 
sound-stylists of Britpop, 
such bands as Sparklehorse, 
Lambchop and The Jon 


Spencer Blues Explosion, and 
such solo artists as Beck and 
Gillian Welch, are all inspired 
as much by the pioneer 
nature of older music forms 
as they are by the music 
itself. The immediate result 
has been a succession of 
graceful, exploratory albums, 
whose appeal grows, rather 
than diminishes, with 
familiarity. Honourable 
mentions also go to 
Sparidehorse’s Good 
Morning Spider (Parlophone) 
and Lambchop’s What 
Another Man Spills (City 
Slang) 

Andy Gill 
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OF THE four Elliott Smith 
albums released in Britain in 
1998, XO was the last, and by 
some distance, the best Smith's 
hazy tyritism and lazy vocal 
were the toy factors in a 
marvellous, gentle record. He 
has a knack for crafting obtuse, 
beguiling character sketches 


and embedding them in the 
meraoiy with expertly deployed 
one-liners: “They took your fife 
apart/And called your failures 
art" might be a lament for every 
consumptive singer-songwriter 
who has preceded him. 

Smith is, of course, an 
obvious heir to a lineage that 
includes Bob Dylan, Paul 
Simon, Elvis Costello and Kurt 
Cobain, but he’s also the 
brightest of a new buneb of 
unfairly disregarded American 
songwriters. Conventional 
wisdom seems to be that 
American rock died with 


Cobain. In truth, ft's quite 
healthy - it just doesn't sound 
that way. Along with Ben Folds, 
E of Eels and Mark Linklous of 
Sparklehorse, Smith has taken 
the familiar grunge themes of 
dislocation and alienation and 
examined them from a more 
reflective, less histrionic, and 
far less self-abasing 
perspective. XO is a 
masterpiece. Honourable 
mentions should also go to 
Sparklehorse's Good Morning 
Spider and Eels' gloomy 
Electro-Shock Blues. 

Andrew Mueller 


THE IMPULSE! label is all-round 
jazz re-issue champ for 1998. It’s 
given stylish new life to its 
Coltrane bade catalogue and is 
now embarked on the noble 
project of revivifying the late- 
Sixties/ Seventies New Thing, as 
if it were indeed a new thing. 

However, the label responsible 
for the single most impressive 
re-con job of the year is Sony’s 
Columbia Legacy imprint Their 
orgiastic slobber over Miles 
Davis's Bitches Brew sessions 
was profoundly worthy, not 
merely for its textured 
cardboard and aluminium finish, 
certainly not for the 
accompanying rubric, but for the 
complex loveliness of the music 
itself, which benefits hugely from 
being remastered to perfection 
and then laid out schematically 
over the length of four CDs as if 
it were, indeed, all part of the 
same musical continuum. 
Honourable mentions go to 
Coltrane’s The Complete Classic 
Quartets (Impulse!) and Una 
Brooks's heartbreaking Back to 
the Trades (Blue Note). 

Nick Coleman 


EVEN WHEN a musician goes 
into the studio and records his 
or her current live set a context 
of sorts still emerges according 
to the dominant mood, texture 
or tempo of the event But when 
the setting of the context 
precedes the recording, we can 
end up with an album as 
complete, as satisfying, and as 
profound as The Woman Next 
Door by the Italian pianist Rita 
MarcotullL Inspired by the fibre 
of Francois Truffaut Marco tull 
has written a suite of tunes 
that relate to different themes 
or characters, and then cast 
them for various permutations 
of a large ensemble. The result 
is wide-ranging music held 
together tty the central 
concept and recurring motifs. 

It works as a whole in a way 
that very few jazz albums ever 
manag e to do. 

Two other albums of governed 
mood: the American pianist Brae 
Mehldau’s Songs (Warner Bros), 
and the veteran soul-jazz vocalist 
Terry Gainer’s Temepeace 
(Talkin' Loud/Verve). 

PHIL JOHNSON 


1 


Nothing more than this? Depends what you mean 


LEONARD BERNSTEIN'S Candide . 
That's how the London Symphony 
Orchestra billed it here - presum- 
ably because listing all its collabor- 
ators on the title page of the 
programme would have left little 
room for anything else. Too many 
cooks spoiled the book. That is what 
happened to Candide, the musical. 
In the best of all possible worlds, it 
might just have worked: Vbttaire's lit- 
tle novella turned very big operetta. 
But Lillian Heilman - who provided 
the show’s original book - had more 


feeling for the political agenda than 
she did for the musical comedy, and 
subsequent rescue operations only 
added to the confusion. Tb quote one 
of its songs: “Wards, Words, Words”. 
No doubt about it, words have been 
the undoing of Candide. I've yet to 
see it work in the theatre, though 
TYevor Nunn and John Caird - who 
stage it at the National Theatre next 
spring - are plainly optimistic. So 
was Candide, of course. 

There remains, though, that 
score - a marvel of pith and pastiche 


and shameless piracy. A little Gou- 
nod here, a little Rossini or Verdi 
there, a lot of Gilbert and Sullivan 
everywhere. All of it cohesively 
melded through the wit and wisdom 
of Bernstein’s own musical voice. 
Bernstein’s music is Candide's 
music, always aspirational, always 
reaching for the octave and beyond. 

Nine years ago, London's Barbi- 
can Hail jumped to Candide’s tunes. 
Bernstein himself (in what was his 
last London engagement) couriered 
the conducted tour with a little help 
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from Dr Pangloss, better known as 
his old sparring partner Adolph 
Green. This time around, Nickolas 
Grace - rather more dexterous, 
physically and veibalty - did Vue hon- 
ours, wryly understating the topic- 
ality of his updated narration. A little 
more pace might better have con- 


veyed the whistle-stop nature of 
Voltaire’s “picaresque" plotting, but 
bis energy was, at very' least, infec- 
tious. Not so the lacklustre con- 
ducting of Kent Nagano. 

If the syncopated home straight 
of the Overture is not somehow im- 
patient for the fun, froth, and frolic 
to come, then the chances are it's not 
going to be there. It wasn't Neither 
was Nagano. Tempi were plodding, 
rhythms lazy. This was a souffle that 
never rose. The raucous flamenco 
dimax of the Old Lady’s Ihngo *T am 


Easily Assimilated’’ is an invitation 
to join in the foot-stamping, brazen 
trumpets whacking out the offer you 
can't refuse. But for all Patricia 
Rout! edge’s best efforts with the cas- 
tanets, lift-off was postponed. 

Routledge stole the show. Her 
comic timing put some of the zest 
back into it So, too, did Thomas 
Allen's deliciously sibilant Maximil- 
ian. Then there was the Jerry and 
June show - Jerry Hadley (Candide) 
and June Anderson (Cun£gonde), 
sole survivors of the performances 


from nearly a decade ago. Anderson 
still sports the dizzying E-flats, but 
not the irony that can make "Glitter 
and Be Gay” so killingly funny; 
Hadley is no longer quite so fresh- 
faced or fresh-voiced, not least in 
those idealistic and once honeyed as- 
cents above the stave. But he means 
what he sings, and that in itself made 
the disillusionment of “Nothing 
More Than This” the most poignant 
of tributes to a composer who never 
really knew just how good he was. 

Edward Seckerson 
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A dose of the winter blues 


CHILDREN ON DIALYSIS 


No. 06611 of 1998 
IN TRE HIGH COURT 
OF JUSTICE 

COMPANIES COURT 
CHANCERY DIVISION 

IN THE MATTER OF 
MURRAY VCTPLC 
AND 

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
COMPANIES ACT 1985 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
dial the Order of ifac High Conn of 
Jistice (Chanci.'iy Dwtswa) dated 
Util Ducemhcr IWamfinningti*: 
araxlb&n of Uw Sure Pwwjjb 
A ccount nf ihc above-named 
CumpaBj was rcgSiavd by (be 
Registrar of Companies on ISlfa 
December 1 90S. 


Dated ?ls Dcamhcr 19W 
5.J. Benin & Co. 

222 Grays Inn Road. 

London WC1X KHB 

Ret «mi<U3CDRPl-|07|7.Lsni 

lo ill, I Vmi j um 


No. 06612 of 1998 
EM THE HIGH COURT OF 
JUSTICE 

COMPANIES COURT 
CHANCERY DIVISION 
IN THE MATTER OF MURRAY 

VCT2PLC 

AM) IN THE MATTER OF THE 
COMPANIES ACT 1335 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
(bar die Order of ibe High Court 
or Justice (Chancciy Diroion) 
dated 16th December 1WS 
confirming the reduction of the 
Share Premium Account of ihe 
above-named company was 
repstered hy the Regwirar of 

Companies on ISth December 
IW8. 

Dated ihs 2lsr dav ol December I 
l«tt 

I S. J. Benin A Co, 

222 Grays Inn Road, 

London 

WCIX8HB 

Ret J£fM6l<&2?£ORf&i(t>n.1.fcin 
Sofiofits dor the star-turned Orapay 


No. 00613 of 1998 
IN THE HIGH COURT OF 
JUSTICE 

COMPANIES COURT 

Chancery* division 

IN THE MATTER OF MURRAY 
VCT3PLC 
AND 

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
COMPANIES ACT 1985 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that the Order or the High Court 
or Justice {Chancery Division) 
dated (6th December IW 
confirming the reduction of Ur 
S hare Premium Account of d»c 
above-named Company was 
registered hy Ibe Rcpsnur of 
Companies on 18th December 
1W8. 

Dated JJsDesembcrm . 

S. J- Berwin & Co., 

221 Grays Inn Road. ' 

London WGX 8HB 
Reft 482/M6 19323.' 

CORPS; 107032/kr 

SoJiaiors to the above-named 

Company. 


need our love and practical support, not 
just today but every day. Sadly, money 
cannot buy healthy kidneys but it can 
make life worth having. 

Donations urgently needed by 

The British Kidney Patient Association-- I 
Bordon, Hants. GU35 9JZ IK) 1 
Reg. Charity No. 270288 035 . . 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS TO family 
endmuna*. atao BmaMtaeugn 
and Cerarepofcn - Ml B 


Unusual Gifts 


A newspaper for that special 
dam. '642-1983, moat titles bvbA- 
“Ml birthday tfft. Remem- 
ber W hareT et 0181-688 «*»*» Or 
CALL FREE 0500 520 000. 


Ston'z forget 
$2 to mention^ 
« The Independent i v 
^when replying 
adverts 


ON THE first pre-Broadway 
tour of South Pacific, Richard 
Rodgers reputedly broke up 
one of those smoke-filled late- 
night production meetings 
where people agonise over 
what to adjust and fix. “Fbllas,” 
he announced, “this show is 
perfect Let’s go to bed." And 
now; nearly 50 years latex; there 
are lew who would want to dis- 
pute such a claim. It’s a 
struggle to remind yourself of 
this, though, when confronted 
with a revival as ropy as that 
directed by Deborah Paige at 
the Sheffield Crucible. 

The poster invites you to 
“banish all your winter blues" 
with this masteriymusicaJ love 
story of an ageing cultured 
expatriate Frenchman and an 
unsophisticated young nurse 
from Arkansas who are thrown 
together during the war in the 
Pacific and almost come to 
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grief over the subject of race. 
Criss-crossed with duckboards, 
the Crucible's thrust stage cer- 
tainty pushes the sun-kissed 
sea and sand into the aud- 
ience's midst, with the undis- 
tinguished band visible at the 
back. Introducing choreo- 
graphy to a show that originally 
was notable for dispensing with 
it, Peter Darting gives the en- 
gaging line-up of sexually frus- 
trated GIs a homy hornpipe 
and. as “There is Nothing Like 
a Dame" reaches its climax, a 
sort of HalfMonty flourish. 

But there was so much 
coughing and spluttering in 
the theatre that you didn't know 
whether you were in an aud- 
itorium or a sanatorium. Some 


of this local croakmess seems 
to have infected the delectable 
Janie Dee, whose lanky, impish 
Nellie was in sadly enfeebled 
voice. When she failed to put 
full-throated rapture into the 
declaration “I'm in love with a 
wonderful guy”, you tended to 
sympathise because Mark 
Adams’s hectoringty sung 
Emile has none of the roman- 
tic reserve and mystery nec- 
essary for this role. 
Intermittently entertaining, 

the production is too often mis- 
judged. I have always been a 
fervent supporter of colour- 
blind casting. But drama which 
turns on the question of colour 
and race constitutes an excep- 
tion. Given that Nellie's distaste 
for the idea that Emile is the 
widower of a Polynesian 
woman is a major stumbling- 
block in their romance, it 
makes little sense to cast two 


children who look as if they are 

of clearly different races as 
the offspring of that union. And 
while the black actor Cornell 
John is extremely winning as 
Luther Bifiis, the unit’s comic- 
ally unsuccessful would-be war 
profiteer; colour-blind casting 

again raises problems. When he 

and Nellie perform “Honey- 
bun" at the Thanksgiving Phi- 
lies - she as a male sailor and 
Luther as a dusty native maid- 
en with coconuts for breasts - 
the fact that the number is a 
raucous travesty of another 
racially sensitive relationship in 
the show loses its sharpness if 
Luther is already a non-white. 

Some enchanted evening? 
No, some way short of that 


version qf this review /y 
reared in later editions of ™ 

tr— » ■ J r * ■ . 


appeared in later editions of 
yesterday’s paper 

Paul Taylor 
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Shades of The Conversation*: Will Smith and Gene Hackman take paranoia into overdrive 


Bugs, boys and big bangs 


4 f' 4***% urveillanee is fast becom- 

t 1 ins; Hollywood's theme dn 
jour. First The Truman 
Show dramatised the 
I ■ comical yet paranoid fan- 
^ tasy of a life unwittingly 
spent under the scrutiny of 5,000 con- 
cealed cameras. Then Brian De 
Palma, always a keenly voyeuristic <fi- 
rector. explored the sinister new pos- 
sibilities of surveillance technology in 
Snalcc Eyes, which featured an as- 
tonishing elevated tracking shot over 
a cross-section of hotel bedrooms - 
. x part recording ahgel part peeping 
“-Tom. Indeed, in a year when BDl Clin- 
ton lias found his privacy impossible 
to defend, the conspiracy theorist's 
credo that Big Brother is watching us 
feels increasingly plausible. 

In Tony Scotts new thriller Enemy 
of the State, paranoia goes into over- 
drive. The tone is set in the credit 
sequence, a hysterical montage of 
grainy swoops and zooms filmed from 
on high by panopUc spy satellites: here 
is the security slate in action, we're 
lining told, as street riots and rowdy- 
* n! are coldly monitored from above 
and swiftly quashed by the baton- 
wieMing authorities on the ground. 


About to experience the full might of 
these digital thieves of liberty is a 
young DC labour lawyer Robert day- 
ton Dean (WDJ Smith), who is buying 
his wife Christinas lingerie when an 
old college friend tears past him out 
of the shop and thence to an early 
grave, courtesy of a collision with a 
Mack truck. Unbeknown to Robert his 
late friend sfipped him a tape that cap- 
tures the murder of a senior con- 
gressman by rogue forces in the 
National Security Agency. 

The chief rogue in question is one 
Thomas Brian Reynolds (Jon Voight), 
who understandably wants to get his 
hands on the tape. He decides to 
make Robert the target of a smear 
flampaign, s ending in his spooks to hug 
the lawyer’s whole wardrobe - pen, 
watch, cell phone, shoes, trousers -and 
then discredit his reputation. Soon 
enough, he finds bis name splashed all 
over the newspapers as a philander- 
er his wife (Regina King) kicks him out 
of the house, and, horror of horrors, all 
his credit cards are mysteriously can- 
celled In desperation he turns for help 
to an old fprlfriend, Rachel (Lisa 
Bonet), acting as intermediary for 
the mysterious Brill, a former intelli- 
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ANTHONY QUINN 

ENEMY OF THE STATE (15) 

DIRECTOR: TONY SCOTT 
STARRING: WILL SMITH. 
GENE HACKMAN, JON VOIGHT 
128 MINS 


geace operative who has gone under- 
ground That he’s played by Gene 
Hackman is both the film's trump card 
and a reminder of its source, namely 
Francis Bbrd Coppola's The Conver- 
sation (1974), in which Hackman 
pfoyed the surveillance genius Harry 
CauL Brill is essentially Harry 25 
years later; right down to the black 
spectacles and the wire-meshed lair 


full of bugging equipment Just in 
case we miss the parallel there's a 
tense rendezvous in a public square 
that's a pure homage to the opening 
scene of Coppola’s film. 

The difference between the two 
films, however; is conspicuous - and 
instructive. The Conversation was a 
thriller; but was also a study in one 
man’s spiritual desolation; Harry, a 
Catholic and a loner; is guilt-ridden by 
a bugging job he once did which re- 
sulted in a grisfy double murder; com- 
pounding his obsession with privacy - 
he won’t let anybody near him. You can 
watch The Conversation over and 
ow and stiD find same new detail each 
time. How you long for such nuance in 
Enemy of the State. Sure, there’s a 
creepiness in its early stages as Robert 
gets sucked into the vortex of tech- 
nological tyranny, and Will Smith, 
stripped to his underwear at one 
stage, does a good impersonation of 
flummoxed decency. 

"Vet the stamp of its makers - pro- 
ducer Jerry Bruckheimer and direc- 
tor Scott - inevitably begins to show 
through. For example, it’s not enough 
that Brill and Robot simply flee their 
bolt-hole once the NSA locate its 


whereabouts -no, their exit has to be 
followed by the building being blown 
shy-high in a humungous w pinsim; 
a Bruckheimer special. The film be- 
comes a sequence of chases, down a 
tunnel along railway sidings, across 
hotel roofs, all set to the shuddering 
percussive soundtrack beloved of 
these steroid-packing action movies. 
All that’s Tnissring is (he signature 
Bruckheimer shot of the leading 
characters walking abreast in slo-mo 
to wa r d s ctunengfine if they’re fight.-, 
er pilots or astronauts, of course, but 
heroic group shots of leather-jacket- 
ed goons with ear-pieces and hand- 
guns might look a touch out of place. 

Hiroufgiout, the editinghas thefre- 
Detic, bKnk-and-if s-gone intensity of 
a trader; as if a pause for thought 
would forfeit an audience’s atten- 
tion. This, I'm afraid, is what the Holly- 
wood blockbuster has come to. Even 
when it alights on a potentially inter- 
esting idea, it hasn’t the wit or nerve 
to let character take precedence over 
spectacle - chases, fireball explosions, 
the full shooting match. Maybe this ex- 
plains why so many movies are be- 
ginning to look like one another. Now 
there’s a conspiracy for you. 


ALSO SHOWING 

WHAT DREAMS MAY COME VINCENT WARD (15) 
■ THE MIGHTY PETER CHELSOM {PG) 

■ the Apple Samira makhmalbaf (PG) 



Robin Williams in 'What Dreams May Come* 


LOADED WITH state-of-tfae-art 
special effects, Vincent Ward's 
What Dreams May Come looks 
like the most expansive therapy 
session ever put together. 
Robin Williams, at his most in- 
gratiating, {days a paediatrician 
whose family is dogged by 
death. First the family 
Labrador has to be put down; 
then his two children are killed 
in an off-screen accident; then 
be buys the big one in a freeway 
car (mash and fetches up in an 
afterlife based on the impres- 
sionist landscapes painted by 
his wife (Annabella Sdorra). 
Driven insane by bereavement, 
she has committed suicide and 
been consigned to hell so 
Williams, with the help of cel- 
estial tour guides Cuba Good- 
ing Jr and Max Von Sydow, 
journeys downwards d la Or- 
pheus to rescue her. 

If any of the above has the 
whiff of dung, you're definitely 
in the right neighbourhood. 
While the production desagn has 
a breathtaking depth of colour 
(complete with art history ref- 
erences to Monet and Caspar 
David Friedrich) the film sets 
the alarm bells rin g in g from the 
moment Williams and Sdorra 
meet on a Swiss lake and 
declare themselves soulmates. 
Once death moves in, it’s cue 
for a two-hour sob-feast in 
which earnest New Age waffle 
is exchanged with such rever- 
ence you'd think it had been 
r , penned by .Aristotle. 

Iri feet, this is the work of 
Ran Bass, whose fondness for 
sentimental verbiage (he also , 
wrote Wziting to Exhale! made 
me wonder whether he hadn't 
missed his vocation in life as a 
Hallmark Card staff writer. 
“Thought is real physical is the 
illusion," somebody remarks. ! 
wish that were true, then 1 
could simply have “thought" I'd 
seen What Dreams May Come, 
and skipped the “physical" 
experience of its butt-numbing 
boredom. 

More mystical whimsy in 
Pda- Chdsom's The Mighty, a 
tale of two boys who don’t fit in. 


Max lEIden Henson) is a teen- 
age giant and a slow learner 
Kevin (Meran Culkin) is a pint- 
sized intellectual with a de- 
generative disease. After their 
friendship is cemented by a 
shared regard for the legend of 
King Arthur, Max decides 
they’d work better in tandem 
and carries Kevin on his shoul- 
ders. Together they wow the 
basketball team, face off the 
school bullies and deal with the 
unwelcome return to the neigh- 
bourhood of Max's jailbird 
father. With an A-list cast in 
minor roles - Sharon Stone, 
Gena Rowlands, Harry Dean 
Stanton, Gillian Anderson - the 
film has its moments, but it 
does rather beg for our tears 
when a more sofUy-sofUy ap- 
proach is required. Ybu detect 
the Blackpool -bom director 
straining in offbeat directions 
which the American schmaltz 
of The Mighty simply can't 
accommodate. 

The Apple is a peculiar first 
feature by Samira Makhmalbaf, 
17-year-old daughter of Mohsen 
Makhmalbaf the Iranian film- 
maker. It recounts the true 
story, using the real family in- 
volved. of two innocent 12 -year- 
old sisters who have been 
hidden from the world since 
birth. After neighbours com- 
plain to the authorities, a social 
worker (they have them in 
Tehran too) turns up at their 
home and forces their ancient 
needy father to let them out His 
reason for keeping them locked 
up: “My daughters are like 
flowers. They mustn't be ex- 
posed to the sun or they would 
soon fade." Dads, eh? The 
film's gentle humour comes to 
the fore once the girls are let 
loose to play hopscotch and 
munch apples, though concen- 
tration is vital for the film’s 
leisurely pace to work. Once 
you've overcome somnolence, 
Makhinalbaf's inquiry into 
family life casts a weird spell. 

AQ 

All films are on release from 
Boring Day 


| IN SATURDAY 'S 
| weekend Remew 

The black 
I swan 

L Nadine Meisner 
I meets Carlos 
I Acosta, a new 
dance sensation 


Critic's Choice: The Ten Best Films of 1998 


I press# fbr everyone' 

"Impeccable 
L, fetihite ‘debrot:. . * 

II • --ASBrniJaN; 

Ka p*#?s : . rrxxvelhvs ' 

km 



ANTHONY QUINN 


DMB 


1/ Shall We Dance? 

Watch people's faces go 
blank when you tell them 
that the best film of 1998 
was a comedy about 
Japanese ballroom dancing. 
But it's true! Recounting 
the tale of a melancholy 
stiff who finds he’s got 
rhythm, Masayuki Suo’s 
film beautifully contrasts 
the formality of Japanese 
manners with the secret 
yearning to cut a dash on 
the dance floor. 

2/ Junk Mall 

Norwegian Pal Sletaune's 
debut is a blackish comedy 
about a shifty postman 
named Roy who likes 
pinching other people’s 
mail By a combination of 
nosiness and bad luck he 
involves himself in a 
Hitchcockian nightmare of 
stalking and blackmafl. The 
only this year I paid to 
watch again. 

3/ In the Company of Men 

A gripping and fantastically 
unpleasant essay in male 
insecurity and 
competitiveness, Neil 
LaBute’s debut focuses 
upon two white-collar 
executives who scheme to 
avenge themselves on the 
opposite sex. The film takes 
a jaundiced look at 
company men in r' ^ 

the Nineties, and \ 

you fear it may be \ 

telling us something \ 
like the truth. had 

4/ The Wings of the 
°°ve 

Iain Softiey’s \i 
adaptation of the . 

Henry' James 

novel is an tW 



‘The Big Lebowski’ 


extremely rare bird: a 
costume drama that values 
psychological complexity 
and emotional depth above 
the period props and 
fblderoL It's not James, nor 
could it ever be, but it's 
certainly the most tragic 
exploration of answered 
prayers I saw all year 


5/ The Big Lebowski 

Jeff Bridges plays “the 
I Dude", a slightly dopey, 
l mild-mannered drop- 
L. out, who crosses 
* # paths with a 

crippled 

h billionaire and 
^ , - suddenly finds 
s’, his life in danger 
- in short, it’s 
v v another 
i : K shaggy dog 


*The Wings of the Dove’ 


story from the Coen 
Brothers, who*ve dreamed 


Campbell Scott, the most 
underrated young actor in 


up a scenario notable for its America, turns in a sterling 
off-centre wit and complete performance as the duped 


absence of meaning. 

6/ The Day trippers 

One of the best independent 
films to come out of 
America this year, Greg 
Mottoia's delightful comedy 
about a family outing to 
Manhattan contained 
wintry humour; poignant 
truths and the world's 
shortest car chase. 

7/ The Spanish Prisoner 

David Mamet returns to the 
intricate layering of bluff 
and counter-bluff he 
finessed in his first movie. 
House of Games, all 
couched in that distinctively 
halting, rhetorical dialogue. 


nice guy. 

8/ Antz (below) 

Given his recent run of 
indifferent movies, this 
co mp nterammated comedy 
did at least remind us that 
Woody Alien is 
still capable of # 
great timing, \ / 

albeit in the guise \ / 
of a worker ant 
Top-drawer cast, . 
blissfully funny 'I5 r :-v 

script and some 

spookiest jf* jgjj 
animation 

ever 


9/ The Truman Show 

Perhaps not as great as 
some made it out to be, 
Peter Weir's satire on our 
enslavement to televirion 
was nevertheless an 
inspired and ingenious 
piece of movie-making; Jim 
Carrey also seized the 
opportunity to show he’s a 
. lot more more than an 
irritating rubber-faced 
contortionist 

10/ Zero Effect 

Uh? Don’t worry; hardly 
anyone else saw this smalL 
but eng a ging l y droll 
comedy, directed by first- 
timer Jake Kasdan (son of 
The Big ChiU Lawrence). 
Starring BDl Pullman as a 
wigged-out private eye and 
Ben Stiller as his sidekick, 
it had the affable charm and 
modest intentions of a good 
TV pilot 

Turkey of the Year 

Henry Jaglom’s D£jd. Vu, 
an improvised ensemble 
drama, was probably the 
most excruciating 
experience of the cinema 
yean His characters are 
the kind of awful (Mattering 
pseuds Woody Allen was 
satirising around 20 years 
ago, yet Jaglom for some 
bizarre reason lakes them 
completely seriously. One • 
nonsensical speech by 
Vanessa Redgrave 
concluded with the 
exhortation to ‘jump off 
the cliff of life ”, an 
option 
I would 
have 
willingly 
helped the 
- whole cast 

fulfil 
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CHRISTMAS DAY TELEVISION & RADIO 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV Carlton Channel 4 


7 


8 


7.45 Scrooge Koala’s Christmas 

(8899212). 840 Alvin and the 
Chipmunks (4716941) &35 To Me_ to 
You (B27003B) 9.00 Rotten Ralph 
(27835) 530 Teletubbies (46458). 

10.00 Celebrate Christmas with 
Deborah McAndrew (16380). 1100 
FILM: Mrade on 34th Street 
(44162699) 12.50 Top of the Pops 
(8684477) 150 News; Weather 
(79556583) 155 The Morecambe 
and Wise Christmas Show (5055729) 
34K) The Queen (1857854) 340 
Noel's Christmas Presents (5699980) 
440 Animal Hospital (7007854) 4.45 
The First Snow of Winter (160767) 

545 News; Weather (2017670) 54» 
EasiEnders (8721038) 

£L55 Auntie’s Spanking New 

Bloomers. Terry Wogan introduces 
a festive selection of out-takes and 
dips (S) (7) (930496). 

640 Changing Rooms Christmas 
Special. Carol Smilfie and the team 
travel to the Scottish isle of Arran 
(S) (T) (816) 


7.00 Miftlim Babe (Chris Noonan 
1995 Airs). Taking pig's bacon is 
saved by talking sheepdog. See Film 
of the Day, below (S) (T) (5T187) 


3.30 East End ers. Bianca and Grant put 
aside their differences just as Grantts 
prospects take a efip (S) (T) (2477) 

9.00 Before They Were Famous HL 

Samantha Janus, Leonardo DfCaprto 
and Robson Green are among the 
then unknowns (242670). 

9.40 News; Weather (T) (281477). 


9.50 MiW [>1=1 Men Behaving Badly. 

The three-part Christmas special 
starts here. See Comedy of the Day. 
below (S) m (541854) 

10.35 They Think It’s All Over. Guests 
are Jonathan Ross, Phil Cornwell and 
Cohn Montgomerie (S) (T) (843564) 

1110 A Many Splintered Thing (S) 
(102372). 1140 The People's Nativity 
(808941). 11.45 Robbie Williams - 
For One Night Only (Si 0) (539699) 

12.35 BdlWiB Carry On Girls (Gerald 
Thomas 1973 UK). Sid James holds a 
beauty contest and the feminists 
complain. Those were the days (Then 
Weather) (T) (7398336) To 2D5am. 


6.15 FLH: The Great Ue (90654) &00 
FLM: The Treasure of the Siara 
Msdre (97767) 1000 01 Get off Our 
Train (90854) 1030 The World of 
Peter Rabbit and Friends (9795800) 

10.55 Herefe Looking at Ybu: 75 Years 
of Warner Bros (3730835) 

FILM: Dodge City (>5389941) 125 
Gogs (58824106) 155 Big Hug: the 
Story of Teletubbies (9349-598) 2^5 
Rex the Runt (1425903) 2*45 The 
Simpsons (638047Q) 

340 HUfil Casablanca (Michael 
Curtiz 1942 US) You must remember 
this-. (T) (51904485) 

4.50 Choir of the Year (8331361) 

5.30 Nutcracker Sweeties (919903) 


105 ■ Twelfth Night (Trevor ; 

Nunn 1996 UK) Assured, strongly 
cast version of Shakespeareb 
seasonal comedy about a.stfpwfeck 
which separates identical twins With 
Helena Bonham Carter (Ofivia), 
Imogen Stubbs (Viola) N&el 
Hawthorne (Malvolio), Richard E 
Grant Ben Kingsley. Mel Smith, 
Imefcfa Staunton and Stevie 
Mackintosh (S) (T) (70058922) 


845 Close Up. Documentary exploring 
the life and Bierary achievements of 
Ted Hughes, who died in October. 
Seamus Heaney. Diana RIgg, Tom 
Paufin and John Carey come bearing 
plaudits (S) (T) (620583) 


9.05 IHiLULfl-1 Arana: The Brian 
Epstein Story. The first half of a 
two-part pro fie of the man who 
moulded The Beatles. See Profile of 
the Day. below (S) ("0 (7548583) 


10.20 The Quean IS) (503496) 

10.30 Dance Lexie Dance (R) (602309) 


10.45 laHhM I mm ort al Beloved 

(Bernard Rose 1994 UK) 

Dramatisation of the fife of Beethoven, 
and the story of a quest to uncover the 
identity of the composer's mysterious 
“immortal beloved'' after his death. 
With Gary Oldman (T) (664748) 

12.45 nm Prick Up Your Ears 

(Stephen Frears 1987 UK) Gary 
Oldman again, this time as playwright 
Joe Orion (Then Weather) (507688) 
To 2.35am. 


&00 GMTV (1936309) 9JS Christmas 
Day ii the Morning (S) (T) (1815583) 

1020 Chadrett’s ITV: Sooty and Co 
Christmas Special (T) (2962187) 
1100 Percy the Park Keeper (R) 
(2750651) 1135 The Forgotten Toys 
(Ft) (S) (9811564) 124)5 The Wfltows 
in Winter (R) (S) (T) (7944583) 130 
News; Weather (T) (45083545) 1.45 
The Spice Oris Live at WemWey (S) 
(T) (4083458) 3-00 The Queen (T) 
(1842922) 340 Christmas Disney 
Time (T) (3899908) 4.10 Jack and 
the Beanstaft (S) (T) (79320854) 

5.45 ITN News; Weather (T) (206019) 


GfJOO Emnerdafe. The Dingles get a 
Christinas inb^cie^ whtethe 
- WkTdsors iraJSt endure tragedy (S) 
(T) (43361). - 


74)0 Coronation Street. The Street 
rallies round as Jack and Vera stage 
a sit-in. Judy gives bath (T) (1458) 


100 WuNe Bom Fr amed at 
■ Christmas. LfeaRUey heads to the 

. . Arctic Circle (T) (8038) 

8L30 Who Wanfts to be a Christmas 
MMonaire? Chris Tiurant presents, 
the quiz show In which contestants 
attempt to cyve 15 correct answers to 
win the top prize of £1 mfflon (T) 
(82903). 

0J30 Christmases from HeD. Chaos 
at the school nativity play, revels 
turning into riots, mads grieflocked by 
frantic shoppers and an elephant up- 
enefing SarrtaS sleigh (S) (T) (44108) 


10.30 ITN News; Weather (T) (608583) 

10.40 MHAI The Godfather Part H 

(Francis Ford Coppola 1974 US). 
Coppola's sequel which extended 
and surpassed the origrial An epic 
about the corruption of America, 
starring A1 Pad no, Robert De Niro, 
Talia Shire, Robert Duvall and Diane 
Keaton (T) (84440115) 

2.20 Shout at the Devil 

(Peter Hunt 1976 UK) Lee Marvin and 
Roger Moore star in this Wilbur Smith 
yam set in Mozambique during the 
Great War (67537591) To 4,45am. 


74)0 For Better or for Worse (31699) 

7.30 Max Bear's Christmas (10106) 
84)0 The Big Breakfast (373S769S) 
9.55 FILM: Swaflows and Amazons 
(94001361) 1140 Biffs New Frock 
(1087496) 1245 Famous Fred (R) 
(274309) 12^45 Father Christmas 
(266380) 145 FILM: Tom Thumb (T) 
(34687941) 34)0 Alternative 
Christmas Message (1840564) 

3J0 Bill 1 )! The Great St Trinian’s 
Train Robbery (Frank Launder, 
Sidney Gfflat 1966 UK) Not the old 
Alastair Sim originals but with Frankie 
Howard and Reg Vamey (63609813) 

4.50 Countdown Grand Final (S) (I) 

(1205212) 5^5 Gilbert and Suffivan 
(922545) 5^5 The Queen (627926) 


&05 Hang el and GreteL The Welsh 
National Operas colourful production 
. of EnfltebBrtHumpa rcfln cKli opera 
based on the Brothers Grfcnm fairy 
tala Directed by Richard Jones, the 
opera is stffig ri Engfish with Imelda 
Drurren as Hansel and Linda Kitchen 
as GreteL The orchestra is conducted 
by Wladmir Jurawski (T) (75343309) 


.84)0 .Bernstein. Two-part biographical 
documentary about the conductor 
. and composer. It traces tes rise to 
fame from Ms electrifying debut in 
- V 1943 with the New Ybrk PhShaimorric, 
to his final performance at the fan of 
the Berth' WU (T) (8748) 

94)0 BdlfirtB Remember Me? (Nick 
Hurran 1996 US) One of two Michael 
Frayn comedes on at the moment 
(the other is Noises Off on Channel 
5) Rtk Mayafl and Imelda Staunton 
star as a couple caught in a stale 
suburban marriage who are caught 
somewhat off-guard when an old 
flame of Staunton's (played by 
Robert Lindsay) turns up on their 
doorstep (T) (75409019) 

10.35 131MB The Omen (Richard 

Dormer 1978 US) Dial 666 for wefl- 
wom Satanic hqinks staring Gregory 
Peck, Lee Remhk, David Warner 
and Harvey Stevens as tittle Damien 
(51098941) 

12.40 13HA1 The Fly (Kurt Neumann 
1958 US) The orijynal version, 
starring Vincent Price (T) (786260) 

245 laitiiil The Return of the Fly 

(Edward Bemds 1959 US). Sequel to 
the above, again with Vincent Price 
(566539) To 345am. 


Channel 5 


64)0 The Wind in the WDows (R) 

(25730477) GJtS ROObarb 
(37227583) &30 Dappledown Farm 
(R) (4411380) 7.00 Wmzfefe House (R) 
(6854767)730 Mtikshake! (2493767) 
7.35 Havakazoo (5058670) 84H) 
Gesxgs of the Jungle (R) (7169922) 
8430 Whata-Mass (7468293) BJOO 
Loggerheads (7459545) 030 USA 
high (4868019) 950 Alpha Zone 
Christmas Special (6999941) 10^0 
The Revelation Game (S) (9306854) 
10JSO FBJM: Scrooge -A Christmas 
Caro! (25057800) 12 JO Famtiy Affairs 
(2090010) 1-00 Michael FlatJey Talking 
with Sr David Rost (S) (T) (42755980) 
24)5 FBJM: Major Barbara (90673BQV 
44)5 FILM: Calamity Jane 
(11200564) 

6L00 5 News Update. (6286941) ' 

64)5 Performance: Bryn TerfeL The.; 
Welsh baritone Bryrr Terfel in concert 
In Edinburgh (7320467) . 

6-35 Family Affabe. Christmas Day 
with the Harts (S) (T) (6749699). 

74)5 Night Fever. Suggs hosts the 
karaoke entertainment show; with 
Phifippa Fbrrester, Sam Kane; Kirsten 
O'Brien. RusseD Boulter, Heather 
Pearce, Norman Pace, Trida Penrose, 
John Altman, Sarah Matravers and 
Wed Jones (8824734) 

84)0 Fort Bayard. Mefrrda Messenger 
presents the action-adventure game 
show set in a remote Napoleonic 
fortress off the north-west coast of : - 
France (S) (T) (6439293) 


9.00 M'Htili Noises Off (Peter 

Bogdanovich 1992 US) Thoroughly 
disappointing movie version of 
Michael Frayn's stage farce about a 
troupe of actors touring the Slates 
with asex comedy. A shame really, 
because a first-rate cast could have 
reaHy done something with the 
material if it had been better 
"opened out". With Carol Burnett, 
Michael Caine, Denholm Emott, Jufie 
Hagerty and Christopher Reeve (S) 
(T) (38510309) 


10.55 Mafindate Big NigM In. Guests 
indude Janie Theakston (S) (2725106) 

tL35 BJHAB Vixen (Russ Meyer 1969 
US) Big-breasted kitsch (8786580) 

12.55 IfflSI Hickey and Boggs 

(Robert Clip 1972 US) Crime drama 
with Bfll Cosby (2988862) 

2.55 Mlli'/I Sweet Hostage (Lee 
PhSps 1975 US) Drama. To 440am. 


COMEDY OF THE DAY 

MEN BEHAVING BADLY (350pm BBCl, 
right) Those who thought Seinfeld 
was being daring when it broached 
the subject of masturbation will be 
gob-smacked by this three-part 
Christmas special featuring Simon 
Nye's ageing lads. Gary and Dorothy are 
trying for a baby, but Gary can’t oblige. 
Enter a pile of sex videos and jokes on 
the aforementioned topic. Not one to 
watch with Auntie Ethel, then. 



PROFILE OF THE DAY 

ARENA: THE BRIAN EPSTEIN STORY 

(305 pm BBC2, right) Paul McCartney, 
Marianne Faithful] and George Martin 
are among those sharing their 
memories of the Svengali-like figure 
behind the emerging Beatles. Epstein 
was gay at a time when homosexuality 
was still in the closet, and this 
handsome, richly evocative film follows 
him from his shopkeeping roots in 
Liverpool to his brokering of the Sixties. 



FILM OF THE DAY 

BABE (7pm BBC) right) Though it sounds 
like an awful blend of talking- animal 
whimsy and fashionable animal-rights 
diatribe, this animatronics fantasy is 
insidiously seductive. Babe is a piglet 
saved from a factory farm existence by 
smallholder James Cromwell - but is still 
destined for the Christmas dinner table. 
His bacon is saved by a sheepdog (voiced 
by Miriam Margolyes) and an aged ewe. 
But only if he can herd sheep. 




ITV/Regions 


ANGLIA ^ _ __ 

&QO GMTV (1936309) 9*25 
Christmas Day h W» Mor ™& n 

ttB15583) KL20 Sootyand Co 

mas Specia 1 (2962W)_JU)0 

the Park Keeper (2750^. 

The Forgotten Toys (98H564) 
Hj05 The VWbot in VWntar 

440 Jack and the Beanstek 
(73320854) &00 Emmerdale 
(43361) 74)0 Coronation Street 
0458) (LOO You've Been Framed at 
Christmas (8038) a JO who Warns 
to be a Christmas MaSonarre? 

930 Christmases from 
«L40 Rim: The 
Pan a (84440125) 220 
ram: Shout at the Devi (67537591) 
4,45 Movie Magic (3485510) 5L35 
Cartoons (3501846) 5^55 - 64K) 
ITN Morning News (9337133) 

MTV WALES 

64)0 GMTV (1936309) 9-25 
Christines Day in the Morning 
(1815583) 1030 Sooty and Co 
Christmas Special (2962187) 114)0 
Percy the Park Keeper (2750651) 
1L35 The Forgotten Toys (96T1564) 
124)5 The Wfflows til Winter 
(7944583) 1-45 The Spice Girts 
Live at Wambiey (4083458) 34)0 
The Queen (1842922) 340 
Christinas Disney Tame (3899908) 
440 Jack and the Beanstalk 
I) 64)0 Emmerdale 
74)0 Coronation Street 
'84)0 You've Been Framed at 
(8038) 8.30 Who Wants 
to be a Christmas MEonaire? 
(82903) 9J30 Christmases from 
He* (44106) -KL40 Fflrrr The 
Godfather Part B (84440125)2420 
Film: Shout at the Devi (67537591) 
4415 Movie Magic (3465510) 5-35 
Cartoons (3501846) 5^5 • 64M 
1TN Morning News (9337T33) 

MERIDIAN 

64M> GMTV (1836309) 9455 
Christmas Day In the Morning 
10420 Sooty and Co 
Special (2962187) tLOO 
the Park Keeper (2750651) 
The Forgotten Toys 
' 124)5 The Willows In 
rmtar (7944583) L45 The Spice 
Gfris Live at Wembley (4083458). 
34H) The Queen (1842922) 340 
Christmas Disney Time (3899908) 
4.10 Jack and the Boanstak 
(79320854) 64)0 Emmerdale 
(43361) 74)0 Coronation Street 
(1458) 84Hk You've Been Framed 
at Christmas (8038) 8.30 Who 
Wants to be a Christmas 
MilSonairaf? (82903)94)0 
Christmases from Hell (44106) 
10.30 ITN News; weather 
(608583)10^0 Rkn: The 
Godfather Pari H (84440125) 2-20 
Film: Shout at the DevU (67537591) 
4415 Movie Magic (2465510) 5435 
Cartoons (3501846) 5453 - 64)0 
TTN Morning News (9337133) 
WESTCOUNTRY 
64)0 GMTV (1936309) 9^5 
Christinas Day in the Morning 
10J20 Sooty and Co 
Special (2962187) tlJOO 
Percy the Park Keeper (2750651) 
tIJS The Fbrgotten Toys (9811564) 
124)5 The WiBows in Writer 
(7944583) L45 The Spice Girls 
Live at Wembley (4083458) 3.00 
The Queen (1842922) 340 
Christmas Disney Ttine (3899908) 
440 Jack and the Beanstalk 
(79320854) 64)0 Emmerdale 
(43361) 74)0 Coronation Street 

84)0 You've Been Framed at 
(8038) 8J30 Who Wants 
to be a Christmas hfiKonatie? 

(82903) 9J0 Christmases from 
Heil (44106). 10.40 Ftim: The 
Godfather Part II (84440125) 24HD 
FSm: Shout at the Devi (67537591) 
4415 Movie Mage (2465510) 535 
Cartoons (3501846) 

S4C 

As Chamnel 4 except: ftAO 

The Bear nra69361) 1240 Planed 
Plant (8WZ7187) 34)0 The Queens 
Christmas Message (57217699) 340 
Planed Plant (63488019) 545 
Countdown (B8984767) 64)0 
Nawyddon (19762854) 640 Bryn 
TertBl Ynq Nghastefl Caemarfor 
710 Poboi y Cwm 
1) 645 Ma' Han Ma Nadofg 
5) 94)0 Fitin: Carrwteon 

(31890670) 1L05 Father Ted Xmas 

Special (889373T8) 1240 Ristiig 
Damp (83302220) 3^45 Close 

ALL OTHER ITV REGIONS 
SEE MAM ITV 


RADIO 


SATELLITE & CABLE 


RADIO 1 

(978-998MHZ FM ) 

9.00 Zoe Ball's Christ- 
mas Breakfast 124)0 
Clive Warren. 24)0 A 
TO TP Christmas. 44)0 
Chris Moyies's Alternative 
Christmas, tl.00 West- 
wood. 24)0 Fabio and 
Grooverider. 4430 - 
74)0 Enima B. 

RADIO 2 

(88-9CL2MHZ FM ) 

6.00 Roger Royla 8.00 
Good Morning Christ- 
mas 104)0 Terry 
Wogan's Christmas Spe- 
cial. 114)0 Ken Bruce. 
24H) The Monkhouse 
Archive Christmas Stock- 
ings. 2430 The News 
Huddiines Chrislmas 
Special 34)0 The 
Queen. 340 Ed Stewart 

5.00 Christmas with 
Celine. 6.00 Pavarotti in 
Conversation with Paul 
Gambaccri 74)0 
Hubert Gregg. 84)0 
Christmas at Bath Abbey. 
9.15 Alan Freeman: 

Their Greatest Christmas 
Bits. 1045 Listen to the 
Band: a Fanfare for 
Christmas tLOO Peace 
on Earth. 124)0 Lynn 
Parsons 44)0 - 64)0 
Lata Sharma 

RADIO 3 
(902-924 MHz FM ) 

64)0 On Air. 

94)0 Masterworks. 

«L30 Artist of the 
W8ek. 

tLOO Sound Stories 

12.00 Composer of the 
Vifeek: Bizet 

LOO The Racfio 3 

Lunchtime Concert 

2.00 Festival of Nine 
Lessons and Carols. 
3410 In Terra Pa*. (R) 

4 4K> Dival. 

445 Muse lo Die For. 
5J90 A Medieval Christ- 
mas. 

5430 Music Rooms 

6.00 Discovering Muse 
with Leonard Slatkin. 

7JOO Christmas Cock- 
tails. 

7J30 Perfonnanca on 3 
Another chance to hear 
ten of the most memo- 


rable concerts of the 
1996 BBC Proms season 
at the Royal Albert Hall 
London. 5: Prom 20 
given on 1 August 
brought Gershwin's ever- 
green folk opera Porgy 
and Bess' to the festival 
for the first true, in his 
centenary year. Its story 
of human aspirations 
provides a vivid political 
parable for our times. 
Gershwin: Porgy and 
Bess Wfflard White, bass 
(Porgy) Cynthia Hay- 
mo n, soprano (Bess), 
Bournemouth Symphony 
Chorus, BBC Singers, 
BBC Concert Orches- 
tra/Wayne Marshal^ (R) 

10.50 Postscript Come- 
dian and broadcaster 
Rainer Hersch present s 
five personal and ido- 
syncratic studies of the 
music of our century. 5: 
'Well Sort It Out til the 
Edit'. Rainer Hersch pon- 
ders what music has 
made of the recording 
industry and what the 
recording industry has 
made of us. 

1140 Schumann 
1L30 And His Mother 
Caled rtm BUL 

12.00 Composer of the 
Week: Bach. (R) 

LOO - 64)0 Through 
the Night. 

RADIO 4 

(92.4 -945MHz FM ) 

64)0 NEWS; Something 
Understood 
74)0 NEWS; Open 
Country. 

8.00 joy to the World. 
9-00 NEWS; Christmas 
Morning Service. 

104)0 NEWS; Desert 
Island Discs Special. 

10.45 Under One Roof. 
tLOO Christinas Panto. 

12.00 NEWS; News; 
Shipping Forecast 
124)4 I'm Sorry I 
Haven't a Clue - Christ- 
mas Special 

tfL30 Screen Test 
12.57 Weather. 

LOO The World at One 
L02 Derek Cooper^ 
Christmas Lunch. 


24K) NEWS; The 
Archers. 

245 The Gemini Apes 

3.45 Colonel Clay - 
Master of Disguise 

4.00 NEWS; The 
Quean. 

440 With Pleasure at 
Christmas. 

54)0 A Night with the 
Owls. (R) 

5.25 Life on Christmas 
Street 

6.00 Six O'clock News. 
64)5 I hi Sorry I Haven't 
a Clue Christrnas 
CL30 News Quiz of the 

YgOi* 

74)6 NEWS; The 
Archers 

745 Front Row. Mark 
Lawson and Frandne 
Stock unwrap a selection 
of spectacUar hits and 
disastrous flops from the 
arts over the past year. 

7.45 Under One Root 
Conducting the first of 
three five-part dramatisa- 
tions from the Mchele 
Hanson stories. With 
Janet Maw, Edna Done 
and Luisa Bradshaw- 
White. 

84)0 NEWS; Correspon- 
dents Look Ahead. 

Senior BBC correspon- 
dents from around the 
world join Alex Brodie for 
a lortt ahead to 1999 
and the stories that win 
dominate the airwaves 
next year. 

845 Letter from Ameri- 
ca. Alistair Cooke with 
another sice of Ameri- 
cana. 

94)0 NEWS; Christmas 
Panto Cinderella and 
Her Very Ugly Sisters' by 
Stewart Permutt and 
Debbie Barham The 
shacking story of On- 
dereBa and her facially 
challenged sisters is 
retold. 

10.00 NEWS; With 
Pleasure at Christmas. 
Sue MacGregor selects 
her favourite pieces of 
prose and poetry. 

10.45 Book at Bedtime: 
Chosen for Ch ris tmas. 
Five stars read their cho- 
sen seasonal late. 5: Jucfi 


Dench reads 'The Snow 
Queen' by Hans Christ- 
ian Andersen 
1L00 The Modem Magi. 
The second of two pro- 
grammes in which three 
modem magi retrace the 
steps taken almost 2,000 
years ago As they 
approach the place of 
Christ's birth. Rowan 
Wiliams. Bishop of Mon- 
mouth, Professor 
Heather Couper, 
astronomer, and Paul 
Vaflely of the indepen- 
dent ask: who is the 
child the modem age 
seeks, and what are the 
signs to follow? (R) 

1L30 Revealed Lives 
1L45 Christmas Mght 
Meditation. 

12.00 Life on Christmas 
Street. 

12^0 The Late Book: 
Out of Her Senses 
1248 Shipping 
LOO As World Service 

5.30 Wbrid News. 

5415 Shipping Forecast 
5.40 Inshore Forecast 
5*45 Prayer for the Day. 
547 Leisure Update. 
5456 • 64K) Weather. 
RADIO 4 LW 
(198kHz ) 

12.00 - 74)0 Test 
Match Special. 

RADIO 5 LIVE 
(69a 909kHz MW ) 

64K) The Life and Death 
of Belfast Celtic. (R) 

74H2 Breakfast 

94)0 SportscaL 

10.00 The Best of 
Campbell 

124)0 Spotlight 9a 
LOO Up Al Mght - Al 
Day. 

44)0 The Best of Rus- 
coe and Ca 

64H) Gadget SpetiaL 
7JOO A-Z of Entertain- 
ment 

8.00 A Green Christ- 
mas Alan Green settles 
back with a host of 
celebrity guests to reflect 
on the highs and lows of 
the sporting year. 

94K) Brief Litres 5 Uvefe 
obituary column, 

10.00 20th-Century Vox 


- Famfly Ufa Sybil Rus- 
coe chronicles changes 
tii family life and what 
the famfly has meant to 
tfifferent generations 
1L00 Late Night Live. 
Insight and comment on 
the day Is big Issues with 
Brian Hayes inducting 
Papertalk. 1030 Sport 
TUW News 1115 The 
Financial Wbrid Tonight 
LOO Up Al Nght 
44K) Extra Tima (R) 
54K> - 64M) Brief Lives 
CLASSIC FM 
(lOOO-TOISMHz FM ) 
64)0 Michael Fanstone. 
8j00 Janie Crick. 

12JD0 Alan Mannfe 
African Afters 24K) 
C h ri stina s at St PaUls 
400 A Classic Christ- 
mas Afternoon. 74)0 
Classics at Seven. WO 
Concert tLOO Mchaei 
Mapptii 2JOO Christmas 
at St Paulis 34)0 - 64K) 
Mark Griffiths 
VIRGIN RADIO 

(1215, 1197-1260kHz MW 
1058MHz FM ) 

64K) Jeremy Clark. 

10.00 Russ Wffiams 
24)0 Nick Abbot 64)0 
Wheels of Steel 1LO0 
James Merritt 24)0 • 
64H) Richard Allen 

WORLD SERVICE 
RADIO 

(198kHz LW) 

LOO Newsdesk. L30 
Smafi Worlds L45 
Short Story. 24K) News- 
day. 2430 People and 
Politics. 34)0 Wbrid 

News 34)5 Busness 
Report 345 Sports. 

3.30 Science in Action 
44)0 Newsdesk. 4J30 
Weekend. 54)0 News- 
day. 5«30 Outlook. 5JI5 

- 64)0 Spotfght 
TALK RADIO 

7.00 Russel Grant 
tLOO Nancy Roberts 
34X) Mke ABen 74)0 
An Audfence with Tony 
Bennett 84» l^fcky 
Home's Access All 
C h ristm a s 1LQ0 The 
Worst of Whale. 24)0 - 
84)0 Gordon Asttey. 


SKY PREMIER 
64)0 The Bf VW 10 Didn't 
BeOeve (1997) (94922). 

8.00 D3: the Mighty Ducks 
(1996) (39767). 104)0 Bat- 
man and Robin (1997) 
(13552). 124)0 An Ameri- 
can Tail (1986) (97854) 

L30 The Barry Norman in- 
terview (96835). 24M) First 
Kid (1996) (47125). 44)0 
D3: the Mghty Ducks 
(1996) (6699) 6.00 Bat- 
man and Robin (1997) 

1). 84m Mchaei 
(39106). 104)0 Jerry 
(1996) (33785380). 
The Long KlS3 
(1996) (379607). 
220 The Vter of the Roses 
(1989) (186369). 4-20 - 
64)0 The Bf Who Dldnl 
Betieve (1997) (372997). 

SKY MOVIEMAX 

64M Farrty Btesshgs 
(199Q (64545). 74)0 The 
Phantom (1996) (7B979KJ6). 
945 The Land before Time 
4: jOLiney through the 
Mists (1996) (44620583). 
tLOO Sproeworid the 
Movie (897) (486511 LOO 
res Club 


The Fist wives 1 


(1998) 


(23477). 34)0 A Hotiday for 
LOVB (1996) (22729). 54H) 
The Phantom (1996) 

(53271). 74M) Spiceworld 
the Movie (1997) (89419816). 
8-45 The First Wives Club 
(1996) (50743361). 10J30 
Working Sri (1908) 
(683438541 VL2S Blue 
Steel (I99C9 (8143551 240 
Set It Off (1996) (66693591). 
445 - 64H) Little Mss M9- 
60 ns (1992) (10921C9. 

SKY CINEMA 
44)0 Going My Wfay* 
(1944) (70228187). 645 The 
Lanon Drop Kid " 1 
(375339039- 84H) 
ca* (194D)f47295039). 

1045 Plaza Suite (197*1) 
(46400381 12 J 0 TheTak- 
rg of Rjham 123 (W) 
(IK34997). L55 None but 
the Lonely Heart* (0440 
«513QB4t 3JW Hollywood 
Hal of Ftone (5229672) 
4L20 T?ie Two-Headed 
(80846152). 


is® 


FILMFOUR 

64)0 Kqyeaniscptsi (®83) 
(283567A 84) 0 The S g 
Hue (S88) P33777671 
HUH Betty Blue Docu- 
mentary f«aOB35V tuo 


Betty Blue (1986) 
(54491477). 245 Subway 
(1985) (6471684). 3^5 - 

6.00 Slacker (t991) 
(99722775V 

DISCOVERY CHANMEL 
44)0 Rex Hunts Fbrtng 
Adventures (87T1090). 4L30 
WaB<er s World (8717274). 
54)0 Connections 2 by 
James Bcrke (2177583V 
5430 Jurassica (8731854) 
64)0 Animal Doctor 
(8738767V 8-30 Wbys Of 
the W8d: Cover Story (WBd 
Discovery) (22B138QV 730 
Beyond 2000 (8718903V 
8-00 The Chnstmas Story 
P00pm-1200): Mysterious 
Man of (he Shroud 
(5428458V 9-00 History of 
the Dead Sea Serais 
(5431922). 104)0 Myths of 
Mankind: Flood (544130®. 
tLOO On toe TraS of the 
New Testanent (5371645). 
12-00 America Exposed 
(7625607V 12-30 America 
Exposed (7657292) LOO 
Connections 2 by James 
Burt® (9551713V 1-30 An- 
cient Warriors (9807507V 
24)0 Close. 

SKY ONE 

84)0 Bump ri the Mght 
(86309V 94K) The Simp- 
sons (6W77V 9 l 30 Count 
Duckiia (13598V 104)0 
What-A-Mess (16B16V 
KL30 Orson and Qtivla 
(563611 Itoo The Other 
Wise Man (81467V 1L30 
The Gio Friends Save 
Christmas (31926V 124K) 

02 Kids r Lrtfla Wizard 
Stories (70941V 12J0 Oz 
Kids ri Little Wizard Stories 
(135341 LOO Santa and 
the Desert Chtidren 
(54564V L30 Jingle Bel 
Rap (63075). 2JOO Santa's 
First Christmas (1598V 2^0 
A Prk Christmas (4729). 
3-00 The Queerts Ctrter- 
mas Message 16621477), 
34)5 Secret Wbrid of San- 
ta Claus (7287309V 44X) 
Christmas Duckiia (8309V 
•L30 TheGlo Friends Save 
Christmas (7293). 34)0 Oz 
Kids tii utile Wizard Stories 
(4090). S«3f) Qz Kids in Lh- 
tfe Wizard Stories (B545V 
64)0 Santa's Frsi Christ- 
mas (5458V 6J30 A Pink 
Christinas (9038V 74)0 The 
Sknpsans (4354V L30 The 
Simpsons (8922V 34H) The 


Simpsons (930$. 9-00 
King of the H8I ft2941V 
9430 King of the Hil 
(86090). 104)0 King of the 
H* (71670V 10430 King of 
the HS (57D90) tLOO 
Duckman (9H58V 1L30 
Duckman (32800). 124)0 - 

74)0 Long Play (9929607V 

Sky Sports 1 
74)0 Trans World Sport 
(20372V 8.00 Wbrid 
Wresting Federation Su- 
perstars (70631). 94X) Sky 
Sports Centre (45903V 

104)0 Soccer AM Orist- 
mas (24361V 124)0 Sports 
Tbp 20 (69922V 24M What 
a Weekend (8380). 2J0 
Ciff Richard Christmas Pro- 
ceiebrrty Tennis (51361V 
SJO Ffehing (20125V 5410 
Soccer AM Christmas Spe- 
cial (70496V 7.30 Sports 
Top 20 (98380V 940 What 
a Weekend (35477V KLOO 
Cfiff FSchard Christmas Pro- 
celebrity Tennis (65545 V 
tLOO Ice Skating Wbrid 
Chatenge o« C ham pions 
(88545V 124K) Extreme 
Sports (62864V LOO Wbrid 
Wrestfinq (55349V 34M) 
FBhtiMjl6572V 54M) - 
64)0 Christmas Pro- 
celebrity Tennis (81713V 
SKY SPORTS 2 
7-00 Aerobics - Oz Style 
(3232090V 7.30 Footbal 
League Review (325tt25V 

84)0 What a Weekend 
(2116293V 8-30 Futbal 
MuncXal (2115564V 94)0 

Feh TV: Martin World Cup 
1998 (4436583V 1100 
Cricket 13237545V 124M 
Ctff Bchard Celebrity Ten- 
rls (3291699. LOO ice 
Skating World Challenge o( 
Champions (3277019 24X) 

H20 D4X823V 2L30 
Gletle World Sport Special 
(9003125V 3430 Cricket 
(8532767V 44)0 What a 
Weekend ©094477V 44)0 
Strong Man ■ Weider 
Strongman Tournament 

04)0 Cricket 

74)0 Wbrid 
(2109039V 730 Wld 
sxma t9Q84Q9QV 84)0 Ice 
Skating Wbrid Chafenge of 
Champions (6600019V 
94)0 Cricket (6613583V 
104)0 Extreme Sports 
(G616670V 1L00 Worid 
Sport (S5 12903V TLOO irv 


v England (8964125V 24)0 
Worid Sport ©010862V 
2L30 • 7J00 Cricket Aus- 
tralia v England (4554713V 

SKY SPORTS 3 
124)0 Bobby Charltons 
Football Scrapbook 
(26783496V L30 Trans 
Worid Sport (50501564V 
2-30 The Rugby Club 
(870797671 3-30 FootbaJ 
League Review (93638212). 
44)0 Futbol Murwtial 
(9362WSV 4-30 Trarts 
Worid Sport (14878T25V 
SJ3W H20 (93637583). 
64)0 Extreme Sports 
(48878767V 74)0 Fish TV - 
Tony Dean Outdoors 
(67506835V 730 Fish TV 
(93614632V 84)0 Super- 
blkes - Foggy's Hat-trick 
165T12293V 104)0 Wtorid 
Wresting Federation Raw 
(472T3746V124X) Ctosa 
EUROSPORT 
7-30 Xtrem Sports: Yoz 
Action (M564V 84)0 Xtrem 
Sports (14854V 9l30 
Otympic Games (66293V 
1L00 Fbotbal (92M8V 
12-00 And They Waked 
Away (29810V LOO 

Strength (38564V 24)0 
Football IB9125V 44)0 
Sumo 132729V S4TO Mar- 
tel Arts (3835V 64)0 Fm 
Sports (7458V 6-30 Btoop- 
ers (W38V 74)0 Motor 
Sport (84670). 84K) Of- 
froad (60090V 94K) Boxing 
(80854V KLOO BowfrM 
(83941V ILOO Xtrem 

Sports (50011V 124)0 D(v- 

ra (48713). 12430 Xtiem 
Sports; Ybz Action (43715V 
LOO Close. 

UK GOLD 

^60 C rossroads 
(9337203). 730 Neigh- 
bours (4264477V 7^ 
EasiEnders (4671854V 
Mo The Ba 18987274V 
*■52 V™ ** W901854V 
? r ! deand Prejudce 
0076 AS). 10-30 Angels 
18907D38J. tLOO Dates 
(3311748V H55 Neigh- 
hours (32760699V 12-25 
EasiEnders (2194748V LOO 

Pnde and PrgjucSce 
1J250903) 24» Dates 
(6424187) 2.55 The Bill 
(2886038V 3425 The Bill 
[6093038V 34iS East- 
lenders ©188534) 4.30 
Arx&S (78^0670) 44i5 


I^arryun Abroad (1972) 
(20787380V 645 Orty 

Foote and Horses 

(19818699V 8-30 The Con 
edy Altemattve: Dad's Am 
(39564458V 9-50 Carrott! 
Commercial Breakdown 3 
(13553458). 104*5 Men B< 
having Bady (551Q293V 
1L55 Only Fools and 
Horses (8815922V 1L3S 
Bteckadder’s Christmas 
Carol (2317688V L30 The 
Ba (9809065). 24)0 The 

Bill (1082794V 2430 Live # 
Jongleurs (1TM8997V 2JSi 
' 74)0 Shoooinq with 


LIVING 
64)0 Tiny Living 
©396767V 94)0 ( 
Gtory (3047699V 1 
ram: An Amend 
mas Carol (1979) 
124)0 Fam: Wh 
Down the Wind* I 
(7344019V 24)0 C 
Day in the Life (7S 
3-00 Film: Mtiac 
34th Street* (1947 
(1756212V 54H) FI 


mas Carol 0979} 
WWJerry Sprln 
Bfl (62to038V 1L 
mas Crackers: th 
Uvtngb Sax FBes 
(7353767). 124M 
TNT 

9-00 WCW Mtro 
(34044496V 1L3! 
TtMider (578817S 
Alfred the Great ( 
f36917B66V 3.30 
They Robbed the 
Inland* (196Q) 
(50492862) 54M 
paramount I 
OY CHANNEL 
JWO Gueiess (7t 
DesmontfSs (3496 
Hoseanrte (345ffi 

•fost Shoot Me (5: 
Uybil (34187V 
feW ©3019V »4» 
SiS?. Roseo, c< 

W7361V 11.30 Th< 
Sanders Show f?t 
^-90 Late Mght 
P^yid Letterman | 

SS 

0/591V3JO 
(3W42144K) 
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RADIO 1 

S (97B-99BMH2 FM ) 

G.30 Chris Moyles. 9.00 Simon 
Mayo. 12.00 Kevin Greening. 

2.00 The Best Mark & Lard Show 
in the World. Ever!. 4X10 Dave 
Pearce 6.00 Pete Tong’s Essen- 
tial Selection. 9.00 Judge Jules. 

11.00 Sanctified Dance Party. 

1.00 GiUes Peterson. 4X0 - 

9.00 Emma B. 

RADIO 2 

(88-905MHZ FM ) 

6.00 Alex Lester. 7.30 Wake up 
to Wbgan. 9.30 Ken Bruca 

12.00 Steve Wright’s Christmas 
Million Sellers. 2X0 Ed Stewart 
5.05 Johnnie Walker. 7.00 Satur- 
day Night Fever. GLOO Paul Jones. 

9.00 Barry Took's Comedy Clas- 
sics 9.30 Love 40 - New Balls 
Pfeasa 10.00 Paul Gambaccini. 

11.00 Carols by Candlelight 
11.59 Pause for Thought 12.00 
Katrina Leskanich. 3.00 - 4.00 
Mo Dutta. 

RADIO 3 
(902-924 MHz FM ) 

6.00 On Air. 

9.00 Masterworks. 

10.30 Artist of the Week. 

11X0 Sound Storiea 

12.00 Composer of the Week: 
Bizet. 

1.00 The Radio 3 Lunchtime Con- 
cert 

2.00 The BBC Orchestraa 

- 4X0 Diva!. 

** 445 Music to Die For. 

5.00 A Medieval Christmas. 

5.30 Music Rooms. 

6.00 Discovering Music with 
Leonard Slatkin. 

7X0 Christmas Cocktails 

7.30 Performance on 3. Another 
chance to hear ten of the most 
memorable concerts of the 1998 
BBC Proms season at the Royal 
Albert Hall, London. 4: Prom 65, 
given on 6 September, honoured 
the life and achievement of the 
late Sir Michael Tippett with a per- 
formance of his oratorio 'A Child of 
Our Time'. Deborah Riedel (sopra- 
no), Nora Gubisch (mezzo), Jeny 
Hadley (tenor), John Tomlinson 
(bass), London Symphony Chorus 
and Orchestra/Coiin Davis. 
Beethoven, arr Davis/Matthews: 

£■* String Quartet in E flat. Op 127. 
Tippett: A Child of Our Tima (R) 
9X5 Postscript Comedian and 
broadcaster Rainer Hersch 


Pick of the Day 


SO FAR AS Radio 4 is concerned, 
the message of Christmas is 
all about God, overeating and 
end-of-year retrospectives. God 
is represented today with the 
Festival of Nine Lessons and 
Carols (3pm R4) live from King’s 
College Chapel in Cambridge 
{right), and by Midnight Mass 
from Lichfield Cathedral 

(iijopm an. 

Eating is represented by a 


selection of short food -centred 
readings called Petits Fours 
scattered through the schedules 
between now and Boxing Day. 

Looking back on '98 are The 
Year in Westminster (Spin R4I 
with Boris Johnson and Steve 
Richards - no doubt taking great 
pains to avoid mentioning Peter 
Mandelson's sex life - and Pick 
of the \fear (10pm R4>. 

Robert Hanks 



presents five personal and idio- 
syncratic studies of the music of 
our century. 4: ’The Rite Stuff. An 
abbreviated guide to the great, the 
good and the ugly musical pre- 
mieres 

9.55 Fibonacci Sequence. Intro- 
duced by Nicola Heywood 
Thomas Mozart: Oboe Quartet in 
F. K370. Beethoven: Quintet in E 
flat for piano and wind. Op 16 

10.45 Book, Music and Lyrics 
Six programmes in which Robert 
Cushman presents a personal 
view of musicals with songs from 
original cast recordings - some fa- 
miliar, some less well known. 3: 
’Ziegfeid Follies of 1936’. 

11.30 Jazz Notes 

12X0 Composer of the Week: 

Bach. (R) 

1.00 - 6.00 Through the Night. 
RADIO 4 

(92.4-94.6MHz FM ) 

6.00 Today. 

9.00 NEWS; in Our Time with 
Metvyn Bragg 

9X0 Carols for Choirs 

9.45 Serial: Scraps with lannuccL 

10.00 NEWS; Woman’s Hour. 

11.00 NEWS; From Our Own Cor- 
respondent. 

11.30 Pollyanna. 

12X0 NEWS; You and Yours 
12.57 Weather. 

1X0 The World at Ona 

1.30 Hidden Treasures. 

2X0 NEWS; The Archers. 

235 Afternoon Play: The Tea- 
house Detective. 

3.00 NEWS; A Festival of Nine 
Lessons and Carols See Pick of 
the Day. 


4X0 Word of Mouths Festive 
Phrasebook. 

5X0 PM. 

5.57 Wbather. 

6X0 Six OCiock News 
6X0 The Worriers 

7.00 NEWS; The Archers 
7.15 Front Row. Mark Lawson with 
a seasonal edition of the arts pro- 
gramme 

7X5 Under One Roof. The first of 
three five-part dramatisations from 
the Michele Hanson stories With 
Janet Maw. Edna Dore and Luisa 
Bradshaw-White (4/5). 

8X0 NEWS; The Year in West- 
minster. A special review of the 
year in which the Blair government 
came of age. Michael White of the 
Guardian recalls the policies, the 
scandals, the personal and politi- 
cal triumphs and defeats, which 
made up political life in 1996 He 
discusses the years main themes 
with regular presenters Boris 
Johnson of the Daily Telegraph 
and Steve Richards of the New 
Statesman. See Pick of the Day . 
9X0 NEWS; Ground Control. The 
fast in a four-part series in which 
Angela Lamont reports on the 
technology behind some of 
Britain's biggest civil engineering 
projects. This week, the Eden Pro- 
ject in Cornwall, described as the 
worlds largest greenhouse. 

9X0 In Our Time with Melvyn 
Bragg. Melvyn Bragg and guest 
discuss ideas and events which 
have influenced our time. 

10X0 NEWS; Pick of the Year. 

The very best of the years broad- 
casting on BBC radio celebrated 


by Peter White. See Pick of the 
Day. 

10X5 Book at Bedtime: Chosen 
for Christmas Five stars read their 
chosen seasonal tale. 4: Derek Ja- 
cobi reads 'Christmas at Dingley 
Dell’ from 'The Pickwick Papers' 
by Charles Dickens 
11X0 The Modern Magi. ‘The 
Sands of Time'. In the first of two 
programmes three modern magi 
retrace the steps taken by the 
Wise Men almost 2JJQ0 years ago. 
Rowan Williams Bishop of Mon- 
mouth, Professor Heather Couper, 
astronomer, and Paul N/ailely of the 
independent set off across the 
Syrian desert to recreate the at- 
mosphere of this exotic, mystical 
group and reflect on the aspira- 
tions of the present age. 

11X0 Midnight Mass See Pick of 
the Day. 

12.30 The Late Book: Out of Her 
Senses 

12X8 Shipping Forecast 
1X0 As World Service. 

5X0 World News 
5X5 Shipping Forecast 
5.40 Inshore Forecast 
5X5 Prayer for the Day. 

5.47 - 6X0 Farming Today. 

RADIO 4 LW 

(198kHz ) 

9X5 - 10.00 Daily Service. 

12X0 > 12.04 News Headlines; 
Shipping Forecast. 5.54 • 5X7 
Shipping Forecast 
RADIO 5 LIVE 
(693, 909kHz MW ) 

6.00 Breakfast 
9X0 Brian Hayes. 


12X0 The Midday News 
1X0 Ruscoe and Co. 

4X0 Drive. 

7X0 News Extra. 

7.30 AH Ye FaithfuL A look back 
at the days when football matches 
were played on Christmas Day. 
Fans talk about cutting up the 
Christmas turkey to make sand- 
wiches, the players about having 
to miss their children unwrapping 
presents With John Motson and 
Gareth Southgate Presented by 
Simon Inglis 

6.00 Inside Edge. Rob Bonnet ex- 
plores the legacy of the troubled 
Tour de France, which was rocked 
by revelations over the use of the 
banned drug EPQ 

9.00 Brief Lives 5 Livens obituary 
column. 

10X0 20th-Century Vbx - Good 
Time Britain. Sybil Ruscoe goes in 
search of the different ways that 
20th-century Britain has given it- 
self a good night out 

11.00 Late Night Live. Incl 1Q30 
Sports Round-Up. IIjOO News 
Briefing. 1115 The Financial World 
1X0 Up AD Night 

4.00 Extra Time. (R) 

5.00 - 6X0 Brief Lives (R) 

CLASSIC FM 

(100.0- 101.9MHz FM ) 

6X0 Nick Bailey. 8X0 Henry 
Kelly. 12.00 Requests 2X0 Con- 
certo 3X0 Jamie Crick. 7X0 
Classics at Seven. 9.00 Concert. 
11X0 Michael Mappin. 2X0 Con- 
certo 3X0 - 6X0 Mark Griffiths 
VIRGIN RADIO 
(126 Tt97- 1260kHz MW 1058MHz FM ) 
6X0 Jeremy Clark. 9.30 Russ 
Williams 1X0 Nick Abbot 4X0 
Harriet Scott 7X0 John Flipper. 
10X0 James Merritt 1X0 - 
6X0 Richard Alien. 

WORLD SERVICE RADIO 

(198kHz LW ) 

1X0 Newsdesk. 1X0 Composer 
of the Month. 2X0 Newsday. 

2X0 Focus on Faith. 3X0 World 
News 3X5 World Business Re- 
port 3.15 Sports Roundup: the 
Best of France '96 3X0 Assign- 
ment 4X0 - 7X0 World Today. 
TALK RADIO 

6X0 Breakfast Show with Sally 
Meea 9X0 Scott Chisholm. 12X0 
Lorraine Kefly. 2X0 Anna Raeburn. 
4X0 Peter DeeJey. 8X0 Mike 
Aden. 1X0 - 7X0 Gordon Astiey. 


Satellite and Cable 


SKY PREMIER 

6X0 A Christmas Carol (1984) (48521). 
8X0 Angels In Ihe Attic (1997) (33388* 
f OjQO The Preacher^ Wife (1996) (54724). 
12X0 A Christmas Card (1984) {530095). 

Angels in the Attic (097) (518163). 
145 11 Be Home for Christmas (098) 
(833989). 5X0 The Preacher* Wife (096) 
(62786). 7X0 Hollywood Buzz (4231). 
8X0 Anna Kararina (097) (85818) See 
Pick of the Day. 10X0 The Frighten bis 
(096) (384960) 1150 Extreme Measures 

(096) (437845) 1X0 Ede & Pen (096) 
(875835) 3X0 - 6X0 Empire Records 
(1995)(91238CD 

SKY IffOVEMAX 
6X0 The Night of Ihe Grizzly (066) 
(79950989) 7X5 Mracte on 34th Street 
(073) (0400502) 9X0 Fipper (096) 
(R5873) IfXO Where the Red Fern 
- — -Jjws Part R (091) (87873) 1X0 Mateka 

(097) (93076) 3X0 The Night of the 
Grizzly (066) (87434) 5X0 Mirada on 
34th Street (073) (66106) 7X0 Pipper 
(096) (43502) 8X0 B News Week r Re- 
view (2540) 0X0 Anaconda (097) 
(86347) UXO Bulletproof (1990) (921892) 
12X5 Kfssteg a Dream (096) (524903) 
2X0 Lurking Fear (094) (6770361) 3X0 
- 6X0 The Rose (079) (57825699) 

SKY CINEMA 

4X0 Bringhg Up Baby (038) (7309095) 
0X0 Father Brown (1954) (9715057) 

8X0 Hofatey Affair (1949) (2120328) 

9X0 Hofywood Hal of Fame (1668298) 
See Pick of the Day. 10X0 The Qjns of 
Navarone (061) (26517569) 12X5 The 
Laughing FtoSceman (OW) (2558212) 

2X0 The French Connection (1971) 
.<1005075) 435 Earth vs the Flying 
Saucers (056) (53313212) 5X5 Close. 


PICK OF THE DAY 


AN ACTOR habitually described 
as “lean and mean”, Sean Bean 
(right) has cornered the market 
in strong, silent types fin that 
respect, playing Meliors in the 
BBC version of Lady Chattedejf's 
Lover did him no end of good). 
He smoulders to similar effect 
in the satellite premiere of Leo 
Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina (8pm 
Sky Premier). He plays Count 
Vronsky, the aristocrat with 
whom the wealthy Anna (Sophie 
Marceau) starts a passionate. 


but ultimately doomed affair. 

Anthony Quinn once recalled 
Hollywood's initial reaction to 
him: “they said all I was good for 
was playing Indians." He soon 
proved them wrong, carving out 
a highly successful career in a 
wide range of roles stretching 
from bi s Oscar-winning display 
in Lust for Life to Zorba the 
Greek. He is the subject of 
tonight’s Hollywood Hall of 
Flame (9.30pm Sky Cinema). 

James Hampton 



6X0 Une FCome Eat Uns Femme (1960) 
(2875298) 8X0 Walking and Taking 
(1996) (284WI3) 10X0 Maml Rhapsody 
(1995) (4317637) 1L40 Trainspotting 
(1996) (4152786) ISO Shallow Grave (1994) 
(7800835) 2X0 - 6X0 Ths Shawshank 
Redemption (1994) (28636309) 

DISCOVERY CHANNEL 

4X0 Rax Huntis Fishing Adventixes 
(8751618) 4X0 Walter's World (8740502). 
5X0 Comedians 2 by James Burke 
(2100811) 5X0 Juassica (8764182) 6X0 
Animal Doctor (8761095) 6X0 Living in 
Extremes (2221908) 7X0 Beyond 2000 
(8741231) 8X0 Science Frontiers: The 
Iceberg Cometh (5451786) 9X0 Wheels 
and Keats: The Liners (5464250) 10X0 


Intensive Care: The Problem with Men 
(5474637) UXO Forensic Detectives 
(6218683) 12X0 Intensive Care: The 
Problem with Men (H25651) 1X0 Con- 
nections 2 by James Burke (9657941) 
130-2X0 Ancient Wfe/riofS (9903835) 
SKY ONE 

8X0 Games World (4341163) 845 
Games Wbrid (4231786) 8X0 Street 
Sharks (22637) 9X0 The Simpsons 
(13989) 9X0 Earthworm Joti (41250) 
10X0 Hercules - the Legendary Jour- 
neys (31724) 11X0 The New Advenures 
of Superman (11960) 12X0 The Oprah 
Wrfrey Show (8437873) 12X5 The Spe- 
cial K CoHecUon (53558908) 1X0 Days 
of Our Lives (9518182) 1X5 The Special 
K Colecfion (77860095) 2X0 Salty 
Jessy Raphael (6344989) 2X5 The Spe- 
cial K Collection (2343144) 3X0 Jenny 
Jones (721066) 3X5 The Special K CoF 
tection (88W892) 4X0 Best of Gulltyi 
(62279) 5X0 Star Trek (8960) 6X0 
Married with Chfldran (8057) 6X0 Dream 
Team (2837) 7X0 The Simpsons Christ- 
mas Special (6989) 7X0 The Simpsons 
(1521) 8X0 Friends (5637) 8X0 Friends 
(4144) 9X0 Friends (51163) 9X0 Friends 
(32502) 10X0 ER (71415) 11X0 Dream 
Team (63908) UXO Star Trek: Deep 
Space Mne (83618) 12X0 Highlander 
(66651) 130 • 8X0 Long Play (6710729) 
SKY SPORTS 1 

7X0 Sky Sports Centre (B0108T1) 735 
WDrtd Wrestflng Federation Shot Gun 


(359927) 845 Sky Sports Centre 
(826602) 8X0 Table Footbal (98569) 
9X0 Aerobics - Oz Style (72521) 9X0 
Ftgixe Skating (34415) UXO Unbefiev- 
abfe Sports (89960) 12X0 Aerobics - Oz 
Style (69057) 12X0 Superstars (33434) 
2X0 Supertoflces - Foggyta Hat-trick 
(13095) 4X0 liable Footbal (2298). 6X0 
Wresting (8502) 6X0 Sky Spoils Centre 
(93502) 7X0 Footbal Review (9231) 

7X0 What a Weekend (3927) 8X0 Fut- 
boi Mundal (5279) 8X0 Strongman - 
Welder Strongman Tbunament (33786) 
HUM Sky Sports Centre (37095) HOO 
What a Weekend (20340) 11X0 Futbol 
Mondial (36705) 12X0 Ice Skating World 
Chalenge of Champions (21496) 1XD 
Trans World Sport (86962) 2X0 What a 
Wfeekend (35835) 2X0 Ritbol Mundal 
(47670) 3X0 The Rugby Ciub (81748) 
4X0 Sports Centre (38831) 5X0 Ctosa 
SKY SPORTS 2 

7X0 Aerobics - Oz Style (3272618) 7X0 
Sky Sports Centre (5591908) 7X5 Water- 
sports World (6185144) BMS Sky Spoils 
Centre (6286298) 9X0 Fish TV Fishing 
Texas (2139144) 9X0 Fish TV Americana 
Outdoors (3201078) 10X0 GoH Extra 
(7129637) 1X0 Ice Skating Wbrid Chal- 
lenge of Champions (3200347) 2X0 
Tabte Footbal (6909291) 2X0 Wbrid 
Windsurfing (9036453) 3X0 Wtitersports 
Wbrid (8565095) 4X0 Survival of the 
Fittest (9027705) 4.30 UnbeSevabte 
Sporte (9023989) 5X0 Footbal League 
Review (2204683) 5X0 FutboJ Mindai 


(9047569) 6X0 What a Weekend 
(9037182) 9X0 The Rugby Club 
(8508502) 7X0 Survival of the Fittest 
(9O0461B) 8X0 Ice Skatteg Wcxld Chal- 
lenge of Champions (6633347) 9X0 
Trans World Sport (66468T1) 10X0 Fish- 
ing (8564366) 12X0 Strong Man • Wei- 
der Strongman Tournament (1210106) 

1X0 The Rugby CUb (1145564) 2X0 
Sky Sports Centre (6192090) 3X0 Close 
SKY SPORTS 3 

12X0 Wbrid Wresting (48805811) 1X0 
Fnh TV Fishing Texas (94070144) 1X0 
Rah TV Americana Outdoors (48892347). 
2X0 Olympics: Golden Moments 
(67535347) 2X0 Sky Sports Classics 
Snooker - 1996 British Open Final 
(87002095) 3X0 Dancing DSF World 
Latin (40064 811) 4X0 Twenty-Fifth An- 
niversary of the Superstars (60479057) 
6X0 Survival of the Fittest (93658076) 
7X0 Fish TV (94091637) 9X0 The Rug- 
by Oub (65 161569) 10X0 Footbal 
Scrapbook (56600453) 11X0 Ctosa 

EUROSPORT 

7X0 Xtrem Sporte: Yoz Action (63786) 
8X0 Xtrem Sports (53078) 9X0 Olympic 
Games (6*65). tt-OO Fboibafl: World 
Cup Legends (66434) 12X0 Karting 
(99786) 1X0 Strength (51714) 2X0 Trick- 
shot (28347) 4X0 Sumo (70809) 5X0 
Bolter Skating (78637) GXO Four-Wheel 
Drive (2811) 700 Footbal £846) 9X0 
Boxing (29076) 10X0 Bowing (22163) 
nxo-ixo Olympic Games (33637) 


UK GOLD 

7X0 Crossroads (6418881) 7X0 Neigh- 
bours (4297705) 7X5 EastEnders 
(4604182) 8X0 The Bil (8910502) 9X0 
The Ba (8934182) 9X0 Mddlemarch 
(9009076) 10X0 Angels (8930366) 
11X0 Dates (3344076) fL55 Neigh- 
bours (32793927) 12X5 EastEnders 
(2127076) 1X0 Middlemarch (7283231) 
2X0 Dallas (6457415) 2X5 The BB 
(2819366) 3X5 The BIT (6026366) 3X5 
EastEnders (5883322) 4X0 Angels 
(76270298) 4X5 Flkiu CanyOn Christ- 
m as: Ca rry On Campng (1969) 
(20727908) 6X5 Christmas Comedy Al- 
ternative: Only Fools and Horses 
(10028724) 8X0 Dad* Army (7190250) 
9X0 One Foot in the Grave (5890434) 
9X0 Men Behaving Badly (7758502) 
10X0 Bottom (5418250) 11X0 The BU 
(3324502) fIXO The Bi (1032928) 

12X0 Fteiu The Eiger Sanction (1975) 
(46882651) 245 Sight and Sound ki Con- 
cert (1268835) 2X5 - 7X0 Shopping 
with Screenshop (48710835) 

LIVING 

6X0 Try Living (9329095) 9X0 The 
Roseame Show (4122521) 9X0 The Jerry 
Springer Show (5967724) KL40 Michael 
Cole (3178*2) 11X0 Brookside (1005434) 
12X0 Ready, Steady. Cook (3166415) 
12X0 Cant Cook, Wont Cook (1646076) 
1X0 FOms An American Chri stm a s Carol 
(1979) (7378076) 3X0 FQnru The Song of 
Bernadette (1943) (8933502) 6X0 Cfiist- 
mas Glory (1654095) 7X0 FEm: Mracte 
on 34th Street (1947) (1435144) 9X0 
Film: Educating Rita (1983) (9717*15) 

11X0 Christmas Crackers: the Best of Liv- 
ing* -Sex Ftes' (1431328) 12X0 Ctosa 
TNT 

9X0 The Wizard of Oz (1938) (65142434) 
UXO Meet Me in St Louis (1944) 
(5TT93434) 1X0 A C h r is t ma s Carol (1938) 
(39003196) 245 The Naked Spur (1953) 
(39703496) 3X5 Mad Love (1935) 
(85827019) 5X0 Ctosa 
PARAMOUNT COMEDY CHANNEL 
7X0 Ciuetess (7873) UO Desmondb 
(*69) 8X0 Roseanne (6521) 8X0 Just 
Shoot Me (2328) 9X0 Cybfl (70627) 9X0 
Seinfeld (29649). 10X0 Frasier (68328) 
10X0 Cheers (7707E). 11X0 Festival of 
Fun I (20322) 1130 The Larry Sanders 
Show (34347) 12X0 Late Mght with David 
Letterman (29036) 1X0 lax (55583) 130 
The Critic (67816) 2X0 Dr Katz (33477) 
2X0 Soap (46212) 3X0 Hooperman 
(42019) 3X0-4X0 Mghtstand (36564) 


REGIONAL TELEVISION VARIATIONS 


ANGLIA 

Aa Carlton except: 12.20 Angfia 
News and Weather (864127 9) 1X0 Di- 
nosaurs: Domesticated efinosaur sitcom. 
Earfs staler comes to town (97366)4X0 
Making of Dr Dolttta: Behind the scenes 
of the latest Sve-actton comedy block- 
buster, starring Edefie Murphy as the man 
who can speak to animals (434) 4X0 
Angle News and Weather (618). 3X0 
F8m: Echo of Diana: Betty McDowal 
searches for mfssftg husband Dermot 
Walsh. Dreary British espionage B-feature 
from barrel-scraping poverty row mar- 
chants Butchers (6055545) 4L50 Sound- 
trax: Musicians tafc about their work 
(93440729) 540 Hurricanes: Animated 
adventure featuring the Hurricanes, a 
footbal team who play in the world's first 
international footbal league (269/309) 

CENTRAL ^ 

As Carlton except: 9X5 ITN News 
Headlnes (4219366) 9X0 Central News 
(5P0434) 12X0 Central News and 
‘Zether (6641279) 12.30 riN News: 
vSatfw (48732) 4X0 Premiere: A Iveiy 
guide to what's on In the Central region, 
covering music, movies, art and 
theatre (434) 430 Central News and 
Weather (618) 


HTV WALES 

As Carlton except: 12X0 HTV 

News (664T279) 1X0 Shortland Street 
Team spirit saves the day. Mck plays 
Dick. Manny has second thoughts 
(97366) 400 Dinosaurs (9849076) 
4X5 Vteles Tonight: The latest news 
from across Wales (5365873) 

3J50 Film: Echo of Diana (6055545) 
4J50 Soundtrax (83440729) 540 Hurri- 
canes (2697309) 

HTV WEST 

As HTV Mates except: 4X5 Warn- 
er Brothers Cartoon (1044637) 4X0 
HTV News (2421231) 

MERIDIAN 

As Carlton except: 10X0 Film: 
The Snow Queen: Featuro-length ani- 
mated version of the classic Hans Chris- 
tian Andaman fairytale, teaming the 
voices of Helen Mtirea David Jason, 
Hugh Laurie, Jufia McKenzie and Rfk 
Mayan. In an ordinary house. In an ordi- 
nary town, Tom and Effle ttve with their 
fittie sister and grantfcnother leading or- 
efinary ives. But this Is soon to change 
as, faraway in her vast, frozen palace of 
ice, the Snow Queen ptots to rule the 
world (5190182) 1245 Meridian News 
and weather (3335415) 1X0 Hope and 


Gloria (97366) 4X0 Country Ways 
Christmas Special: A short tihn about 
the countryside of Southern Bigland - 
its wildlte, Its natural history, Its crafts 
and its people (434) 4X0 Meridian 
Tonight (818). 3X0 Film: Echo of Diana 
(6055545) 4X0 Soundtrax (93440729) 
530 Hurricanes (2697309) 
WESrrCOUNTRY 

As Carlton except: KL50 Ffim: The 
Snow Queen (5190182) 1245 Wasfoouttry 
News (3335415) 12X7 Carols for Christ- 
mas: Bramdean School Choir from Exeter 
sings a selection of cards (6659296) 1X0 
Emmerdate: Bulrifs secret tears the Dto- 
apart, and Biff gets angry about 
y and Chris (97366) 4X0 Beadteti 
Hot Shots: Jeremy Beacte presents view- 
era* TV parades and sketches, all made 
on thak own camcorders (434) 4X0 
WBstcouHry Live: A round-qp of news 
and views tram across the West Country, 
i by Ateon Johns and Rfchard 
, There's also a lock at weather, sport 
and leisure In the region, and a guide to afl 
the happenings on stage and screen over 
the next seven days in V/hatis On West 1 
(618)3X0 Fam: Echo of Diana 
(5055545) 4X0 Sourxtirax (83440729) 
540 Huricanes (2697309) 


YORKSHIRE 

As Carlton except 12X0 Calendar 
News and weather (6641279) 1X0 Em- 
merdale (97366) 4X0 Ca tondar/Tonight 
Xmas Eve Special: Join Christa Ackrtfyd, 
Mike Morris and Christine Talbot for an 
hour of festive fun as they take a look at 
Christmases past and present With mu- 
sic from the Ampteforth Choir and Jane 
McDonald (5368) 

TYNE TEES 

As Yorkshire except: 12X0 North 
East News and Weather (6641270) 4X0 
North East News (6889683) 440 Ox- 
tains Up for Christmas: Pam Hoyle hosts 
this musical celebration of Chri s t mas from 
Newcastle's Tetewest Arana She is joined 
by four thousand children from schools 
around the region and a host of celebrity 
guests, inducing Beverley Craven, Carta 
Maney and Shay Given {3218182) 

S4C 

As Channel 4 except: 12X5 

Planed Plant (90213366) 1X5 The 
Bear* Tale (63506908) 4X0 Planed 
Plant; Cabin. Lowri and Bedwyr present 
the popular chfldren's magazine pro- 
gramme. In this edftion, Gak am Aur lau 
- the youth quiz programme - and lined 
5 (42770144) 8X0 Newyddon 


(19615415) 6X5 Heno: 
show from LlaneS 
Film: Pore Pel: Engaging drama about 
the trials and trfoitebons of a young 
man who creates havoc wherever he 
. In tils yam. he plays In the local 
; band and impersonates a famous 
(21591521) 8X0 Gwyl v Baton 
■; 8X5 Mettx'on Glandwr Dra- 
ma series by Twin Mial and Bar Jones. 
Although the Job of sandtex'mg Mr Harg- 
reave's house Is a bonus, Wil su a 
there is trouble afoot (71663076) 1 
Newyckflon (46243144) 0X0 Tua Bethle- 
hem (69909237) 10X0 Friends: First 
episode of the sitcom about six New 
York twentysometNngs which Indudes 
some previously unseen footage, indud- 
a compilation of bloopers and 
~ is, plus a song by Phoebe 
(21590692) 11X0 Snow Graham Nor- 
ton: Comedan Graham Norton presents 
a spontaneous and over-the-top Christ- 
mas celebration. Guests Including La- 
Toya Jackson Join him under the tree as 
he explores the worlds of glove ptppets 
and European sex ines (53743724) 
UXO Harry HWs Christmas Sleigh Ride 
(75798786) 1240 Bob and Mai 
(83415748) 12L40 Film: ” ' 

(93635922) 2X5 Close. 


INDEPENDENT PURSUITS 
Chess 

JON SPEELMAN 


FOR OUR Christmas competition, 
you're invited to answer questions 
on chess world events in 1998: 

Part I - Match the Brat Pack 
Match the following seven juniors 
with the achievements listed. 

1. Murugan Thiruchelvam 

2. Nicholas Pert 

3. Ruth Sheldon 

4. Luke McShane 

5. Ruslan Ponomariov 

6. Darmen Sadvakasov 

7. Hoang Thanh Ttang 

a) World Girls' under-18 champion 

b) Wbrid Girls’ champion (under 20) 
c> World Boys’ undeM8 champion 

d) World Junior champion (under 
20 ) 

e) Is competing in the Hastings 
Premier, about to start 

0 Youngest player ever to draw 
with a grandmaster 
g) Beat the same ex-Soviet Grand- 
master twice in just over a week. 

Part II - Events in 1998 
The questions in this section are in 
chronological order. 

Ql Black to play 


defeat in Cazoria in Spain? 

b) Whom was he supposed to play 
as a result? 

c) What in fact happened? (1 word 
will do fine, but you may amplify) 

Q3 Black to move 




L What did Black now play (see dia- 
gram above) - and who is he? 

2. a) Whom did the winner of Ql 


3. What did Black play here (see 
diagram above), and who was it? 

4. a) Where did eight people have 
a “balloon debate'’ for six places 
last month? 

b) Which English player, apart 
from myself, stayed airborne? 

5. Who received “Kosmic" remun- 
eration at speed? 

The first three correct entries, 
drawn at random, will win the 
excellent new Chessmaster 6000 for 
PCs using Windows 95 or 98. The 
next five will win the British Chess 
Federation book of the yeai; Vishy 
Anand's Best Games (Gambit, 
£15.99), which have been kindly 
donated by the BCM Chess Shop 
(0171-603-2877) in Kensington. 

Send your entries to Jon Speel- 
man. c/a Features, The Indepen- 
dent, 1 Canada Square, Canary 
Wharf, London E14 5DL - or e-mail 
to jspeelmanfgcompuserve.com - 
to arrive by Friday 8 January 1999. 
Results will be announced on Mon- 
day 18 January. 


POKER 

David Spanier 


HOW MANY times do you get a 
straight flush in a lifetime of 
poker? It's a rare event- But I had 
two last week. 

The first occurred in a low- level 
game of Omaha (the four-card ver- 
sion of Hold ’em) at the newiy re- 
opened Grosvenor Victoria. Sitting 
on the big blind I found Ah 9c 7c 
5s, - a tolerable starting hand, if 
there is no risk of a raise behind 
you. Three callers ahead of me. 

The flop came down Jc 10c 6s 
which gave me four to a flush. In 
Omaha, if you haven’t got an ace 
high flush to draw to, or at least the 
king, this is a high-risk hand, which 
you almost don’t want to hit So 
when someone bet £10, I was 
inclined to fold. 

But then I noticed I had an 
inside draw to a straight flush. OK, 
for a tenner I don't mind taking a 
long shot, so I called it And to my 
astonishment down came the 8c. 
like a piece of confetti, to fill my 
straight flush. Naturally I checked 
it The player who had bet on tbe 
flop, checked along. I did not know 
what he had in his hand, but as sure 
as hell he knew I had a Hush. I was 
hoping the board would pair up on 


the riven to give him a full house. 
But down came a blank. If I had bet, 
he would have folded, so I checked 
again. Assuming it was his pot he 
mumbled an apology: “I had trip 
sixes on the flop, don't know why I 
didn't bet ’em." 

I spread ray straight flush, with- 
out comment This incident served 
to remind me of the old truth about 
poker: there is no such thing as 
good hands, only good situations. 

The other occasion I hit a 
straight flush was in a jolly local 
game, where everyone bets it up 
regardless, for the sbeer fun of 
gambling. In a variation called Big 
Cross, players get five cards in 
their hand and nine cards laid out 
in the shape of a cross. You have 
to use two from your hand with 
three others from either line of the 
cross - you know the sort of thing! 

Just to make sure it's not bor- 
ing, each player has the option of 
changing one card from his hand 
at the end of the betting. This time 
I hit a straight flush in diamonds, 
against a full house. Split between 
the high and the low hands, as 
such pots usually are, I cleared all 
of 32 quid. Heigh-ho. 


Concise Crossword 


No.3802 Thursday 24 December 



ACROSS 

1 With a crew (6) 
Assuage (5) 
Right-hand page (5) 
Front toolb (7) 

Euler uninvited (7) 
Leading role (4) 

Bag (anatom.) (3) 
Cathedral dignitary (4) 
Solemn vow (4) 

B01 (3) 

Press (4) 


4 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 

14 

15 
18 
21 
23 

25 

26 
27 
2S 


Greed (7) 
:fal ( 


DOWN 

1 Migratory bird (6) 

2 Item of wear (7) 

3 Of fluent speech ($) 

4 Cunning (4) 

5 Cotton fabric (5) 

6 Strong-scented plant (6) 

7 Rash (5) 

13 Perforated utensil (8) 

16 Homage (7) 

17 Musical note (6) 

19 Sew with loose stitches (5) 

20 Middle (6) 

22 Kudos (5) 

Incline (4) 


24 


Forceful (7) 

Dubiety (5) 

Man-made fibre (5) 

EU country (d) 

Solution to yesterday's Concise Crossword: 


13 Aseptic, 
Undress, 31 


nd Margaret Myrrh. 32 Idyll. DOWN: 2 Radar. 3 Acolyte. 5 Erase, b Naphiha. 7 Cache. 8 Usual, 9 Knadt 

Exclusive 14 Scah - 16 Acrv '- Each way. 20 Bearded, 21 Ebony. 23 Odour. 24 Deism, 26 Layer. 28 


Swell. 
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